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Our Mission: Live As Jesus Teaches 

 

The cup of salvation I will take up, 
and I will call upon 

the name of the LORD. 
— Psalm 116:13  
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Clergy Corner 

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

On this Corpus Christi weekend, I thought I would share an encounter I had with 

someone a couple of weeks ago after Mass. I had seen this person attend drive-

through Communion and Mass regularly and receive the Eucharist. Only after 

several months of giving them Communion did I become aware that they were 

not Catholic, but of a Christian denomination. So, I approached them in order to 

instruct them gently that the Church teaches that non-Catholics are to refrain 

from receiving the Eucharist. Unlike other non-Catholics who have accepted this teaching with humility and 

even reverence, this person became defensive, stating that they were probably a better Christian than most 

of the Catholics present. “That may be true,” I said, “but receiving Communion means more than just 

believing in Jesus Christ.” To get at the heart of the issue, I asked, “since you enjoy receiving the Eucharist, 

would you ever want to become Catholic?” To which this person responded adamantly, “no!” “Why then do 

you want to do what Catholics do?” I asked. They didn’t seem to understand that this Sacrament is called 

Holy Communion in the first place because it signifies a union amongst those who hold their beliefs in 

common. 

As Catholic Christians, we, like our Protestant brothers and sisters, believe that God reveals himself His 

Word, his teachings through the words recorded in Sacred Scripture. But we Catholics go beyond that and 

say that this Word is also revealed through Sacred Tradition, which comes about when the Holy Spirit 

inspires the Magisterium – the Apostles and their successors, the bishops – in their preaching and teaching 

of the Gospel. This is what Jesus meant when he said, “I am with you always.” We are given this Tradition 

because not every specific detail about faith and morals was preserved in Scripture, and when these issues 

that are not found in Scripture come up, they require God’s guidance, which is given by the Spirit to the 

Magisterium. This is Sacred Tradition, and with Sacred Scripture, makes up the entirety of the Word of God. 

I bring this up because it has to do with the Eucharist. We call the Eucharist Holy Communion because, on 

one hand, the Eucharist brings about Communion with Jesus on an individual level, but Jesus didn’t call us 

to Himself simply as individuals. He called us as a Church, which St. Paul referred to as a body, Christ’s 

body. Thus, we can be in Communion with the Body of Jesus in the Eucharist when we are first in 

Communion with His Body, the Church. What this implies is that the faithful give an assent of their intellect 

and will to the teachings of the Church as revealed in Scripture and Tradition, and that they avoid any 

teachings that are contrary to them. 

This is why we ask non-Catholics to refrain from receiving the Eucharist, that is, until they are ready to make 

this assent of faith, for, to say “Amen” at the time of receiving the Eucharist is not simply to say, “I believe in 

Jesus,” but also, “I believe in His One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church and its authority to teach truth.” 

Once someone is ready to profess this, then we welcome them wholeheartedly to the Lord’s Table through 

RCIA or adult Confirmation. 

Please understand then, that I am not writing this to denigrate non-Catholics (my mother is a convert from 

Judaism). If my encounter with that person after Mass taught me anything it is that we have received the 

most incredible gift in the Eucharist, and that I need to do my very best to receive it worthily. This means that 

not only non-Catholics, but Catholics especially, must ask themselves where they stand on their assent to 

the teachings of the Church, for, to be baptized Catholic does not guarantee that we are in full communion 

with the Church. 



 

 

Clergy Corner … cont. 

Someone who has attracted attention in this regard is 

President Biden, a baptized Catholic, who, since well 

before his nomination has been called out by the U.S. 

Bishops for his support of policies that promote abortion, 

a grave moral evil. Although they have done so in the 

past, the bishops have renewed their reminders that 

anyone who is actively promoting sin should not present 

themselves for Holy Communion, for to do so is a 

contradiction. 

In these difficult cases, the Church has the responsibility 

to correct, even if it seems like Her correction is harsh. 

Yet, as I said in my homily last Sunday, when the 

Church says “no”, for example, in the case of asking 

someone to refrain from receiving Holy Communion, it is always at the service of a greater “yes.” The 

Church always wants Her members to be fed and nourished, and this comes from the Eucharist on one 

hand, but also from “every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God,” from Scripture and Tradition. 

Ultimately, to receive the Eucharist when one obstinately denies or doubts a teaching of the Church is not 

nourishment at all. It is sin, which hurts both the individual and the Body. Thanks be to God for His kindness 

and mercy, though, for through the Sacrament of Penance (aka Confession), He gives the members of the 

Body the means by which they may return to full Communion, return to full spiritual health and maturity. 

