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E-Bulletin 

Second Sunday of Lent 
February 28, 2021 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 

Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 

Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; 

Mt 20:17-28 

Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 

Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; 

Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; 

Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19:8-11; 

1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 

Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

mailto:parish@sjbalameda.org
http://www.sjbalameda.org
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 Clergy Bulletin Letter 

Dear Friends, 

God did not even spare his own son, but send Him 

to us so that we can have the transformational 

effect in our life, as we are reminded during this 

season of Lent. We want to list a number of small 

actions/attitudes that may help us in our effort to 

feel good with the Lenten season. Adaptations 

according to individual situations make the 

suggestions a practical possibility. Following are a 

list of sample practices that can prompt us in 

making the season transformational. 

Gathering as a family to pray 

Visit to the Blessed Sacrament 

Join/pray Stations of the Cross 

Pray the rosary 

Abstain from social media 

Share an inspiring story 

Read the story of Jonah 

Donate food 

Help someone in need 

Appreciate another 

Write a letter of gratitude 

Reach out to someone ignored by you 

Make peace with someone 

Listen more 

Visit someone (Zoom) 

Speak less 

Less of beverages (coffee/drinks) 

Have some family time 

Share your meal 

Invite someone to discuss faith 

Read about missions 

Listen to spiritual talk 

Draw a scene from bible 

Compose a poem/ reflection on lent 

Think of St. Joseph 

Learn about Christian denominations 

Appreciate your parents 

Visit a senior living home (window) 

Remember the disabled 

Work on inner healing 

Perform Manual labor 

Clean the devotional objects at home 

Less TV time 

Watch a religious movie 

Visit a cemetery 

Less gossip 

Fill positive attitudes 

Share your faith experience 

Visit a neighboring church 

Moments of silence 

Read the parable of prodigal son 

Think of the people in your life 

Remember those who are saddened by you 

Confession 

Receive Eucharist 

Learn the prayers 

Practice patience 

Know your neighbors 

Take a spiritual walk 

Recite the act of contrition 

Pray the divine mercy 

Read about saints 

Display a Cross at home 

Less sugar intake 

Blessings, 

Fr. Sunil 

Start by doing what is 

necessary; then do what 

is possible; and suddenly 

you are doing the 

impossible.   

—St. Francis of Assisi 

HISTORY OF SALVATION 

The first reading today continues the “history of salvation” narrative that we hear throughout Lent this year. 
Today’s story was among the best-loved in the Jewish tradition (surely Joseph told the story to young Jesus 
as he formed him in the ways of their faith); the early fathers of the Church were very fond of it as a means 
of explaining the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. The overall tone of the first reading, psalm, and second 
reading seems a little incongruous with the dazzling Gospel until we remember that the Transfiguration was 
placed as the Gospel for this Sunday precisely to remind us of the glory that awaits those who live faithfully 
and obediently to the will of God. In the life of Jesus, it is a preview of the glory of his resurrection; for us it is 
a glimpse of the destiny of those who continue, as we heard in last week’s Gospel, to repent and believe in 
the Good News. —Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  
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Welcome The Stranger Update 

Welcome the Stranger ministry has come to the end 

of another year shepherding the family from 

Guatemala and helping them settle into life in the 

United States. It is time to take a short break before 

taking on another family. At our last meeting, we 

reminisced about all the families since this ministry 

started - our first family from Afghanistan who are 

now engaged in higher education and making a 

living wage driving with Amazon; our young man 

from Mexico who is studying to pass his driver’s test, 

working with his uncle and engaged to be married; 

our second Afghanistan family who had to return to 

their country because of health issues with their 

parents and who are struggling to return to the US 

and leave the political upheaval and family 

connections that pull them in opposite directions; 

and to our current family, who endured one of our 

hardest years with COVID, issues of racial injustice 

and a contentious election. They are now gainfully 

employed at an out-service agency which has them 

working with FedEx. They are also in the process of 

moving out of Welcome the Stranger’s house and 

into an apartment in Alameda that they have found 

and love. 

