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  Bulletin Letter From Fr. Sunil Orathel 

Dear Friends, 

Congratulations and prayerful wishes to the new president. May God fill the 

governance with wisdom and profound humanness.  

We are in the unity octave, aimed at the unity and understanding among all 

Christian denominations across the world. “Abide in my love and you shall bear 

much fruit ”, John 15:1-17, is the theme for the reflections, expressing Christian Community’s vocation to 

prayer, reconciliation, and unity in the church and the human family. 

Our hearts, bodies, and minds, far from being one, not only in the spiritual realm, are often scattered and 

being pulled in several directions. Each one of us desires to be one within ourselves, and be united with 

Christ. An integrated life as a person and Christian presupposes a path of self-acceptance and reconciliation 

with our personal and inherited histories of faith and humanity. When Jesus tells us “Abide in me as I abide 

in you,” (Jn15:4a), we are reminded that we are grafted into the vine, which is Jesus himself. The Father 

who is our creator becomes our vinedresser who prunes us to make us grow and flourish with fruits of the 

divine and human nature.  

God was pleased with the fruitfulness exhibited by the community of Nineveh, as reminded by the first 

reading, and St Paul in his letter to the Corinthians reminds us that we are to live focused on the unity with 

God and heaven. We are all members of God’s kingdom, who are called to repent of our misdeeds and 

disunity, and then follow Christ in being ‘fishers of men’ towards unity and the kingdom of God.  

This describes what happens in prayer. The Father is the center of our lives, who centers our lives. He 

prunes us and makes us whole, and whole human beings give glory to the Father.  

Blessings, 

Fr. Sunil 

You are all invited!  

Join Fr. Mario and the Shelter in Place 

Ministry on Monday, February 1, 2021 at 

7:30p. We will be focusing on hope in our 

community. Most importantly, we want to 

hear from all of you - your hopes and 

suggestions for our community gathering 

meetings for the duration of the pandemic. 

Bring your ideas for what content you are 

most interested in, what formats best serve 

you (Zoom meetings, semi-interactive 

Facebook live, etc.) and what frequency you 

would like to connect. Click here for the 

Zoom link, pull up a chair and a mug of hot 

cocoa, and we’ll see you there!  

(Password to ZOOM: Together) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5309364930?
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Statement of Racial Justice From Bishop Barber &  

Diocese of Oakland Task Force For Racial Justice 

January 17, 2021 

 

 

As stated by the Executive Committee of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in 2017:  

 

Racism has rightly been called America's original sin. It remains a blot on our national life and 

continues to cause acts and attitudes of hatred, as recent events have made evident. The need to 

condemn and combat, the demonic ideologies of white supremacy, neo-Nazism, and racism has 

become especially urgent at this time. Our efforts must be constantly led and accompanied by prayer - 

but they must also include concrete action.  

 

The killings of African American women and men over the past year have reinforced the need for all 

Americans to combat systematic oppression and racism. Voices raised as part of the Black Lives 

Matter discussions remind us that African Americans and other People of Color continue to be 

blighted by structural racism, lack of opportunity, health and wealth disparities, and direct violence 

committed by those who are responsible for our communities' wellbeing. We include sacred, secular, 

public and private structures.  

 

The Diocese of Oakland acknowledges and recognizes that more must be done within this Diocese to 

address and end these inequities. Grounded by our belief in God and our knowledge that each of us 

was created by God and is loved by God, the Diocese of Oakland is committed to being a significant 

change agent in the fight for racial and social justice. While we strive to ensure that all people of color 

are granted the equal rights and privileges as our white sisters and brothers, given the long and 

specific history of oppression of African Americans in this country and within this Diocese, we begin 

this renewed commitment with an initial focus on the collective negative experiences of our African 

American sisters and brothers.  