On this Corpus Christi weekend, let us all take a serious look within our hearts and ask ourselves if we are 

doing our best to assent to the teachings of Christ and His Church, to the Church’s teaching on abortion, the 

meaning of marriage and the purpose of sex, love of our neighbor and of the poor, Christ’s real presence in 

the Eucharist – our greatest gift as Catholics. Our Lord does not ask us for perfection, but He does ask that 

we trust Him, and that we at least try to see that the Church’s teachings, even if they are unpopular to some, 

are true, for if we know the truth and seek to follow it, the truth will set us free. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  

Feast Of Faith: The Corpus Christi Procession 

In the thirteenth century, a Belgian nun by the name of Juliana had a vision: she saw the full moon silvery 

and radiant except for one dark spot. The meaning of the vision was revealed to her: the moon was the 

Church’s liturgical year, the dark spot a missing feast in honor of the Blessed Sacrament. Today’s feast of 

Corpus Christi - the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ - grew from Juliana’s vision. 

On this feast, many parishes observe the traditional Corpus Christi procession, giving honor to the Eucharist 

by carrying this greatest treasure out of the safety of our churches and into our streets. At the end of every 

Mass we are not just let out, we are sent forth, strengthened by the Eucharist, to be the Body of Christ in the 

world. The Corpus Christi procession is the dismissal writ large! We take Jesus with us, not only in our 

hearts, but carried in our midst and exposed in a monstrance. It is a public profession of faith and a blessing 

of the world. Jesus walks with us on these streets that we walk day after day, among those who know him 

but yearn to know him better, and among those who do not know him. The Eucharist is a mystery to be 

believed, to be celebrated - and to be lived. 

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  



 

 

   Events                                Stewardship                                         

Second Collection This Weekend 
Maintenance Collection 

Please help the Parish to defray the costs of 

maintaining  the Basilica and Grounds. Thank 

you for your support and donations. 

Come Holy Spirit! Celebrating 
Confirmation in COVID-Time 
Congratulations to the eight adults from St. Joseph 

who were confirmed at the Cathedral of Christ the 

Light at the vigil Mass for Pentecost. (Five also 

celebrated the sacrament of Matrimony recently, and 

two celebrated Reconciliation and Eucharist for the 

first time.) They prepared together for several months 

with prayer and reflection at home and regular 

meetings via Zoom to share their insights and listen to 

speakers but most never met in person until the day of 

their Confirmation. Congratulations to Monica Ballerini, 

Genaro Barrios, Bianca Camello, Christopher 

Hendricks, Jocelyn Lawson, Elizabeth Marcial, 

Gilberto Mendez, and Jessica Tanem. (Photos 

available on Parish’s Facebook page.) 

On June 26, thirty-one teens will be confirmed after 

two years of preparation, including this past year in 

virtual classes. Please keep them in your prayers. 

The Holy Spirit has been at work throughout these 

challenging times. 

For information about preparing for Confirmation 

contact Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org. Adult 

Confirmation classes will be offered in person this fall.  

Help Save The Hyde Amendment! 

A serious effort is underway in Congress to 

force all taxpayers to pay for elective abortions. 

The Hyde Amendment and other similar laws 

have long protected taxpayers from funding 

elective abortions. There are powerful members of 

Congress who want to get rid of these laws, which 

have been supported by both Democrats and 

Republicans for 45 years. Without the Hyde 

Amendment and related policies, billions of 

taxpayer dollars could be used to pay for abortion 

in the United States and throughout the world. 

Don’t let our government make you pay for the 

taking of innocent human life! To learn more or 

sign the USCCB petition, please click here: https://

www.notaxpayerabortion.com/learn 

Bishop’s Appeal 2021 
Parish Goal; $51,000  
(Goal reached to-date: 41.37%) 

The past year has been challenging for so many. 

Now, more than ever, the good work of the Church 

is needed in our community. From Faith Formation 

for students and adults, to important ministry 

works, to supporting our schools and parishes, our 

Diocese is making a difference in people’s lives 

every single day - thanks to the prayers and 

contributions of our catholic community.  We are 

appreciative of every gift we received this past 

year. It is because of you that we are able to 

support the work that furthers Christ's mission in 

the Diocese of Oakland. 

If you have not pledge or make a donation, visit:  

https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-

page. Please remember to indicate ‘St. Joseph 

Basilica’ when donating to help our Parish get the 

credit. 

