
 

 
 

1109 Chestnut Street Alameda CA 94501   

Ph: (510) 522 0181  /  email: parish@sjbalameda.org  

Website: www.sjbalameda.org  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Basilica Hours:  

Monday - Friday, 8 am - 7 pm 

Saturday, 8 am - 5 pm / Sunday, 7 am - 5 pm 

Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and distributed them to those who were 

reclining, and also as much of the fish as they wanted. 

John 6:11 

mailto:parish@sjbalameda.org
http://www.sjbalameda.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

...cont. next page 

 

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

It is with great joy that I share with you that Oakland Catholic Worker (OCW), a 

charitable organization that operates out of East Oakland, distributing groceries and 

assisting migrants from Central America, will be renting the residence on San Antonio 

Avenue, previously occupied by the priests. 

The Catholic Worker began in the early 1930s in New York City, under the direction of Peter Maurin and 

Dorothy Day, who, along with Abraham Lincoln, and Martin Luther King Jr, was mentioned by Pope Francis in 

his address to Congress in 2015 as noteworthy contributors to the fundamental values and spirit of America. 

Maurin and Day’s vision was to lift people up who had been beaten down by the Great Depression. They 

began with a newspaper, and gradually developed farming communes in rural areas and “houses of 

hospitality” in the cities, where the spiritual and corporal works of mercy could be practiced. I highly 

recommend that you watch the movie “Entertaining Angels,” which is a beautiful retelling of the Catholic 

Worker’s humble beginnings. As Pope Francis said in that address to Congress: “[Day’s] social activism, her 

passion for justice and for the cause of the oppressed, were inspired by the Gospel, her faith, and the 

example of the saints.” 

So, how did this idea for OCW to join us in Alameda come about? When I arrived at St. Joseph’s in January 

2020, I moved into the residence on San Antonio Avenue, which was very comfortable, but a little bit isolated. 

I wanted to be closer to the church, my office, and the parishioners, as well as make more frequent visits to 

the chapel I created in one of the vacant rooms above the offices. What’s more, the pandemic had caused 

our plate collections to drop, and so, I saw the potential income from rent as an opportunity to offset that. 

After a year of living in that residence on San Antonio Ave, I felt that the time was right to move to the rectory/

office building, where Fr. Sunil also resides. 

Yet, as I thought about listing the residence, OCW came to mind. This is partly because I had been assigned 

there as a seminarian for a few weeks in the summer of 2015. I helped with the grocery distribution, as well 

as painted some of the interiors of their housing and office space (see photos below). It was a very blessed 

time for me to be able to contribute in that little way. I have always felt that when we assist the poor, we 

benefit far more than they do. This is why Jesus told us that on the day of Judgment He would say to those 

who had served the needy, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food…” (Mt 25:34-36). 

OCW also stood out to me because of the troubling images of the 

Southern Border we were beginning to see in early 2021. Seeing those 

vast groups of migrants, I was reminded of my time at OCW and the 

encounters I had had with so 

many people who had left 

their lives behind in their home 

countries in search of a better 

life. Thus, I didn’t feel quite at 

ease renting the house at 

market value to just anyone, 

even though that might have 

been the logical thing to do. 

So, after much prayer, I called 

Bob Lasalle-Klein, one of our 

parishioners who serve on the 

Clergy Corner                                                  
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Feast Of The Transfiguration of the Lord  

Friday,  August 6 

The Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord honors 

when the apostles get their first real glimpse of 

Jesus in His ultimate glory.  Please join us at the 

8:30 am Mass to celebrate the Feast Day. 

OCW Board, and proposed my idea to him. Bob then brought the idea to Peter Brown, the Director of OCW, 

as well as to the rest of the Board, who enthusiastically accepted my offer. It took some time for them to get 

all their ducks in a row, but they were finally able to begin moving in last week. 

OCW will be using that residence simply to house staff, which gives them a much-needed repose from the 

commotion of East Oakland. It will also house some of the migrants or “guests” as they are referred to. They 

will maintain their location on International Boulevard as their food distribution site. Their hope is that by 

moving some of their staff and families to Alameda they can expand the amount of work that they do in 

Oakland. This expansion is made possible partly because we are not asking them to pay the market value 

rent, but they will be contributing something to the parish, so, it is a win-win for both entities. God always 

provides, and as I said, I believe this will benefit us far more than them. 

