
 

 

   27th Sunday In Ordinary Time, October 3, 2021 

 

 

1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda, CA 94501 

Email: parish@sjbalameda.org / Phone: 510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/   

Mass Schedule: Weekdays: 8:30 am/ Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm (Vigil) 
        Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Sacrament Of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 3:30 - 4:30 pm,  
or by appointment 

Saint Joseph Basilica 
Catholic Church 
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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

In addition to this being the month of the Rosary, October is also Respect Life Month 

in the Church, and perhaps this is not a happy accident, since the mysteries of the 

Rosary are meant to draw us into the life of Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth 

and the Life. Only by following Him – which requires frequent meditation on His own 

life and the life of his mother - do we begin to experience what it means to be fully 

alive, as Jesus said, “I came so that they might have life and have it more 

abundantly” (John 10:10). 

For Jesus’ followers, the fullness of life is experienced when we love one another as He loved us (John 

13:34), which is the foundation for Respect Life Month. Jesus, as we all well know, loved everyone, Jew and 

Greek, slave and free, man and woman. He dined with tax collectors and sought out sinners. He called the 

rich and the poor to follow him. He showed no partiality. The only requirement for being His disciple was 

one’s willingness to be led by Him, to learn from Him, and to imitate Him, who said, the greatest among you 

must be the servant of all (Mark 10:43). 

Respect Life Month reminds us that we are to have each other’s best interests at heart. It means turning 

away from indifference, and the mindset that it is someone else’s responsibility to solve the world’s problems. 

It means seeing the other as a beloved friend, whether the other is a different age, ethnicity, gender, or social 

class. 

In our day and age these “others” are the homeless and the poor, which the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

cares for with so much compassion. They are the migrants and refugees, who the Oakland Catholic Worker 

and Welcome the Stranger ministries take in with incredible generosity. Respect Life Month also includes 

caring for the planet, our common home, so that future generations can enjoy its amazing resources the way 

that we do, which means not allowing corporations to exploit these resources for selfish gain, at the expense 

of the vulnerable. 

Ultimately, Respect Life Month calls our attention to the most vulnerable group of all, the unborn. During this 

time, when we are seeing so much injustice taking place around us, so many rights being violated, it is 

necessary to turn our attention to this group, who for too long have often been denied the most fundamental 

of all rights, the right to life. We place the unborn at the center of Respect Life month because the right to life 

is the foundation for all other rights and the fair and just treatment of all other groups. Without the right to life 

for all, all other rights are meaningless. 

Recently, the issue of abortion has taken center stage in the form of warring legislation. Just when Texas 

passes a law preventing abortions once a heartbeat is detectable, our own Governor signed a bill that would 

allow minors to obtain abortions (and sex reassignment procedures) without the knowledge of their parents. It 

saddens me, and is a quite confounding, that in a first-world country like ours, so determined to trust the 

science, we have people like Governor Newsom who label the protection of an innocent human heartbeat as 

“dark days.” (https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article254444583.html) 

The issue of abortion is a difficult one, but we must not lose sight of it, for, as Pope Francis recently **stated 

in an interview, “abortion is murder.” And this is not his opinion, it is the teaching of the Church. This is why 

we focus on this issue, because abortion does not simply affect the unborn child, it also has an immense 

impact on the mother (and father), who usually faces great stress in determining the way forward. We must 

remember that respecting life means embracing the mother, and offering her true options, ones that support 

her in the challenging, yet awesome task of bringing forth and nurturing life. I hope that our parish can 

develop a vibrant ministry that collaborates with pro-life pregnancy centers and the women who come to them 

in their need. 

https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article254444583.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-09/pope-abortion-is-murder-the-church-must-be-compassionate.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-09/pope-abortion-is-murder-the-church-must-be-compassionate.html
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Clergy Corner … cont.                                               

Parish Bulletin 
Our weekly bulletin is subsidized completely by 
those companies whose advertisements appear on 
the last page. If you have the opportunity, you may 
thank them in the name of our parish by using their 
products or services. To participate as a sponsor of 
our bulletin, please contact : J.S.Paluch Co. at 800
-675-5051 and quote our bulletin ID 421600 or, St. 
Joseph Basilica. 

