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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph family, 

 

I would like to give a shoutout to Manuel De Robinson, who 

graciously volunteered to build a second tier on the back altar. 

I asked him to do this to simply give the altar some depth, 

which I felt was looking a little flat. I have received a lot of 

compliments about how the back altar looks with the added 

candle sticks and vases. As good as this new tier looks, you 

may be wondering, “is this going to replace the marble high 

altar from the capital campaign?” And the answer is “no.” This 

is just a temporary holdover, since the marble high altar will 

take a while to acquire. Thank you, Manuel, for sharing your 

gifts with the parish! 

 

As this is the second Sunday of the month (a.k.a. ad orientem Sunday), I want to write one last bulletin 

article on this posture. We have been celebrating Mass like this since June 20th, and I hope it has 

offered you, if nothing else, a renewed appreciation for the diversity of expressions of the liturgy which 

our Church offers us. We can celebrate Mass in English, Latin, Spanish or Tagalog. We can have 

Gregorian chant, or praise and worship music. The word “Catholic” means “universal”, or “the whole.” On 

one hand, this means that the Catholic Church contains the whole of the revelation of God, the fullness of 

the truth. It also means that the Catholic Church takes from the whole, what is good and true, from 

different customs and cultures. Ultimately, being Catholic means knowing that no matter what the Mass 

looks or sounds like, if it is celebrated reverently, respecting the rubrics and guidelines, then it is always 

the true and authentic Mass. And that is a great reassurance. If we celebrate daily Mass in half an hour, 

or go to Africa for an all-day Sunday experience, it is the Mass. If we celebrate Mass for the elderly and 

sick, or a Mass for children, it is the Mass. If we celebrate facing each other, or facing the same direction, 

“toward the East,” it is the Mass. That is the beauty of being a Catholic, that our liturgy, although taking 

on diverse external appearances, reveals an unseen, internal unity. 

 

If you would like to re-read the bulletin articles that I wrote on celebrating Mass ad orientem, you can find 

them on the website under the tabs “News         Bulletins”, on the dates of July 4, 2021 and September 5, 

2021. 

 

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to a new offering, which I mentioned in my homily last week. 

Former Pastoral Council member, Sue Spiersch, encouraged me and Fr. Sunil to record our homilies so 

that they could be listened to again. You can find these homilies on our parish’s YouTube page, where 

they can be easily shared with others. Thanks for the recommendations. Enjoy! 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  



 

Grow in Faith with FORMED  
- The Catholic Faith On Demand 

We would like to remind you that the Parish 

subscribes to FORMED, an online database 

full of Catholic media. 

If you have not 

signed-up, click 

https://formed.org/ 

and follow the steps. 

Search for St. Joseph 

Basilica. Registration 

is free.  

Parish Bulletin 

Our weekly bulletin is subsidized completely by those 

companies whose advertisements appear on the last 

page. If you have the opportunity, you may thank 

them in the name of our parish by using their products 

or services. To participate as a sponsor of our bulletin, 

please contact : J.S.Paluch Co. at 800-675-5051 and 

quote our bulletin ID 421600 or, St. Joseph Basilica. 

 

Feast Of Faith  

Agnus Dei 

After the sign of peace, the priest breaks the 

host into pieces, and prepares the patens or 

plates of hosts for the assembly. In the early 

church, “the breaking of the bread” was the 

name given to the entire Eucharistic liturgy, so 

central was this action to the meaning of the 

Christian life. For just as the one bread is 

broken and given to many people, the many 

are made one in receiving it. 

During this ritual action, we sing an ancient 

litany, calling on Jesus as the “Lamb of 

God”—the words used by John the Baptist 

when he pointed to Jesus walking beside the 

Jordan River (John 1:29, 36). In calling Jesus 

“the Lamb of God,” John was already pointing 

to the death that Jesus would die: in giving his 

life, Jesus would become the Paschal Lamb 

of the new covenant. During the Mass, when 

we call on the Lamb of God, we call to mind 

his self-sacrificing love, his blood poured out 

for us, and we ask this compassionate Lord 

for mercy and peace. —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © 

J. S. Paluch Co. 

Online Survey 
St. Joseph Parish and our schools will be participating 

in a parish survey this month about discipleship 

conducted by the Catholic Leadership Institute.  Your 

help is needed to participate in a 10 - 15 minutes 

online survey which can be accessed through a link 

from October 14 through November 22. Some of the 

questions will reflect your spiritual growth, feedback on 

your parish's efforts to help you grow, and provide us 

information about our community. All responses are 

confidential. The link will be made available closer to 

October 14 - please keep an eye out for it! (Note: If 

you prefer a paper copy you may pick one from the 

front porch of the Rectory between Oct 14 - Nov 22.) 

(The online survey is 

commissioned by the 

Diocese of Oakland as part 

of the work of the Mission 

Alignment Program (MAP) 

and seek every parishioner 

of the Diocese to 

participate. Your voice and 

input is very important to 

the Campaign.  To learn 

more about MAP, visit the 

website: https://

www.oakdiocese.org/mission-

alignment-process) 

MAP Mission: To align 
our diocese for 

missionary fruition and 
lead in this age of 

change. 