Procession For The Sacred Heart of 

Jesus & The Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Saturday, June 12 
Join us for a special procession around the block to 

celebrate the Feasts of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

and the Immaculate Heart of Mary in the month of 

June. The procession will start immediately after the 

5 pm Vigil Mass on June 12. A short Exposition & 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will follow 

after the procession. You are also invited to carry any 

pictures or statuettes with you at the procession.  
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  Saturday, June 5 

11:00am 1) †Kitty Long 
  2) †John Clarence Bergman 

5:00pm Vigil †Darcy Kempel 
  

 

  Sunday, June 6 

9:30 am People Of The Parish - Living & Deceased 

Noon &  Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 

Live-streamed 
  

  Monday, June 7 

11:00am 1) †Joe Burgos 

  2) †Roan (Natac) Kees 

 
 

  Tuesday, June 8 

11:00 am †Dominica Ramirez 
 

 

11:00 am Wednesday, June 9 

  †Sally Gallagher 

 

  Thursday, June 10 

11:0 am  †Marina Ilyin 

 

  Friday, June 11 

11:00 am 1)†Arthur Mercado 

  2)† Monica Merchant 
  

  Saturday, June 12 

11:00 am †Ethan Voorhees 
 

5:00 pm Vigil People Of The Parish - Living & Deceased 
   

  Sunday, June 13 

9:30 am 1) †Leonie Estigoy 

  2) †Paul Tan Escolar 

12 noon Mass Lim & Thong Families - Living & Deceased

  

& Live streamed 

 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the 

Month of June is sponsored  

(by anonymous)  

for the Parish Community of St. Joseph. 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  

In Our Community 

Jane Burgelin, Marwan Balach, 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Lhiza Brown, Jazlynn 

& Nia Cain, Mary Cronin, Fred 

Jackson, Amelia Miguel, 

Femmia Ramos, Nory A. Reyes 

& Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

or call (510) 995 9420.  

Mass Intention: To request a Mass Intention, 

please email secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 510 

995 9420. There is no guarantee of the availability of 

Mass for a requested date. We will confirm the 

request by email. The suggested donation is $10.  

(Note: Mass Intention Requests for June  and July 

are closed as dates are filled.) 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 
The Altar Flowers for the 

week of June 5 & 6 is sponsored  

by The McGaugh Family 

 
Community Prayers  

SAINTS & SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Monday: Tenth Week 

in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday: St. 

Ephrem 

Friday: The Most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Saturday: Immaculate 

Heart of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

Put your heart at His feet.  It is the gift He love most. 

—St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm  
 

Please continue to practice the recommended 

hygiene and social distancing. We ask you to 

refrain from gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as often 

as possible.  

Drive-through Communion on 
Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm. 
 

Note: The last Drive Through Communion will 

be on June 13. Thereafter, it will be suspended. 

We encourage you to attend any of the in-person 

Sunday or Vigil Mass to receive Holy Communion. 

Daily In-person 
Mass 
11 am, Basilica, 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available 

on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Sunday In-person Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am (starting Sunday, June 13, 2021) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12 pm - Basilica (Live-streaming available on 

Basilica’s YouTube Channel) 
 

Reservation to attend Mass is suspended, 

(starting May 29) and attendance is on a first

-come-first-serve basis. 

For link to live-streaming on YouTube and 

Worship Aid: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-

mass-schedule 
 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass and Holy Days of Obligation until further 

notice. Those who are unable to attend Mass in 

person are encouraged to participate via 

Mass Times: Parish Office Hours 
The Office  is open for in-person assistance, 

Monday through Friday, from 10 am to 4 pm.  

(Close for lunch from 1 - 1:30 pm) 

Please observe the following when visiting the 

Office: 

• Face covering/mask at all times; 

• Social distancing; 

• One person at a time;  

• Please do not go beyond the counter and 
remain in front of the plexiglass. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

   Important Information                                                
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

Note: Some staff continue to serve you remotely. If 
you need to contact them, please see listing of 
Parish Staff for their contacts.  Or, call the  Parish 
Office 510-522 0181 for assistance. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In 

Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how to 

connect, contact:   

• Bible Study: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 

 

St. Joseph Online Ongoing Programs 

If you're new to the parish, you might like to 

know that many programs are continuing 

online during this time.  

Children's Liturgy of the Word helps 

youngsters connect with the day's gospel 

every Sunday at 10 am, RCIA Inquiry for 

adults thinking about becoming Catholic 

meets at 7:30 pm Wednesdays, and the 

Scripture Reflection Group offers a chance 

to reflect together on the 

upcoming Sunday's readings at 7 pm on 

Thursdays. The Young Adults Group offers 

opportunities for those in their 20's and 30's 

to gather virtually twice a month. Visit our 

website at www.sjbalameda.org for details 

on any of these, and more.  

 

 

   General Information                                                                   
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