For our recent family, our Spanish speaking 

volunteers have been such an asset for navigating 

and adding the cultural context that was so much 

harder for us with our Afghani families who spoke 

Dari or Pashto. The barriers and challenges 

refugees face – language, education, employment, 

government red tape, medical care – all the things/

activities we take for granted are made easier by the 

dedication, ingenuity , power, spirit and prayer of so 

many of our volunteers.  

A special THANK YOU to our tremendous leader 

and role model, Anna Rossi and her magic wand , 

who gathers us together, keeps us on track and 

works out all of the little issues with her grace and 

guidance. 

During this time in our country when Immigration 

laws baffle us, where there is still a resistance to 

welcoming those who are fleeing their country due 

to persecution, violence and instability, where 

people forget how difficult it is to move across town, 

let alone leave your home, your family and your 

country – Welcome the Stranger has been the group 

of people who have not only supported, but have 

actively worked to help make it easier for these new 

friends to land on their feet and find a way to 

success in the United States. 

We all have gifts to offer – small things done with 

great love – that is the Catholic way. We are all on 

this pilgrimage of life together and we are so 

blessed to have been able to come to know each 

other and our refugee families so much better. Our 

eyes have been opened and we will forever look at 

the world and our fellow human beings in a different 

and welcoming light. 

Did You Pick Up 

Your CRS Rice 

Bowl? 

It is not too late to 

join other members 

of our parish 

community - and nearly 14,000 Catholic 

communities across the United States - in a life-

changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS 

Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl 

after Mass or found in the Basilica. Remember, your 

contributions to Rice Bowl helps those in need both 

globally and locally: 25% of the proceeds remain in 

the Oakland Diocese, with a portion being given out 

as grants to St. Vincent de Paul conferences and 

other organizations working to alleviate hunger and 

food insecurity in Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties.  Thank you for your support. 

Come… Be Inspired This Lent! 
Dominican Sisters of San Jose/Center 
of Education & Spirituality Offers A 
Special Lenten Virtual Program 
 

St. Teresa of Calcutta: 
Example Listening to the Call and Tending 

in Love the Poor 

Sunday, March 14, 2-4pm 

St. Teresa inspired all who are called to 

compassionate care of the poor in the footsteps of 

Jesus. She recognized the face of Christ in the 

“poorest of the poor”. She discerned that her call to 

love Jesus was embodied in people. This is our call 
to respond to the global needs today. 

Registration fee is $20.  Registered by March 13. 

Here to register. 

https://ces-event.myshopify.com/products/come-be-inspired
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Shower with Cards 

As we journey through our spiritual desert of Lent, 

we remember the desert of the pandemic that affects 

our brothers and sisters who are homebound, care 

home residents, and shelter residents. We will 

continue to help them carry their crosses in special 

prayer, and help them feel the joy of Easter with 

cards. If you would like to help us bring joy to care 

home residents and the women and children at 

Midway Shelter, please drop completed Easter cards 

in our donation box on the rectory porch by Friday, 

March 19th. God bless your Lenten almsgiving! Your 

generosity matters to so many people. Questions 

and suggestions are always welcome at 

sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com.  

Need Help Getting the COVID19 
Vaccine? 

We are here to help! You are currently eligible to 

receive the COVID19 vaccine if you are 65 years old 

or older, a healthcare worker, or an essential worker 

in agriculture/food, education/childcare, emergency 

services. If you cannot get the vaccine through your 

healthcare provider or do not have a healthcare 

provider, you can get an appointment for your 

vaccine at myturn.ca.gov or by calling 833-422-4255. 

If you need assistance navigating the website, or 

need an advocate to help you call, please reach out 

to us at sjbasilica.ourtreach@gmail.com, or call the 

office.  

RCIA Update… A very special event at the 9:30 

am Mass last week as the Rite of Election was 

celebrated. With the support and affirmation of their 

sponsors and the community, our catechumens Harper 

May Vaughn, Bill Lawson and Christina Rios have 

inscribed their names in the Book of the Elect and been 

declared as "Elect" (chosen) by Fr. Mario standing in for 

Bishop Barber. They now enter the final period of 

preparation for the sacraments of initiation this Easter. 

