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Clergy Bulletin Letter

Dear St. Joseph family,

Happy Feast Day of St. Joseph! | want to congratulate the group who
completed the 33 Day Consecration to St. Joseph. Because it was such a
meaningful experience, another group is being formed to begin the
consecration on March 29, so as to finish on May 1, the Feast Day of St.
Joseph the Worker. If you would like to join, please fill out the registration
form here. This group plans to meet weekly, instead of daily, to pray and reflect on the short daily
meditations that you will read on your own from the book written by Fr. Donald Callaway. We have
some books available to purchase for $15.

Moving on to returning to the Basilica for in-person Mass, I'd like to remind you about my bulletin letter
from a couple of weeks ago. In that letter, | highlighted a couple of important aspects of attending Mass
in person and asked you to reflect upon your physical capacity to return to Mass, even if only outside. |
invite you to continue to consider this invitation, as the schedule for returning to a regular schedule for
indoor services continues to clarify. In the next week, expect to see a schedule for Holy Week and
Easter.

In preparation for indoor Mass, we will be holding a training for ushers on Saturday, March 27th, from
12:30 pm to 2:00 pm. At this meeting, we will walk through the protocols, which are not complicated. |
am asking you to consider coming to this meeting, even if you are not a current usher. Just so you
know, | am asking that 7-9 ushers be present at each Mass. If we want to resume a normal schedule of
4-5 Masses on a weekend, that will require about 35-45 ushers. Right now, we have a committed team
of about 25 ushers. So, you see the need.

On a more spiritual note, as the season of Lent moves toward completion, | invite you to take some
time to reflect on how these last weeks have been. Has your prayer, fasting, and almsgiving led you to
a deeper awareness of your need for Christ, and His desire to satisfy that need, like the woman at the
well? If not, you still have a couple of weeks left. Come to the Basilica for prayer, especially on the next
two Fridays from noon-7pm, and spend time before the Blessed Sacrament. Come to Confession on a
Monday from 6-7 pm or Saturday from 3:30-5 pm. Do something out of the ordinary for someone, even
something very simple, and you will find joy. Then you will be ready for Easter.

With much love,
Fr. Mario

Ushers For In-person Mass

If you are able to offer your service to this important Ushers Ministry, please contact Eric Bertelsen:
ariku@aol.com or sign up here (“Volunteer Sign-up Form” tab).
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HE MADE HIS DWELLING AMONG US
The Annunciation and the Gospel of Life

The Annunciation celebrates the visit of the angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary to
inform her that she was to be the mother of Jesus. On this great feast day of the
Solemnity Of The Annunciation Of The Lord (March 25), we not only recall Mary’s
courageous “yes” to God, but we also celebrate the Incarnation of Christ, our
Savior. For it was there, in the womb of a woman, nine months before the
celebration of the manger, that “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us” (John 1:14).

The celebration of the Annunciation coincides with the anniversary of the papal
encyclical Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life). This prophetic document on the
dignity and inviolability of every human life was put forth by Pope John Paul Il on
the Solemnity of the Annunciation in 1995. The intimate connection of these two
events highlights a profound reality about the identity and value of every human
person.

Luke’s Gospel tells us that by the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ would be

conceived within the womb of Mary. It was there, in the womb of the Blessed Mother, that Christ first took on
human flesh and made his dwelling among us. Like us, the unborn child Jesus grew and developed beneath the
shelter of his mother’s loving heart. Through Christ’s Incarnation, God chose to share fully and intimately in our
humanity and bridge all distance between God and man, so that we may dwell together.

The Church teaches us that “by His incarnation, the Son of God has united Himself in some fashion with every
man.” God desired to dwell among us, as one of us, in order to bring us salvation. This truth “reveals to humanity
not only the boundless love of God... but also the incomparable value of every human person.”

Each of us is made in the image and likeness of our Creator, to share in the very life of God himself. This reality
“reveals the greatness and the inestimable value of human life.” The human person is “a manifestation of God in
the world, a sign of his presence, a trace of his glory.” Created through the love of the Father, each one of us
bears “an indelible imprint of God.” By sharing in our humanity, Christ invites us to share in his divinity, that we
might dwell with Him for eternity.

