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 Clergy Bulletin Letter 

You may respond, “well, I 

watch Mass on tv,” or “I go 

to the drive-through.” Not 

to mention, “we are 

dispensed from attending 

Mass on Sunday.” All 

good points. So, let me 

posit a response of my own. It is important to 

attend Mass in-person (if we are healthy enough 

to), because the gathering at Mass is sacramental, 

which means that it is a visible sign of some 

invisible reality. God, from the beginning of history, 

has desired nothing else but to gather all peoples 

to himself, which Jesus Christ brought about 

through His Church. When we come together in 

our small community, we are actually a sign of the 

Universal Church present throughout the world. 

We affirm that God is active, and his plan is 

coming to fruition. Second, the visible actions that 

take place at Mass reflect what is happening in 

heaven. There, Jesus Christ offers the Father 

perfect worship with all the angels and saints 

around him. At Mass, we are drawn into Jesus’ act 

of worship. To put it plainly, what happens at Mass 

is a foretaste of heaven. Don’t we all want to 

experience that in-person? 

I am not writing this to guilt trip anyone. If, because 

of your health, you do not feel safe attending Mass 

outside, then by all means, stay home and watch 

the livestream. But a year has gone by since the 

pandemic distanced us, and I sense that some 

members of the Church are convincing themselves 

that they can get by on their own. Weighing all 

your personal circumstances, I invite you, with 

sincere love, to consider if one hour a week at 

Mass, outside, is something that you can do. You 

are important to me and your faith family. Stay 

healthy physically, but also spiritually. And if I am 

preaching to the choir, maybe this letter is a 

summons for you to invite someone to Mass with 

you who has not been in a while. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

 

 

 

Dear St. Joseph family, 

This week we moved into the Basilica for daily 

Mass at 11am, a little bit ahead of the schedule 

that I wrote about in the Bulletin two weeks ago. I 

want to thank all of you who have attended, for 

your patience with making some adjustments from 

Mass to Mass. This is an important step for our 

community. As I wrote in that bulletin, with 

recommendations from the Re-opening 

Committee, I have decided to look at a move-in 

date for Sunday Mass that mirrors conditions that 

are similar to when the county gave us approval to 

return indoors in the late Summer/early Fall. If you 

are not coming to daily Mass, and you have time 

during the week, consider attending, as it will help 

you to gauge your readiness for attending Sunday 

Mass inside. 

I’d like to note that there is no sign-up for daily 

Mass, as there is (and will continue to be) for 

Sunday Mass. Yet, all the other protocols apply. 

Please wear a mask at all times, keep 6 feet 

distance (pews are marked off to help this), and do 

a health screening for yourself before you arrive. If 

you have any cold or flu-like symptoms also 

associated with COVID-19, please stay at home. 

In addition to moving inside, we also began a 12 

pm Mass in the quad two weeks ago. These first 

two weeks, the registration has been lower than 

expected, about one third, to half of the 9:30 am 

attendance. Now, I recognize that attending an in-

person gathering makes some of us recoil, 

especially those of us who are older or have a pre-

existing condition. Sometimes, however, we don’t 

worry about it so much. A couple of weeks ago I 

was helping out a friend who has hit some tough 

times. I met him at Walmart in order to help him 

buy some essential items. The amount of people 

inside and the lack of social distancing had me 

scratching my head. Unless you have gone into 

total hermit mode, I would venture to say you have 

had similar experiences over the past year. When 

we go to the store, we don’t really bat an eye, but 

when it comes to attending even an outdoor Mass, 

some of us run for the hills. I understand how this 

can be the case for you if you are older or have an 

underlying health condition, but if you are younger 

and have no underlying health issues, I’d like you 

to consider why. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Although we have not been able to 

gather in person as we normally do 

for nearly a year, I am eager for the 

day when we can open the doors to 

our beautiful Cathedral of Christ the 

Light and all our churches, to 

celebrate Holy Mass together. 

The challenges of the past year bring sharply into 

focus the need for spiritual strength. For some time 

now, I have been reflecting on this Scripture verse: 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my 

help come? 

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven 

and earth. Psalm 121 

When we are seeking help, consolation, and 

encouragement, we turn to our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Today, for so many, that prayer is 

made in your home. As children, we learned to 

pray first with our parents. Now, even more so, we 

are experiencing church at home, through our 

parish’s livestream Masses, spiritual and social 

online gatherings. 

While some of the ways we gather have changed, 

the work of the Church has stayed strong. The 

ministries of our Diocese have found creative and 

new ways to reach out and connect with everyone. 

