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 Clergy Bulletin Letter 

 

...the Catholic Church is 

alive! And it is alive 

because of our faithful 

ministers. Thank you!  

Lastly, a word of gratitude to our volunteers who 

assist with Mass in the quad and drive-through 

communion. This community owes you a 

tremendous debt of gratitude. On Ash 

Wednesday, I assisted with seating people at the 

noon Mass, and I tell you, it is a sacrifice to serve 

in this capacity as you try to simultaneously focus 

on Mass. Being an usher truly is a labor of love. 

And so, my request goes out to all of you to 

consider sacrificing some of your time to 

participate in this ministry. The more ushers we 

have, the more we can allow each other to rest 

from these duties. And, if we all arrive at Mass 

early, that makes it easier on the ushers as well. 

And our drive-through workers, thank you too! 

Like our Mass ushers, most of them worked both 

distributions of the ashes. And Ash Wednesday 

evening was a sight to behold! A line of cars out 

on the street, flowing consistently for the entire 

hour. That night, I was thinking, the Catholic 

Church is alive! And it is alive because of our 

faithful ministers. Thank you! Thank you! Thank 

you! 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  

 

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

On this first week of Lent, I want to remind you that 

you are in my prayers. As I mentioned in my homily 

on Ash Wednesday, I have come to really enjoy the 

season of Lent (almost as much as Christmas ☺). 

For me, it is like participating in an extended 

retreat. As a priest, I am required to take an annual 

retreat and have been doing so since my years in 

seminary formation. They have been incredible 

moments of grace, in which my relationship with 

God has grown, free from the noise and 

distractions of daily life. My prayer is that this Lent 

you will be able to retreat a little with Jesus, who 

said to his disciples, “come away by yourselves to 

a deserted place and rest awhile."  By doing so, I 

hope you too will appreciate this season, marked 

by what can seem like the strenuous discipline of 

fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, as a time of rest, 

and intimacy with God. 

In order for you to enter into this experience, I am 

happy to share several options for spiritual growth 

and refreshment. Like many retreats, which are led 

by a “retreat master,” who gives daily talks, we 

have structured our weeks during Lent so that 

there is something for you to participate in almost 

daily. I encourage you to look at the schedule and 

make the intentional choice to participate in some, 

or all, of the offerings. 

A word of an update on indoor Masses. For the 

time being, we are going to remain outside. The 

weather seems to be in our favor, and so we will 

take advantage of that. The preliminary plan, 

however, is to monitor the numbers closely and 

make a concerted effort to return indoors once the 

county returns to the Orange Tier. You may 

remember that this was the tier which we were in 

when we were making plans to return indoors in 

the Fall. Consistency with this guideline seems 

prudent. In the meantime, we will be considering a 

move indoors for daily Mass a little bit sooner. This 

is because the number of parishioners does not 

reach the same amount as Sunday Mass. I 

appreciate your patience and understanding as I, 

and the reopening committee, weigh many factors. 

Your safety is our #1 concern. 



 

St. Joseph Basilica Lent 2021 

“Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while” (Mark 6:31) 

Mondays: Sacrament of Reconciliation 
6:00 - 7:00 pm (Dates: 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22 & 3/29) 

In lieu of a communal service, an extra hour of confession will be added each Monday of Lent, in 

addition to the regular time of Saturday, 3:30 - 5:00 pm. 

Tuesdays: The Book Of Exodus Bible Study  
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm (Dates: 2/23, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16 & 3/23) 

Dive into the central book of the Old Testament with Fr. Mario.  Explore the connection between 

Christ’s journey into the desert and His ancestors’ liberation from slavery in Egypt. To participate, 

click on ZOOM Link here. 

Meeting ID: 837 0634 1884  /  Passcode: Lent  

Fridays:  

• Eucharistic Adoration (Dates: 2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19 & 3/26) 

The blessed Sacrament will be exposed after daily Mass until 7:00 pm for personal prayer in the 

Basilica. 

• Virtual Soup Night & Stations Of The Cross (Dates: 2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19 & 3/26)  

Prepare your Lenten soup and join us at 6:00 pm for a short reflection, followed by the Stations of 

the Cross at 6:30 pm. 

To participate for the Soup Night and/or Stations, click on ZOOM link here. 

