
 

 

   26th Sunday In Ordinary Time, September 26, 2021 

 

 

1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda, CA 94501 

Email: parish@sjbalameda.org / Phone: 510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/   

Mass Schedule: Weekdays: 8:30 am/ Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm (Vigil) 
        Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Sacrament Of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 3:30 - 4:30 pm,  
or by appointment 

Saint Joseph 
 Basilica 
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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Basilica Family, 

 

Greetings from the Diocese of Orange! I am currently at a conference (until Friday) 

for new pastors from the Western United States. This biannual conference is 

sponsored by the California Catholic Conference of Bishops, aimed at helping 

provide new administrators and pastors with some practical tips on how to lead a 

parish. So far, we’ve had talks about leadership and communication, with discussions on Human 

Resources to come. After this conference I will be traveling to a city near Santa Barbara for another 

event, a Board of Directors meeting for the California Association of Natural Family Planning. I have been 

on this Board since 2016, and we also meet in person twice a year. So, I will not be at the Basilica this 

weekend. Thank you for your prayers. 

 

This week in the life of the Church is called National Migration Week. It goes from Monday the 20th to 

Sunday the 26th, the final day being the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, which is a Vatican-

celebrated event. This year, the theme of this day is “Toward an ever wider ‘We’”. What this means, as 

Pope Francis says in his letter, Fratelli Tutti, is that we cannot see each other in terms of “them” and 

“those”, but “us.” This is something Jesus prayed for on the night of the Last Supper, that we would all be 

one (John 17:21). 

 

How blessed we are to have not only one but two groups in our parish that are committed to serving our 

brothers and sisters who have been displaced from their homelands and are searching for a new life in 

our country. These groups are Welcome the Stranger and the Oakland Catholic Worker. 

 

Welcome the Stranger has been active for some years now, and is a deanery-wide collaborative (that 

means St. Joseph, St. Barnabas and St. Philip Neri/St. Albert all work together). They have helped assist 

refugees from Afghanistan, and will be welcoming a family that was a part of the recent evacuation. The 

way that that entire withdrawal unfolded was tragic, and I think we would honor the service men and 

women who lost their lives over the last 20 years and at the Kabul airport, as well as the many people left 

behind, by welcoming this family into our community with open arms. Please pray for those left behind 

suffering under Taliban rule. 

 

The Oakland Catholic Worker (OCW), in addition to their food distribution operation that takes place 

several times a week at their facility on International Boulevard, also houses migrants from Central 

America. They have about 25 “guests” that they are helping, and will soon be moving a new family into 

the old priest residence on San Antonio Avenue. Just in case you were not aware, I moved out of that 

residence in the beginning of the year, and OCW is now renting it at a discounted rate. 

 

I look forward to the time when OCW and Welcome the Stranger are able to introduce us to their migrant 

and refugee families. I hope you do as well. You are always so supportive of our outreach ministries, and 

I know these relationships will be lasting ones, as we discover how to live out this relationship of “us.” 

Helping these groups is a small part we can play. When we see the images of the Kabul airport, or the 

thousands of migrants on the southern border camped under a freeway, our first reaction may be of 

hopelessness, or fear, or anger. Remember that even Jesus, Mary and Joseph were migrants for a time, 



 

AS 
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World Day for Migrants and 
Refugees Day  

Today we celebrate World Day for  

Migrants and Refugees!  

We pray for migrants, refugees, and all other 

strangers in our midst, that they may find strength 

in our concern for justice and feel the warmth of 

our love. 
 

CNS photo/Paolo Galosi /Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.  

El Rancho Day 
Traditionally, St. Joseph Elementary School's El 

Rancho Day takes place the first weekend in 

October. Given the current health situation, and in 

alignment with county and diocesan guidelines, we 

have decided to postpone until spring of 2022. 

We have set tentative dates of April 25-May 5, 2022. 

It is our hope that we can continue many of the time-

honored traditions that make El Rancho such an 

important event for the St. Joseph community. 

We plan to have the raffle with all the fun and 

excitement that surrounds that aspect of the event. 

We will have rallies, t-shirts, and fun spirit-building 

activities for the students throughout the ten-day 

period. We hope to host a carnival for the students 

during the school day and partner with local 

restaurants to offer family dinners throughout the 

week. 

While we know this is not a return to the original 

format of El Rancho, we are optimistic that we will be 

able to host this modified version of the event if the 

health conditions improve next April. 

We appreciate all your support you have given 

throughout the years and thank you for your 

continued support this coming spring. 

(St. Joseph Elementary School) 

The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul; the 
decree of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the 
simple. — Psalm 19:8  

 

School News  

fleeing Herod for the safety of Egypt. And I am sure we all know someone who left their home country 

behind for this one. My father’s mother migrated from Italy to the United States after WWII, as did several of 

my great grandparents before her. 

