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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

April, May and June are special months in the Catholic Church. April is traditionally dedicated to the 

Eucharist, May is dedicated to our Blessed Mother, and June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, with 

the feast day of the Sacred Heart this year falling on Friday the 11th. In celebration of this day, we will have a 

procession around the block following the 5pm Saturday Vigil Mass. This is a time for us to witness publicly 

to the joy of being Catholic. 

 

The devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a Biblical one. From the Cross, we hear how Jesus’ heart was 

pierced, and from it flowed water and blood, symbols of the Sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist. After the 

Resurrection, Jesus appeared to the Apostles and invited them, namely Thomas, to place his hand into His 

side, where His heart had been wounded. This is an invitation for all of us to take refuge in Jesus, who is 

present in the Church. 

 

Centuries later, between the years 1673 and 1675, Jesus appeared to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, a 

Visitation nun from France, and told her to spread devotion to His Sacred Heart. Margaret Mary wrote: “This 

divine heart is an abyss of all blessings, and into it the poor should submerge all their needs. It is an abyss of 

joy in which all of us can immerse our sorrows. It is an abyss of lowliness to counteract our foolishness, an 

abyss of mercy for the wretched, an abyss of love to meet our every need.” 

 

You may have known this already, but there is a stained-

glass window above the organ that depicts Jesus and St. 

Margaret Mary. I think the architecture of our building speaks 

a profound truth. At one end of the basilica, we have Jesus 

opening up his Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary, and at 

the other end, Jesus opening up His Heart on the Cross. It is 

almost as if the architect was saying, within the Church we 

are surrounded by the love of Christ’s Sacred Heart. 

 

Imagery like this captivates me. That is one of the beauties 

of our Catholic faith and worldview, that we see 

sacramentally, that we use images to help us see hidden 

realities more clearly. For example, water poured over a 

child at baptism is not an external washing of the body, but 

an internal washing of the soul. This is why we use candles, 

bells, and incense during Mass, to clue us in to the fact that 

what is taking place is unique, transcendent, other-worldly. 

Even our postures at Mass say something. Sitting is a 

posture of receptive and open listening. Standing is a biblical 

posture of prayer and strength; we stand in the presence of 

Jesus the Victor, present in the Gospel. Kneeling, arguably 

our most important posture, is one of worship, and of 

submission, but not out of weakness, but out of confidence 

in the God who provides for us. Yes, our bodies are 

important to our worship for they proclaim something that we leave unspoken, even the direction we face has 

sacramental value. 



 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Does the scene of the disciples being sent out two by two bring to mind any other scripture? After the flood, 

Noah opens the door of the ark and sends his passengers out to renew the face of the earth. Certainly, 

Jesus has the same purpose. The purpose is fulfilled in your communion in the Body of Christ today, and in 

your being sent from the Eucharist into the world. The sending is so important that our word “Mass” derives 

from it. In Latin, the last words of worship are Ite, missa est, which means “Go, you are sent.” From that, 

people began to call Catholic worship the missa, or in English, the “Mass.” Our English words dismissal, 

missal, emissary, and mission are all related. We are not sent into the workaday world alone but in 

relationship to one another. 

Some people have acquired the unhappy habit of leaving worship as soon as they receive Communion and 

therefore miss the prayer, the dismissal, and the solemn blessing that are essential parts of the Mass. The 

dismissal is a seal on our Communion and reveals its purpose. Thanks be to God! 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

 

Bulletin Information Submission 

For request to advertise events in the Bulletin, please submit information two weeks prior to the event. 

In the Catholic Church we face the sanctuary, which comes from the word for “holy 

place.” Our Catholic sanctuaries are modeled off of the Jewish understanding that 

God had a place reserved in the Temple that was called “the Holy of Holies.” In our 

Churches, we believe God is present in the Tabernacle, and on the altar, and in the 

Word proclaimed at the ambo. We face the sanctuary because it is there that we 

encounter the living God. What’s more, Catholic churches were built, and often are 

still, so that when the people face the sanctuary, they face East, the direction of the 

rising sun. This is to teach the faithful, in an unspoken, sacramental way, that Christ is the true light who 

rises to banish the darkness of sin and death from our lives. And for centuries, when the faithful gathered 

together for Mass, the priest faced “east” with them. 

