
 

  

1109 Chestnut Street Alameda CA 94501   

Ph: (510) 522 0181    email: parish@sjbalameda.org  

Website: www.sjbalameda.org  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Our Mission: Live As Jesus Teaches 

Jesus said to the woman: Daughter, your faith has saved you. 
Go in peace and be cured of your affliction. —Mark 5:34 
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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

A couple of weeks ago, I wrote a bulletin article about the importance of the 

Eucharist and receiving the Eucharist in a worthy state – the “state of grace” we 

Catholics say – which means not being aware of having committed any serious sin. 

If so, the Church warmly and compassionately offers us forgiveness of our sins and 

return to “Communion” in the Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation/Confession. In 

that bulletin article I used President Biden as an example, who, by not only supporting abortion rights but 

also seeks to further them through the removal of the Hyde Amendment in his proposed budget, separates 

himself from the teachings of the Church, and thus, many argue, disqualifies himself from receiving the 

Eucharist, the Sacrament of Communion. You may have heard that the U.S. Bishops met last week and 

decided to draft a document about the Eucharist in the life of the Church. I do not believe that this document 

will mention President Biden per se but will serve as a reminder to all of us of what the Eucharist means 

and how we should approach it. A draft of this document will probably be ready in the Fall. 

Also, this week our Church was in the headlines in Pennsylvania, where the Supreme Court ruled in favor 

of the local Catholic Social Services (CSS), saying that the city of Philadelphia violated the Constitution by 

threatening to shut down CSS unless CSS agreed to certify same-sex couples as foster parents, which was 

a violation of the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment. Residents of the area and throughout the 

country are praising the decision, not only as a defense of religious liberty, but also as a win for children 

(many of whom are minorities) who are served by CSS. See some of the reactions to the Court’s decision 

here.  

I bring all this up because this week the Church in the U.S. celebrates Religious Freedom Week. We began 

on Wednesday, June 22, the Memorial of Saints John Fisher and Thomas More, who were both executed 

by King Henry VIII of England in 1535 for refusing to abandon their religious beliefs on the topic of divorce. 

More is famously quoted as saying, “I die the King’s good servant, but God’s first.” You can read more 

about them here.  

We Catholics are no strangers to persecution, whether it be a bloody martyrdom or an unbloody one. 

Lately, in our country, this persecution has been coming under the guise of a well-known saying, “the 

separation of Church and State.” But let me assure you, the Founding Fathers never intended for religion to 

be subjugated to the State. These men – who sought high ideals while often falling short – believed that 

religion was a good that benefited society and needed to be protected. At the time of the founding of our 

country, a plurality of religious sects were present, and many colonies had adopted state churches; the 

Constitution meant to prevent the establishment of a national religion, thus protecting other religions from 

being dominated by the one. The founders never intended for religion to be expelled from the political 

sphere but intended for religion to be a guide and an aid in forming morally upright and responsible citizens. 

 

To separate Church and State is an impossibility, since each person exists in both realms, the eternal and 

the temporal; one realm seeks happiness in this life, the other in the life to come. In order for separation to 

take place, we would have to separate ourselves. Rather, what is needed is distinction with cooperation, 

because ultimately, the two cannot command opposite things. Sadly, this is where we find ourselves today, 

struggling to determine what is owed to Caesar, and what is owed to God (Mk 12:17). Ultimately, our 

allegiance is to God, which means, among many other things, standing up to anything that violates the 

https://becketnewsite.s3.amazonaws.com/Fulton-Decision-Quotes.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/committees/religious-liberty/st-thomas-more-and-st-john-fisher


 

 

Clergy Corner … cont.                                               

FEAST OF FAITH 

Preparation of the Gifts 

The altar is prepared, the gifts are received. Several 

brief rites follow with accompanying prayers, some 

prayed silently by the priest and deacon and others 

said aloud. We call this part of the Mass the 

“preparation.” What kind of preparation is 

happening? First, the presider holds up the paten or 

bowl containing the hosts, and says words that Jesus 

must have said many times since they derive from 

ancient Jewish meal prayers: “Blessed are you, Lord 

God of all creation!” We have brought forward our 

gifts, our offering to God, and now we acknowledge 

that they are not really ours - the gifts that we give 

are God’s gift to us. It is “through your goodness” that 

we have gifts to offer. It is significant that we offer not 

wheat and grapes, but bread and wine; “fruit of the 

earth and work of human hands.” Bread and wine are 

both God’s work, and ours. These preparatory rites 

also prepare us for what we are about to do in the 

Eucharist, a mystery in which divine and human 

meet; a holy collaboration in which our action is 

caught up into God’s divine plan.   

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

dignity of the human person created in God’s image and likeness, from conception to natural death; 

abortion, euthanasia, economic injustice, racism, poverty and hunger. It also means respecting marriage as 

the union between one man and one woman, and every child’s right to be raised by a mother and a father. 