 

We shouldn’t be surprised that people are clamoring to enter the United States; we live in the greatest 

country in the world. Great because of the opportunities it affords us, but more so because the people here 

are so generous and willing to sacrifice for one another, which comes from the foundation of being a 

country that is united, “indivisible,” under God. That is why St. James told us a few weeks ago in the 

second reading that his works are a consequence of his faith in God who makes us all an “us.” 

 

If your faith is speaking to you to get involved, if you would like to be a part of having an impact on 

someone’s life by assisting either of these ministries, or another like St. Vincent de Paul or Knights of 

Columbus, please contact the office and we will put you in touch with the right people. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  



 

     

 Upcoming Events 

            Stewardship 

ANGEL GIVING PROJECT 2021 

As we welcome Autumn, we invite you 

to support the St Joseph Basilica’s 

tradition of the ANGEL GIVING 

PROJECT. This project is a way to 

provide a Christmas gift to a needy child, adult or senior in 

our community. Due to pandemic precautions our families 

and individuals will again be receiving gift cards. If you 

wish to participate, you can make a check payable to St 

Joseph Basilica with Angel Giving Project or Midway 

Shelter in the memo line. You may also donate via credit 

card through FAITH DIRECT: https://

membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619. The 

committee will purchase and deliver the gift cards. Drop or 

mailed checks to St Joseph Basilica, 1109 Chestnut St, 

Alameda CA 94501. Please put the Angel Giving Project 

on the envelope. Contributions will be accepted from 

October 01, 2021 through December 5, 2021. We thank 

you very much for your support. For more details or 

questions, please call Peggy Ritchie 510 865 8352. 

October is Respect Life Month! 
Every October the Catholic Church in the United States 
celebrates Respect Life Month, and the first Sunday of 
October is observed as Respect Life Sunday. As Catholics, 
we are called to cherish, defend, and protect those who 
are most vulnerable, from the beginning to the end of their 
lives, and at every point in between. During the month of 
October, the Church asks us to reflect more deeply on the 
dignity of every human life. Learn more at https://
www.respectlife.org/ 

 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Oct 2/3: Maintenance Collection 
(Taken up on the first weekend of each month) 

Oct 9/10: Annual Catholic Voice 

Feast Of St. Francis of Assisi 
Blessing of Animals, October 3, 1:15 - 2 pm 
Elementary School Parking Lot 
In honor of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi next Sunday, 
pets are invited for a blessing. Please make sure all are 
leashed or in an appropriate enclosure and to arrive timely.  

 

Faith Formation 

Growing in Faith - Classes Beginning 

Our Whole Family Catechesis program for families 
not attending Catholic school began September 19, 

with 80 children enrolled from age 4 through 7th 

grade. It’s not too late to sign up for that or for Youth 

Confirmation classes (8th grade and high school) 

which begin October 3. Information and registration 

at https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs. 

Sacrament Preparation classes for students getting 

ready to celebrate First Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist (and not in 2nd grade at Catholic school) 

begin October 24. Adult Confirmation classes begin 

October 21; visit https://sjbalameda.org/adult-

confirmation for details and to register.  

 

Faith Formation “On Demand” 
Adult formation opportunities are available year-

round. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA) is always open for seekers. Those who have 

never been baptized or who have very basic 

questions about Christianity are invited to Inquiry on 
Wednesday nights. Already baptized in another 

tradition or Catholic who has never received 

Eucharist? Catechesis sessions on Tuesday nights 

may help. (Both are in-person; masks required.) 

Looking for a way to get more out of Scripture? Meet 

on Zoom weekly for Thursday night Scripture 

Reflection; info at https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-

scripture-reflections  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word Update – 

Zoom ends; resources online 

In Spring 2020 when we were unable to attend Mass, 

parishioner Natalie Ackerman volunteered to start an 

online interactive “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” to 

support our youngsters. She then turned over the 

reins to Margo Diaz, Thanh Chang and Terri Kallsen, 

who with the help of their families have offered CLW 

on Zoom every Sunday morning throughout the 

pandemic. Now that people can safely attend Mass 

in person again, the online CLW is no longer needed, 

so September 26 is the last one. We are grateful for 

the dedication of these parishioners who jumped in 

to fill a need with joy and creativity. Thank you! 

Even though safe to attend Mass again, it’s 

premature to resume CLW dismissal during Mass. In 

the meantime, to help children better understand the 

Gospel message each week, families might enjoy 

viewing videos of the readings on the Gospel 

Weeklies parent page https://

www.pflaumweeklies.com/family/ or Catholic Kids 

Media Youtube channel. 

“Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my 

path.” Ps 119:105  

St. Barnabas-St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference Annual Coat 
Sept 25/26 through Oct 9/10 

Drop clean and gently used coats, sweaters and jackets 
in bins located in the Candle Room (St. Barnabas Church).  