In time, we will clarify how we can contribute to helping them grow their mission, which is so illustrative of the 

beauty of Catholicism. I thank you in advance for your kindness toward and support of OCW. This parish has 

a history of loving service, from the Pastoral Care Ministry to the St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Knights 

of Columbus, just to name a few. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  

Sound System Update 

Over the course of the past few months, a team of sound system designers we have contracted with has been 

coming to the Basilica to do some tests and gather sound data to propose an upgrade to the sound system. 

Here is their latest update: 

“The 3D acoustical model of the basilica is complete, which has allowed us to begin analysis of different space 

conditions. To this point, we have analyzed data for the room with and without carpet, and with padded pews, 

with and without occupancy (75%), and with acoustical "plaster" surfaces. I have also started the process of 

analysis of different loudspeaker systems, for various space/room acoustics.” 

 

The next step is to meet in mid-August, “at which time they will provide information/documentation that should 

allow for our "design team" to decide on a final direction for room acoustics and audio system, based on 

sound, aesthetics, and budget. This would allow us to complete our design work and pass that along to PMI 

(the installation team) for quotation of the system.” 

 

Thank you for your patience.  



 

 

 

Second Collection This Weekend 
Maintenance Collection 

Please help the Parish to defray the 

costs of maintaining the Basilica and 

Grounds. Thankyou for your support 

Back to School Annual 
 Supply Drive 

St. Joseph’s St. Vincent de Paul 

Conference will be accepting donations of 

school supplies and backpacks now 

through August 8. These supplies will go 

to families in our area for whom providing 

these items would be a hardship. For a 

list of times to donate, visit our website: 

https://sjbalameda.org/back-to-school-

annual-supply-drive 

Thank you, St. Joseph 
Parishioners! 

Thank you to all of the parishioners who 

supported our fundraiser this past spring 

to purchase our new Nord Grand electric 

piano. This piano has been indispensable 

to our outdoor masses and will continue to 

be an asset to the parish for future events 

and rehearsals. Through your generosity, 

we were blessed to have raised $5234. In 

addition to purchasing the piano itself we 

were able to purchase many necessary 

accessories such as a proper piano 

bench, case, stands and cables. Our 

parish also purchased a video camera and 

other equipment this past year to assist 

with the live stream productions. Thank 

you to the generosity of all of our 

parishioners who have allowed us to 

adapt our liturgies through the challenges 

of this past year. 

In gratitude, 

St. Joseph Music Ministries  

Welcome the Stranger Update 

Welcome the Stranger  is a ministry of the Alameda Deanery 
(the 4 parishes in Alameda) helping families on their journey as 
they settle into life as new immigrants in Alameda. Over the 
last few years, our group has accompanied a number of 
families and individuals from Afghanistan, Guatemala, and 
Mexico. 

COVID was a challenge as we learned to help our last family 
who arrived from Guatemala right before shelter-in-place was 
declared. They are now stably housed, gainfully employed, and 
looking forward to attending classes in person to learn more 
English. The youngest member of the family showed such 
promise under the tutelage of our education volunteers and is 
blossoming now that she is physically in the classroom. It is 
truly a joy to see such progress and witness their resilience 
after so much adversity. 

The ministry is ready to sponsor another family. With the 
situation in Afghanistan, many individuals helped the United 
States military as interpreters/translators. These people and 
their families are now at risk for retaliation by the Taliban with 
the withdrawal of troops and are eligible for Special Immigrant 
Visas (SIV). Welcome the Stranger has reached out to the 
International Rescue Committee offering to sponsor a family 
who is expected to arrive sometime at the end of July or 
August. 

There are numerous ways members of the ministry volunteer 
directly with the family by meeting the arrival at the airport, 
helping with education, establishing healthcare, learning 
English, finding employment, or helping with driver education, 
technology, or transportation. For those whose time is limited 
or who prefer to help “behind the scenes”, various committees 
help with aspects like furnishing the transitional home, 
fundraising, identifying opportunities to involve schools and 
youth in understanding the refugee/immigrant experience and 
so many other opportunities. 

If you feel called to be part of this vibrant ministry, would just 
like to get more information, or would like to make a donation, 
please reach out to Anna Rossi: amrossi1238@aol.com, or at 
510-814-1038. And, as always your prayers are most welcome 
and needed as we continue to do small things with great love. 
Depending on the state of the pandemic, we hope to have an 
informational meeting in the near future and welcome your 
presence and interest. 
 

Holy Orders 

Is God calling you to the Priesthood, Diaconate, or Religious 
Life? All the baptized have a vocation – a Call from God. 

