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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

In case you missed it, we published Bishop Barber’s letter in last week’s E-news, in 

which he writes about the importance of the Eucharist. In that letter, he noted that he 

will be reinstating the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday, August 15, the Solemnity 

of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Although many of our neighboring 

dioceses have already reinstated the obligation, our return on this solemnity is a 

fitting one, since, as we approach the minister to receive Communion, we do so in the spirit of Mary who 

received the Body of Christ most perfectly into herself. Our “Amen” at that time is, in a very intimate way, 

united to her “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 

1:38). 

 

I’d like to take a moment to discuss the word “obligation.” First of all, what is the obligation we are referring 

to? It is the obligation for all Catholics to attend Mass every Sunday and Holy Day (of obligation), unless for 

a serious reason they are unable to. Some serious reasons include sickness (even if only minor symptoms), 

having health risk factors that require avoiding public spaces, being homebound or caring for someone who 

is (even children), some kind of emergency like a flat tire, or not having access to Mass due to travel 

(although being on vacation does not dismiss us from attempting to attend Mass). 

 

Why the big fuss about attending Mass? First, because Sunday is not ours, but the “Lord’s Day,” since it is 

the day of the week that His Resurrection took place. Think of it this way, that’s the most significant event in 

human history, and if we do well to celebrate our lesser anniversaries, we ought to celebrate this one, and 

not just annually, but weekly. But this isn’t because God needs us to celebrate the Resurrection, but 

because we need it. The Lord’s Day is the fulfillment of the sabbath day, the day of rest, which for our 

Jewish brothers and sisters takes place on Saturday. Remember in the Book of Genesis, God rested on the 

7th day of creation. For Christians, the sabbath is no longer Saturday, but Sunday, the day of the new 

creation. As Psalm 118 says, “this is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” The 

obligation, therefore, is not for God’s sake, but for our own. Jesus said, “the sabbath was made for man, not 

man for the sabbath” (Mk 2:27), which means, attending Mass is expressly FOR US and for our benefit. 

 

We need rest, it’s as simple as that, but rest of a particular sort. In next Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus will invite 

his apostles to come away by themselves, away from the crowds, to rest with him (Mark 6:31). This isn’t any 

ordinary type of rest, like taking a rest day after an intense workout. This rest is mental and emotional; it is a 

truly spiritual rest. And just as our bodies depend on rest to grow after that intense workout, so do our spirits. 

Our catechism says that we are obliged to attend Mass every Sunday and Holy Day because this is the day 

we are “confirmed” in the practice of our Christian lives. Confirmed means made strong. At Mass, we are 

made strong, namely by the hearing of the Word and reception of the Eucharist, but also by simply being in 

the presence of one another, as the Catechism says, “participation in the communal celebration of the 

Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of belonging and of being faithful to Christ and to His Church. The faithful 

give witness by this to their communion in faith and charity. Together they testify to God's holiness and their 

hope of salvation. They strengthen one another under the guidance of the Holy Spirit” (#2182). This is why 

St. John Chrysostom said, “You cannot pray at home as at church, where there is a great multitude, where 

exclamations are cried out to God as from one great heart, and where there is something more: the union of 

minds, the accord of souls, the bond of charity, the prayers of the priests” (cf. #2179). 



 

 

Clergy Corner … cont.                                               

Feast Of Faith 

Invitation to the Eucharistic Prayer 

After the presider washes his hands, he turns to 

the people and says, “Pray that our sacrifice may 

be acceptable to God the almighty Father.” We 

have brought forward bread and wine, and now 

we are asked to see in these simple gifts upon 

the altar a sacrifice offered to God. Our response 

is rich in theological meaning. “May the Lord 

accept the sacrifice at your hands.” The words 

point to the unique role of the priest, whose 

hands, at his ordination, were anointed for just 

this purpose: that he might “sanctify the Christian 

people and offer sacrifice to God” (Rite of 

Ordination). We ask God to accept our sacrifice 

not because it is worthy of God, but simply “for 

the praise and glory of his name.” God does not 

need our offering but allows us to give it so that 

we might grow in holiness. And God, never to be 

outdone in generosity, gives all that we have 

given back to us, “for our good and the good of all 

his Church.” This Mass benefits not just those 

who have gathered, but, in the mysterious 

economy of grace, the whole Church. In the 

words of Saint Paul, when one part rejoices, the 

whole body “share[s] its joy” (1 Corinthians 

12:26).  

