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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph family, 

 

I am writing this from my retreat at Vallombrosa Center in Menlo Park. Bishop 

Barber asked all the priests of the Diocese of Oakland who have been ordained 10 

years or less to go on retreat with him, and so, here we are (although, if you’re 

reading this on Saturday or Sunday, I’m back!). 

 

On the 16th Sunday of Ordinary time on July 18th, we heard this invitation of Christ 

to the Apostles: “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while” (Mark 6:31). Retreats are a 

special opportunity to experience this rest, to hear words of encouragement and instruction from a retreat 

master, like the one we have this week, Bishop Chad Zielinski of Fairbanks, Alaska, a diocese that is twice the 

size of California, and to spend more time in prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament. The purpose of this 

“rest” is not purely physical, nor is it a vacation. In the words of St. Paul from his letter to the Ephesians, it is to 

help us become “imitators of God.” It is to help me become a more Christ-like shepherd. So, know that while I 

am in this “rest” I am holding you close in my prayers. 

 

Going on a retreat isn’t something just for clergy, though. We have a retreat house in Danville called San 

Damiano, which is open to all. You can book a room there and have some time away, either on a guided 

retreat, or on your own. Maybe we can plan a retreat as a parish, which doesn’t necessarily have to take place 

at a retreat center, but can take place at the Basilica itself, consisting of Eucharistic Adoration, Confession, 

talks on our faith – the sky’s the limit. If this sounds interesting to you, let me know. As I mentioned in last 

week’s bulletin, I am eager to hear from you about what you’d like to see our parish offer in order to help us 

grow in our faith. 

 

To get you thinking, Bishop Barber has been sharing with the priests for several years now what his vision for 

spiritual growth in the diocese looks like. It revolves around three things. First, what he calls “the Sunday 

Experience.” For Catholics, Sunday is our preeminent day of rest, because it is on Sunday that we enter into 

God’s presence, we converse with Him, are loved by Him, and love Him in return. Thus, Sunday Mass should 

stand out, it should impress us, and leaves us with a sense of awe that inspires us and sustains us throughout 

the week. I’ve always looked at Sunday as being a day that offers us something that we cannot get anywhere 

else. If we leave Mass on Sunday and feel unaffected, then something has to change. 

 

Second, Bishop Barber wants the parishes in our diocese to be places where the spiritual and corporal works 

of mercy are practiced, which is a natural consequence of a profound Sunday experience. As a parish, we do 

a good job at these, but we can grow. We come together to pray, and have active outreach ministries, like St. 

Vincent de Paul, but the need for new members is urgent as we see more and more people displaced and 

living on the streets. This is where we as Catholics shine, and can continue to be a light to those around us. 

Nourished by prayer and fed by the Sacraments, we are sent to comfort and feed those who go without. This 

is why I opened up the house on San Antonio Avenue to the Catholic Worker of Oakland, so that we can 

assist the poor, and encounter Christ yet again. 

 

Lastly, Bishop Barber wants the parishes to be places where missionary disciples are formed. What this 

means is that parishes should never be shut in on themselves. To use an image from Pope Francis, the doors 

of the church need to be thrown open, not necessarily to let people in, which is correct, but to let the faithful 

out. The temptation is to close ourselves off and compartmentalize our faith, keeping it distinct and cut off from 

the rest of our lives, but this is completely contradictory to the mission Jesus gives us: “GO, therefore, and 

make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19). Only when we accept our mission to take our faith in the Trinity out 

into the world and share our relationship with God with others will we be truly happy. 



 

AS 

Clergy Corner … cont.                                               

Blessed for School 

Starting (or starting back) to school can be a bit scary, especially in these challenging times. To help smooth 

the way, students were blessed at every Mass last weekend, and there was a “special blessing for special 

needs” after the noon Mass. We are very grateful to our Special Needs Inclusion Ministry (especially Margo, 

Dawn and Jenny) who organized the blessing and created prayer cards for almost 200 young people who 

appreciated the extra help.  

Soon, the Pastoral Council and I will resume our meetings after the summer break, and we will continue to 

pray and strategize with the Holy Spirit on how to make Bishop Barber’s vision a reality. I hope that you will 

play an active role in this process, which is never finished. We are always growing, always maturing, and 

always sharing what we have received, because what we receive is infinite love, from the One who loves us 

unto the end. 