We have all used technology, creativity, and 

ingenuity to keep the work of the Diocese 

available, accessible and meaningful. We are here 

2021 Bishop’s Appeal: Rebuild My Church 
A Message From Bishop Barber 

and not just ready to serve; we are 

serving. 

It is the time of year when I come to 

each of you and seek your financial 

support to maintain our vital 

diocesan services and programs. 

Our religious education and faith 

formation, pastoral ministries, 

clergy support, seminarian 

formation and care for our retired priests all rely 

on your gifts to keep going. Will you please help 

me assure that the resources are provided to 

continue the care and outreach that is so 

important to our collective spirit? 

We continue with the theme Rebuild My Church 

for a third year. It seems more appropriate than 

ever. With your gifts, and prayers, we will meet 

the challenges and opportunities ahead, together. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

The Most Reverend Michael C. Barber, S.J. 

Bishop of Oakland 

 
 

N.B. All gifts to the Bishop’s Appeal go solely 

to those purposes listed above. Funds are 

never redirected to any other use. Pledge 

cards and envelopes can be found at the in-

person Masses or in the Basilica.  Help our 

Parish to meet the goal of $51,000 this year. 

(Last year we reached 41% of the goal). 

A Prayer for Pope Francis 

On March 13th, we celebrate the eighth anniversary of Pope Francis’ election! 
Say a prayer for the Holy Father.  

O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful, look favorably on your servant 
Francis, whom you have set at the head of your Church as her shepherd;  

Grant, we pray, that by word and example he may be of service to those over 

whom he presides so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care, he may 
come to everlasting life.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Photo 
credits/Getty Images; CNS photo/Paul Haring/The Third Sunday of Lent March 7, 2021CatholicCurrent  
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Diocesan Event Invitation: 
Closing Mass For The 500 Years Of Filipino Christianity 
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland 
March 16, 2021 @ 7:00 pm 

For four years, the Filipino communities in the Diocese of Oakland have 

organized activities - talks, pilgrimages, prayers, and fiesta celebrations - to 

commemorate the 500th anniversary of the arrival of the Christian faith in the 

Philippines. To conclude this celebration, we will have a Thanksgiving Mass to 

be presided by Bishop Michael Barber, SJ of the Diocese of Oakland on 

Tuesday, March 16th, 2021 at the Cathedral of Christ the Light at 7PM. Given 

the current COVID protocol, only 300 people can attend in person to this said 

event - first come first serve. 

To register, kindly click on this link. Others who prefer to join virtually can watch via livestream here. (Note: 

Read important guidelines to the in-person Mass attendance here.) 

We hope and pray that you, your families, and your communities can be with us as we thank God for the gift 

of faith that has helped us through all these years. Mabuhay po tayong lahat! 

Father Erick Villa 

On behalf of the Filipino Clergy of the Diocese of Oakland 

 

Decorate the Mercy Tree for Lent 

You may have noticed the bare-branched “trees” in the Basilica, part of our 

Lenten environment. The one near the ambo can be brought to life and 

transformed into a Works of Mercy Tree, one of the activities shared by our 

Special Needs Inclusion Ministry. Households are invited to create simple 

booklets with the Corporal or Spiritual Works of Mercy they have committed to 

perform during Lent, punch a hole to thread with yarn, and either hang it on the 

tree by the ambo or one you make at home. (Find instructions and view many 

other resources on our website at https://sjbalameda.org/lenten-activitiesfor-

families.  

Novena To St. Joseph  
March 10 through 18 
6 - 7 pm @ Gathering Space 

Our Legion of Mary, Simbang Gabi & Pastoral Care Ministries invite you to join 

them for the Novena to St. Joseph, nine days preceding the Solemnity of St. 

Joseph on March 19. Please observe Covid guidelines of social distancing and 

mask at all times when participating in-person Novena. 

For those who wish to make an individual Novena, the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has composed a Novena to be 

prayed yearly on March 10-18, the nine days that precede the Solemnity of St. 

Joseph. Each day of the novena will be accompanied by a reflection video from 

the bishops of the Committee on Divine Worship. Click here to link/resources.  

(Picture: USCCB) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSer4_1l4fq3A_WTjQTAAB17YRH_iLC5lzCbaabKptO4ihZokg/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLfby9SBcsk&feature=youtu.be
https://files.constantcontact.com/e1f4cf5c301/c89f2bee-10b8-4990-b3f4-1b984c6edd80.pdf
https://sjbalameda.org/lenten-activitiesfor-families
https://sjbalameda.org/lenten-activitiesfor-families
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/novena-for-the-solemnity-of-saint-joseph?mc_cid=d475461efe&mc_eid=c77866894b


 

FORMED VIDEO PICK FOR THE FAMILY: Living Lent As A Family 
Get grounded! This 4-Part series is ideal for Catholic 

families looking for practical ways to better align their busy 

schedules with the liturgical calendar of the Church. Have 

you ever wanted to live more liturgically but not known how? 