 

Feast of Faith 
 

Diocesan Communications 

The Sign of Peace 
“Greet one another with a holy kiss,” wrote Saint 
Paul to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:20), 
and he said the same thing to other communities 
as well. The holy kiss, the sign of peace, has 
been a hallmark of Christians from the very 
beginning. In giving and receiving the sign of 
peace, we are not giving something of our own, 
but something that Christ has given to us. 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you,” 
Jesus told his disciples (John 14:27). Jesus 
comes to us when we gather together in 
community. We celebrate the Eucharist not just 
to receive spiritual nourishment to help us on our 
solitary way to salvation, but to be transformed 
into one body, the Body of Christ in the world. 
As we receive the Eucharist, we are not only 
united to Christ; we are united to each other. It is 
never easy to live in community, and we hurt 
each other on the way. So we need to turn to 
each other in a sign of reconciliation and 
forgiveness, to look into each other’s eyes, and 

give and receive the peace that is not ours, but 
Christ’s. —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Diocese of Oakland 
Mission Alignment 
Process (MAP) 

MAP Mission: To align our diocese 
for missionary fruition and lead in 
this age of change. 

The Catholic Church is the longest 
continually running institution in the 
world. She keeps herself relevant in every age because she is 
more than a human institution; she is also divine. It is the Holy 
Spirit that makes sure the Catholic Church is relevant in every 
age, and every age must look to her for inspiration and guidance. 
Recent declines in Mass attendance, baptisms, vocations to the 
priesthood, and other factors are challenging us to take a fresh 
look at ourselves. In response, Bishop Michael Barber, S.J. is 
asking every Catholic in the Oakland diocese to support the 
Mission Alignment Process. 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, this process will help us align our 
precious resources: our wonderful lay faithful, our parishes and 
schools, our clergy, and our financial resources for missionary 
fruition. Change is never easy, but when did God ever say that 
our lives would be easy? The way to salvation always has a cross 
in its path. But it is precisely the cross that leads us to new life.  

Note: A commission of lay faithful and clergy of our Diocese 

for some months now have been working on MAP.  Your voice 

is an important component to this process.  Between October 

14 and November 22, 2021, our parish and schools will be 

participating in the MAP survey conducted by the Catholic 

Leadership Institute, and we need your help! Each one of us 

has the opportunity to strengthen the future of our Diocese by 

participating in the survey. The survey link will be made 

available in the upcoming bulletin.  (All response to the 

survey will be kept confidential) 

As Catholics, we have challenging times ahead of us. We are called to be protectors of life, which includes the 

innocent and vulnerable, from the unborn to those on their deathbed after a long life. It also means reaching out 

to those who have committed violations against the dignity of another, including women who have procured 

abortions. We as Catholics are called to minister to them, to love them, by calling them to repentance and 

embracing them with mercy. We are called to show them the joy and peace of the life lived in Christ. 

During this month of October, the month of the Rosary, I hope you will join us for our weekly gatherings as we 

pray the Rosary on Fridays at 6pm. Let us entrust to our Blessed Mother’s gentle care all those who are 

suffering in any way. May they be cared for and their lives be respected. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

(** https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-09/pope-abortion-is-murder-the-church-must-be-compassionate.html) 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-09/pope-abortion-is-murder-the-church-must-be-compassionate.html


 

                 Stewardship 

ANGEL GIVING PROJECT 2021 

October 3 - December 5 
This project is a way to provide a 

Christmas gift to a needy child, 

adult or senior in our community. 

Due to pandemic precautions our families and 

individuals will again be receiving gift cards. If you wish 

to participate, you can make a check payable to St 

Joseph Basilica with Angel Giving Project or Midway 

Shelter in the memo line. You may also donate via 

credit card through FAITH DIRECT: https://

membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619. The 

committee will purchase and deliver the gift cards. Drop 

or mailed checks to Parish Office. Please put the Angel 

Giving Project on the envelope. For more details or 

questions, please call Peggy Ritchie 510 865 8352. 

