
 

 
 

1109 Chestnut Street Alameda CA 94501   

Ph: (510) 522 0181  /  email: parish@sjbalameda.org  

Website: www.sjbalameda.org  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Basilica Hours:  

Monday - Friday, 8 am - 7 pm 

Saturday, 8 am - 5 pm / Sunday, 7 am - 5 pm 

 

The Apostles reported all they had done and taught.  

Jesus said to them, 

“Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” 
Mark 6:30, 31 
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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Last week I wrote about Bishop Barber’s decision to reinstate the obligation to attend 

Mass on Sundays and Holy Days, beginning on Sunday, August 15th, the Solemnity 

of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In that article, I highlighted what our 

understanding of the word “obligation” is, noting that God’s commandment to keep 

holy the Sabbath is not for His good, but for our own. It is good for us to gather 

together, to be with Him and one another. It is so critical for us to be together, that without this weekly 

gathering, we would be seriously deficient in our development as human beings, for it is at Mass that God 

pledges to give us everything we need to flourish: faith, hope, and love, found in His Word, the Eucharist, 

and in the community. This is the etymology of the word “obligation,” a binding pledge. God pledges 

something good to us, and we pledge something back to him and to each other: our presence, our 

commitment to love Him and one another. That’s a beautiful notion, isn’t it? 

The reason I am reminding of this reinstatement of the Sunday obligation, is because I have decided, in 

union with the livestream team, to discontinue the Sunday livestream on YouTube. The last Mass to be live 

streamed will take place on August 1, a couple of weeks ahead of the August 15th return. We will, however, 

continue to livestream the daily Mass from Facebook at 8:30 am. 

With that being said, I would like to preemptively thank the livestream team for all of their hard work over the 

last 16 months or so. Where would we have been without our Sunday Mass livestream? With the drive-

through Communion, it was like the life raft that kept us afloat amidst the storm of the pandemic. The 

livestream filled our homes with familiar sights and joyful sounds. It kept us connected and eased our 

isolation and loneliness. It enabled us to encounter the sacred and the Divine, even if we were still wearing 

our pajamas. I am incredibly grateful to the livestream team for all that they did for us. I am inspired by their 

dedication, always arriving around 10:30 am to set up, and oftentimes providing their personal equipment for 

our own use. I will miss their friendly faces, and generous attitudes. Please join me in thanking the 

livestream team as we prepare to end this amazing ministry (If there is anyone who helped out along the 

way who I forgot to mention, I apologize. You know who you are, and I am grateful to you too): 

Amy Aguon (Sound) 

Sal Castaneda (Camera operator) 

Laura Chinnavaso (Creator of the worship aids) 

Michael Chinnavaso (Camera operator) 

Carlos De la Torre (Camera operator) 

Robert Heimbichner (Sound) 

Tuan Nguyen (Camera operator) 

Alex Ramos (Ministry lead and YouTube channel manager) 

Henry Ramos (Camera operator) 

Victor Ramos (setup) 

James Toner (Camera operator) 

Gordon Yee (Youtube channel moderator) 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 



 

 

Parish News 

FEAST OF FAITH 

The Prayer Over the Offerings 

In the liturgy of the 1570 Missal, this prayer was 

called the “secret” prayer. It was “secret” not 

because its content was mysterious, but because it 

was prayed in silence by the priest, who only 

recited the conclusion aloud: . . . per omnia saecula 

saeculorum. With the reforms of the Second 

Vatican Council, we again hear these rich prayers 

spoken aloud. They remind us to prepare ourselves 

for what is to happen in the Eucharistic Prayer, for it 

is not only the bread and wine that will be 

transformed. 

The Prayer Over the Offerings is a prayer for 

transformation, an expression, in a few words, of all 

that we hope that the liturgy will accomplish in our 

lives. We ask God to accept the gifts we present 

and to change us even as God hallows the bread 

and wine. As we listen carefully to the Prayer Over 

the Offerings, we are reminded of what it is that we 

seek in the Eucharist: to be made holy; to be drawn 

closer to God; to come to eternal joy, unity, peace, 

and salvation. —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. 

Paluch Co.  

 

 

FORMED - Video Pick Of the Week:  
John Paul II in America: Uniting a Continent 

Link to Video: https://watch.formed.org/videos/john-

paul-ii-in-america-uniting-a-continent 

The papacy of St. John Paul II left an indelible mark on 

the American continent. Driven by his singular 

conviction of a "United American Continent" under the 

patronage of Our Lady of Guadalupe, his papal travels 

from Argentina to Alaska 

generated massive 

crowds, shaped an 

entire generation, and 

ultimately changed the 

course of history. Long 

celebrated for his role in 

the fall of communism in 

Eastern Europe, John 

Paul's crusade for 

human rights and 

religious freedom also 

transformed the West. John Paul II in America explores 

the Pope's pivotal role in the fall of dictatorships in 

Chile, Haiti, Paraguay, and Brazil. From celebrations of 

World Youth Days with millions to pastoral visits to the 

favelas of Brazil; from his historic 1998 visit to Cuba to 

his tireless defense of works rights and indigenous 

peoples—John Paul II in America, narrated by Andy 

Garcia, captures the raw emotions and spontaneous 

thrills of this remarkable pontificate. 