 

Please pray for Afghanistan, and for peace throughout the world. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  

Sound System Update 

Last Sunday, our contractor, Rocky, came to Mass and spoke to me briefly. He estimates that he will have a 

proposal of a design by the end of the month. The design will likely consist of steerable column speakers, 

which can direct sound to very precise locations, limiting reverberation. Part of the design incorporates what 

the basilica would potentially sound like with carpet or padded pews, which take a significant time to render. 

Thank you for your patience. In the meantime, if you experience difficulty hearing in the Basilica, there are 

several devices in the sacristy that can be borrowed during Mass. These devices consist of a small receiver, 

no bigger than a tape deck, with a headphone. Simply place the headphone into your ear, and the sound from 

the Basilica’s microphones will feed directly to you.  



 

 

  Stewardship 

For Adults: The Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) is available in-person year-round for 
those who are seeking Jesus in their life through 
full initiation in the Catholic Church. Preparation for 
Adult Confirmation will begin in person in the fall. 
The Young Adults Group offers opportunities for 
those in their 20's and 30's to gather online and in 
person. Weekly Scripture Reflection meets online 
to reflect on the upcoming Sunday's readings. 
Details for all are on the website at 
www.sjbalameda.org or contact Anne Marie at 
afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409. 

 

Ongoing News 

Support For Caregivers 

Nourish for Caregivers is a ministry created specifically 

to offer support to the unique challenges of in-home 

caregivers. This Christ-centered program brings 

resources and support to family caregivers who carry 

both the blessing and burden of providing comfort and 

healing to people who are ill, suffering and need special 

care. Caregivers can join local and/or national Zoom 

calls for support (En Español). For more additional 

resources visit: https://oakdiocese.org/catholics-care 

     

Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Special Collection : 
Mission Cooperative Plan Weekend 
Appeal , August 28 - 29, 2021 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR 
PERU’S POOR 

Each year in parishes throughout the United States, 
people have the opportunity to hear about the world 
missions. On the weekend of August 
28-29, 2021, Sister Celia Durea, 
CSJ  (pictured) will speak at all the 
masses on behalf of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Carondelet that work 
among the people that live in 
poverty and in the margins of society 
in Peru. 

Sister Celia Durea was a missionary 
in Peru for quite a few years and 
knows well the needs of the sisters in Peru and the 
people to whom they minister. She is aware of the 
challenges that the sisters face in Peru during this 
global pandemic. Your prayers are requested for the 
Sisters of St. Joseph in Peru and your generosity will 
be greatly appreciated in the special collection for the 
needs in Peru.  

(Donations collected, less administrative costs, are 
pooled and dispersed in equal shares to participating 
missions. To learn more about this Missionary Group, visit 
their website: https://csjla.org) 

Taizé : Friday, August 27, 8 pm, Basilica 

Taizé is an ecumenical candlelit service 
composed of music, prayer, scripture, and silent 

worship. Join us in praying for peace and 

healing. All are welcome!  

(Follow us on: www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland) 

Special Collection This 
Weekend  

St. Vincent de Paul ‘5th 
Sunday’ Collection 

We are having the special collection 

this weekend to accommodate Mission Coop Sunday 

scheduled for next weekend. Please continue to 

support our neighbors with your donations and with 

your prayers. Thank you. 

(Donation Envelopes can be found at all entrances to the 

Basilica) 

Personal Retreat Weekend With Mary 
Mother OF God 
August 27, San Damiano Retreat Center 
Presented by Joan Clair DiStefano, OFS, this 
weekend retreat will utilize personal reflection/
discussion, composing a personal prayer, and 
creating from supplied materials a personal rosary 

or meditation bracelet.  For more information: 
https://www.oakdiocese.org/events/personal-retreat
-weekend-with-mary-mother-of-god 

