
 

Religion that is pure and undefiled  
before God and the Father is this: 
To care for orphans and widows 

in their affliction. 
James 1:27 



 

...cont. next page 

 

Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Basilica Family, 

When I moved out of the San Antonio house into the rectory, I did a little bit of 

exploring and found several candlestick holders hidden away in the attic. I’m not sure 

exactly when these were used, but it’s possible that they were used during the time 

when the marble high altar was still in existence. I decided to have them refinished, in 

addition to the candlestick holders that we had been using for Mass that sit next to the 

altar and ambo, a Missal stand, and some flower vases. I hope you enjoy the beauty these items add to the 

sanctuary. If you do, we have some other items that could use refinishing, but we will wait on those. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you would like to contribute to the refinishing costs, I have placed cards with the images of the items and 

different monetary values on them. Please take a card that suits your liking and return it to the office or a 

collection basket so we can keep track of what has been paid for. 

 

Going forward, I want us to be aware of the physical beauty of our church. Churches aren’t named basilicas 

haphazardly. They acquire this title because they are places of “renown” throughout the diocese. See the 

explanation of the Norms for Granting the Title of Basilica *here, which I found to be quite fascinating. Among 

other requirements, a church may be named a basilica “…because it has been constructed and dedicated to 

God on the occasion of some particular historical and religious event, or because the body or significant relics 

of a saint are reserved in it, or because some sacred image is there venerated in a special way. The historical 

value or importance of the church and the worthiness of its art are also be considered.” 

 

I believe St. Joseph was named a basilica because of the latter. If you’ve been a parishioner for a long time, 

or have ever seen old photos of the interior of the church, there was quite a collection of worthy art. 

Unfortunately, that art was painted over or removed, for reasons I am not aware of. That is why going forward, 

I feel that it is our duty as a community to live up to our basilica title, and where possible, seek to make our 

worship space as beautiful as possible. That includes the upcoming renovation of the sanctuary floor, and the 

Grotto room, and trust me, when the sound designers provide recommendations for audio improvements, we 

will be considering if changes need to be made to the aisles. 

(*https://www.usccb.org/committees/divine-worship/policies/minor-basilica) 

(BEFORE Refinishing) 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/divine-worship/policies/minor-basilica


 

AS 

Clergy Corner … cont.                                               

Feast Of Faith 

What Jesus Did, What Jesus Said 

The oldest account of what happened at the Last 

Supper comes to us not from the Gospels but from 

the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: “I 

received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 

that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed 

over, took bread, and, after he had given thanks, 

broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me’ ” (11:23–24). In our 

celebrations of the Eucharist, we are obedient to 

Christ’s command to “do this.” The priest, acting in 

the person of Christ, does what Jesus did and says 

what Jesus said. He takes bread, gives thanks, 

breaks it, and gives it to the Lord’s disciples. He 

takes wine, gives thanks, shares it with us. We 

believe that the entire Eucharistic Prayer is 

consecratory, but we continue to hold these words of 

Jesus in special reverence. They are called the 

words of consecration, and the elevations of the host 

and chalice, the genuflections of the priest, and the 

optional ringing of a bell and use of incense remind 

us that we are in the presence of the Lord. 

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co 

 

Prayer to Begin a School Year 

Blessed are you, Lord God, 

Creator of body and mind and heart; 

you have sent the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge  

to guide your people in all their ways. 

At the beginning of this new school year 

we implore your mercy: 

bless the students, teachers, and staff of our 

schools, 

that together we may grow in faith, hope, and love 

as we learn from you and each other how to follow 

your Son Jesus. 

Expand the horizons of our minds, that we may 

grow in wisdom, understanding, and knowledge; 

deepen our commitment to seek the truth  

of your ways; 

and enliven our faith to reach out to those in need. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord God, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus  

forever and ever.  

Amen 

All this sounds good, and yet, some might protest that our money should be used to serve the poor. My 

response is that we can do both, for the way I see it, a beautiful church is a service to the poor, since beauty, 

along with truth and goodness, are attributes that, when found in objects or ideas, point us to God, who is the 

Beautiful, and the Truth, and the Good. Beautiful things lift us up out of the difficulties of life, which is why 

when the disciples berated the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet with the costly perfumed oil, Jesus 

responded, “Why do you make trouble for the woman? She has done a good thing for me” (Mt 26:10). 

