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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

Happy 4th of July weekend. I hope you find some time to enjoy yourselves while 

remaining conscious of the significance of the event we are celebrating. During 

holidays like this, I am reminded of a poster that hung in a classroom in my high 

school which had an image of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the words, 

“MLK holiday is not a day off but a day on.” The same can be said for the 4th of July 

holiday. It’s a day off, yes, of BBQs and fireworks, but more importantly, it is a day that reminds us to strive for 

the ideals of what our country was founded on, “that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” This 

comes from the beginning of the Declaration of Independence, which I think ties in with the conclusion of our 

Mass when it is said, “go in peace.” Not to return home to sit on the couch, but out into the world to serve one 

another in love. 

Speaking of service. Our schools are in need of filling some positions. This may be a long shot, but I ask you to 

look over these openings and reach out to anyone you know who may be qualified to apply, especially for high 

school math, and 7th and 8th-grade homeroom. Thank you! 

As I mentioned some weeks ago, I will be celebrating Mass in the posture of ad orientem (“towards the East”) 

one weekend per month inside the Basilica. Next weekend, July 10 and 11 will be that weekend, and as 

promised, here is some more catechesis on the topic. 

Perhaps you have heard of the phrase, “fully conscious and active participation.” This phrase comes to us from 

the document on the liturgy from the Second Vatican Council, Sacrosanctum Conciliium. In that document, the 

Council called for a reform of the liturgy and a renewal in liturgical education so that all would be able to 

participate more fully at Mass. This reform included the approval of translations of liturgical texts into the 

vernacular. However, as the implementation of the Council’s reforms progressed, something of the essential 

meaning of “fully conscious and active participation” was lost. The developing sense of the phrase was thought 

to mean that participation at Mass depended on one’s action in a ministry such as lectoring, music, or being an 

extraordinary minister of the Eucharist. But it didn’t stop there. I’m sure many of you have attended Masses 

with “liturgical dancing,” or even the rare “clown Mass,” where priests and ministers dressed as clowns (sadly, I 

am not joking). 

“Fully conscious and active participation” is not dependent on whether or not you are a liturgical minister. 

Rather, being a minister is dependent on this sort of active and conscious participation, which is firstly an 

interior prayerfulness. This is because ultimately, the Mass is not something that we create or do for ourselves. 

Rather, the central action that takes place at Mass is God’s, who is the main actor, and who invites us to 

participate in His action. And what is this action? Namely, it is the Eucharistic prayer. 

The first part of Mass, the Liturgy of the Word, is rightly described as a dialogue between us and God. God 

speaks to us in the readings, we listen and respond to Him. But in the second half, the Liturgy of the Eucharist, 

God speaks alone, for it is He who must do for us what we could never do ourselves, i.e., offer the acceptable 

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving (Eucharistia is Greek for thanksgiving). 

During the time of the Eucharistic prayer, after the gifts of bread and wine have been brought forth, the priest in 

a sense disappears as the principal actor, Jesus Christ, emerges, who, speaking through the priest, prays on 

behalf of His body, the Church. The priest is merely Christ’s instrument, who addressing the Father, invites the 

entire congregation to join with him in praying the Eucharistic Prayer, in which His Passion, death, Resurrection 

and Ascension are re-presented to us. This is why we hear in Eucharistic Prayer 1, “Remember, Lord, your 

servants and all gathered here whose faith and devotion are known to you. For them, we offer this sacrifice of 

praise or they offer it for themselves and all who are dear to them…” 



 

 

Clergy Corner … cont.                                               

Congratulations to our young people who were confirmed by Bishop Michael Barber during Mass in our 

high school quad last Saturday (Confirmation name in bold): Adrian Aguilar Jr., Tanner Peter Ballesteros, 

Christopher Jude Bellinger, Marko John Paul Cabrera, Joy Teresa Chang, Ruby Esperanza Coronado 

Toscano, Charlie Joseph Cunningham, Anthony Garcia Rivas, Ethan Peter Gonzalez, Emily Elizabeth Holley, 

Isabelle Joan Huxley, Jack Maximillian Kenny, Francis Ignatius Lau, Edward LeGaux, Miranda Catherine 

Massie, Monique Milan Lau, Erik Michael Nguyen, Sydney Bernadette Obligacion, Cecilia Perez, Nicolas 

Perez, Susana Maria Goretti Quinones, Derrick Raymundo, Lauren Isabel Reyno, Lucas Isidore Ross, Noah 

Luigi Ross, Gabriel Christopher Speed, Sophia Mary Stento, Michelle Catherine Tandradinata, Isabelle Mary 

Tandradinata, Marion Cecilia William and James Witherspoon, along with Sonja Teresa Testa from St. Monica’s 

in Moraga. 

