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Magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the 

newborn king of the Jews? We saw his 
star at its rising and have come to do 

him homage.”  

—Matthew 2:1-2 
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 Bulletin Letter From Fr. Mario Rizzo 

My dear brothers and sisters,  

Happy New Year! In thinking about this holiday I am often reminded of the 

years I spent with my friends going to San Francisco to watch the fireworks 

over the Bay with tens of thousands of other people. It was a night of 

celebration and optimism. And yet, in the morning, when all of us revelers 

woke up in our beds, not much had changed from the day before. Just 

because the year changes, doesn’t mean our lives do.  

We would like for this to be the case, especially considering the year we have had. If only 2021 could 

bring about that reset we are all desiring. Unfortunately, it doesn’t work like this. But this doesn’t mean 

we should not be optimistic, or to use a better word, a more theological word, hopeful. Hope is a divine 

gift that is given to us by God that causes us to desire the Kingdom of Heaven, and in desiring that, it is 

what inspires us to act in accord with God’s plan, to seek what He has promised us: beatitude, eternal 

happiness.  

 

Let’s be honest, 2021 is probably going to be a difficult year as well. But let us not lose hope! Hope is 

the anchor of our soul (Hebrews 6:19-20); it is the helmet of salvation (1 Thess 5:8) that enables us to 

persevere through any tribulation.  

The Magi from this weekend’s Feast of the Epiphany teach us this. While living in a difficult time, they 

recognized in the star a message of divine hope. Although unclear of what it signified, they knew that 

something new was taking place, something good. And so, filled with hope, they left everything behind 

to make a long and treacherous journey guided only by that star. And their hope was not disappointed. 

Upon encountering Jesus Christ their lives were changed for the better. They knelt down and did him 

homage, and for this reason, we reverence these magi as being especially wise.  

Turning the page of a calendar may not be able to change our circumstances, but nurturing your 

relationship with Jesus Christ most definitely will. It did for me. When all was said and done, those 

nights of revelry in San Francisco always left me very disappointed. It wasn’t until I listened to the divine 

promptings of God and set out on my own journey toward him that my life began to become much more 

hopeful.  

As we begin this new year together, let us make it a year of drawing closer to Jesus Christ, always 

remembering that it is He who draws close to us first. Let us open our hearts to the divine message of 

great hope that He is speaking to us, keeping in mind that, even if 2021 is another difficult year, we are 

not impeded from becoming wise, just like the Magi, not if we give ourselves to our God who loves us 

and comes to us to change our lives.  

No matter what kind of year lies ahead, let us seek God’s Kingdom in all we do, and we will not be 

disappointed. You are in my prayers.  

 

With much love,  

Fr. Mario 
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St. Vincent de Paul along with Knights of Columbus January Coat Drive 
We are collecting gently used 

coats and sweaters along with 

NEW underwear and socks for 

adult men and women to be 

donated to VILLAGE OF LOVE, 

located on the Base.  

Bins will be placed just inside the 

Gathering Space doors to the 

church for your donations any 

time of day through January 24th.  

We will also be collecting 

during the “Drive-Through 

Communion” January10th, 

17th and 24th.  

Monetary donations are also 

welcome. Please make 

checks payable to Knights of 

Columbus and place in mail 

slot at the rectory. Thank you 

for your support. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Blood Drive With Our Knights Of Columbus 
January 16, 2021 

Celebrate the New Year with the gift of life and support the 

Blood Drive hosted by our Knights on Saturday, January 16, 

from 10am to 4 pm in our High School’s Notre Dame Hall. To 

schedule an appointment or for more information 

visit: redcrossblood.org and enter Sponsor Code 

ALAMEDAKOFC or phone 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-

2767).  

 

 

Note: Safety protocols will be 

observed at all times. 

January is Poverty Awareness Month!  

Poverty does not strike all demographics equally. For example, 

in 2018, 10.6% of men, and 12.9% of women lived in Poverty 

USA. Along the same lines, the poverty rate for married couples 

in 2018 was only 4.7% - but the poverty rate for single-parent 

families with no wife present was 12.7%, and for single-parent 

families with no husband present was 24.9%.In 2018, the 

poverty rate for people living with a disability was 25.7%. That’s 

nearly 4 million people living with a disability - in poverty.  

Visit PovertyUSA.org for education on economic justice, 

resources for prayer, and key conduits for action.  
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I want a Church which is  

poor and for the poor. 
-Pope Francis,  

Evangelii Gaudium  

 

 

What To Watch This Week: 

Mary of Nazareth  
Mary of Nazareth is an epic motion 

picture on the life of Mary, Mother of 

Christ, from her childhood through the 

Resurrection of Jesus. Shot in high 

definition, it was filmed in Europe with 

outstanding cinematography, a strong 

cast, and a majestic music score. 

