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 Clergy Bulletin Letter  

Dear St. Joseph’s family,  

This letter may seem like it is a little late but better late than never. As many of 

you may have heard, on December 8th, the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception, Pope Francis named the year from December 8, 2020, to 

December 8, 2021 the Year of Saint Joseph. What a blessing for us at the 

Basilica of St. Joseph!  

So, what does it mean for this year to be the year of St. Joseph? Every so often the Pope will dedicate a 

year to a certain theme. For example, many of you probably remember the Year of Mercy that took place 

in 2016. Before that, Pope Benedict XVI named 2009 the Year for Priests, and before him, Pope St. 

John Paul II named 2002 the Year of the Rosary. These two years commemorated the 150th birthday of 

St. John Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests, and the 120th anniversary of Pope Leo XIII’s 

encyclical on the Rosary, Supremi Apostolatus Officio. Like those years, the Year of St. Joseph marks 

the 150th anniversary that Blessed Pope Pius IX named St. Joseph the Patron of the Universal Church.  

In his letter, Patris Corde, which explains the inspiration for this year, Pope Francis says that his desire 

to share some reflections on St. Joseph was heightened by the pandemic, which has seen countless 

examples of “ordinary” people, people who are often “overlooked,” reaching out to others, “Doctors, 

nurses, storekeepers, and supermarket workers, cleaning personnel, caregivers, transport workers, men 

and women working to provide essential services and public safety, volunteers, priests, men and women 

religious, and so very many others.” For Pope Francis, the Year of St. Joseph is a way for us to connect 

to this ordinary man, “Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, 

discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph 

reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history 

of salvation. A word of recognition and of gratitude is due to them all.”  

Amen to that! In our day and age, we are bombarded by the big, the elaborate, the flamboyant, and so, 

we can often fall into the trap of thinking that our little contributions do not make a difference. No! Joseph 

teaches us that they do. A card written to someone who is alone makes a difference. A volunteer who 

warmly greets people at Mass makes a difference. Donating a coat or food to someone in need makes a 

difference. Yesterday, I got a phone call from a parishioner from my last parish who “was just thinking of 

me and wanted to check in.” That made a difference. And so, I look forward this year to recognizing with 

gratitude the “hidden” parishioners in our community, and to growing in my relationship with St. Joseph. 

One of the offerings I would like to provide is this consecration to St. Joseph. I invite you to consider 

purchasing this book and joining our group, which will begin reading the daily meditations together on 

February 14, in order to celebrate the consecration on St. Joseph’s feast day, March 19.  

With much love,  

Fr. Mario  

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.shopmercy.org/consecration-to-st-joseph-the-wonders-of-our-spiritual-father.html?source=ctsj
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Feast Of St. Blaise 
Wednesday, February 3 

Throats will be blessed after the 11 am Mass 

at the Gathering Space.  Please observe 

social distancing and mask at all times. 

Prayer to St. Blaise 

O GOD, deliver us through the intercession of Thy 

holy bishop and martyr Blaise, from all evil of soul 

and body, especially from all ills of the throat; and 

grant us the grace to make a good confession in 

the confident hope of obtaining Thy pardon, and 

ever to praise with worthy lips Thy most holy 

name. Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Mass With Anointing Of The Sick 
Saturday, February 6 
11am @ Gathering Space 
 

Our Parish will celebrate the 29th World Day of the 

Sick at the 11 am Mass, followed by the Anointing of 

the Sick after Mass.  Please join us. 
 

The celebration of the XXIX World Day of the Sick on 

11 February 2021, the liturgical memorial of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary of Lourdes, is an opportunity to 

devote special attention to the sick and to those who 

provide them with assistance and care both in 

healthcare institutions and within families and 

communities. We think in particular of those who have 

suffered, and continue to suffer, the effects of the 

worldwide coronavirus pandemic. To all, and 

especially to the poor and the marginalized, I express 

my spiritual closeness and assure them of the 

Church’s loving concern.  