Meeting ID: 884 8369 2912  /  Passcode: Lent 

Thursdays: Gospel Reflection & Discussion 
7:00 - 8:00 pm (Ongoing) 

Join fellow parishioners as we listen to the upcoming Sunday Gospel, hear a reflection and have a 

chance to quietly reflect and contemplate God's word.  To participate, click on ZOOM link here. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83706341884?pwd=bkxQWVRnNGE4aEE3bU5rOHhjallwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88483692912?pwd=MHhrc1g4bFo5Z1ZqVEF6a1U4REZidz09
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
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RCIA Update 

Each year on the First Sunday of Lent, the Church 

throughout the world celebrates the Rite of 

Election. Catechumens who are nearing the end 

of their preparation for baptism are presented to 

their Bishop and are recognized as “Elect.” 

Because of the pandemic, this year Bishop Barber 

has authorized each pastor or parochial 

administrator to preside at the Rite of Election in 

their home parish, so for the first time, it will be 

celebrated here at St. Joseph. During the 9:30 

outdoor Mass Harper May Vaughn, William 

Lawson and Christina Rios will be recognized as 

Elect to receive the Sacraments of Initiation at the 

Easter Vigil, and they will sign their names in the 

Book of the Elect marking the transition to the final 

stage of their preparation. Please keep them in 

your prayers. 

Note that newcomers are always welcome into the 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

process. Those thinking about becoming Catholic 

are invited to the informal “Inquiry” sessions on 

Wednesday nights, offered via Zoom until we can 

gather in person again. For information visit 

www.sjbalameda.org/page/rcia/ 

Thank you, Shower with Cards Volunteers! 

Your generosity and creativity continues to multiply! 

You collectively produced over 600 cards! Volunteers 

mailed over 85 cards to our vulnerable parishioners. 

We distributed cards to 6 care home facilities - 5 in 

Alameda and 1 in Pleasanton. The mothers and 

children at Midway Shelter received bundles of cards, 

books, and hygiene packs. Your angel wings flew far 

and near, spreading so much love and delight. Thank 

you for blessing so many people by living your faith 

and love of Christ out loud! We will be continuing this 

activity for Easter, so stay tuned. If you have ideas or 

suggestions for Easter distributions (e.g., creating 

baskets for the children at Midway Shelter) please 

email us at sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com.  

Bishop’s Appeal Starts  

This Weekend! 

By sharing our time, talent 

and treasure with our sisters 

and brothers of our Church of 

the East Bay, we return to 

God a small portion of the many gifts He has given to 

us. The Bishop’s Appeal funds many services 

throughout our Diocese, including our seminarians, 

services & ministries, running health clinic for the poor 

and many other projects. 

Pledge envelopes can be found in the Basilica or after 

the In-person Mass.  Thank you for your support. 

Or, to learn more about the appeal: https://

oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal 

Diocesan Event: Novena Masses To 

Celebrate Filipino Catholic 

Evangelization  

In celebration of 500 Years of Christianity in the 

Philippines, the Filipino-American Communities & 

the Filipino Clergy of Oakland Diocese, invites 

you to celebrate the following Novena Masses: 

March 7: Holy Spirit @ 12:30 pm 

March 8: St. Anne @ 10 am 

March 9: All Saints @ 4 pm 

March 10: St. Raymond @ 12:15 pm 

March 11: St. Michael @ 6:45 pm 

March 12: St. Philip Neri-St. Albert @ 6 pm 

March 13: St. Catherine of Siena @ 9:30 am 

March 14: St. Joseph (Pinole) @ 9 am 

March 15: Most Holy Rosary @ 7 pm 

March 16: Cathedral of Christ the Light @ 7 pm 

For more information, contact the host parishes, or 

email: oak-journeyto2021@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.sjbalameda.org/page/rcia/
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal
https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal
mailto:oak-journeyto2021@gmail.com


 

Get Involved: CRS Rice Bowl 2021 
Virtual Events 

This Lent, include Catholic Relief Services’ 

national virtual events in your CRS Rice Bowl 

experience. Learn more about the lifesaving work 

carried out around the world by CRS, 

our partners and the communities we serve - 

supported by the generosity of your 

Lenten offerings. To sign up or for more 

information about these events, visit website 

here.  

Catholic Relief Services carries out the commitment of 

the Bishops of the United States to assist the poor and 

vulnerable overseas. 
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For those who wish to make an individual 33 Days 

of Consecration, a daily guide is available here and 

a limited number of the books will be available for 

purchase at the Parish Office. (Contact the Parish 

Office to arrange for pick-up.)  