For more info pick up a flyer found at doors to the Basilica. 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619
https://www.respectlife.org/
https://www.respectlife.org/
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
visit%20https:/sjbalameda.org/adult-confirmation
visit%20https:/sjbalameda.org/adult-confirmation
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/family/
http://www.pflaumweeklies.com/family/


 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of September 25/26 
 is sponsored (by anonymous) for the  

Parish Community of St. Joseph Basilica 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Community Prayers   

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers And/or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the weekly 

Altar Flowers, or one candle for the weekly 

Sanctuary Lamp. Your intention will be printed in 

the weekly bulletin.  Donations for Sanctuary 

Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. To 

sponsor and select a date,  please contact 

Sherley Lim at: secretary@sjbalameda.org, or 

call (510) 995 9420. 

Altar Flowers  
The Altar Flowers 

for the week of September 25/26 

is sponsored by the 

Pardo & Le Blanc Families 

(Thanksgiving) 

   

  Saturday, September 25 

 8:30am †Trinidad Chavez Belgica 

5:00pm Vigil The People Of The Parish - Living & 
Deceased 
  

 

  Sunday, September 26 

 7:30 am  †Fr. Christopher W. Bungoma 

 9:30 am †Marian Schobert 

12 pm  1) †Gavina Espinosa 

  2) †Don Kennedy 

 7:00 pm †Luis Bonifacio 
  

 

  Monday, September 27 

 8:30am 1) †Barry Knott  
  2) †Jovita Giron 
 

  Tuesday, September 28 

 8:30 am 1) †Gavina Epinosa 

  2) Leticia Nasis - Thanksgiving 
   
 

8:30am  Wednesday, September 29 

  †Early & Esther Jackson 
 

  Thursday, September 30 

 8:30 am  †Rosa Betancourt 
 

  Friday, October 1 

 8:30 am †Peter Nguyen &  Maria Hao 
   
  

  Saturday, October 2 

 8:30 am †Alfonso & Terecita Colobong 

 5:00 pm Vigil 1) †Nora Gilligan 

  2) †Maria Augusta 
 

  Sunday, October 3  

 7:30 am The People Of the Parish - Living &  

  Deceased 

 9:30 am Maria Asubar-Asay - Birthday 

 12:00 pm  †Paul Thong - Death Anniversary 

 7:00 pm † David S. Ratto 

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Mary Cronin, Mila Eugenio, Patricia 

Glynn, Rino Gacad, Jane Hanson, 

Amelia Miguel, An Nguyen, Marlo 

Poston, Dalmacio Quinto, Mary 

Rocca, Nory A. Reyes, Michael 

Ricica, Femmia Ramos, Ramon N. 

Tirona and Paula Whitton-Rainer. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 

995 9420.  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
Priesthood Sunday 
Monday: St. Vincent de Paul 
Tuesday: St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions; 
St. Wenceslaus 
Wednesday: Ss. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael 
Thursday: St. Jerome 
Friday: St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus; First Friday 
Saturday: The Holy Guardian Angels; First 
Saturday 

THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
In all our thoughts and actions we ought to remember 
the presence of God, and account all lost in which we 
think not of God. —St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

First Tuesday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7:00 - 8:00 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica 

Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  
Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions 

Masks Requirement On Basilica Campus 

In compliance with the mandate issued for all Bay 
Area Counties, masks are required indoors, 
regardless of vaccination status, effective August 
3, 2021. All are required to wear face coverings 
when entering the Basilica or any Parish facility. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 

9:00 - 9:30 am 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — Moses said, 

“Would that all the people of the 

LORD were prophets!”  (Numbers 

11:25-29). 

Psalm — The precepts of the Lord 

give joy to the heart (Psalm 19). 

Second Reading — Come now, you 

rich. The wages you withheld from 

the workers who harvested your 

fields are crying aloud (James 5:1-6). 

Gospel — Whoever is not against us 

is for us (Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48). 

The English translation of the Psalm 

Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 

1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights 

reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102:16-21, 
29, 22-23;Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-7; 
Lk 9:51-56 

Wednesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 
12:7-12a; 
Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 

Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; 
Ps 19:8-11; 
Lk 10:1-12 

Friday: Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-5, 8-
9; Lk 10:13-16 

Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29; Ps 
69:33-37; Mt 18:1-5, 10 

Sunday: Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-6; 
Heb 2:9-11; Mk 10:2-16 [2-12] 

 

October,  
Holy Month  

of Rosary 
 

Join us for Rosary and  

Eucharistic Adoration on 

Fridays during the month 

of  October, 6 - 7 pm: 
 

Basilica (1st Friday): Oct 1 

Gathering Space: Oct 8, 

15, 22 and  29 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

 

Active Parish Ministries 

(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

For more  information on how to connect, contact:   

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturday, 9 - 10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm Parish Center) 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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