—Pope Francis 

Catholic Schools Week (CSW) 
January 31- February 6 

It’s National Catholic Schools Week! 

CSW is an annual celebration of Catholic education 

in the United States. The first was celebrated in 

1974. Catholic Schools Week always begins the 

last Sunday in January  

We’re grateful for all of our wonderful teachers and 

students who contribute so much to the life of our 

parish. Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

St. Joseph Elementary School invites 

you to their Virtual Open House on February 3 

at 12:30pm. Meet the Principal and join the Q & A 

session with the Director of Admissions. To 

participate in the event, click on the shareable link 

here. 

Questions? Contact our Admissions Director, Mrs. 

VanDerveer at cvanderveer@csdo.org.  

St. Joseph’s Tax Letters 

The 2020 tax letters will be distributed electronically to 

the email on file by Friday, January 29, 5 PM. Our 

email will be from notifications@ondemandmail.com. 

In the past, some of these emails have ended up in 

people’s spam or junk email folders. If you haven’t 

received a letter by this time and need one, or need a 

hard copy, please contact Stan Schonberg at 

business@sjbalameda.org or (510) 995-9411 and we 

will be happy to provide one for you.  

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ehic1xwife07e8d7&llr=axifam8ab
mailto:cvanderveer@csdo.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org


 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord  

February 2, 2021 

“We too are called to welcome Jesus who comes to meet us. To encounter him: the God of life is to 

be encountered every day of our lives; not now and then, but every day. To follow Jesus is not a 

decision taken once and for all, it is a daily choice.” —Pope Francis 

The Presentation of Jesus in the temple shows him to be the firstborn Son who belongs to the Lord. With 

Simeon and Anna, all Israel awaits its encounter with the Savior -  he name given to this event in the 

Byzantine tradition. Jesus is recognized as the 

long-expected Messiah, the “light of the nations” 

and the “glory of Israel,” but also “a sign that is 

spoken against.” The sword of sorrow predicted 

for Mary announces Christ’s perfect and unique 

oblation on the cross that will impart the salvation 

of God has “prepared in the presence of all 

peoples” (CCC, no. 529). 

Quote from Pope Francis, copyright © 2019, Libreria 

Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City State. All rights reserved. 

Used with permission. Copyright © 2020, United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights 

reserved.  
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29th World Day Of The Sick Mass 
Saturday, February 6, 10 am 
Live-Streamed From The Cathedral 

World Day Of the Sick, initiated by Pope Saint John Paul 

II and held annually worldwide near the feast day of Our 

Lady of Lourdes, is a ministry of the Diocese of Oakland 

and Bishop Michael C. Barber, S.J. 

Bishop Barber invites all who are sick or ill, as well as 

family members, caregivers and healthcare providers, to 

observe this day with him and many priests, religious and 

laity from throughout the diocese to participate in the 

World Day of the Sick Mass, live-streamed  on The 

Cathedral of Christ the Light’s YouTube link here: https://

www.youtube.com/c/CathedralofChristtheLight. 

Note: Drive-through Anointing of the Sick is available  at 

the Cathedral’s car-park, starting at 12 noon and ends at 

1 pm. 

Because of the Pandemic situation those that are sick, 

the elderly, the homebound need the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick more than ever. The Holy Spirit 

heals. Bring the Malades, bring your loved ones! Do it for 

them! It gives you Hope to be able to bear the cross that 

Christ gave you. It gives you Peace. The Anointing of the 

Sacrament forgives sins. —Bishop Barber. 

Ushers For In-person Mass 

Ushers are critical for making Mass flow 

smoothly and if you are  able to offer your 

service to important Ministry, please contact 

Eric Bertelsen: ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org or 

sign up here (“Volunteer Sign-up Form” tab) 

Collecting Last Year's Palms  
Did you know the ash used to mark your forehead 

on Ash Wednesday come from palms blessed on 

Palm Sunday the prior year? 

