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 Clergy Bulletin Letter 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

An ancient title for this Sunday is Dominica in Albis, or “Sunday in White.” During the Easter Vigil, the newly 

baptized are invested with a white garment, a sign that they have put on Christ. At one time, the garments 

were worn for a full week of celebration and reflection, and on this Sunday the newly baptized would appear 

in their robes again in their new place among the faithful for Eucharist. 

In later centuries, the energy of new life at Easter was largely forgotten, and this Sunday was renamed 

“Quasimodo Sunday,” or “Low Sunday.” In recent years, with the recovery of the insight that Easter is the 

privileged time for celebrating and renewing baptism, there is nothing “Low” about this Sunday. At a week’s 

distance, the beauty and grace of our Easter celebration is sustained by joyful alleluias, the blessing and 

sprinkling of holy water, and the comfort of the Lord’s presence to us. He is risen, and he summons us 

together, opening up the scriptures for us, breaking the bread, filling us with new life. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

On October 5, 1938, at the age of 33 a young religious nun by the name Helen 

Kowalska died in a convent of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy 

in Cracow, Poland. She came from a very poor family of ten children who 

struggled hard on their little farm during the terrible years of WWI. Since she 

had only three years of simple education, in the convent she performed humble 

tasks in the kitchen, vegetable garden, or as a porter. Yet in her simplicity Our Lord appeared to her and 

made her the apostle of the wonderful message of Mercy for all mankind. Her scribbling became the 

diary of Sr. Faustina through which we received the profound wealth of the Divine Mercy. 

 

One such diary note reads: in the evening, when I was in my cell, I became aware of the Lord Jesus 

clothed in a white garment. One hand was raised in blessing, the other was touching the garment at the 

breast. From the opening of the garment at the breast there came forth two large rays, one red and the 

other pale. In silence I gazed intently at the Lord; my soul was overwhelmed with fear, but also with 

great joy. After a while Jesus said to me, 'paint an image according to the pattern you see, with the 

inscription: Jesus, I trust in You.” 

 

Some time later, Our Lord again spoke to her: "The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls 

righteous; the red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls...These two rays issued forth from 

the depths of My most tender Mercy at that time when My agonizing Heart was opened by a lance on 

the Cross....” 

 

As we celebrate the Divine Mercy Sunday, we too can make her prayer our own: “O my Jesus, each of 

Your saints reflect one of Your virtues; I desire to reflect Your compassionate heart, full of mercy; I want 

to glorify it. Let Your mercy, O Jesus, be impressed upon my heart and soul like a seal, and this will be 

my badge in this and the future life.”  

 

Blessings, 

Fr. Sunil Orathel 



 

HopeAfterAbortion.org 

 

https://hopeafterabortion.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwsLWDBhCmARIsAPSL3_00-BOtmZcVHCjO4RFIjxqvX3veG1BwaW214MPsYAEc_JN8hF8O8awaAue-EALw_wcB


 

Unusual Journeys to Baptism  

The beautiful Baptism Liturgy during the Easter Vigil had a long story leading up to it, thanks to COVID 

complications met with resiliency and persistence.  Bill Lawson and Christina Rios both started Inquiry in the 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults in fall 2019 and celebrated the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of 

Catechumens just weeks before Sheltering in Place began.  They immediately switched to online sessions 

for their Sunday “dismissals” to break open the Word, as well as their weekly formation which 

was sometimes with other parishioners in study groups, sometimes just RCIA.   When outdoor Masses 

began, they both joined the Mass team as ushers.  Last fall, Catholic school student Harper May 

Vaughn was ready to begin her preparation for Baptism and First Eucharist, and joined 

the parish’s reformatted Sacrament Preparation program which is homeschooled with optional Zoom 

sessions.  In January Jessica Pham joined her to complete the formation she had begun in September 

2018 to prepare for Baptism and Eucharist.  On March 1 last year, while in her final weeks of Sacrament 

Preparation, she had celebrated the Rite of Election as one of the last steps to her baptism, just before 