 

The beautification of our basilica will be an ongoing process. Yet, the external beauty will be of little value if 

the internal beauty of our souls does not go along with it. There have been several times in which I have 

preached about the Sacrament of Reconciliation in my homilies as being a gift from God, and how I have 

encouraged you to celebrate this Sacrament frequently (once a month is recommended). And yet, offering one 

hour a week is hardly sufficient to accommodate this recommendation. Therefore, in addition to adding some 

beautiful accoutrements to our physical space, Fr. Sunil and I will be adding an extra half hour a week of 

confessions on Saturday mornings after the daily Mass, from 9 to 9:30 am, starting Saturday, September 4. 

This doesn’t sound like a lot, but when I say a “half-hour” I mean we will stay for as long as is needed, but if no 

one is in line at the half-hour mark, we will assume that confessions are finished. If you afford yourself of this 

opportunity, and we recognize a need for more opportunities for Confession, then, by all means, we will add 

additional times. 

 

Thank you for your continual support of the parish. It has been a real blessing to have you back. Continue to 

eat healthy food, exercise, take your vitamins, get plenty of sleep, and spend time in prayer! And please 

continue to pray for Afghanistan. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 



 

Upcoming Second Collection 
Maintenance Collection: September 04/05 

The second collection is taken up on the first Sunday 

of every month.  Your support will assist in defraying 

the costs of maintaining the Parish buildings and 

grounds. Thank you. 

 

  Stewardship 

 

Ongoing News 

     

 Upcoming Event

Save the Date! 
Our Lady Of Fatima 
Celebration 
Monday, September 13 

International Rosary 

Do you speak a second 

language (other than English, 

Spanish or Tagalog)? Will you 

recite the 'Hail Mary' in that 

language? 

Join us for the next Rosary dedicated to Our Lady 

of Fatima at the Basilica on Monday evening 

Sep.13 at 6 pm. For questions or to volunteer 

please contact Felix: Marquez at 

felvmad@yahoo.com or (510) 207-5094. 
A Message From Basilica’s St. Vincent de 

Paul Ministry: 

Dear St. Joseph Community – Thank you so much for 

your generous donation of school supplies and some 

funds to buy more as needed. The Saint Vincent 

DePaul team was able to put together 50 backpacks 

full of age-appropriate supplies for a few pre-school-

aged children to 17-year-olds. Our focus is on 

elementary-age children, but if there are older or 

younger children in the family, we include them too. 

So thank you for all of the crayons, binders and binder 

paper, spiral notebooks, pencils, pens, and so forth 

that filled the backpacks. And thank you for the Eighth 

Grade St. Joseph Elementary students that helped us 

by filling 31 of those backpacks. Ms. Gret Gaunt, their 

teacher, told us they would finish that project in less 

than an hour and she was right - they were great! 

(Louise Astle, SvdP)  

Bishop’s Appeal Update 

Goal: $51,000 

Goal Reached to-date: 46.96% - thank you! 

If you have not already made your gift, there is still 

time.  Pledge envelopes can be found in the Basilica 

or Parish Office. Or, donate online: https://

www.oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page 

Faith Formation For All Ages 

For youth: Whole Family Catechesis begins 

September 19 for families with children age 4 
through Junior High not attending Catholic school 

and not preparing to receive Sacraments this 

coming year. Weekly lessons based on the 

Sunday’s Scriptures taught at home or in family 

groups of your choosing, plus one or two in-
person family sessions a month if COVID safety 

permits. In-person family-based Sacrament 

Preparation for Reconciliation and Eucharist for 

students who have completed a year of Faith 
Formation at first grade level or older starts in 

October. In-person Teen Confirmation begins 

October 3 for Catholic students 8th grade or high 

school. All require advance registration; details at 

https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs. 
Children's Liturgy of the Word continues online 

Sunday mornings at 10am; info at https://

sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word\ 

For adults: The Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults is available in-person year-round for those 
who are seeking Jesus in their life through full 

initiation in the Catholic Church. Registration is 

open for Adult Confirmation which begins in-

person in the fall. The Young Adults Group offers 

opportunities for those in their 20's and 30's to 
gather online and in person. Weekly Scripture 