 

These are difficult teachings! And if you stand up for what our Church teaches, many people will cast you 

out, as it happened to John Fisher and Thomas More. You will be insulted and accused of being intolerant. 

“Love is love,” some people say, which is an ambiguous statement. Our church prefers something more 

concise, that love is willing the good of the other. That is what our Catholic teachings propose, the good of 

the other, loving the other, and if you make that the goal of your life, no matter what people say about you, 

you will always be free. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Freedom Week ends June 29 

All people desire to enjoy communion with God, and 

this desire gives rise to the search for religious truth 

and finds expression in the formation of religious 

culture. Even people who claim no religious 

affiliation cannot help but need ritual, belonging, and 

truth. Why? Because we all long to know and love 

the One in whose image we are made. “For God 

formed man to be imperishable; the image of his 

own nature he made him.” The Church’s promotion 

of religious freedom expresses her solidarity with all 

people who seek the good and hope for fulfillment in 

the truth. As Pope Francis teaches: 

Hope speaks to us of a thirst, an aspiration, a 

longing for a life of fulfillment, a desire to achieve 

great things, things that fill our heart and lift our 

spirit to lofty realities like truth, goodness and 

beauty, justice and love ... Hope is bold; it can look 

beyond personal convenience, the petty securities 

and compensations which limit our horizon, and it 

can open us up to grand ideals that make life more 

beautiful and worthwhile (Fratelli tutti, 55). 

Join us throughout the week as we pray, reflect, and 

take action on religious liberty, both here in this 

country and abroad. (USCCB) 



 

Gentle Reminder… At the end of the 

Mass, please do not leave any trash in the pews 

and return worship aids to any of the entrances 

to the Basilica before you leave as a courtesy to 

the next person or group who will be using the 

Basilica. Thank you for your co-operation.  

 

   Events                                Stewardship                                         

Support Our Local Advertisers Or 
Bulletin Advertisement 
Placing an ad in our bulletin raises visibility for your 

business in the community and at the same time 

support the costs of the printing of our parish 

bulletin.  We thank all our current and future 

advertisers for their support.   

Please show your support by shopping local and 

support our advertisers. 

(See the back page of the Bulletin for information 

on how to place an ad) 

Pyx Donation 

The Pastoral Care Ministry is requesting for 

donations of pyx.  Pyx are needed by our 

Eucharistic Ministers to bring Eucharist to the 

Parish Community that is homebound or in 

hospitals/care facilities.   

New or gently-used pyx can be dropped off to 

the Parish Office. Or, you can leave it on the 

Rectory Porch or mail-slot after parish hours. 

Thank you! 

Upcoming Second Collection 
Maintenance: July 3/4 

The first weekend of the month is maintenance 
collection.  Your donations will help defray the 
cost of maintaining our Basilica and Grounds. 
Thank you for your support. 

FORMED - Video Pick Of the Week:  

Light of Love 
Link to Video: https://watch.formed.org/light-of-love 

We often have ideas of religious life... either kneeling in a 

convent or out in the streets assisting the poor. While both 

of these scenes are essential to the life as a sister, Light of 

Love takes a deeper look into understanding the call... the 

"why" of religious life. 

By interviewing five 

sisters from five orders 

across the United 

States, the film places 

viewers face to face in 

intimate conversations 

with these amazing 

women. What does it mean to be called? What are the 

struggles of religious life? How have you seen God move 

through your ministry? These questions and others are 

addressed throughout the film.  

Fourth of July: This year, the 4th of July falls 

on a Sunday.  The Office will be closed on 

Monday, July 5 to observed the Holiday.  The 

Sunday Masses will be celebrated as usual at 

7:30am, 9:30am, 12 pm and 7 pm. 

Young Families Ministry 

Barbeque & Potluck Invite 

Young families with infants and children 

through elementary school are invited for 

fellowship and Beach Barbeque & Potluck 

on Saturday, July 17, 10 am - 1pm, 

Crown Memorial Beach. (Near the bathrooms with 

green pop-up canopy and balloons). 

Bring your favorite dish/drinks to share.  For details, 

contact Claire (408) 621 2900. 

San Damiano Event 

Spirituality & Conscious Aging 

July 23, 2021, San Damiano Retreat Center 

As you think about your retirement years and move into 

this next chapter of your life, this retreat will explore the 

benefits and joys as well as the challenges and con-

cerns ahead. How do we live this stage of our life well 

and see aging as a blessing?  