COVID put everything on hold.  This Lent, the four of them entered final preparation for Baptism with a 

mixture of Zoom sessions and in person celebrations of rites during outdoor Mass in the quad.  Finally, 

during the Easter Vigil, they all were baptized in the Basilica, along with Jessica’s little sister Anna.  The 

adults were confirmed, and they and the older girls received the Blessed Sacrament for the first time.  Their 

tenacity, and that of their families, is a powerful witness to our faith, as is the commitment and creativity of 

our RCIA and Sacrament Preparation teams.   (RCIA continues, with new people welcome to join Inquiry on 

Wednesdays, or Catechesis on Tuesdays if already baptized.  Information at www.sjbalameda.org/RCIA). 

 

(For more pictures of  the Easter Vigil and Baptism, here.  Much thanks to Tuan Nguyen for sharing the pictures) 
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A PRAYER FOR HEALING  
Victims of Abuse 

God of endless love, 

ever caring, ever strong,  

always present, always just: 

You gave your only Son 

to save us by his blood on the cross. 

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, 

join to your own suffering the pain  

of all who have been hurt in body, mind,  

and spirit by those who betrayed  

the trust placed in them. 

Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters  

who have been gravely harmed,  

and the cries of those who love them. 

Soothe their restless hearts with hope, 

steady their shaken spirits with faith. 

Grant them justice for their cause, 

enlightened by your truth. 

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts,  

heal your people’s wounds 

and transform brokenness into wholeness. 

Grant us the courage and wisdom, 

humility and grace, to act with justice. 

Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors. 

Grant that all harmed by abuse  

may find peace in justice. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

PREVENTION MONTH 

Daughters of Charity ONLINE Religious Vocation  
Discernment Retreat for Women 18-40  
Is God Calling you to be a Sister? MEET THE SISTERS AND FIND OUT! Single Catholic women ages 18 - 40 are 

invited to an ONLINE Religious Vocation “MEET THE SISTERS” Prayerful & Reflective Discernment Retreat with 

the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul on Saturday, April 17th 9:30-12:00noon. Contact Sister Lisa 

Laguna, D.C. srllaguna@doc1633.org for the Zoom link. or sign up at www.Daughters-of-Charity.com/retreats/ 

213-210-9903.  

FORMED VIDEO PICK OF THE WEEK:  

Be Not Afraid Family Hour 

Link to Video: https://watch.formed.org/be-not-afraid-

family-hour 

Learn the Catholic faith, pray together, and grow as a 

family with this 8-part video series. Each episode 

includes educational content from top Catholic 

speakers, inspirational stories from real Catholic 

families, a meditative Rosary, and practical 

challenges to help you apply the faith at home.. 

Bishop Barber's Statement On 
Violence Against Asian Americans And 
Pacific Islanders 

The racially motivated violence against the Asian 

American and Pacific Islander community has 

reinforced the critical and moral imperative to stop 

the hate and end racism. Recent events in our 

Oakland community, throughout the Bay Area and 

across the country, and the caustic rhetoric that 

marks conversations around responsibility for the 

pandemic provide ample evidence there is still much 

work to do. As Christians, we are constantly called to 

examine our hearts and consciences and assist in 

removing racial divisions, intolerance, and 

discrimination.  (click here for full statement) 

mailto:srllaguna@doc1633.org
http://www.Daughters-of-Charity.com/retreats/%20213-210-9903.
http://www.Daughters-of-Charity.com/retreats/%20213-210-9903.
https://watch.formed.org/be-not-afraid-family-hour
https://watch.formed.org/be-not-afraid-family-hour
https://oakdiocese.org/news/bishop-barbers-statement-on-violence-against-asian-americans-and-pacific-islanders


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30pm  
 

Reconciliation will be held in the  
Confession Room 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm (closed 

11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 12 noon 

livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid touching 

surfaces and to wash hands as often as 

possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 

 

   Important Information       

Sunday Masses: In 

person 
5:00 pm Vigil - Basilica  

9:30 am & 12 noon  

Reservation is required to 

attend all in-person Masses. 