We want to help all families by providing these discussions 

on liturgical living during Lent to be a resource for the 

Domestic Church - the home. We pray that these 

discussions bless you and your family. Click on image to 

start watching. 

If you have not signed-up with FORMED, an online 

database full of Catholic media, click here and follow the 

steps. Search for St. Joseph Basilica. Registration is free.   
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Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
Partnership Opportunity 

CRS, the official international humanitarian agency of the U.S. Catholic community, invites you to learn about 

their new initiative to partner with Catholics in their lifesaving work overseas, on Thursday, March 25th at 

2:00 pm. At this Virtual Launch Event we will learn about how CRS is succeeding in bringing about 

transformational change and how we’ll have the opportunity to take meaningful action on behalf of the 

communities served by CRS.  

For more information or to register, contact Stephan Pippen at 510 508 1063 or Nancy Cytron at 510 521 

7932.  

Liza Nguyen Heald celebrated the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens at the noon 

Mass last Sunday, the first step on her journey to baptism. (Pictured being signed with the Cross.) RCIA 

continues to welcome new inquirers in spite of COVID. Visit https://sjbalameda.org/rcia if someone you know is 

interested in becoming Catholic.  

https://formed.org/
https://watch.formed.org/living-lent-as-a-family/videos/formed-now-living-lent-as-a-family-part-1-of-4
https://sjbalameda.org/rcia


 

 

      Recent & Ongoing News                                      

 

Celebrating Sundays With 

Children 

Looking for ways to worship with your 

youngsters during the pandemic? Some 

families attend the 9:30 Mass outdoors 

(advance registration required) and others 

view the noon live-streamed Mass from 

home and then come to the SJES parking 

lot for “drive-thru Communion” at 1:30 pm. 

There are also opportunities designed 

especially for families with children: 

• Join the interactive Children’s Liturgy of 

the Word on Zoom at 10 am. Info and 

link at https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-

liturgy-of-the-word 

• Find a worship service for families 

based on each Sunday’s gospel 

complete with music, video, and an 

outline for your own Liturgy of the Word 

at https://worship.pastoral.center 

• This can be a special time for your 

family to grow in faith together. If you 

have questions, contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or leave a 

message at 510-995-9409 

 

Rite of 

Christian 

Initiation of 

Adults 

Do you know of 

someone who is 

interested in 

becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to 

meet via ZOOM each week. Invite those 

thinking of  

becoming a Catholic to join us 

Wednesdays, 7:30 pm on ZOOM. Click 

Ushers For In-person Mass 
As we plan to return to worshipping in the Basilica, we 
would like to have more ushers so as not to burden our 
current volunteers.  Ushers are critical for making Mass 
flow smoothly and this ministry was developed with the 
utmost of safety protocols.  If you are  able to offer your 
service to important Ministry, please contact Eric 
Bertelsen: ariku@aol.com or sign up here (“Volunteer 
Sign-up Form” tab).   

Get Involved -  We need your time & talent! 
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Grow In Faith 
Additional Lent Resources links: 
• United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops 

• Loyola Press 

• Lenten Daily Reflections with Bishop 

Baron 

For those who wish to make an 

individual 33 Days of 

Consecration, a daily guide is 

available here.  Books are 

available from the Parish office 

at cost of $15. If you wish to 

purchase one, email 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or 

call 510-995 9420. 

Year of St. Joseph 
Dec 8 2021 - Dec 8, 2022 

This Weekend Second Collection: 

Maintenance  

You can donate through FaithDirect.  Or, you can 

mail or drop the envelope to the Parish Office. Please 

help to defray the costs of maintaining our Basilica 

and Grounds. Thank you for your support. 