 

  
Ongoing News: Faith Formation 

Growing in Faith - Classes Beginning 

Our Whole Family Catechesis program for families 
not attending Catholic school began September 19, 

with 80 children enrolled from age 4 through 7th 

grade. It’s not too late to sign up for that or for Youth 

Confirmation classes (8th grade and high school) 

which begin October 3. Information and registration 

at https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs. 

Sacrament Preparation classes for students getting 

ready to celebrate First Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist (and not in 2nd grade at Catholic school) 

begin October 24. Adult Confirmation classes begin 

October 21; visit https://sjbalameda.org/adult-

confirmation for details and to register.  

 

Faith Formation “On Demand” 
Adult formation opportunities are available year-

round. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA) is always open for seekers. Those who have 

never been baptized or who have very basic 

questions about Christianity are invited to Inquiry on 
Wednesday nights. Already baptized in another 

tradition or Catholic who has never received 

Eucharist? Catechesis sessions on Tuesday nights 

may help. (Both are in-person; masks required.) 

Looking for a way to get more out of Scripture? Meet 

on Zoom weekly for Thursday night Scripture 

Reflection; info at https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-

scripture-reflections  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word Update – 

Zoom ends; resources online 

In Spring 2020 when we were unable to attend Mass, 

parishioner Natalie Ackerman volunteered to start an 

online interactive “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” to 

support our youngsters. She then turned over the 

reins to Margo Diaz, Thanh Chang and Terri Kallsen, 

who with the help of their families have offered CLW 

on Zoom every Sunday morning throughout the 

pandemic. Now that people can safely attend Mass 

in person again, the online CLW is no longer needed, 

so September 26 is the last one. We are grateful for 

the dedication of these parishioners who jumped in 

to fill a need with joy and creativity. Thank you! 

Even though safe to attend Mass again, it’s 

premature to resume CLW dismissal during Mass. In 

the meantime, to help children better understand the 

Gospel message each week, families might enjoy 

viewing videos of the readings on the Gospel 

Weeklies parent page https://

www.pflaumweeklies.com/family/ or Catholic Kids 

Media Youtube channel. 

“Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my 

path.” Ps 119:105  

Upcoming Second Collection 

Oct 9/10: The Catholic Voice 

Your donation will help offset the monthly payments for 
this important Diocese Communications Ministry. The 
Voice and its other operations - El Heraldo Catolico, 
websites and social media - are the only regular source 
of Catholic news and information for all parishioners in 
the Diocese. Envelopes are at all entrances to the 
Basilica. You can mail or drop your envelopes off to the 
Parish Office. Or, donate through FaithDirect. Please be 
generous in your support.  (Note: Check make out to: 

St. Joseph Basilica / memo line: Catholic Voice)  

Ministry Update: New Refugee Family 
With eager anticipation our Welcome the Stranger 

Deanery committee, composed of all Catholic parishes 

in Alameda, has received a newly arrived Afghan 

refugee family. The family, where the dad, who worked 

for the U.S. government, includes a mom and three 

children (ages 10, 7 and 4 1/2). They are living in a 

house that WTS furnished and set up for them. As they 

settle in, we will see that the children get registered in 

school. The oldest children already know some English, 

as does the father. The community support that WTS 

and this family have already received is heartwarming. 

As one of our committee members sought information 

from the local elementary school, it turned out that a 

school staff member is from Afghanistan and is now 

happily assisting the children in getting ready to attend 

school. That surprise connection was such a gift, giving 

us the feeling that we are blessed in this endeavor. Our 

work, and as our chair says, “our enjoyment”, starts 

now. We will keep you updated and, for now, only ask 

for your prayerful support. (WTS Committee) 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
visit%20https:/sjbalameda.org/adult-confirmation
visit%20https:/sjbalameda.org/adult-confirmation
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/family/
http://www.pflaumweeklies.com/family/


 

 

Community Prayers   

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Mary 

Cronin, Mila Eugenio, Patricia 

Glynn, Rino Gacad,  Jane Hansen, 

Amelia Miguel, An Nguyen, Marlo 

Polston, Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. 