Starting February 7 - 13, baskets are available at 

the entrance of the Basilica's door (on the 

Gathering Space side) and outside the Rectory for 

you to place last year's palms. Or, you can drop 

them off at the 9:30 am In-person Mass on 

Sunday, February 7. 

If you are attending the 9:30 am outdoor Mass on 

Sunday, February 14, you are invited to remain 

afterwards as we burn the palms collected from 

past Palm Sundays. The resulting ash will be 

used this Ash Wednesday. (As always during the 

pandemic, advance reservation is required to 

attend the in-person Mass)  

https://www.youtube.com/c/CathedralofChristtheLight
https://www.youtube.com/c/CathedralofChristtheLight
mailto:ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule


 

 

      Recent & Ongoing News                                      Basilica E-Bulletin: January 31, 2021

 

ONLINE Offerings While Sheltering In 

Place  

Weekly (Sunday) Children's Liturgy of the Word at 

10 am on ZOOM  
Do you have children ages 4 to 10? Help them  

understand Sunday's Gospel better by joining us  

for an engaging 30 minute session. 

Click here for more info or ZOOM link. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Do you know of someone 

who is interested in 

becoming a Catholic? RCIA 

continues to meet via 

ZOOM each week. Invite 

those thinking of  

becoming a Catholic to join 

us Wednesdays, 7:30 pm 

on ZOOM. Click here to 

join. 

 

Thursday Night Scripture Reflection  

Join us every Thursday night at 7pm, to pray and reflect on 

the upcoming Sunday's Gospel. All are welcome! To 

participate, click here for ZOOM link. 

St. Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday 
Collection This Weekend 

The Special Collection  for January 31 will 

be the St. Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday 

collection. Donation options: 

 9:30 am In-person Mass at the Quad 

 At the Drive-through Communion.  

 Mail or drop-off to the Parish Office 

 On-line giving through FaithDirect. 

The money that we receive from Faith 

Direct and from 5th Sunday collections is 

used to assist people in our neighborhood. 

We are grateful for your support because it 

helps us provide help with utility bills (gas, 

electricity, water), rent, food, and 

sometimes medicine or other expenses. 

Please continue to support our neighbors 

with your donations and with your prayers.  

Mark Your Calendar - You are all invited! 

Join Fr. Mario and the Shelter in Place Ministry on Monday, 

February 1, 2021 at 7:30p. We will be focusing on hope in our 

community. Most importantly, we want to hear from all of you - 

your hopes and suggestions for our community gathering 

meetings for the duration of the pandemic. Bring your ideas for 

what content you are most interested in, what formats best serve 

you (Zoom meetings, semi-interactive Facebook live, etc.) and 

what frequency you would like to connect. Click here for the Zoom 

link, pull up a chair and a mug of hot cocoa, and we’ll see you 

there! (Password to ZOOM: Together) 

Upcoming Second Collection 
February 6/7: Maintenance 

Please help the Parish to defray the costs 

of maintaining the Basilica and Grounds. 

Thank you for your support. God Bless. 

And let us not lose heart in doing good, 

for in due time we shall reap  

if we do not grow weary.  

—Galatians 6:9 

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to join our AV 

Support Team at the Sunday, 12 noon live-stream Mass. 

Please contact Alex Ramos: aramos94501@gmail.com 

if you would like to help out. 

https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://sjbalameda.org/ongoing-ministries
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5309364930?
mailto:aramos94501@gmail.com
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 

(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 

12 noon livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Sunday Mass In The Quad 

9:30 am 

Reservation is required to attend 

the Mass as attendance is limited 

to 100 people per the Alameda 

County's COVID-19 Guidance.  