 

Please click on the following 

link to reserve a spot:  https://sjbalameda.org/

sunday-mass-schedule 
 

Note: Reservations open on Monday afternoons 

and on Fridays, or when tickets are filled. 

 

12-Noon Mass live-streamed On YouTube 
Link: 

https://sjbalameda.org/mass-live-streamed-
youtube-links 

 

Worship Aid: Please click here 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available on our Facebook 

Page) 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation 

until further notice. We encourage you to live-

stream Mass each weekend for those of you 

who prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm, weather 

permitting. For updates visit Parish’s 

Website: sjbalameda.org 

https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/mass-live-streamed-youtube-links
https://sjbalameda.org/mass-live-streamed-youtube-links
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
sjbalameda.org


 

 

Sick List 

May those who are in need of our 
prayers, place their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza Brown, 

Jazlynn & Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fong Che, Greg 

Falkner, David McGaffey, Amelia Miguel, Nory A. 

Reyes, Reena Salud, Ramon N. Tirona, John 

Verduzco. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

Please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call (510) 

995 9420 if you would like a name added to our 

prayer list.   
 

 

   

  Mass Intention 

  Saturday, April 10 

11:00am †Janet O’Connor 
  †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

5:00pm, Vigil †Lee Kam - repose of soul 
  

  Sunday Masses, April 11 

9:30 am Tim Morse - Happy Birthday 

12-noon For The People Of The Parish 

  - Living & Deceased  
 

12-Noon Mass +Arthur Wing Chinn 
(Live-streamed) 
 

  Monday, April 12 
11:00am Agada & James Lee 

  - Wedding Anniversary 

 
\\ 

  Tuesday, April 13 

11:00 am Thomas & Michelle Lee 

  - Wedding Anniversary 
 

 

11:00 am Wednesday, April 14 

  1) †Jose Belgica 

  2) Fr. Edwin Chavez Belgica 

  - Birthday 

 

  Thursday, April 15 

11:00 am  †Lee Kam - Repose of Soul 

 

  Friday, April 16 

11:00 am Edna Concepcion - Birthday 
   

  Saturday, April 17 

11:00 am †Josephine Loan Nguyen 

  - 100th Day Death Anniversary 

5:00 pm, Vigil †Larry de Vera 

 

  Sunday, April 18 

9:30 am  For The People of The Parish 

12 Noon  Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 

12 Noon  †Lavinia Bonacci 

(Lived-stream)  
   

Mass Intention Request  

for the month of April & May is closed as 

dates are filled up. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the month of April  

is sponsored (anonymous)  

for the Community of St. Joseph 

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially long-time 

parishioner and pillar, Alice Garvin. 
 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers 

and support to her family and friends. Eternal 

rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon her.  May she rest in peace. 

Amen. 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Second Sunday of Easter 

(or Sunday of Divine Mercy); 

Julian Calendar Easter 

Monday: Ramadan (Islamic observance) begins at 

sunset 

Tuesday: St. Martin I  

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

Pray 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED during 
Shelter in place but we continue to serve you 
remotely. If you need to contact members of the 
Parish Staff, please communicate with us via EMAIL 
or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In 

Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how to 

connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: 
AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Parish Grief Ministry 

As the COVID-19 restrictions continue and 

we cannot meet as a group as usual, we 

want to reassure you that you are still in our 

hearts and prayers. We are also well aware 

that some parishioners have now suffered 

new losses. Remember, the Grief Ministry is 

here for you. If you need or desire support 

around your grief/grieving, please feel free 

to reach out to one of us - we are available 

to support you via telephone, email, or text  

Bill (510) 846-3882 (Cell/text), email: 

billkueppers@gmail.com;  

Suzanne (219) 879-4819 (Cell/text), mail: 

suzanne@morris.guide;  

Pamela (209) 814-2586 (Cell/text), email: 

pamelaprime1@gmail.com. 
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