(For pictures of the event, visit our Facebook page 

here) 

They will celebrate the Scrutinies during the 9:30 Mass 

on the Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of Lent, “to 

deliver the Elect from the power of sin and Satan, to protect them against temptation, and to give them 

strength in Christ….” (RCIA 141) We will use the readings from Cycle A those weeks because of the 

importance of the Scrutinies. 

Newcomers are always welcome; Inquiry is offered on Wednesday nights for those thinking about becoming 

Catholic.  For information visit sjbalameda.org/page/rcia/ 

For those who wish to make an individual 33 

Days of Consecration, a daily guide is available 

here.  Books are expected to be delivered on 

March 1 and cost is $15. If you wish to purchase 

one, email secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 

510-995 9420. 

Year of St. Joseph 
Dec 8 2021 - Dec 8, 2022 

mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
myturn.ca.gov
mailto:sjbasilica.ourtreach@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=sjbalameda&set=a.815763508521857
sjbalameda.org/page/rcia/
https://files.constantcontact.com/e1f4cf5c301/32f0c219-d2ea-46e5-87d3-b177a9045a26.pdf
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

      Recent & Ongoing News                                      

 

Celebrating Sundays With Children 

Looking for ways to worship with your youngsters during 

the pandemic? Some families attend the 9:30 Mass 

outdoors (advance registration required) and others view 

the noon live-streamed Mass from home and then come 

to the SJES parking lot for “drive-thru Communion” at 

1:30 pm. There are also opportunities designed 

especially for families with children: 

• Join the interactive Children’s Liturgy of the Word on 

Zoom at 10 am. Info and link at https://

sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word 

• Find a worship service for families based on each 

Sunday’s gospel complete with music, video, and an 

outline for your own Liturgy of the Word at https://

worship.pastoral.center 

• This can be a special time for your family to grow in 

faith together. If you have questions, contact Anne 

Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or leave a 

message at 510-995-9409 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Do you know of someone who 

is interested in becoming a 

Catholic? RCIA continues to 

meet via ZOOM each week. 

Invite those thinking of  

becoming a Catholic to join us 

Wednesdays, 7:30 pm on 

ZOOM. Click here to join. 

 

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring  

the  weekly Sanctuary Lamp.  Your 

intention will be printed in the weekly E-

bulletin.  Donations at $20. 

To sponsor and select a date,  please 

contact Sherley Lim at:  

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 

995 9420. 

Ushers For In-person Mass 
As we plan to return to worshipping in the Basilica, we 
would like to have more ushers so as not to burden our 
current volunteers.  Ushers are critical for making Mass 
flow smoothly and this ministry was developed with the 
utmost of safety protocols.  If you are  able to offer your 
service to important Ministry, please contact Eric 
Bertelsen: ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org or sign up here 
(“Volunteer Sign-up Form” tab).   
 

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to join our AV 

Support Team at the Sunday, 12 noon live-stream Mass. 

Please contact Alex Ramos: aramos94501@gmail.com if 

you would like to help out. 

Get Involved -  We need your time & talent! 

Basilica E-Bulletin: February 28, 2021             

Financial 
Stewardship: 
Support your 
Parish With  

Faith Direct 

What is Faith 

Direct? It enables parishioners to make 

church contributions through either 

direct debit from your bank account or 

through your credit/debit card.  No more 

writing checks and mailing or  dropping 

them off to the Parish Office during 

Shelter in Place. Now you can apply the 

convenience of direct debit to your 

parish offerings in much the same way 

as you may now use it to make your 

mortgage, car, etc. To enroll visit: 

www.faithdirect.net and our parish code 

is CA702.  All enrolment is secure 

online. If you need help, please contact 

our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg, 

(510) 995-9411 or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org. 

 

Upcoming Collection Next 

Weekend: Maintenance  

You can donate through FaithDirect.  Or, 

you can mail or drop the envelope to the 

Parish Office. Please help to defray the 

costs of maintaining our Basilica and 

Grounds. Thank you for your support. 

https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://worship.pastoral.center
https://worship.pastoral.center
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/ongoing-ministries
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
mailto:aramos94501@gmail.com
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org


 

    Mass Schedules  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Mondays: 6:00 - 7:00 pm (During Lent) 

Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm (Regular Time) 

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm (closed 

11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 12 noon 

livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid touching 

surfaces and to wash hands as often as 

possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Sunday Masses 

 In The Quad 

9:30 am & 12 noon 

Reservation is required to 

attend either one of the in-

person Masses as 

attendance is limited to 100 

people on a first come first 

serve. 
 