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

So, why are we obligated to attend Mass every Sunday and Holy Day? Because, in order to grow into the 

people we were made to be, we need to rest with the Lord and with each other. We need to rejoice. The 

pandemic has taught us this. Thus, to deliberately fail in this obligation (e.g., to skip Mass to go to a sporting 

event) is to commit a grave sin, since to intentionally skip Mass is to say to God and to one another, “I don’t 

need you.” This is an offense against charity that must be brought to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Therefore, as we prepare to return together on August 15, we remember the responsibility we have of 

reminding our fellow Catholics, especially those who have fallen away from the practice of their faith, of our 

obligation, not because we are sticklers of the law, but because being with us will do them good, and being 

with them will do us good as well. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

Readings For The Week 

Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-8; 
Mt 10:34 — 11:1 

Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34; 
Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-4, 6-7; Mt 
11:25-27 

Thursday: Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1, 5, 8-9, 24-27; 
Mt 11:28-30 

Friday: Ex 11:10 — 12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15, 
16bc, 17-18; Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday: Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136:1, 23-24, 10-15; 
Mt 12:14-21 

Sunday: Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18; 
Mk 6:30-34 



 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Wednesday Nights,  7 - 8:30 pm 

Do you know of someone who 

is interested in becoming a 

Catholic? Invite them to join us 

as RCIA Inquiry resumes in-

person meeting this 

Wednesday, July 14, 7 pm in 

the Parish Center.  For more 

information, contact Anne Marie 

Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org. 

 

   Events                                Stewardship                                         

Young Families Ministry 

Barbeque & Potluck  

Young families with infants and children 

through elementary school are invited 

for fellowship and Beach Barbeque & 

Potluck on Saturday, July 17, 10 am - 

1pm, Crown Memorial Beach. For 

details, visit website:https://sjbalameda.org/young-

families-gathering 

Our Lady Of Fatima Celebration 
Tuesday, July 13, 6 pm, Basilica 

Join us for Rosary in the Basilica in honor of Our 
Lady of Fatima. All are welcome! 

FORMED - Video Pick Of the Week:  

Set All Afire 
Link to Video: https://watch.formed.org/videos/set-all-

afire-why-the-church-still-matters 

This one-of-a-kind 

presentation includes 

seven segments, 

approximately 10 minutes 

each, covering some of 

the most important topics 

and questions in the 

Church today. Taken from 

seven of our most 

powerful and popular 

talks, these segments are 

sure to stir the soul and 

inspire you to set all afire for love of Christ and His 

Church.  

Online Giving With FaithDirect 

Try online giving for your weekly offertory 

contribution  with FaithDirect. Registration is 

easy and safe. You can create your own 

account and select a secure payment method 

like credit card, checking or savings account. 

You can select your giving amount and how 

often you would like to give: weekly, quarterly, 

yearly, etc. To register, visit the following link: 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702. 

Need help registering or for more details, 

contact our business manager, Stan 

Schonberg: 510-995 9411, or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org. 

Parish Bulletin 

Our weekly bulletin is subsidized completely by 

those companies whose advertisements appear 

on the last page. If you have the opportunity, you 

may thank them in the name of our parish by 

using their products or services. To participate as 

a sponsor of our bulletin, please contact : 

J.S.Paluch Co. at 800-675-5051 and quote our 

bulletin ID 421600 or, St. Joseph Basilica. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Does the scene of the disciples being sent out two 

by two bring to mind any other scripture? After the 

flood, Noah opens the door of the ark and sends 

his passengers out to renew the face of the earth. 

Certainly, Jesus has the same purpose. The 

purpose is fulfilled in your communion in the Body 

of Christ today, and in your being sent from the 

Eucharist into the world. The sending is so 

important that our word “Mass” derives from it. In 

Latin, the last words of worship are Ite, missa est, 

which means “Go, you are sent.” From that, 

people began to call Catholic worship the missa, 

or in English, the “Mass.” Our English words 

dismissal, missal, emissary, and mission are all 

related. We are not sent into the workaday world 

alone but in relationship to one another. Some 

people have acquired the unhappy habit of leaving 

worship as soon as they receive Communion and 

therefore miss the prayer, the dismissal, and the 

solemn blessing that are essential parts of the 

Mass. The dismissal is a seal on our Communion 

and reveals its purpose. Thanks be to God 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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  Saturday, July 10 

8:30am  †Sr. Mary Dominic Uyen Nguyen 

5:00pm Vigil Mark & Shane Jansz - Wedding 
  

 