Reflection meets online to reflect on the 

upcoming Sunday's readings. Details can be 

found at www.sjbalameda.org or contact Anne 
Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-

9409. 

mailto:Marquez%20at%20felvmad@yahoo.com
mailto:Marquez%20at%20felvmad@yahoo.com
https://www.oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page
https://www.oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word/
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word/
http://www.sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Jane Burgelin, Mary Cronin, Jan Curtis, 

Mila Eugenio, Martha Flores, Rino 

Gacad, Diana Munoz, Amelia 

Miguel, An Nguyen, Nory A. Reyes, 

Ian Olaguer, Michael Ricica, Oracio 

Robles, Femmia Ramos, Sandio 

Nacensi Sison, Dalmacio Quinto 

and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 

995 9420.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Community Prayers   

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers And/or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the 

weekly Altar Flowers, or one candle for the 

weekly Sanctuary Lamp. Your intention will be 

printed in the weekly bulletin.  Donations for 

Sanctuary Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, 

$20. To sponsor and select a date,  please 

contact Sherley Lim at: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 995 

9420. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the month of 

August is sponsored by the McGaugh Family 

 

Recent Passing 

Alma Flores 
(Parishioner) 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

Wednesday: World Day of Prayer for the Care 

of Creation 

Friday: St. Gregory the Great ; First Friday 

Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday 

   

  Saturday, August 28 

 8:30am Rosalina Laguicao - Birthday 

 5:00pm Vigil †Monte McEntee 
  

 

  Sunday, August 29 

 7:30 am  †Joseph Minh Bui & All Souls In Purgatory 

 9:30 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

12 pm  †Charles & Jeanne Strohm 

 7:00 pm †People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
  

 

  Monday, August 30 

 8:30am Arnel Valenzuela - Birthday  

 

  Tuesday, August 31 

 8:30 am 1) † Sally Gallagher 

  2) McGaugh Family 
   
 

 

 8:30am Wednesday, September 1 

  Michael Choy - Birthday 
 

  Thursday, September 2 

 8:30 am  †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 
 

  Friday, September 3 

 8:30 am 1) †Olivia & Patricia Gomez 

  2) †Victor Asubar 
   
  

  Saturday, September 4 

 8:30 am †Sally Gallagher 

 5:00 pm Vigil Fr. Peter Lawongkerd - Priestly Ordination 

  Anniversary 
 

  Sunday, September 5 

 7:30 am Imelda Ramirez - Birthday 

 9:30 am †George A. Naclerio 

 12:00 pm  †Luis Bonifacio - Birthday Remembrance 

 7:00 pm 1) †Leslie Wilcoxon 

  2) †Victor Asubar 

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

 

New To St. Joseph? 
Welcome! To register, visit our Parish Office, pick up a 

registration form in the Vestibule,  or register online at 

www.sjbalameda,org. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
http://www.sjbalameda,org


 

 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  

Saturdays,  
9:00 - 9:30 am
(starting Sept 4) 

3:30 - 4:30 pm  

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

First Tuesday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8 am before the Daily Mass 

Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  
Eucharistic  Adoration  

9  - 7 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions 

Masks Requirement On Basilica Campus 

In compliance with the mandate issued for all Bay 
Area Counties, masks are required indoors, 
regardless of vaccination status, effective August 
3, 2021. All are required to wear face coverings 
when entering the Basilica or any Parish facility. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — Moses directs the people to ob-

serve the commandments of the Lord (Deuteronomy 

4:1-2, 6-8). 

Psalm — The one who does justice will live in the 

presence of the Lord (Psalm 15). 

Second Reading — Welcome the word that you 

have received and become doers of the word, not 

hearers only (James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27). 

Gospel — You disregard God’s commandment but 

cling to human tradition (Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 11-13; 
Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 
Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday: Col 1:1-8; Ps 52:10-11; Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday: Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-6; Lk 5:1-11 

Friday: Col 1:15-20; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday: Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6, 8; Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday: Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7-10; Jas 2:1-5; 
Mk 7:31-37 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

 

Active Parish Ministries 

(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

For more  information on how to connect, contact:   

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturday, 9 - 10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm Parish Center) 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:parish@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
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mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
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mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
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