Year of St. Joseph 
Dec 8 2021 - Dec 8, 2022 

The Search Series 
What is this journey in between the event we call 

“birth” and the one we call “death”? Is the journey 

taking you somewhere, or are you leading 

yourself to some kind of destination – a 

destination that could extend beyond your last 

breath? What do you want from your life during 

the in between? The questions are there. And, the 

answers are too. 

We invite you to watch the 7 episodes of The 

Search Series on FORMED (https://

watch.formed.org/the-search) for your Lenten 

journey. Click on image to view the trailer. 

If you have not register, register for free here. 

Search for St. Joseph Basilica and follow the 

instruction. Registration is free 

Feeding the Hungry 
You may have heard of two Alameda programs to 

feed some of our homeless population: "Dine and 

Connect" has been around a few years, and in non-

COVID times includes "connecting" - visiting with the 

guests as well as feeding them, and this year's new 

"Feed Alameda" where restaurants prepare a 

nutritious meal at a discounted rate, paid through a 

combination of public funds and private donations. 

Members of different faith communities join together 

to serve the food on Mondays for Dine and Connect 

or Wednesdays for Feed America. If you are healthy 

and wish to volunteer in person, the following is 

information about how to volunteer during the current 

pandemic. If you have any questions or experience 

problems, contact Demeter Lamb, Alameda 

Volunteer at (510) 847-0950 (voice and text) or 

lyonlamb@mac.com. 

To sign-up or for more details, click on the following 

links: 

Dine and Connect  

Feed Alameda 

https://www.crsricebowl.org/speakers?ms=orbpri1121rbl00gen03&utm_source=rb-virtual-events&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=2021-rice-bowl
https://files.constantcontact.com/e1f4cf5c301/32f0c219-d2ea-46e5-87d3-b177a9045a26.pdf
https://watch.formed.org/the-search/videos/the-search-trailer
https://watch.formed.org/the-search/videos/the-search-trailer
https://formed.org/
mailto:lyonlamb@mac.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4aada628abfd0-dine
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F4AADA628ABFD0-alameda2
https://watch.formed.org/the-search/videos/the-search-trailer


 

 

      Recent & Ongoing News                                      

 

Celebrating Sundays With Children 

Looking for ways to worship with your youngsters during 

the pandemic? Some families attend the 9:30 Mass 

outdoors (advance registration required) and others view 

the noon live-streamed Mass from home and then come to 

the SJES parking lot for “drive-thru Communion” at 1:30 

pm. There are also opportunities designed especially for 

families with children: 

• Join the interactive Children’s Liturgy of the Word on 

Zoom at 10 am. Info and link at https://sjbalameda.org/

childrens-liturgy-of-the-word 

• Find a worship service for families based on each 

Sunday’s gospel complete with music, video, and an 

outline for your own Liturgy of the Word at https://

worship.pastoral.center 

• This can be a special time for your family to grow in faith 

together. If you have questions, contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or leave a message at 510-

995-9409 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults 

Do you know of someone who is 

interested in becoming a Catholic? 

RCIA continues to meet via ZOOM 

each week. Invite those thinking of  

becoming a Catholic to join us Wednesdays, 7:30 pm on 

ZOOM. Click here to join. 

Note: RCIA Inquiry will NOT meet on Ash Wednesday, but will 

resume February 24"  

Ushers For In-person Mass 
As we plan to return to worshipping in the Basilica, we 
would like to have more ushers so as not to burden our 
current volunteers.  Ushers are critical for making Mass 
flow smoothly and this ministry was developed with the 
utmost of safety protocols.  If you are  able to offer your 
service to important Ministry, please contact Eric 
Bertelsen: ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org or sign up here 
(“Volunteer Sign-up Form” tab).   
 

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to join our AV 

Support Team at the Sunday, 12 noon live-stream Mass. 

Please contact Alex Ramos: aramos94501@gmail.com if 

you would like to help out. 

Get Involved -  We need your time & talent! 
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Thank You! 
 

Stewardship:  

Donations Options 
 

 Online at Faith Direct 

which is easy and secure 

to register  

Click here to give with parish code 

CA702. If you need help with signing 

up or for more details, contact our 

Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: 

(510) 995 9411 or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org.  

 Mail in your weekly envelopes to: 

St. Joseph Basilica, 1109 

Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 

94501 
 

 Drop off your donations in the mail 

slot located at the Parish Office door.  
 