Actress Alissa Jung gives a beautiful, 

compelling, and inspiring portrayal of 

Mary. Start watching here (or sign up 

here for free to start watching - search 

for “St. Joseph Basilica”.) 

http://www.redcross.org/
PovertyUSA.org
https://watch.formed.org/mary-of-nazareth
https://formed.org/


 

    Mass Schedules  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 

(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 

12 noon livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Sunday Mass In The Quad 

9:30 am 

Reservation is required to attend 

the Mass as attendance is limited 

to 100 people per the Alameda 

County's COVID-19 Guidance. 

Please visit our website to watch 

the critical video presentation 

before reserving a spot to attend 

the in-person Mass: 

www.sjbalameda.org. 
 
 

Note: Mass subject to cancelation 

due to weather.  Check website or      

Facebook for update 
 

 
 

12 Noon Sunday Mass 
Live-streaming on 
Basilica’s YouTube Channel 
 

YouTube Link: 

https://youtu.be/R-3tCAHjywM 

 

Worship Aid: 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Gathering Space 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page) 
 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of 

Oakland are dispensed from the 

obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass and Holy Days of 

Obligation until further notice. We 

encourage you to live-stream Mass each 

weekend for those of you who prefer to 

stay at home or are not feeling well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm, weather 

permitting. Please get updates on Parish’s 

 website. 

https://youtu.be/R-3tCAHjywM
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Lhiza Brown, Jazlynn & 

Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fong Che, 

Greg Falkner, Patricia Glynn, 

Jesse Walker Mendoza, David 

McGaffey, Amelia Miguel, Femmia 

Ramos, Nory A. Reyes, Ramon N. 

Tirona, Charles S. Thomas & John 

Verduzco. 

The new Sick List has started in January 2021. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call 

  Mass Intention 

  Saturday, January 2, 2021 
11:00am †Heymes & Lydon Families 
 

  

  Sunday, January 3 

  Solemnity of the Epiphany  

  Of The Lord 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad 

  †Ricardo Lamora 
  People of the Parish 
   

  12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  †Christina Goodman 
  †Donald Cormier 
 
  Monday, January 4 

11:00am 1)Alameda Care - Subacute Unit 

  2)+Remy Ramos - 2nd Death  
  Anniversary 
 
 

  Tuesday, January 5 

11:00 am †Monte McEntee 
 

  Wednesday, January 6 

11:00 am 1)The Chargualaf Family - In  
  Thanksgiving  

  2)†Alfonso Laguicao 
 

 

  Thursday, January 7 

11:00 am  †Joseph Lap Nguyen - Death 

  Anniversary 
 

 

  Friday, January 8 

11:00 am †Charles Allen Strohm   
 

  Saturday, January 9 

11:00 am Thomas Dotty Fernandez 

  Sunday, January 10 

9:30am  †Juan Garcia - Birthday 

(Quad)  Remembrance 
       

12 Noon Mass For People of the Parish 

(Livestreamed)  - Living & Deceased 

     

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

 

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or Altar 
Flowers Sponsor: Request is open for 
2021 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the 

flowers that decorate the Sanctuary, or one 

candle for the weekly Sanctuary Lamp.  Your 

intention will be printed in the weekly E-bulletin.  

Donations for Altar Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary 

Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor and select a date,  please contact 

Sherley Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org. 
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Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Rogelio Rejano, 

 father to parishioners,  
Remelyn and James Laguicao. 

 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   

and support to his family and friends. Eternal 

rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 

Amen. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED during 
Shelter in place but we continue to serve you 
remotely. If you need to contact members of the 
Parish Staff, please communicate with us via EMAIL 
or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how 

to connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: 

sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: 
 AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary:  
Terecita@terecitadean.com 
 

 

 

Listening Line: 510-995-9474  

As you know, we are back under a Shelter-in-

Place order in the Bay Area. We know that 

loneliness can increase during this time. In 

response to this need for connection and support, 

the Parish is piloting a Listening Ministry. This 

ministry will allow Parishioners to talk to over the 

phone with a trained listener. While this isn’t 

therapy, counseling, a crisis hotline, or even 

spiritual direction, it is a good opportunity for 

those who would like some connection during 

hard times to be able to have an anonymous 

friend to speak with for a bit.  

On Wednesdays and Thursdays, from 7:00pm to 

9:00pm, you can dial 510-995-9474 to reach a 

listener to speak with. We have male and female 

listeners and all conversations will remain 

anonymous and confidential. Our listeners also 

have training and experience in several different 

helping modalities.  
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