Shower with Cards 

As we journey through our spiritual desert of Lent, we 

remember the desert of the pandemic that affects our 

brothers and sisters who are homebound, care home 

residents, and shelter residents. We will continue to help 

them carry their crosses in special prayer, and help them 

feel the joy of Easter with cards. If you would like to help us 

bring joy to care home residents and the women and 

children at Midway Shelter, please drop completed Easter 

cards in our donation box on the rectory porch by Friday, 

March 19th. God bless your Lenten almsgiving! Your 

generosity matters to so many people. Questions and 

suggestions are always welcome at 

sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com.  

https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://worship.pastoral.center
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:ariku@aol.com
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar/lent
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar/lent
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/
https://www.lentreflections.com/
https://www.lentreflections.com/
https://files.constantcontact.com/e1f4cf5c301/32f0c219-d2ea-46e5-87d3-b177a9045a26.pdf
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com


 

    Mass Schedules  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Mondays: 6:00 - 7:00 pm (During Lent) 

Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm (Regular Time) 

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm (closed 

11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 12 noon 

livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid touching 

surfaces and to wash hands as often as 

possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Sunday Masses 

 In The Quad 

9:30 am & 12 noon 

Reservation is required to 

attend either one of the in-

person Masses as 

attendance is limited to 100 

people on a first come first 

serve. 
 

Please click on the following link to reserve a 

spot: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-

schedule 
 

Note: Reservations open on Monday 

afternoons and close at 2 pm on Fridays. 

 
12 Noon Sunday Mass 
Live-streaming on 
Basilica’s YouTube Channel 
 

YouTube Link: 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule 
  

Worship Aid: Please click here 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available 

on our Facebook Page) 
 

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation 

until further notice. We encourage you to live-

stream Mass each weekend for those of you 

who prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm, weather 

permitting. For updates visit Parish’s 

Website: sjbalameda.org 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
sjbalameda.org


 

 

 

Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 
their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza Brown, 

Jazlynn & Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fong Che, Jan 

Curtis, Greg Falkner, David McGaffey, Amelia 

Miguel, Nory A. Reyes, Reena Salud, Ramon N. 

Tirona & John Verduzco. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

Please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

or call (510) 995 9420 if you would like a name 

added to our prayer list.   

  Mass Intention 

  Saturday, March 06 

11:00am †Amelia Vivo Santiago 
 

  

  Sunday, March 07 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad 

  For The People Of The Parish 

  - Living and Deceased 

  12-Noon Mass Live-streamed 

  †Angela Naclerio 
 

  12 noon Mass In The Quad  

  Nicholas & The AuYong Family 
  - Thanksgiving 
 
  Monday, March 08 

11:00am †Monte McEntee 

 
\\ 

  Tuesday, March 09 

11:00 am Belinda Rejano - Birthday 
 

11:00 am Wednesday, March 10 

  Thuy Nguyen - Birthday 
 
 

  Thursday, March 11 

11:00 am  †Lillias Brown 

 

  Friday, March 12 

11:00 am Chris Alegre - Birthday 
   

  Saturday, March 13 

11:00 am 1)†Matija & Marijan Sepic 

  2)†Nancy Mallilin 
 

  Sunday, March 14 

  9:30am Mass In The Quad 

  For The People Of The Parish 

  12-Noon Mass In The Quad 

  †Fr. Rene Rodillas 
 

  12 Noon Mass - Livestreamed 

  †Monte McEntee 

   

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 
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Mass Intention Request  

for the month of March & April is closed as 

dates are filled up. 

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

parishioners, 

Jim McGuckin, Eric Sahlin &  
Catherine Cardelli.  

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers and 

support to their families and friends. Eternal rest 

grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.  May they rest in peace.  

Amen. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the month of 

March is sponsored (anonymous)  

for the repose of  

All Souls+ 

HEAVEN 

Heaven is at present out of sight, but in due time, 

as the snow melts and discovers what it lay upon, 

so will this visible creation fade away before 

those greater splendors which are behind it. 

—John Henry Newman  

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED during 
Shelter in place but we continue to serve you 
remotely. If you need to contact members of the 
Parish Staff, please communicate with us via EMAIL 
or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In 

Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how to 

connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: 
AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Parish Grief Ministry 

As the COVID-19 restrictions continue and 

we cannot meet as a group as usual, we 

want to reassure you that you are still in our 

hearts and prayers. We are also well aware 

that some parishioners have now suffered 

new losses. Remember, the Grief Ministry is 

here for you. If you need or desire support 

around your grief/grieving, please feel free 

to reach out to one of us - we are available 

to support you via telephone, email, or text  

Bill (510) 846-3882 (Cell/text), email: 

billkueppers@gmail.com;  

Suzanne (219) 879-4819 (Cell/text), mail: 

suzanne@morris.guide;  

Pamela (209) 814-2586 (Cell/text), email: 

pamelaprime1@gmail.com. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org
mailto:demcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:suzanne@morris.guide
mailto:pamelaprime1@gmail.com


 