Therefore, “the Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person and the Gospel of life are a
single and indivisible Gospel.” Through Christ's descent to earth God desires to raise each one of us to the
heights of heaven. May we recognize that to proclaim the Gospel of Life is to proclaim Christ, the one who made
his dwelling among us.

Scriptural excerpt from NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Excerpts from Evangelium vitae © 1995, Gaudium et Spes:
Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World © 1965, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. iStock.com/
TatianaDavidova; iStock.com/sedmak. Photos used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, DC.

FEAST OF FAITH: The First Reading: Each Sunday, we listen to three scripture readings. The first
reading usually comes from the Old Testament. “The New Testament lies hidden in the Old; the Old Testament comes
fully to light in the New,” we read in the Introduction to the Lectionary. “Christ himself is the center and fullness of the
whole of Scripture” (5). On Sundays, these readings usually have a close connection to the Gospel. In this season of
Lent, for example, the Exodus account of the thirst of the Israelites in the desert is paired with the Samaritan woman’s
encounter with Jesus at the well. Ezekiel’s vision of the Lord raising people from their graves is paired with the narrative
of Christ raising Lazarus from the dead.

The readings are taken from many sources - historical books like Judges, Kings, and the Acts of the Apostles, prophets
like Isaiah and Ezekiel, wisdom literature like Proverbs or Ecclesiastes. But no matter its genre, the first reading always
ends with the same acclamation: “The word of the Lord.” The scriptures are written by human authors who wrote in
widely different cultural and historical contexts, but these human authors are also divine instruments through whom God
speaks to us. And so we say, “Thanks be to God.”

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.


http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html
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RCIA UPDATE - THE THIRD SCRUTINY

Our Elect in their final preparation for Baptism this Easter celebrate the Third Scrutiny at the 9:30 Mass
today, the Fifth Sunday of Lent. This formal rite of the Church “should complete the conversion of the elect
and deepen their resolve to hold fast to Christ and to carry out their decision to love God above all.” (RCIA
141). But the celebration of the Scrutinies should encourage each of us in the same efforts. Today’s Gospel
(from Cycle A, required for the Scrutinies) tells of the raising of Lazarus. What prevents us from living the life
to which Christ calls us? How can we help unbind others, so that they can live more fully?

While our Elect Bill, Christina, Jessica and Harper May are in their final preparation, others continue the
journey to the sacraments. Newcomers are welcome. Visit www.sjbalameda.org/rcia or email Anne Marie at
afourre@sjbalameda.org for information

Easter Baskets for Midway Shelter

A subgroup of the Shower with Cards Volunteers is currently working on ERRIRR I Sl s BIVING
putting together Easter Baskets for the women and children at Midway
Shelter. We are in need of items for the 11 moms, such as baskets, large
sweatshirts, socks, underwear, hygiene items, gift cards to Walmart, Kohl’s,
Safeway, bathroom towels, chocolates, Easter Candy, cotton spandex
pants, (yoga pants), T-Shirts, If you are able to donate, please contact Terri
Kallsen at trkallsen@gmail.com. Donations of baskets and basket items
will be accepted until Wednesday, March 31. Thank you for your generosity
in this season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.

God Bless Our Newly Baptized Babies - Welcome To The Family!
Lorenzo Joseph Arrieta Burka and Gianna Elizabeth Marcenelle. Please keep them, their parents and
godparents in your prayers.


http://www.sjbalameda.org/rcia
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:trkallsen@gmail.com

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Basilica E-Bulletin March 21, 2021

Nord Grand Stage Piano
Fundraisex
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Support Our Music And Livestream
Ministries

The Parish has recently purchased a Nord Grand
Stage Piano for our Music Ministry. If you can help
with the cost, please use one of our donation
envelopes found in the Basilica or at the in-person
Masses. Or, you can donate online with
FaithDirect here. All funds that exceed the cost of
the piano will be used for audio-visual technology
that supports our live stream.

(Envelopes can be dropped or mail to the Parish
Office or at the in-person Masses)

Phishing Scam Warning!

We have heard recently from several parishioners,
that the email scam is underway again. As we
have shared before, it is a national scam. You can
google “priest scam gift cards” and see how wide-
spread it is. We need to battle this through
education and communication.

If you received a ‘gmail.com’ account from any of
our priest or parish staff, please do not response. It
appears that the sender is phishing for valid email
addresses and if you respond, the sender will
follow-up with a request for some sort of monetary
assistance, for example gift cards.