Reyes, Michael Ricica, Femmia 

Ramos, Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 

995 9420.  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Holy Saints, pray for us! 

Respect Life Sunday 
Monday: St. Francis of Assisi 
Tuesday: Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos 
Wednesday: St. Bruno; Blessed Marie-Rose 
Durocher 
Thursday: Our Lady of the Rosary 
Saturday: St. Denis and Companions; 
St. John Leonardi; Blessed Virgin Mary  

October - 

Celebrate Respect Life Month! 
You're invited to join Catholics nationwide in 

celebrating Respect Life Month this October with 

the message "Every Life: Cherished, Chosen, 

Sent"! Learn more at https://www.respectlife.org/ 

       

  Saturday, October 2 

 8:30am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

5:00pm Vigil 1) †Nora Gilligan 

  2) †Maria Augusta 
  

 

  Sunday, October 3 

 7:30 am  People Of The Parish - Living & Deceased 

 9:30 am Maria Asubar-Asay - Birthday 

12 pm  †Paul Thong - Death Anniversary  

 7:00 pm †David S. Ratto 
 
  

  Monday, October 4 

 8:30am 1) Alameda Care - Subacute Unit 

  2) Joanna Fontillas - 25th Birthday 

 

  Tuesday, October 5 

 8:30 am †George M. Yussef 
   
 

8:30am  Wednesday, October 6 

  1) †Rosena R. Finuliar 

  2) †Pat Dundon 
 

  Thursday, October 7 

 8:30 am  Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 
 

  Friday, October 8 

 8:30 am †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 
   
  

  Saturday, October 9 

 8:30 am 1) †Anni Huegel 

  2) †Alice Andrade 

 5:00 pm Vigil Fernandez & D’Cruz Families 
 

  Sunday, October 10 

 7:30 am †Francis Corral 

 9:30 am People of The Parish - Living & Deceased 

 12:00 pm  Peter Lim - Birthday Thanksgiving 

 7:00 pm 1) † Donnie Awayan 

  2) †Nicholas Bianchi 

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of October 02/03 
 is sponsored in loving memory of 

Paul Thong (Death Anniversary) 

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month 

If you or someone you know is experiencing 
domestic violence, help is available.  Call the 
24/7 National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-
799-7233 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
https://www.respectlife.org/


 

 
Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

First Tuesday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7:00 - 8:00 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica 

Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  
Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions 

Masks Requirement On Basilica Campus 

In compliance with the mandate issued for all Bay 
Area Counties, masks are required indoors, 
regardless of vaccination status, effective August 
3, 2021. All are required to wear face coverings 
when entering the Basilica or any Parish facility. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 

9:00 - 9:30 am 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — The man said, 
“This one is bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; this one shall be 
called ‘woman’ ” (Genesis 2:18-24). 
Psalm — May the Lord bless us all 
the days of our lives (Psalm 128). 
Second Reading — He who 
consecrates and those who are 
being consecrated all have one 
origin (Hebrews 2:9-11). 
Gospel — Whoever does not 
accept the kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter it (Mark 10:2-16 
[2-12]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Jon 1:1 — 2:2, 11; Jon 
2:3-5, 8; Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-
4ab, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-
6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-4, 
6; Lk 11:5-13 
Friday: Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 
6, 16, 8-9; 
Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday: Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-
6, 11-12; 
Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday: Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-17; 
Heb 4:12-13; 
Mk 10:17-30 [17-27] 

 

October,  
Holy Month  

of Rosary 
 

Join us for Rosary and  

Eucharistic Adoration 

on Fridays during the 

month of October: 

Oct 8, 15, 22 and  29 

6 - 7 pm 

Gathering Space 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

Active Parish Ministries 
(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (In-person, 1st Saturday, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (2nd Tuesday) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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