This long-winded explanation of sacramental theology and Church architecture is my way of saying that 

starting this weekend, and on one weekend a month, I will say the Eucharistic Prayer in the posture known 

as ad orientem, “towards the east,” at all the Masses inside the basilica. This does not mean that I am 

“turning my back towards you” as I often hear people say, but that I am facing the same direction as you, I 

am facing Christ with you. Some may also argue, “this goes against what was taught by the Second Vatican 

Council.” Contrary to popular belief, the Council never instructed us to turn the altars around. 

 

Rest assured, this is a valid way of celebrating Mass, which Bishop Barber approved for us. My hope is that 

this turn will provide a new sacramental angle for us to view the Mass, our greatest prayer and act of 

worship, and that you will receive some consolation from it, just as I remember receiving the first time I 

participated in a Mass ad orientem. I recognize that this may be a difficult change for some, so I will continue 

to provide our community with ongoing catechesis to help us supplement our understanding of this posture, 

which has been an important part of our Catholic liturgy and identity since the beginnings of the Church. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Put Spring into your marriage!  

The Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a 

chance to look deeply into your relationship with 

each other and with God. For more information or to 

sign up to attend a Virtual Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Experience from the comfort of your own 

home by going to https://wwme.org/. Early 

registration is highly recommended.  

 Events                                Stewardship                                         

Nourish for Caregivers 

Nourish for Caregivers is a ministry created 

specifically to offer support to the unique challenges 

of in-home caregivers. This Christ-centered program 

brings resources and support to family caregivers 

who carry both the blessing and burden of providing 

comfort and healing to people who are ill, suffering, 

and need special care.  

Caregivers can join local and/or 

national Zoom calls for support 

(En Español). Go to https://

oakdiocese.org/catholics-care 

for additional information.  

Volunteer 
Opportunities With  
St. Vincent de Paul 

Volunteer for our 

Community Center, 

Men’s Center, and 

Women’s Center!  

In partnership with the City of Oakland, we have 

reopened our Community Center, Men’s Center, 

and Women’s Center. 

Each area has received significant upgrades, 

and we will enforce COVID safety throughout the 

building. Please view the volunteer opportunities 

list below and reach out at www.SVDP-

alameda.org/volunteer : 

• Community Center: Front Desk Attendant 

• Community Center: Intake Volunteer 

• Community Center: Resource, Information & 

Engagement Volunteer 

• Community Center: Cleanup Crew 

• Community Center: Clothing Closet 

• Community Center: Client Engagement 

• Community Center: Substance Abuse Peer 

Council Volunteer 

• Community Center Donation Assistant 

Volunteer 

• Women's Center Baby Room Attendant 

Women's Center Laundry & Maintenance 

Assistant 

Dining Room and Shelter Volunteers 

As always, volunteers are needed for the Dining 

Room and the shelter here at the West Oakland 

District Council office, Tuesday through 

Saturday. Volunteers in the dining room/kitchen 

help prepare, and bag warm meals for our guests 

and serve the meals at the gated entrance to the 

courtyard. These excellent hot takeaway meals 

are being provided while the dining room is 

closed during the lockdown. 

Volunteers for the shelter will help set up cots, 

check guests in, and serve meals. 

To volunteer or for more information,  please 

contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Kellie Foster: 

email kfoster@svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 

277-6435 

Alameda All Faiths Coalition Virtual 
Dialogue: Theme: Exploring Expressions 
of Faith, June 27, 2 - 4 pm, ZOOM 

Our parish community is invited to the second interfaith 
dialogue sponsored by the Alameda All Faiths Coalition. 
This time participants represent Shambhala Buddhism, 
Church of Christ Scientist and the Universalist 
Church.  For more information download the flyer 
here.   

https://wwme.org/
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  Saturday, June 12 

11:00am †Ethan Voorhees 
5:00pm Vigil People Of The Parish - Living & Deceased 
  

 

  Sunday, June 13 

7:30 am  †Eduardo Alcontin  

9:30 am 1) †Leonie Estigoy       

  2) †Paul John Escolar 
 

Noon &  Lim & Thong Families - Living & Deceased 

Live-streamed    
 

  Monday, June 14 

11:00am 1) †Virginia Finn 

  2) Maria & Francis Rueca - Wedding  

  Anniversary 

 
 