We further recognize and understand that racial and social justice is complex and requires work. In 

the coming months, the Task Force will advise and assist Bishop Barber in the following areas:  

• Education  

• Pastoral Care  

• Social Justice  

 

“When we begin to separate people in our thoughts for unjust reasons, when we start to see some 

people as “them” and others as “us”, we fail to love. Yet love is at the heart of Christian life.  

 

“Racism is a moral problem that requires a moral remedy -- A Transformation of the Human Heart—

that impels us to act” (source: Open Wide Our Hearts  

Diocese Task Force for Racial Justice link: https://oakdiocese.org/diocesan-task-force-for-racial-justice 

https://oakdiocese.org/diocesan-task-force-for-racial-justice
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Thank You! The Knights of Columbus are proud to report that the St. 

Joseph Basilica Council hosted an incredibly successful Blood Drive in 

conjunction with the American Red Cross this past Saturday, January 16, in 

which 29 donors were able to make much-needed donations. This was a record-

breaking number of donors, exceeding our previous total of 25 donors in each of 

the past two years. We so much appreciate the work done by the Red Cross 

and their staff were amazing to work with. They took amazing care of our 

community.  

None of this would have been possible 

without the divinely guided work of Father 

Mario and the Parish team. It was their strong stance of support that 

managed to allow this event to take place amidst the current climate of 

precaution and closure. Also, a huge thank you to PGK Bro. Bart Kinard, CS, 

for being the driving force behind keeping these events happening. Finally, 

we are eternally grateful to all of our donors who were willing to sacrifice their 

most needed resources. Bro. Bart made a donation and our own Father 

Mario had to be turned away from making a spontaneous donation due to 

the same restrictions we had to fight to get the event to take place – No 

appointment…No donation!  —Grand Knight, Anthony Foglia 

Pictured: Anthony & Bart, Chapter 
Secretary/Fellow Knight, who helped 
with the registration at the event. 

Pictured: Red Cross staff with Anthony 

Upcoming Special Collection 

St. Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday 

The Special Collection Sunday January 31 

will be the St. Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday 

collection. You can make your donation at 

the Sunday 9:30 Mass or at the Drive-

through Communion. It can also be dropped 

off at the Rectory or through FaithDirect. 

The money that we receive from Faith 

Direct and from 5th Sunday collections is 

used to assist people in our neighborhood. 

We are grateful for your support because it 

helps us provide help with utility bills (gas, 

electricity, water), rent, food, and sometimes 

medicine or other expenses. Please 

continue to support our neighbors with your 

donations and with your prayers.  

 

 

 

In this inspiring presentation, popular speaker Vinny Flynn explores the 

"hidden" truths of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, presenting what to many 

will be a whole new way of approaching Confession, inviting you to begin an 

exciting personal journey to healing and holiness. If you do not yet look forward 

to Confession in the same way you look forward to Communion, this will 

change your life. Click here to watch video. 

Video Pick Of The Week 

#ShareYourFaith: Support the Collection for the 

Church in Latin America this weekend. For over 50 years, 

Catholics in the United States have participated in the 

Collection for the Church in Latin America as a concrete 

expression of solidarity 

with our brothers and 

sisters in Central and 

South American and the 

Caribbean. This year 

the needs of the Church 

in Latin America are 

even greater in the 

wake of the COVID 

pandemic.  

Your support, no matter how small, would be a chance for 

you to support religious education, evangelization, and 

formation of priests and religious sisters and brothers 

throughout the Americas. For more details or to donate 

visit : www.usccb.org/latin-america.  

https://watch.formed.org/what-to-watch/videos/7-secrets-of-confession-by-vinny-flynn
http://www.usccb.org/latin-america


 

SHOWER WITH CARDS  
Calling all card writing/making angels! Our current volunteers are 

furiously working on Valentine's greetings of love to their usual pen 

pals and the 356 nursing home residents. We are also sending 

Valentine cards to the women and children at Midway Shelter 

(approximately 10 women and 10 children).  If you would like to 

send your love letters to our brothers and sisters during these 

remarkable times, please feel free to drop completed Valentines 

cards in our donation box on the Rectory porch by February 6. If 

you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact 

us at: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com.  Thank you! 
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St. Joseph Elementary 

School invites you to their 

Virtual Open House on 

February 3 at 12:30pm.  