For more information with help to continue discerning God’s 
call, visit the Diocese’s website for Vocations: https://
oakdiocese.org/vocations 

Stewardship 
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  Saturday, July 31 

8:30am  Lea Castro - Birthday 

5:00pm Vigil People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
  

 

  Sunday, August 1 

7:30 am  †Olivia & Patricia Gomez 

9:30 am †Khoo Hood Soo 

12:00 pm  The Price Family 

7:00 pm †Andres& Rosita Garalza 
  

 

  Monday, August 2 

8:30am  †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 

 

  Tuesday, August 3 

8:30 am Michael & Stella Lee - Wedding Anniversary 
 
 

 

8:30am  Wednesday, August 4 

  Eufronia Ramirez - Birthday 

 

  Thursday, August 5 

8:30 am  Rose Aghaji Egubuonu - Birthday 
 

  Friday, August 6 

8:30 am 1) †Dr. Bernadette Aghaji 
  2) Jackie Cheng - Healing 

  

  Saturday, August 7 

8:30 am †Igmedia Ligutan 

5:00 pm Vigil 1) †Kobe & Kyrie Moux 

  2) †Rogelio Tulao 

  Sunday, August 8 

7:30 am 1) †Charles A. Strohm 

  2) †Betty Tiam 

9:30 am Melva Ramos - Birthday 

12:00 pm  Luis & Esther Bonifacio- 60th Anniversary 

7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

   

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita,  Jane Burgelin, Jan Curtis, Mila 

Eusebio, Martha Flores, Rino Gacad, Don 

Kennedy, Amelia Miguel, An Nguyen, Clinton L. 

Primm, Dalmacio Quinto, Michael Ricica, Oracio 

Robles, Nory A. Reyes, Femmia Ramos and 

Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 

995 9420.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

  Community Prayers                                                                                       

To request a Mass Intention, please visit the Parish 

office, Monday - Friday, 10 am - 4 pm. The customary 

suggested donation of $10 goes to the priest 

celebrating the Mass.  

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers And/Or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the weekly 

Altar Flowers, or one candle for the weekly 

Sanctuary Lamp. Your intention will be printed in 

the weekly bulletin.  Donations for Sanctuary 

Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. To 

sponsor and select a date,  please contact 

Sherley Lim at: secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 

(510) 995 9420. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the month  

of August is sponsored by 

the McGaugh Family 

 

Recent Passing 
Luis Bonifacio 

(Parishioner) 
May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief. 

Rest In Peace. 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Eusebius of Vercelli; 
St. Peter Julian Eymard 
Wednesday: St. John Vianney 
Thursday: Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary 
Major 
Friday: The Transfiguration of the Lord; 
Hiroshima Memorial Day; First Friday 
Saturday: St. Sixtus II and Companions; 
St. Cajetan; First Saturday 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm  

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Sunday Mass 
(In-person, no reservation needed) 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no music) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica (last live-stream Aug 1)* 

7:00 pm  

*For link to live-streaming on YouTube and 

Worship Aid: https://sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-

schedule ) 
 

Reopening Update:  

Social Distancing - no longer required as 

restriction on capacity has lifted.  

Masks - It is recommended that everyone, 

regardless of vaccination status, wear masks 

indoors in public places. (Per Alameda County’s 

recommendation dated July 16) 

Important Notification: Restoration Of The 
Obligation To Attend Mass  

The lifting of the dispensation from the Sunday 

Mass Obligation will come into force on Sunday, 

August 15th, 2021, the Solemnity of the 

Assumption. 

Mass Times: 

 

  Liturgy Information                                                             Devotions  

First Tuesday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8 am before the Daily Mass 

Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  
Eucharistic  Adoration  

9  - 7 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — The people of Israel receive bread 

from heaven in response to their grumbling 

(Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15). 

Psalm — The Lord gave them bread from heaven 

(Psalm 78). 

Second Reading — Put on the new self that has been 

created in God’s way (Ephesians 4:17, 20-24). 

Gospel — I am the bread of life; whoever comes to 

me will never hunger (John 6:24-35). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 

Tuesday: Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13; 

Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 

Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25 — 14:1, 26-29a, 34-

35; 

Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday: Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Mt 16:13-

23 

Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 

2 Pt 1:16-19; Mk 9:2-10 

Saturday: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-

20 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34:2-9; Eph 4:30 - 5:2; 

Jn 6:41-51 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
510-995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

510-301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

 

Active Parish Ministries 

(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

For more  information on how to connect, contact:   

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Thursday Morning Scripture - Bible Study:  ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  (ZOOM: 10:30-11:30 am) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm Parish Center) 

 

  General Information                                                                   

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial can be scheduled through the Parish Office: 510- 522

-0181 after any necessary arrangements have been made 

with the mortuary of your choosing. 
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