Do not be afraid to take a chance on peace, to teach 
peace, to live peace…Peace will be the last word of 

history. — St. John Paul II 

Welcome to the Catholic 
Church, Eileen Fodje!  

Eileen, who was baptized and raised in a 

different Christian tradition, was received 

into full communion of the Catholic Church 

at the Vigil Mass on Saturday, July 10, 

accompanied by her husband, Pierpaolo, 

made a profession of faith, received the 

sacrament of Confirmation and celebrated 

first Eucharist. 

Please keep her and Pierpaolo in your 

prayers. 

https://watch.formed.org/videos/john-paul-ii-in-america-uniting-a-continent
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   Events                                Stewardship                                         

Gentle Reminder: Please help to clean up the 

pews before you leave at the end of the Mass. 

Return the worship aids to all the entrances of the 

Church, and pick up any trash. This will help our 

Ushers & Greeters to quickly make the Church ready 

for the next Mass. Thank you for your cooperation.  

Mark Your Calendar! 

Taizé - Friday, July 23, 8 pm, Basilica 

The monthly Taizé prayer services will resume after 

being on hold due to the pandemic. Taizé is an 

ecumenical candlelit service composed of music, 

prayer, scripture, and silent worship. Taizé originated 

in a small French village in 1940 by a young 

seminary graduate, Brother Roger, a sanctuary to 

countless war refugees seeking shelter. Through the 

years, the Taize community has grown to become a 

ministry that today reaches people all around the 

world. 

The past year has been challenging and stressful for 

many people who may have experienced the loss of 

family members, health, jobs, homes, and hope. 

Join us in praying for peace and healing on the 

fourth Friday of the month, July 23, at St. Joseph 

Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street at 8 pm. 

Follow us on: www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland  

Bishop Michael C. Barber has decided to continue 

with Rebuild My Church as the theme for the 2021 

Bishop’s Appeal. By sharing your time, talent, and 

treasure with our sisters and brothers and our 

Church of the East Bay, you are making a 

sacrifice and returning to God a small portion of 

the many gifts he has given to you. By embracing 

Rebuild My Church through the 2021 Bishop’s 

Appeal, you are contributing greatly to building up 

the Kingdom of God here in the Church of the 

East Bay. For most of us, our experience of 

Church is at our parish. 

The Church is, however, much more than that. We 

are all called on a mission to serve the Church 

and its people through our parish, our diocese, 

and universally. The Bishop’s Appeal in the 

Diocese of Oakland is but one way to serve our 

fellow parishioners and the broader community as 

we demonstrate our unity as Catholics of the 

Diocese of Oakland. We are asked to pray for our 

fellow parishioners, our clergy, and leadership, for 

those who are served by the many ministries and 

programs offered by the Church, and for the 

success of 2021 Bishop’s Appeal.  

If you have not pledge and would like to make a 

donation, visit: https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-

appeal-donation-page. Please remember to 

chose ‘St. Joseph Basilica’ when donating to 

help our Parish get the credit.  

Pledge envelopes are also found in the Basilica 

or Parish Office. 

T 
he Pastoral Care Ministry would like to 

thank everyone who donated pixes - your 

generosity in responding to their request is 

much appreciated. God bless you for your 

stewardship! 

Formation for All Ages 

Many of our programs have returned to in-person, 

while others remain available online: 

Register now for fall’s in-person Family Faith 

Formation, including Teen Confirmation and 

Sacrament Preparation for Reconciliation and 

Eucharist, for ages 4 through high school at https://

sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs. 

RCIA Inquiry for adults thinking about baptism has 

resumed meeting in the Parish Center at 7 pm 

Wednesdays. RCIA catechesis for adults baptized in 

another Christian tradition interested in becoming 

Catholic, adult Catholics preparing for First Eucharist, 

and catechumens preparing for baptism, meets on 

Tuesday nights. 

The Young Adults Group offers opportunities for 

those in their 20's and 30's to gather online and in 

person. 

Children's Liturgy of the Word continues online for 

now, at 10 Sunday mornings. 

Two Scripture Reflection groups meet online to reflect 

on the upcoming Sunday's readings: on Thursday 

mornings and on Thursday nights. 