It is truly unfortunate that cyber criminals will
attempt to exploit the generous nature of our
Parish Family. If you receive an unusual request,
call the Parish Office or our priests directly to seek
clarification. DO NOT USE any phone number
provided in the e-mail or click on any links in the
email. For more information on phishing scams
and email security, you can google (or search for):
Recognizing Phishing Emails. Or, the FBI website
address to file an on line Internet crime complaint:
https://www.ic3.gov

2020 Financial Summary

St. Joseph Basilica’s financial results for the past
year are presented here. If you have questions on
the summary, please contact our Business
Manager, Stan Schonberg, 510 995 9411 or
business@sjbalameda.org.

Continue Your Spiritual Growth in the
Year of St. Joseph
(Dec 8, 2020 - Dec 8, 2021)

Our parish is blessed to be under the patronage of
Blessed St. Joseph. In this very special Year of St.
Joseph, we would like to offer the opportunity to
continue to grow under his spiritual fatherhood with
another group consecration to St. Joseph. The next
33-day consecration
begins on March 29
with the concluding
day of consecration
on May 1, the Feast of
St. Joseph the
Worker. If you would
like to walk this
spiritual journey with
fellow  parishioners,
please fill out the
registration form here.
We will meet as a
group weekly starting
Monday, March 29 at 7:30p via Zoom. You will be
emailed the zoom link for the weekly meetings and
more information once you register. You will need a
copy of the book Consecration to St. Joseph by
Donald H. Calloway, MIC (pictured) for the daily
prayers and reading assignments. (A limited
number of copies are available for purchase from
the office at a cost of $15.) We look forward to
taking this very special spiritual journey with you!

O dear St. Joseph, all our confidence is in thee. let it
not be said that we would invoke thee in vain; and
since thou art so powerful with Jesus and Mary.
show that thy goodness equals thy power.

St. Joseph, friend of the Sacred Heart, pray for us.


https://www.ic3.gov
https://sjbalameda.org/2020-financial-update
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7ic9e2mKwExGyvTkBzpliUV8mETB31Vu4khnnKCulzUNWvg/viewform
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f REBUILD MY CHURCH

p 2021 BISHOP’S APPEAL | 2021 CAMPANA ANUAL DEL OBISPO

This year has been challenging for so many. Now more than ever, the good work of the Church is needed in
our community. From Faith Formation for students and adults to important ministry works to supporting our
schools and parishes, our Diocese is making a difference in people's lives every single day —thanks to the
prayers and contributions of our catholic community. We are appreciative of every gift we received this past
year. It is because of you that we are able to support the work that furthers Christ's mission in the Diocese
of Oakland. Pledge envelopes can be found in the Basilica or at the Sunday in-person Masses.

Parish Goal: $51,000.

(You can also donate at: https.//oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page under ‘St. Joseph Basilica’
and our Parish will receive the credit.)

Turn In Your CRS Rice Bowl!

Please return your Rice Bowls next weekend at any of the in-person
Masses or drop them off to the Parish Office on "Monday or Friday
between 9am - 12 noon. Your contributions to Rice Bowls changes lives:
25% of the proceeds remain in the Oakland Diocese, with portion being
given out as grants to St. Vincent de Paul conferences and other
organizations working to alleviate hunger and food insecurity.

Virtual Event Offered San Damiano Retreat Center

San Damiano - Sister In Spirit (SIS) will be offering a monthly series for women on the upcoming date with the following
topic:

= Tuesday morning, March 30: Miriam and Mary — Support, Leadership, and Guidance

= On Zoom from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm

The retreat will look at these women scripturally, historically, and spiritually and find our similarities and or
differences. No Bibles or books required, simply your presence and your thoughts and experiences. We will
have time to take a break and time for discussion and sharing too. To register or for details, here.