We are grateful to catechists Ernie Mahr, Terecita Dean and Leslie Garcia and student aide Mia Holley, and to 

the families of the newly confirmed, who navigated this unusual year with online classes and retreat, and to Fr. 

Mario for providing prayer experiences both online and in person as safety permitted.  

Come Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love.  

This may all sound very confusing. Don’t worry. The point is this, some people object to Mass ad orientem 

because they see it as a barrier to “participating” in Mass. I invite us to think of participation not as something 

we have to provide externally, by reading, or singing or dancing, but as joining with God to offer with Him what 

He himself is providing. This means that participation is an internal experience of uniting with the Body of 

Christ in prayer. In this way, Mass ad orientem can be viewed as a bodily manifestation of the fact that we are 

not being asked to differentiate ourselves during Mass, to offer something uniquely our own from our own 

talents, but that we are being led by Christ in offering with Him the most essential thing, that which is His: His 

prayer, His Body and Blood, His life. 

This means that you could be the last person in the last pew stuck behind a pillar, but if you are fully listening 

to God speak, if you are actively responding from your heart with a desire to do His will, if you are consciously 

praying the Eucharistic prayer in faith, then you are 100% participating. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario Rizzo 



 

 

   Events                                Stewardship                                         

Fourth of July 
The Office will be closed on Monday, July 5, to 

observe the Holiday and reopens on Tuesday, 

July 6.  We wish our Parish Community a very 

Happy and Safe July 4th! 

Nominations Open For Pax Christi, 
Tom Webb Memorial Peacemaker 
Award 

Pax Christi Northern California (PCNC) has 

established the "Tom Webb Memorial 

Peacemaker Award" which will annually 

recognize outstanding peace work by an 

individual in Northern California. The recipient 

of the award will receive $500. The award 

commemorates Tom Webb (1955 - 2019) who 

was a passionate Catholic peacemaker, active 

member of Pax Christi, and participant in the 

Catholic Worker movement. For more 

information www.paxchristinorcal.org or contact 

Pierre Thompson, pierrethompson@outlook.com. 

Nominations will be accepted until July 16, 2021.  

Travelling This Summer? 
Don’t forget to support your Parish  
As with any household or business, your parish 

needs your continued support to meet its ongoing 

expenses.  Please consider dropping off or 

mailing your envelopes to 

the Parish Office or 

making online donations 

through FaithDirect to 

simplify your weekly 

offerings. Signing up is 

easy and secure.  Click 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702 to sign 

up, or for help contact our Business Manager, 

Stan Schonberg, email: 

business@sjbalameda.org, phone # 510 995 

9411. 

Order of Malta Clinic  
Offers Free Vaccines 
July 10 and July 31, 2021 

The Order of Malta Clinic partners with 

Curative Covid-19 Testing and Health 

Services to offer FREE vaccine clinics on July 10 and 

July 31, 2021 on the Plaza level of the Cathedral of 

Christ the Light. More details through the link: https://

www.oakdiocese.org/events/order-of-malta-clinic 

Pan de Vida for Vocations 
Saturday, July 17, 2021 

The Office of Vocations invites you to support vocations 
in the Diocese of Oakland through our Pan de Vida for 
Vocations event. For more details: https://
www.oakdiocese.org/events/pan-de-vida-for-vocations-

Ministry Update: The Legion of Mary will 

resume its monthly gathering on July 23rd 

(every 4th Friday of the month), 7 - 8:30 pm at 

the Parish Center.  For more information or to 

volunteer for this wonderful ministry, contact Dr. 

Terecita Dean: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com. 

Save The Dates! 
Our Lady Of Fatima Celebrations 
We invite our parishioners to join us for Rosary prayers 
in the Basilica in honor of Our Lady of Fatima on the 
following dates: 
Tuesday, July 13, 6 pm 
Friday, August 13, 6 pm 
Monday, September 13, 6 pm 
Wednesday, October 13, 5:30 pm 

Gentle Reminder: Please help to clean up 

the pews before you leave at the end of the 

Mass. Return the worship aids to all the 

entrances of the Church, and pick up any trash. 