To reserve a spot to attend the in-

person Mass, please click on the 

following link: 

 https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-

mass-schedule 
 

 
 

 
 

12 Noon Sunday Mass 
Live-streaming on 
Basilica’s YouTube Channel 
 

YouTube Link: 

https://youtu.be/3hay9VSd7v8 
 

Worship Aid: 

Click here 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Gathering Space 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page) 
 

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of 

Oakland are dispensed from 

the obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass and Holy Days of 

Obligation until further 

notice. We encourage you to live-stream 

Mass each weekend for those of you who 

prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm, weather 

permitting. Please get updates on Parish’s 

website. 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://youtu.be/3hay9VSd7v8
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 
their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Lhiza Brown, Jazlynn & 

Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fong Che, 

Jan Curtis, Greg Falkner, Patricia 

Glynn, Simone Lockley, Jesse 

Walker Mendoza, David McGaffey, 

Amelia Miguel, Femmia Ramos, 

Nory A. Reyes, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Charles S. Thomas, Clifton & Lisa 

Williams & John Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call (510) 995 
9420 if you would like a name added to our prayer list.  
The list is refresh monthly. 

  Mass Intention 

  Saturday, January 30, 2021 

11:00am †Janet Pitts 
 

  

  Sunday, January 31 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad 

  The People of the Parish - Living and 

  Deceased 
 

  12 noon Mass - Live streamed  

  †Jakob & Katiza Tudor 
 
  Monday, February 1 

11:00am Fr. Mario & Fr. Sunil - Thanksgiving 
  for priests’ presence 
 
 

  Tuesday, February 2 

11:00 am †Monte McEntee 

 

  Wednesday, February 3 

11:00 am 1)The McGaugh Family 

  2)†Rogelio Rejano - 40th Day Death 
  Anniversary 
 

 

  Thursday, February 4 

11:00 am  †Kathie Cooper 

 

  Friday, February 5 

11:00 am †Monte McEntee  

  

  Saturday, February 6 

11:00 am 1)Chargualaf Family - Thanksgiving 

  2) Roenna Alegre - Happy Birthday! 

 

  Sunday, February 7 

  9:30am Mass In The Quad 

  †Meding “Remedios” & Mateo  

  Ramos  

      

  12 Noon Mass - Livestreamed 

  The People of the Parish 

  - Living and Deceased 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

Basilica E-Bulletin: January 31, 2021 

Mass Intention Request  

(We are no longer accepting requests for February 
as dates are filled.  March Sunday Mass intention 
requests are also closed.) 

For request, please email Sherley Lim: 

secretary@sjblameda.org. The following information 

is required when requesting for the Mass Intention:  

• Name of person requesting  

• Name of person for whom Mass is offered - living 

or deceased  

• Date of Mass requested  

• Telephone and email information  

Note: There is no guarantee of availability of Mass for a 

requested date. We will confirm request by email. The 

suggested donation is $10.  

I consider that the sufferings of this present 

time are as nothing compared with the glory 

to be revealed for us.  

—Romans 8:18 

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Anna Long Nguyen 
(beloved mother to parishioners,  

Diep Nguyen & Toan Thai) 
 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   and 

support to their family and friends. Eternal rest grant 

unto Anna, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 

upon her. May she rest in peace.  Amen. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED during 
Shelter in place but we continue to serve you 
remotely. If you need to contact members of the 
Parish Staff, please communicate with us via EMAIL 
or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In 

Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how to 

connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: 
AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Parish Grief Ministry 

As the COVID-19 restrictions continue and 

we cannot meet as a group as usual, we 

want to reassure you that you are still in our 

hearts and prayers. We are also well aware 

that some parishioners have now suffered 

new losses. Remember, the Grief Ministry is 

here for you. If you need or desire support 

around your grief/grieving, please feel free 

to reach out to one of us - we are available 

to support you via telephone, email, or text  

Bill (510) 846-3882 (Cell/text), email: 

billkueppers@gmail.com;  

Suzanne (219) 879-4819 (Cell/text), mail: 

suzanne@morris.guide;  

Pamela (209) 814-2586 (Cell/text), email: 

pamelaprime1@gmail.com. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
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mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
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mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
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