FORMED VIDEO PICK OF THE WEEK:

FORGIVEN: THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF CONFESSION
Link to Video: https://watch.formed.org/forgiven

Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession explores the
grace and healing offered in Confession and shows how this
sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of God's love. By
looking at God's revelation of his mercy in Scripture and making a
step-by-step examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven communicates L

God's invitation to each one of us to come to experience His FORG' VEN
indescribable love in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF CONFESSION

Mondays - Sacrament of Reconciliation: In lieu of a communal
service, an extra hour of confession will be added each Monday of Lent, in addition to the regular
time of Saturday, 3:30 - 5:00 pm.


https://watch.formed.org/forgiven
https://watch.formed.org/forgiven
https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page
https://sandamiano.org/events/zoom-online-sisters-in-spirit-2/
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Celebrating Sundays With Children

Looking for ways to worship with your youngsters
during the pandemic? Some families attend the
9:30 Mass outdoors (advance registration re-
quired) and others view the noon live-streamed
Mass from home and then come to the SJES park-
ing lot for “drive-thru Communion” at 1:30 pm.
There are also opportunities designed especially
for families with children:

e Join the interactive Children’s Liturgy of the
Word on Zoom at 10 am. Info and link at
https://sibalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-
word

e Find a worship service for families based on
each Sunday’s gospel complete with music,
video, and an outline for your own Liturgy of
the Word at https://worship.pastoral.center

e This can be a special time for your family to
grow in faith together. If you have questions,
contact Anne Marie at
afourre@sjbalameda.org or leave a message
at 510-995-9409

Community Outreach: Volunteer
Opportunity with Dine & Connect

In this season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving,
we have the opportunity to serve those suffering
from homelessness and/or food insecurity in our
community. Dine & Connect is a program that had
been offering meals and fellowship to our
neighbors in need prior to the pandemic. During
the pandemic, the program shifted to to-go meals
distributed through four church sites in Alameda.
The four sites are now serving an average of 80-
85 meals on all Mondays of each month. As
expected, those community members who are
unhoused have increased in numbers during the
pandemic. Also, Dine & Connect is now partnering
with the City of Alameda in a meal program, FEED
ALAMEDA where the City contracts with
restaurants to provide meals on Wednesdays. If
you would like to volunteer please click here. For
more  information contact Sr. Pat at
patriciaandsharon@gmail.com.

We are born to love, we live to love, and we will die to
love still more. —St. Joseph Cafasson

Shank You!

Stewardship
Donations Options

— Online at Faith
Direct which is
easy and
secure to
register

Click here to give with parish code CA702. If

you need help with signing up or for more

details, contact our Business Manager, Stan

Schonberg: (610) 995 9411 or email:
business@sjbalameda.org.

ATH DIRECT!

= Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St.
Joseph Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street,
Alameda CA 94501

— Drop off your donations in the mail slot
located at the Parish Office door.

= At the Drive-through Communion
collection baskets



https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word
https://worship.pastoral.center
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
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Mass Schedules

Daily Mass

11 am, Basilica
Monday - Saturday
(Livestreaming available
on our Facebook Page)

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/

Reminder:

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are
dispensed from the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation
until further notice. We encourage you to live-
stream Mass each weekend for those of you
who prefer to stay at home or are not feeling
well.

Drive-through or walk through
Communion on Sundays
Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm, weather

permitting. For updates visit Parish’s
Website: sjbalameda.org

Sunday Masses
In The Quad
9:30 am & 12 noon

Reservation is required to
attend either one of the in-
person Masses as
attendance is limited to 100
people on a first come first
serve.

Please click on the following link to reserve a
spot: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-
schedule

Note: Reservations open on Monday
afternoons and close at 2 pm on Fridays, or
when tickets are filled.

March 21, 12 Noon Sunday Mass
Live-streaming is CANCELED.

It will be live-streamed at the 9:30 am Mass
instead. YouTube Link:

https://sibalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule

Worship Aid: Please click here

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mondays: 6:00 - 7:00 pm (During Lent)
Saturdays, 3:30-4:30pm
(Effective 3/27/2021)
Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,
not in the confessional.

Basilica Open for Private Prayer

e Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm
e Saturday: 9am-5pm

e Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm (closed
11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 12 noon
livestream Mass)

Please continue to practice the
recommended hygiene and social
distancing. We ask you to refrain from
gathering in groups, and to avoid touching
surfaces and to wash hands as often as
possible.