For more details or to register for the retreat: 

https://oakdiocese.org/events/san-damiano-event-

spirituality-and-conscious-aging-finding-meaning-in-our-

retirement-years 

https://watch.formed.org/light-of-love
https://oakdiocese.org/events/san-damiano-event-spirituality-and-conscious-aging-finding-meaning-in-our-retirement-years
https://oakdiocese.org/events/san-damiano-event-spirituality-and-conscious-aging-finding-meaning-in-our-retirement-years
https://oakdiocese.org/events/san-damiano-event-spirituality-and-conscious-aging-finding-meaning-in-our-retirement-years


 

  Saturday, June 26 

8:30am  †Eden Perdiguerra  

5:00pm Vigil †Dr. Bernadette Aghaji 
  People of the Parish - living & deceased 
  

 

  Sunday, June 27 

7:30 am  The McGaugh Family 

9:30 am 1) †Brigido Aquino - death anniversary 

  2) Rosa Aquino - Birthday 

Noon &  Lim & Thong Families - Living & Deceased 

Live-streamed    

7:00 pm Neonita Salapare - Healing 

 

  Monday, June 28 

8:30am  1) †Dr. Bernadette Aghaji 
 
 

  Tuesday, June 29 

8:30 am †Leticia Pardo 
 

 

8:30am  Wednesday, June 30 

  †Rosa Betancourt 

 

  Thursday, July 1 

8:30 am  †Eduardo Alcontin 

 

  Friday, July 2 

8:30 am †Dr. Bernadette Aghaji 
  

  Saturday, July 3 

8:30 am †Anna Goulet 

5:00 pm Vigil 1) †Reena Salud 

  2) †Alejandro H. Sanchez Alcantra 
   

   

  Sunday, July 4 

7:30 am The Price Family 

9:30 am Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 

12 noon Mass People Of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

& Live streamed 

7:00 pm (Open) 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  

In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza Brown, Gabi 

Cole, Jazlynn & Nia Cain, Mary 

Cronin, Rino Gacad,   Lindsay 

Kendall-Gonzalez, Fred Jackson, 

Don Kennedy, Amelia Miguel, Earl 

Nine,  Femmia Ramos, Nory A. 

Reyes, Nicholas Edward Tirona  & 

Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

or call (510) 995 9420.  

MASS INTENTIONS Sanctuary Flowers 
The Altar Flowers for the 

week of June 26/27 is sponsored  

by the McGaugh Family 

 

   Community Prayers                                                                                       

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday: St. Irenaeus 

Tuesday: Ss. Peter and Paul 

Wednesday: The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman 

Church 

Thursday: Saint Junípero Serra; Canada Day 

Friday: First Friday 

Saturday: St. Thomas; First Saturday 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the 

Month of June is sponsored  

(by anonymous)  

for the Parish Community of St. Joseph 

You changed my mourning into dancing;  

O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks. 

—Psalm 30:13 

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of praying for your 

intentions or for the souls of our deceased loved ones. 

To request a Mass Intention, please contact Sherley in 

the Parish Office by email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or 

in-person help, Monday - Friday, 10 am - 4pm.  

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Hours: 

• Monday-Friday: 8am-7pm  

• Saturday: 8am-5pm  

• Sunday: 7am-5pm  
 

Prayer is the best armor we have, it is the key 

which opens the heart of God. 

— St. Padre Pio 

St. Joseph Online Ongoing Programs 

If you're new to the parish, you might like to know that many programs are continuing online during this 

time.  

Children's Liturgy of the Word helps youngsters connect with the day's gospel every Sunday at 10 am, 

RCIA Inquiry for adults thinking about becoming Catholic meets at 7:30 pm Wednesdays, and the 

Scripture Reflection Group offers a chance to reflect together on the 

upcoming Sunday's readings at 7 pm on Thursdays. The Young Adults Group offers opportunities for 

those in their 20's and 30's to gather virtually twice a month. Visit our website at www.sjbalameda.org for 

details on any of these, and more.  

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on 

our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://
www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no music) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica (Live-streaming available on 

Basilica’s YouTube Channel) 

7:00 pm (resumed June 27, 2021) 

Reservation to attend any of the Masses is no 

longer needed. 

For link to live-streaming on YouTube and 

Worship Aid: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-

schedule 
 

Note: Reopening Update Effective June 15 

Social Distancing - no longer required as restriction 

on capacity has lifted.  

Masks - If you are vaccinated you do not need to wear a 

mask indoors.  Non-vaccinated persons, including 

minors, must wear masks indoors. 

Restoration Of The Obligation To Attend Mass - 
The lifting of the dispensation from the Sunday Mass 

Obligation will come into force on Sunday, August 15th, 

2021, the Solemnity of the Assumption. 

For further Diocesan Liturgy Guidelines effective June 15, 

2021, please visit: https://sjbalameda.org/diocesan-liturgy

-guidelines-effective-june-15-2021 

Mass Times: 

 

   Important Information                                                

First Tuesday Adoration  

In Vietnamese 
7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

(Note: Resume in July) 

http://www.sjbalameda.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/diocesan-liturgy-guidelines-effective-june-15-2021
https://sjbalameda.org/diocesan-liturgy-guidelines-effective-june-15-2021


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Principal,  Elementary School – to be updated 
510-522-4456  

 

Active Parish Ministries 

(Note: some groups are continuing with virtual meeting) 

For more  information on how to connect, contact:   

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person, Mondays, 9 am - 11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com (Resuming in July: In-person, 4th Fridays, 7 - 8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

 

 

 General Information                                                                   
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