This will help our Ushers & Greeters to quickly 

make the Church ready for the next Mass. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  
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  Saturday, July 3 

8:30am  †Anna Goulet  

5:00pm Vigil 1) †Reena Salud 
  2) †Alejando H. Sanchez Alcantra 
  

 

  Sunday, July 4 

7:30 am  The Price Family 

9:30 am Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00 pm Fernandez & De Cruz Families  
 

  Monday, July 5 

8:30am  1) Alameda Care - Subacute Unit 

  2) †Brigitte Plant 

 
 

  Tuesday, July 6 

8:30 am †Dr. Bernadette Aghaji 
 

 

8:30am  Wednesday, July 7 

  †Dr. Bernadette Aghaji 

 

  Thursday, July 8 

8:30 am  1) †Andrew Jennings 

  2) †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 

 

  Friday, July 9 

8:30 am Rogelio Rejano - Birthday 
  

  Saturday, July 10 

8:30 am †Uyen Mary Dominic Nguyen 

5:00 pm Vigil Mark & Shane Jansz - Wedding  
   

   

  Sunday, July 11 

7:30 am People Of The Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 am 1) †Elpidio Tanglao 

  2) Rosa Tanglao - Birthday 

12:00 pm  †Charles W. Smith 

7:00 pm (open) 

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

   

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Jan Curtis, 

Martha Flores, Rino Gacad, Don 

Kennedy, Amelia Miguel and 

Clinton L. Primm. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the 

Sick List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org  

or call (510) 995 9420.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

  Community Prayers                                                                                       

To request a Mass Intention, please visit the Parish 

office, Monday - Friday, 10 am - 4 pm. The customary 

suggested donation of $10 goes to the priest 

celebrating the Mass.  

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of 

July 4 & 11 is sponsored by  

The McGaugh Family. 

Prayer is the breath of life, and we are all invited 

to live it, so that it becomes an uninterrupted 

prayer.  It is the flame of Christian life, like the air 

we breathe, which can never be lacking.  —Pope 

Francis 

Special Prayer Intention For July 4th: For 

our country, her citizens, residents, and visitors, 

that Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, 

patron of the United States of America, intercede 

for our intentions.  

 

Recent Passing 
May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

Barbara Laura Woods 
(Parishioner) 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30pm  

If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins…1 John 1:9  

Basilica Hours: 

• Monday-Friday: 8am-7pm  

• Saturday: 8am-5pm  

• Sunday: 7am-5pm  
 

Prayer is the best armor we have, it is the key 

which opens the heart of God. 

— St. Padre Pio 

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - 

Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no music) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica (Live-streaming available on 

Basilica’s YouTube Channel) 

7:00 pm - Basilica 

Reservation to attend any of the Masses is no 

longer needed. 

For link to live-streaming on YouTube and 

Worship Aid: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-

schedule 
 

Note: Reopening Update Effective June 15 

Social Distancing - no longer required as restriction 

on capacity has lifted.  

Masks - If you are vaccinated you do not need to wear a 

mask indoors.  Non-vaccinated persons, including 

minors, must wear masks indoors. 

Restoration Of The Obligation To Attend Mass - 
The lifting of the dispensation from the Sunday Mass 

Obligation will come into force on Sunday, August 15th, 

2021, the Solemnity of the Assumption. 

Mass Times: 

 

   Important Information                                                

First Tuesday Adoration  

In Vietnamese 
7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

(Note: Resume in July) 

St. Joseph Formation Programs: 

Registration is now open for in-person formation programs for teens and children beginning this fall; visit 

our website at https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs. Children's Liturgy of the Word continues 

online at 10 Sunday mornings. RCIA catechesis (for those baptized in another Christian tradition 

interested in becoming Catholic, adult Catholics preparing for First Eucharist and catechumens 

preparing for baptism) has resumed meeting in person. RCIA Inquiry (for those thinking about baptism) 

remains online, weekly on Wednesday nights. Two Scripture Reflection groups meet online to reflect on 

the upcoming Sunday's readings: one on Thursday mornings and another on Thursday nights. The 

Young Adults Group offers opportunities for those in their 20's and 30's to gather online and in person. 

Visit our website at www.sjbalameda.org for details. 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School  
510-522-4456  / dcolvert@csdo.org 

 

Active Parish Ministries 

(Note: some groups are continuing with virtual meeting) 

For more  information on how to connect, contact:   

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9 am - 11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com (In-person: 4th Fridays,  7 - 8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

 

 General Information                                                                   
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