Meet the Principal and join the 

Q & A session with the Director 

of Admissions.  

To participate in the event, click 

on the shareable link below: 

http://

events.constantcontact.com/

register/event?

llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehic1

xwife07e8d7 

Questions? Contact our 

Admissions Director,  

Mrs. VanDerveer at 

cvanderveer@csdo.org.  

Deanery Young Adults Group (YAG) 

This Ministry brings together people of faith in their 20s and 30s and gives them an opportunity to grow in 

faith.   The Group continues to meet virtually on ZOOM during SIP.  To connect with the Ministry, click here. 

The Catholic Faith On Demand 

We would like to remind you that the Parish subscribes to FORMED, an online 

database full of Catholic media. If you have not signed-up, click here and follow the 

steps. Search for St. Joseph Basilica. Registration is free.  

mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehic1xwife07e8d7
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehic1xwife07e8d7
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehic1xwife07e8d7
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehic1xwife07e8d7
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehic1xwife07e8d7
mailto:cvanderveer@csdo.org
https://sjbalameda.org/young-adults-group-ministry-yag
https://formed.org/


 

Ushers For In-person Mass In the Quad  

Ushers are critical for making Mass flow smoothly and if you 

are  able to offer your service to important Ministry, please 

contact Eric Bertelsen: ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org. 

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to join our AV 

Support Team at the Sunday, 12 noon live-stream Mass. 

Please contact Alex Ramos: aramos94501@gmail.com if 

you would like to help out. 
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ONLINE Offerings While Sheltering In Place  

Weekly (Sunday) Children's Liturgy of the Word at 

10 am on ZOOM  
Do you have children ages 4 to 10? Help them  

understand Sunday's Gospel better by joining us  

for an engaging 30 minute session. 

Click here for more info or ZOOM link. 
 

Study Group on Pope Francis’ Encyclical “On 

Fraternity & Social Friendship”  

Read and reflect on Pope Francis' new encyclical Fratelli Tutti on 

Fraternity and Social Friendship Tuesday nights at 7pm 

(started November 17,2020). Here for ZOOM link, or for info 

contact Anne Marie at: afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

 

Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults 

Do you know of someone who 

is interested in becoming a 

Catholic? RCIA continues to 

meet via ZOOM each week. 

Invite those thinking of  

becoming a Catholic to join us 

Wednesdays, 7:30 pm on 

ZOOM. Click here to join. 

 

Thursday Night Scripture Reflection  

Join us every Thursday night at 7pm, to pray and reflect on the 

upcoming Sunday's Gospel. All are welcome! To participate, 

click here for ZOOM link. 

 

 

Thank You! 
 

Stewardship:  

Donations Options 
 

 Online at Faith Direct 

which is easy and secure 

to register  

Click here to give with parish code 

CA702. If you need help with 

signing up or for more details, 

contact our Business Manager, 

Stan Schonberg: (510) 995 9411 

or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org.  

 Mail in your weekly envelopes 

to: St. Joseph Basilica, 1109 

Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 

94501 
 

 Drop off your donations in the 

mail slot located at the Parish 

Office door.  
 

 At the Drive-through 

Communion collection baskets 

 
TIME  

Do not squander time, for that is the stuff life is made of.  

—Benjamin Franklin 

mailto:ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org
mailto:aramos94501@gmail.com
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://sjbalameda.org/study-with-pope-francis
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/ongoing-ministries
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org


 

    Mass Schedules  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 

(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 

12 noon livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Sunday Mass In The Quad 

9:30 am 

Reservation is required to attend 

the Mass as attendance is limited 

to 100 people per the Alameda 

County's COVID-19 Guidance.  