It’s Time to Register for Faith 
Formation! 
Our Faith Formation program starts on September 
19 for children NOT receiving Sacraments this 
year, and we’ve already placed our initial order for 
supplies. If we don’t have your registration 
information soon your child’s materials might not 
arrive in time for the first class. “Whole Family 
Catechesis” is open to children age 4 to Junior 
High, and includes a monthly family gathering and 
weekly materials to be done at home. Link to 
register is on our website at https://sjbalameda.org/
childrens-programs. The same link works for Youth 
Confirmation (8th grade and high school) which 
begin October 3 and Sacrament Preparation (for 
those in their second year of formation for 
Reconciliation and Eucharist) starting later in 
October. Contact Anne Marie at 
afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409 if you 
have questions. 

http://www.sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://oakdiocese.org/catholics-care
https://csjla.org
http://www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland)
https://www.oakdiocese.org/events/personal-retreat-weekend-with-mary-mother-of-god
https://www.oakdiocese.org/events/personal-retreat-weekend-with-mary-mother-of-god
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org


 

   

  Saturday, August 21 

 8:30am †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 

 5:00pm Vigil 1) Fernandez & D’Cruz Families 

  2) †Albina Acosta Young 
  

 

  Sunday, August 22 

 7:30 am  Son Ho Family - Living & Deceased 

 9:30 am †Joseph Naclerio 

12 pm  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm †Ilumina & Inocencio Dela Vega 
  

 

  Monday, August 23 

 8:30am †Celestine ‘Sally’ Johnson  

 

  Tuesday, August 24 

 8:30 am † 1) Cipriano M. Andal 

  † 2) Mary McGrath 
 
 

 

 8:30am Wednesday, August 25 

  †Rosa Betancourt 

 
  Thursday, August 26 

 8:30 am  1) †Yolanda Magnaye Hernandez 

  2) William Arthur - Birthday 

 

  Friday, August 27 

 8:30 am Joanne Hartnett - Birthday 

   
  

  Saturday, August 28 

 8:30 am Rosalina Laguicao - Birthday 

 5:00 pm Vigil †Monte McEntee 

 
  Sunday, August 29 

 7:30 am Joseph Minh Bui & Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 9:30 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

 12:00 pm  †Charles & Jeanne Strohm 

 7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

   

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Jane 

Burgelin, Mary Cronin, Jan Curtis, 

Mila Eugenio, Martha Flores, Rino 

Gacad, Diana Munoz, Amelia 

Miguel, An Nguyen, Nory A. Reyes, 

Oracio Robles, Femmia Ramos, 

Sandio Nacensi Sison and Ramon 

N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 

995 9420.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Community Prayers   

To request a Mass Intention, please visit the Parish office, 

Monday - Friday, 10 am - 4 pm. The customary suggested 

donation is $10. 

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers And/or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the 

weekly Altar Flowers, or one candle for the 

weekly Sanctuary Lamp. Your intention will be 

printed in the weekly bulletin.  Donations for 

Sanctuary Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, 

$20. To sponsor and select a date,  please 

contact Sherley Lim at: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 995 

9420. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the month of 

August is sponsored by the McGaugh Family 

 

Recent Passings 

Tod Berks & Mely Quan 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Families 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday: St. Rose of Lima 

Tuesday: St. Bartholomew 

Wednesday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz 

Friday: St. Monica 

Saturday: St. Augustine 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  

Saturdays,  

3:30 - 4:30 pm  

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

First Tuesday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8 am before the Daily Mass 

Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  
Eucharistic  Adoration  

9  - 7 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions 

Masks Requirement On Basilica Campus 

In compliance with the latest mandate issued for 
all Bay Area Counties, masks are required 
indoors, regardless of vaccination status, effective 
August 3, 2021. All are required to wear face 
coverings when entering the Basilica or any 
Parish facility. Thank you for your cooperation. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — Joshua challenges the Israelites to 

serve either the Lord or other gods. They choose the 

Lord (Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b). 

Psalm — Taste and see the goodness of the Lord 

(Psalm 34). 

Second Reading — Paul reflects on how husbands 

and wives should reverence and love each other 

(Ephesians 5:21-32 [2a, 25-32]). 

Gospel — Master, to whom shall we go? You have 

the words of eternal life (John 6:60-69). 
 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; 

Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; 

Jn 1:45-51 

Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12ab; Mt 

23:27-32 

Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17; 

Mt 24:42-51 

Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6, 10-12; 

Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-

30 

Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18, 

21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

 

Active Parish Ministries 

(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

For more  information on how to connect, contact:   

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturday, 9 - 10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm Parish Center) 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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