 At the Drive-through 

Communion collection baskets 

 

https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://worship.pastoral.center
https://worship.pastoral.center
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/ongoing-ministries
mailto:ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
mailto:aramos94501@gmail.com
https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org


 

    Mass Schedules  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Mondays: 6:00 - 7:00 pm (During Lent) 

Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 

(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 

12 noon livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Sunday Mass In The Quad 

9:30 am & 12 noon 

Reservation is required to attend 

the in-person Masses as 

attendance is limited to 100 

people per the Alameda County's 

COVID-19 Guidance.  

To reserve a spot to attend the in-

person Mass, please click on the 

following link: 

 https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-

mass-schedule 
 

 
12 Noon Sunday Mass 
Live-streaming on 
Basilica’s YouTube Channel 
 

YouTube Link: 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-

schedule 
  

Worship Aid: 

Click here 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Gathering Space 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page) 
 

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of 

Oakland are dispensed from 

the obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass and Holy Days of 

Obligation until further 

notice. We encourage you to live-stream 

Mass each weekend for those of you who 

prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm, weather 

permitting. Please get updates on Parish’s 

website. 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

 

 

Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 
their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Lhiza Brown, Jazlynn & 

Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fong Che, 

Jan Curtis, Greg Falkner, Peter 

Lim, David McGaffey, Amelia 

Miguel, Nory A. Reyes, Carol 

Rusca, Reena Salud, Ramon N. 

Tirona, Clifton & Lisa Williams & 

John Verduzco. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

Please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

or call (510) 995 9420 if you would like a name 

added to our prayer list.   

  Mass Intention 

  Saturday, February 20 

11:00am †Monte McEntee 
 

  

  Sunday, February 21 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad 

  †Jonathan Ramos 

  12-Noon Mass In The Quad 

  For The People of the Parish 

  - Living & Deceased 
 

  12 noon Mass - Live streamed  

  †Mrs Aurora Ocampo-Ago 
 
  Monday, February 22 

11:00am †Frank Ritter 
 
\\ 

  Tuesday, February 23 

11:00 am †Sally Gallagher 
 

11:00 am Wednesday, February 24 

  In Honor Of Our Blessed Mother 
 
 

  Thursday, February 25 

11:00 am  †Josephine Loan Nguyen 

 

  Friday, February 26 

11:00 am 1) †Nestor Valenzuela 

  2) †James Gold 

   

  Saturday, February 27 

11:00 am †Paz Posadas 

 

  Sunday, February 28 

  9:30am Mass In The Quad 

  For The People of The Parish 

  - Living & Deceased 

  12-Noon Mass In The Quad 

  Reena Salud - Healing 

  12 Noon Mass - Livestreamed 

  †Monte McEntee 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 
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Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

James Gold & Catherine ‘Kitty’ Long. 
(Kitty is a long time parishioner, and was actively 

involved with our Basilica Choir Group.) 
 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   and 

support to their families and friends. Eternal rest 

grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or Altar Flowers 
Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the flowers 

that decorate the Sanctuary, or one candle for the 

weekly Sanctuary Lamp.  Your intention will be 

printed in the weekly E-bulletin.  Donations for 

Altar Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor and select a date,  please contact 

Sherley Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 

(510) 995 9420. 

Mass Intention Request for the month 

of February and March is closed as dates are 

filled up. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

 General Information                                                                                                 Basilica E-Bulletin                                                               

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED during 
Shelter in place but we continue to serve you 
remotely. If you need to contact members of the 
Parish Staff, please communicate with us via EMAIL 
or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In 

Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how to 

connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: 
AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Parish Grief Ministry 

As the COVID-19 restrictions continue and 

we cannot meet as a group as usual, we 

want to reassure you that you are still in our 

hearts and prayers. We are also well aware 

that some parishioners have now suffered 

new losses. Remember, the Grief Ministry is 

here for you. If you need or desire support 

around your grief/grieving, please feel free 

to reach out to one of us - we are available 

to support you via telephone, email, or text  

Bill (510) 846-3882 (Cell/text), email: 

billkueppers@gmail.com;  

Suzanne (219) 879-4819 (Cell/text), mail: 

suzanne@morris.guide;  

Pamela (209) 814-2586 (Cell/text), email: 

pamelaprime1@gmail.com. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
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mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org
mailto:demcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
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