Please click on the following link to reserve a 

spot: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-

schedule 
 

Note: Reservation is opened on Monday 

afternoons and close at 2 pm on Fridays. 

 
12 Noon Sunday Mass 
Live-streaming on 
Basilica’s YouTube Channel 
 

YouTube Link: 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule 
  

Worship Aid: Please click here 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Gathering 
Space 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available 

on our Facebook Page) 
 

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  
 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation 

until further notice. We encourage you to live-

stream Mass each weekend for those of you 

who prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm, weather 

permitting. For updates visit Parish’s 

Website: sjbalameda.org 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
sjbalameda.org


 

 

 

Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 
their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza Brown, 

Jazlynn & Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fong Che, Jan 

Curtis, Greg Falkner, Peter Lim, David McGaffey, 

Amelia Miguel, Nory A. Reyes, Carol Rusca, Reena 

Salud, Ramon N. Tirona & John Verduzco. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

Please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

or call (510) 995 9420 if you would like a name 

added to our prayer list.   

  Mass Intention 

  Saturday, February 27 

11:00am †Pas Posadas 
 

  

  Sunday, February 28 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad 

  For The People of the Parish  

  - Living & Deceased 

  12-Noon Mass Live-streamed 

  †Monte McEntee 
 

  12 noon Mass In The Quad  

  Reena Salud - Healing 
 
  Monday, March 1 

11:00am †Marion Texier - Death Anniversary 

 
\\ 

  Tuesday, March 2 

11:00 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
 

11:00 am Wednesday, March 3 

  1) †Josephine Loan Nguyen 

  2) †Denise Ranish 
 
 

  Thursday, March 4 

11:00 am  1) †Hue Ngo 

  2)† Roman Yriarte 

 

  Friday, March 5 

11:00 am †Salvador Solorzano 
   

  Saturday, March 6 

11:00 am †Amelia Vivo Santiago 
 

  Sunday, March 7 

  9:30am Mass In The Quad 

  People of the Parish 

  - Living & Deceased 

  12-Noon Mass In The Quad 

  Nicholas & The AuYong Family 

  - Thanksgiving 
 

  12 Noon Mass - Livestreamed 

  †Angela Naclerio 
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Mass Intention Request  

for the month of March & April is closed as 

dates are filled up. 

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Ron McPeak 
 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   and 

support to his family and friends. Eternal rest grant 

unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 

him.  May he rest in peace. Amen. 

Saint of the 
Week: SAINT 
KATHARINE 
DREXEL 

Katharine Drexel is an 

excellent example of 

that practical charity and 

generous solidarity with 

the less fortunate which 

has long been the distinguishing mark of American 

Catholics. May her example helps young people, in 

particular, to appreciate that no greater treasure can 

be found in this world than in following Christ with an 

undivided heart and in using generously the gifts we 

have received. —St. John Paul II, Homily, October 

1, 2000 

—Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Saint photo 

courtesy of Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED during 
Shelter in place but we continue to serve you 
remotely. If you need to contact members of the 
Parish Staff, please communicate with us via EMAIL 
or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In 

Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how to 

connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: 
AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Parish Grief Ministry 

As the COVID-19 restrictions continue and 

we cannot meet as a group as usual, we 

want to reassure you that you are still in our 

hearts and prayers. We are also well aware 

that some parishioners have now suffered 

new losses. Remember, the Grief Ministry is 

here for you. If you need or desire support 

around your grief/grieving, please feel free 

to reach out to one of us - we are available 

to support you via telephone, email, or text  

Bill (510) 846-3882 (Cell/text), email: 

billkueppers@gmail.com;  

Suzanne (219) 879-4819 (Cell/text), mail: 

suzanne@morris.guide;  

Pamela (209) 814-2586 (Cell/text), email: 

pamelaprime1@gmail.com. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
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