  Sunday, July 11 

7:30 am  People of the Parish - living & deceased 

9:30 am 1) †Elpidio Tanglao 

  2) Rosa Tanglao - birthday thanksgiving 

12:00 pm  †Charles W. Smith 

7:00 pm †Anna Aguilar  
 

  Monday, July 12 

8:30am  Rosalinda Ramirez - birthday thanksgiving 

 
 

  Tuesday, July 13 

8:30 am †Gregoria Magnaye Hernandez 
 

 

8:30am  Wednesday, July 14 

  †Rogelio Tulao 

 

  Thursday, July 15 

8:30 am  1) †Dr. Bernadette Aghaji 

  2) The Platt Family 

 

  Friday, July 16 

8:30 am †Roberto Posadas 
  

  Saturday, July 17 

8:30 am Rose Wong - birthday thanksgiving 

5:00 pm Vigil †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 
   

   

  Sunday, July 18 

7:30 am †Mathias ‘Matt’ Gabel 

9:30 am Cristeta Reyes+ 

12:00 pm  †George A. Naclerio, Sr 

7:00 pm †Anna Aguilar 

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

   

   

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Jan Curtis, Martha Flores, Rino Gacad, 

Don Kennedy, Amelia Miguel, 

Clinton L. Primm, Nory A. Reyes, 

Femmia Ramos and Ramon N. 

Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick 

List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org  

or call (510) 995 9420.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

  Community Prayers                                                                                       

Weekly Altar Flowers And/Or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the 

weekly Altar Flowers, or one candle for the 

weekly Sanctuary Lamp. Request is open for 

the month of July and August.  Your intention 

will be printed in the weekly bulletin.  Donations 

for Altar Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, 

$20. To sponsor and select a date,  please con-

tact Sherley Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org, 

or call (510) 995 9420. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of 

July 11 is sponsored by  

The McGaugh Family. 

July Baptisms 

Congratulations to these children and their 
parents! We welcome these children into our 
community of faith in Jesus Christ.  

Ella Patsy Leyva, Bella Pauline Ramirez 
and Luca Henock Leulseged. 

Please keep the children, their parents and 
godparents in your prayers. 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

(Week of 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

Tuesday: St. Henry 

Wednesday: St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

Thursday: St. Bonaventure 

Friday: Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 

 

New To St. Joseph? 

Welcome! To register, visit our Parish Office or 

register online at www.sjbalameda,org. 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30pm  

If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins…1 John 1:9  

Basilica Hours: 

• Monday-Friday: 8am-7pm  

• Saturday: 8am-5pm  

• Sunday: 7am-5pm  
 

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no music) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica (Live-streaming available on 

Basilica’s YouTube Channel) 

7:00 pm  

Reservation to attend any of the Masses is no 

longer needed. 

For link to live-streaming on YouTube and 

Worship Aid: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-

schedule 
 

Reopening Update Effective June 15 

Social Distancing - no longer required as restriction 

on capacity has lifted.  

Masks - If you are vaccinated you do not need to wear a 

mask indoors, or continue to wear one if you wish.  Non-

vaccinated persons, including minors, must wear masks 

indoors. 

Important Notification: Restoration Of The 

Obligation To Attend Mass  

The lifting of the dispensation from the Sunday Mass 

Obligation will come into force on Sunday, August 15th, 

2021, the Solemnity of the Assumption. 

Mass Times: 

 

   Liturgy Information                                               

First Tuesday Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

In-Person Adult and Children’s Programs Return 

We’re back! After a year of video-conferencing and home schooling, Faith Formation is returning in person 

for all ages. Starting this fall, programs for children and teens will offer in-person gatherings at least twice 

a month, in addition to support for weekly in-home study. https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs For 

adults interested in becoming Catholic, RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) completes its return to 

face-to-face this week. Inquiry for those considering Baptism resumes meeting in the Parish Center at 

7pm (new time) on Wednesday nights. The Tuesday sessions for catechumens who have committed to 

Baptism or candidates preparing for reception into the Catholic Church and/or Eucharist and Confirmation 

have been meeting in person on Tuesday nights. https://sjbalameda.org/rcia Adult Confirmation classes 

will begin this fall. (Until we set a date for in-person Children’s Liturgy of the Word, it continues via Zoom 

every Sunday). For more information visit our website or contact Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org. 

We look forward to being together again!  
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Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

 

Active Parish Ministries 

(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

For more  information on how to connect, contact:   

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe (In-person, 1st Thursday, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm Parish Center) 

 

 General Information                                                                   

Christian Burials (at need): Funerals and the Rite of 

Christian Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of 

your choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Memorial Mass, please contact the Parish Office. 
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