Note: Bathrooms are closed.


https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
sjbalameda.org
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11:00am

11:00am

\

11:00 am
11:00 am

11:00 am

11:00 am

11:00 am

Mass Intention

Saturday, March 20
1Beatrice Nolan

Sunday, March 21

9:30 am Mass In The Quad
& Live-streamed

1) tSantiago Paradiang

2) tKitty Long

3) Lea Bishop - Birthday
12-Noon Mass Live-streamed
Canceled

12 noon Mass In The Quad

For The People Of The Parish
- Living & Deceased

Monday, March 22
Mely Garcia - Happy Birthday (91st)

Tuesday, March 23
tFrank Ritter

Wednesday, March 24
Joseph B. Eusebio - Birthday

Thursday, March 25
TAmelia Lansang-Jones

Friday, March 26
tJoseph Maria & Carl Jakovac

Saturday, March 27
Cassandra Macalino - Thanksgiving

Sunday, March 28

9:30am Mass In The Quad
For The People Of The Parish

12-Noon Mass In The Quad
TNancy Mallilin

12 Noon Mass - Livestreamed
Marie Gloria Nabaza Torres -
Birthday

Mass Intention Request

for the month of March, April & May is

closed as dates are filled up.

Pray for the Sick

May those who are in need of our prayers, place
their trust and faith in the comforting
presence of the Lord. Amen.

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza Brown,
Jazlynn & Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fong Che, Jan
Curtis, Greg Falkner, Don Kennedy, David
McGaffey, Amelia Miguel, Nory A. Reyes, Reena
Salud, Ramon N. Tirona & Ron Valmassy, John
Verduzco.

The List is refreshed monthly.

Please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org

or call (510) 995 9420 if you would like a name
added to our prayer list.

Sanctuary Lamp

The Sanctuary Lamp for the month of
March is sponsored (anonymous)
for the repose of

All Souls+

Let Us Remember

All those who have died, especially
Arthur Wing Chinn & John Baptist Hoa Tran.

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers
and support to their families and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest
in peace. Amen.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Fifth Sunday of Lent; Third Scrutiny
Tuesday: St. Turibius of Mogrovejo

Thursday: The Annunciation of the Lord

Friday: Abstinence


mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Parish Office Hours:

Monday - Friday: 9am - 5:00pm

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED during
Shelter in place but we continue to serve you
remotely. If you need to contact members of the
Parish Staff, please communicate with us via EMAIL
or phone.

Sacrament of Marriage

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should
begin at least six months in advance of the proposed
wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly
to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email:
frmario@sjbalameda.org.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for
information.

e Forinfant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley
Lim 510-995-9420, or email:
secretary@sjbalameda.org

e For adults or children over age 6 please contact
Anne Marie, 510-995-9409, or email:
afourre@sjbalameda.org

Clergy:

Rev. Mario Rizzo - Parochial Administrator
(510) 995-9421 / frmario@sjbalameda.org

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence
(510) 301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org

Parish Staff:

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager
510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation
510-995-94009 / afourre@sjbalameda.org

Sherley Lim — Parish Secretary
510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.orqg

David Howitt - Music Director
510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org

Michael Chinnavaso — 7:00pm Music Coordinator
510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org

Community Staff:

Julie Guevara - Principal, SUND High School
510-523-1526 / jquevara@sjnd.org

Katherine Francisco — Principal, Elementary School
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org

Parish Ministries During Shelter In
Place

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP,
although some are continuing through video
conference or other means. For information on how to
connect, contact:

e Bible Study: demcgaffey@agmail.com

e Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com

e RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org

e St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471

e Shelter-in-place ministry:
sjbasilica.outreach@agmail.com

e Special Needs Inclusion Ministry:
drmaponce@yahoo.com

e Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org

¢ Young Adults Ministry:
AlamedaYAG@gmail.com

Parish Grief Ministry

As the COVID-19 restrictions continue and
we cannot meet as a group as usual, we
want to reassure you that you are still in our
hearts and prayers. We are also well aware
that some parishioners have now suffered
new losses. Remember, the Grief Ministry is
here for you. If you need or desire support
around your grief/grieving, please feel free
to reach out to one of us - we are available
to support you via telephone, email, or text
Bill (510) 846-3882 (Cell/text), email:
billkueppers@gmail.com;

Suzanne (219) 879-4819 (Cell/text), mail:
suzanne@morris.quide;

Pamela (209) 814-2586 (Cell/text), email:
pamelaprime1@gmail.com.
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