To reserve a spot to attend the in-

person Mass, please click on the 

following link: 

 https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-

mass-schedule 
 

 
 

 
 

12 Noon Sunday Mass 
Live-streaming on 
Basilica’s YouTube Channel 
 

YouTube Link: 

https://youtu.be/uaowP70dI90 

Worship Aid: 

Click here 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Gathering Space 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page) 
 

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of 

Oakland are dispensed from 

the obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass and Holy Days of 

Obligation until further 

notice. We encourage you to live-stream 

Mass each weekend for those of you who 

prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm, weather 

permitting. Please get updates on Parish’s 

website. 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://youtu.be/uaowP70dI90
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 
their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Lhiza Brown, Jazlynn & 

Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fong Che, 

Jan Curtis, Greg Falkner, Patricia 

Glynn, Simone Lockley, Jesse 

Walker Mendoza, David McGaffey, 

Amelia Miguel, Femmia Ramos, 

Nory A. Reyes, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Charles S. Thomas & John 

Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call (510) 995 
9420 if you would like a name added to our prayer list.  
The list is refresh monthly. 

  Mass Intention 

  Saturday, January 23, 2021 

11:00am †Ilse Solorzano 
 

  

  Sunday, January 24 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad 

  For The People Of The Parish 

  - Living and Deceased 
 

  12 noon Mass - Live streamed  

  †Thomas Astle, Jr. 
  Helene Pare - 98th Birthday 
 
  Monday, January 25 

11:00am †Steve Pucci 
 
 

  Tuesday, January 26 

11:00 am †Maud Narayan Wakare 

 

  Wednesday, January 27 

11:00 am 1)†Frank Ritter 

  2) In Honor of Our Blessed Mother 
 

 

  Thursday, January 28 

11:00 am  †Julita Manese 

 

  Friday, January 29 

11:00 am †Herb Robles - Birthday  

  Remembrance    
   
 

  Saturday, January 30 

11:00 am †Janet Pitts 

  Sunday, January 31 

  9:30am Mass In The Quad 

  For The People of The Parish 

  - Living & Deceased 

      

  12 Noon Mass - Livestreamed 

  †Jakob & Katiza Tudor 

   

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

Basilica E-Bulletin: January 24, 2021 

Mass Intention Request  

(We are no longer accepting requests for January 
and February as dates are filled.  March Sunday 
Mass intention requests are also closed.) 

For request, please email Sherley Lim: 

secretary@sjblameda.org. The following information 

is required when requesting for the Mass Intention:  

• Name of person requesting  

• Name of person for whom Mass is offered - living 

or deceased  

• Date of Mass requested  

• Telephone and email information  

Note: There is no guarantee of availability of Mass for a 

requested date. We will confirm request by email. The 

suggested donation is $10.  

NOT WITHOUT LOVE  

The soul cannot live without love.  

—St. Francis de Sales  

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Hue Ngo & Leonarda “Leonie” Estigoy. 
(Leonie was a long time Parishioner and  

a Pillar of our Parish) 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   and 

support to their families and friends. Eternal rest 

grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May they rest in peace.  

Amen. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED during 
Shelter in place but we continue to serve you 
remotely. If you need to contact members of the 
Parish Staff, please communicate with us via EMAIL 
or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In 

Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how to 

connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: 
AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Parish Grief Ministry 

As the COVID-19 restrictions continue and 

we cannot meet as a group as usual, we 

want to reassure you that you are still in our 

hearts and prayers. We are also well aware 

that some parishioners have now suffered 

new losses. Remember, the Grief Ministry is 

here for you. If you need or desire support 

around your grief/grieving, please feel free 

to reach out to one of us - we are available 

to support you via telephone, email, or text  

Bill (510) 846-3882 (Cell/text), email: 

billkueppers@gmail.com;  

Suzanne (219) 879-4819 (Cell/text), mail: 

suzanne@morris.guide;  

Pamela (209) 814-2586 (Cell/text), email: 

pamelaprime1@gmail.com. 
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