Details for all are on the website at 

www.sjbalameda.org or contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409. 

http://www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland
https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page
https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs.
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  Saturday, July 17 

8:30am  Rose Wong - Birthday thanksgiving 

5:00pm Vigil Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 
  

 

  Sunday, July 18 

7:30 am  †Mathias ‘Matt’ Gabel 

9:30 am †Cristeta Reyes 

12:00 pm  †George A. Naclerio, Sr 

7:00 pm People of The Parish - living & deceased
  

 

  Monday, July 19 

8:30am  Marla San Buenaventura - Thanksgiving 

  Tuesday, July 20 

8:30 am †Joseph Fernandez & Ingrid Srinivasan 
 

 

8:30am  Wednesday, July 21 

  †Isabel T. Santos - Death Anniversary 

 

  Thursday, July 22 

8:30 am  Raynes Taylor 

 

  Friday, July 23 

8:30 am †Mariano Relevante Jr. 
  

  Saturday, July 24 

8:30 am †Leticia Pardo 

5:00 pm Vigil 1) †Gino Siben 

  2) Perez-Sandoval Families - thanksgiving 
   

   

  Sunday, July 25 

7:30 am People of the Parish - living & deceased 

9:30 am †Grace Mahr 

12:00 pm  †Angela Naclerio 

7:00 pm †Joseph Fernandez 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita,  Jane Burgelin, Jan Curtis, Martha 

Flores, Rino Gacad, Don Kennedy, Amelia 

Miguel, Clinton L. Primm, Nory A. Reyes, Femmia 

Ramos and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, 

please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org 

or call (510) 995 9420.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sanctuary Flowers 
The Altar Flowers for the 

week of July 17/18 is sponsored  

in loving memory of 

Dorothy Connell 

 

  Community Prayers                                                                                       

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers And/Or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the 

weekly Altar Flowers, or one candle for the 

weekly Sanctuary Lamp. Request is open for the 

month of October.  Your intention will be printed 

in the weekly bulletin.  Donations for Sanctuary 

Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. To 

sponsor and select a date,  please contact 

Sherley Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org, or 

call (510) 995 9420. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of 

July 18 is sponsored in memory of the 

deceased members of Lim &Thong families. 

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of 

praying for your intentions or for the souls of 

our deceased loved ones. To request a Mass 

Intention, please contact Sherley in the Parish 

Office by email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or 

in-person help, Monday - Friday, 10 am - 4pm.  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL 
OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Sixteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Tuesday: St. Apollinaris 
Wednesday: St. Lawrence of 
Brindisi 
Thursday: St. Mary 
Magdalene 
Friday: St. Bridget 
Saturday: St. Sharbel Makhlūf  

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm  

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Sunday Mass 
(In-person, no reservation needed) 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no music) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica (Live-streaming available on 

Basilica’s YouTube Channel) 

7:00 pm  

For link to live-streaming on YouTube and 

Worship Aid: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-

schedule 
 

Reopening Update Effective June 15 

Social Distancing - no longer required as restriction 

on capacity has lifted.  

Masks - If you are vaccinated you do not need to wear a 

mask indoors, or continue to wear one if you wish.  Non-

vaccinated persons, including minors, must wear masks 

indoors. 

Important Notification: Restoration Of The 

Obligation To Attend Mass  

The lifting of the dispensation from the Sunday Mass 

Obligation will come into force on Sunday, August 15th, 

2021, the Solemnity of the Assumption. 

Mass Times: 

 

   Liturgy Information                                                             Devotions  

First Tuesday  

Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

Monday - Saturday, 8 am 

First Friday  

Eucharistic  Adoration  
9  - 7 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

The Word of The Lord: Today’s Readings 

First Reading -  I shall gather the remnant of my flock 
and bring them back to their meadow (Jeremiah 23:1-
6). 
Psalm - The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
shall want (Psalm 23). 

Second Reading - You who were once far off have 
become near by the blood of Christ (Ephesians 2:13-
18). 

Gospel - When Jesus saw the vast crowd, his heart was 
moved with pity for them, and he began to teach them 
many things (Mark 6:30-34). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.  

Readings For The Week 

Monday: Ex 14:5-18; Ex 15:1bc-6; Mt 12:38-42 

Tuesday: Ex 14:21 — 15:1; Ex 15:8-10, 12, 17; 
Mt 12:46-50 

Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15; Ps 78:18-19, 23-
28; 
Mt 13:1-9 

Thursday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2-6, 
8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Friday: Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 13:18-23 

Saturday: Ex 24:3-8; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15; 
Mt 13:24-30 

Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-18; 
Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15  

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule
https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-schedule


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

 

Active Parish Ministries 

(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

For more  information on how to connect, contact:   

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm Parish Center) 

 

 General Information                                                                   

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass, please contact the Parish Office. 
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