  Tuesday, June 15 

11:00 am James Le 
 

 

11:00 am Wednesday, June 16 

  †Trinie & Hijino Gonzales 

 

  Thursday, June 17 

11:0 am  †Manuel & Angelica Mendez 

 

  Friday, June 18 

11:00 am 1) †Michael Buckley 

  2) †Dr. Bernadette Aghaji 
  

  Saturday, June 19 

11:00 am †Montee McEntee - Birthday Remembrance 

5:00 pm Vigil 1) †Purification Cabildo 

  2) For All Fathers’  (Father’s Day) 
   

  Sunday, June 20: Father’s Day 

7:30 am For All Fathers and Father-figures 

9:30 am For All Fathers and Father-figures 

12 noon Mass For All Fathers and Father-figures 

& Live streamed 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the 

Month of June is sponsored  

(by anonymous)  

for the Parish Community of St. Joseph. 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  

In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza 

Brown, Gabi Cole, Jazlynn & Nia 

Cain, Mary Cronin, Fred Jackson, 

Don Kennedy, Amelia Miguel, 

Femmia Ramos, Nory A. Reyes, 

Nicholas Edward Tirona  & 

Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the 

Sick List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org  

or call (510) 995 9420.  

Mass Intention: To request a Mass Intention, 

please email secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 510 

995 9420. There is no guarantee of the availability of 

Mass for a requested date. We will confirm the 

request by email. The suggested donation is $10.  

(Note: Mass Intention Requests for June  and July 

are closed as dates are filled.) 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Community Prayers  

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Alajando Sanchez Alcantra 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers 

and support to his family. 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in 

peace. Amen. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm  
 

Please continue to practice the recommended 

hygiene and social distancing. We ask you to 

refrain from gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as often 

as possible.  

Drive-through Communion on 
Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm. 
 

Note: The last Drive Through Communion will 

be on June 13. It will be suspended thereafter. 

We encourage you to attend any of the in-person 

Sunday or Vigil Mass to receive Holy Communion. 

Daily In-person Mass 
in the Basilica 
8:30 am 
Monday - Saturday 
(new Mass time starting 
June 14, 2021) 

Livestreaming available 

on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Sunday In-person Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica 

9:30 am - Quad 

12 pm - Basilica (Live-streaming available on 

Basilica’s YouTube Channel) 
 

Reservation to attend Mass is not required. 

Attendance is on a first-come-first-serve 

basis. 

For link to live-streaming on YouTube and 

Worship Aid: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-

mass-schedule 
 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass and Holy Days of Obligation until further 

notice. Those who are unable to attend Mass in 

Mass Times: Parish Office Hours 
The Office  is open for in-person assistance, 

Monday through Friday, from 10 am to 4 pm.  

(Close for lunch from 1 - 1:30 pm) 

Please observe the following when visiting the 

Office: 

• Face covering/mask at all times; 

• Social distancing; 

• One person at a time;  

• Please do not go beyond the counter and 
remain in front of the plexiglass. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

   Important Information                                                
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

Note: Some staff continue to serve you remotely. If 
you need to contact them, please see listing of 
Parish Staff for their contacts.  Or, call the  Parish 
Office 510-522 0181 for assistance. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries During Shelter In 

Place 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during SIP, 

although some are continuing through video 

conference or other means. For information on how to 

connect, contact:   

• Bible Study: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 

 

St. Joseph Online Ongoing Programs 

If you're new to the parish, you might like to 

know that many programs are continuing 

online during this time.  

Children's Liturgy of the Word helps 

youngsters connect with the day's gospel 

every Sunday at 10 am, RCIA Inquiry for 

adults thinking about becoming Catholic 

meets at 7:30 pm Wednesdays, and the 

Scripture Reflection Group offers a chance 

to reflect together on the 

upcoming Sunday's readings at 7 pm on 

Thursdays. The Young Adults Group offers 

opportunities for those in their 20's and 30's 

to gather virtually twice a month. Visit our 

website at www.sjbalameda.org for details 

on any of these, and more.  

 

 

   General Information                                                                   
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