 

Diocese News 

 

Indigenous People’s Day 
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, October 11 in observance of the Indigenous People’s 

Day, and will re-open on October 12 at 10 am for in-person assistance. 

 

Ongoing News   
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 Upcoming Events 

                 Stewardship 

 

Faith Formation News

Celebration Of 
Our Lady Of 

Fatima 

Please join us as we 
conclude the 
celebration of Our 
Lady of Fatima on 
Wed, Oct 13 at 5 
pm in the Basilica. 

We begin with a 
special Mass, followed by a procession around the 
block, and ending with Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Remember to bring your handkerchiefs! 

Virtual Retrouvaille Program 
October 14 - 17, 2021 

Retrouvaille is a Marriage program that helps couples 

in struggling marriages restore and rebuild a healthy 

and loving relations. For more information or on how 

to register: https://www.helpourmarriage.org/, or call 

510.709-6063. 

ANGEL GIVING PROJECT, Oct 1 - Dec 5 
This project is a way to provide a Christmas gift to a 

needy child, adult or senior in our community.  If you 

wish to participate, you can make 

a check payable to St Joseph 

Basilica with Angel Giving 

Project or Midway Shelter in 

the memo line. You may also 

donate via credit card through 

FAITH DIRECT: https://

membership.faithdirect.net/

givenow/CA702/40619. The 

committee will purchase and 

deliver the gift cards. Drop or mailed checks to Parish 

Office. Please put the Angel Giving Project on the 

envelope. For more details or questions, please call 

Peggy Ritchie 510 865 8352. 

Parish Support… To our wonderful Stewards 

of St. Joseph, THANK YOU!   We appreciate your 

continuous generosity to support our mission and the 

Basilica and grounds.  If you are interested in 

electronic giving through FaithDirect, please contact 

our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: 

business@sjbalameda.org, 510.995.9411, or https://

membership.faithdirect.net/CA702 

Confirmation Classes in Person, for 
Teens and Adults 

Welcome to the 54 teens who started (or resumed) 

preparation for Youth Confirmation last Sunday. 

Unusual times call for unusual measures; we’re 

masked and may be outdoors but are happy to be in 

person once again. 

It’s not too late to register for Adult Confirmation 

classes that begin this Thursday; visit https://

sjbalameda.org/adult-confirmation for details. 

Too young for Confirmation? Families are continuing 

to enroll in the Whole Family Catechesis program for 

ages 4 through 7th grade, primarily done at home but 

with one group gathering a month. Info at https://

sjbalameda. org/childrens-programs. 

Faith Formation “On Demand” 

Adult formation opportunities are available year-round. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is 

always open for seekers. Those who have never been 

baptized or who have very basic questions about 

Christianity are invited to Inquiry on Wednesday 

nights. Already baptized in another tradition, or 

Catholic who has never received Eucharist? 

Catechesis sessions on Tuesday nights may help. 

(Both are in-person; masks required.) Looking for a 

way to get more out of Scripture? Meet on Zoom 

weekly for Thursday night Scripture Reflection at 

https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections  

https://www.helpourmarriage.org/
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619
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Community Prayers   

 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Mary Cronin, Mila Eugenio, Rino 

Gacad,  Jane Hansen, Amelia 

Miguel, An Nguyen, Marlo Polston, 

Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. Reyes, 

Michael Ricica, Femmia Ramos 

and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the 

Sick List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 

9420.  

October Infant 
Baptism 
 

Congratulations and 

welcome Lauryn Rita 

Wong, into our 

community of faith in Jesus Christ.  

Please keep Lauryn, her parents and 

godparents in your prayers.  

(Communal Infant baptism is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month at all the Masses.  

For Infant Baptism process information, 

contact Sherley: secretary@sjbalameda.org, 

or visit our website: sjbalameda.org). 

       

  Saturday, October 9 

 8:30am 1) †Anni Huegel 

  2) †Alice Andrade 

5:00pm Vigil Fernandez & D’Cruz Families 
  

 

  Sunday, October 10 

 7:30 am  †Frances Corral 

 9:30 am People Of The Parish - Living & Deceased 

12 pm  Peter Lim - Birthday  

 7:00 pm 1) †Donnie Awayan 

  2) †Nicholas Bianchi 
 

  

  Monday, October 11 

 8:30am †Danny Srinivasan 

 

  Tuesday, October 12 

 8:30 am 1) †Rita Druce 

  2) Richard McGaugh - Healing 
   
 

8:30am  Wednesday, October 13 

  †Benigno Mscasieb 
 

  Thursday, October 14 

 8:30 am  †Olivia & Patricia Gomez 
 

  Friday, October 15 

 8:30 am 1) †Phil Stewart 

  2) †Marcial Tiangha 
   
  

  Saturday, October 16 

 8:30 am †Nick R. Santos - Birthday Remembrance 

 5:00 pm Vigil †Juanita Abrigo Eucapor 
 

  Sunday, October 17 

 7:30 am †Kathleen Stanton 

 9:30 am †Deceased Family Members of the Naclerio 

  Family 

 12:00 pm  †Michael Evan Smith 

 7:00 pm People Of The Parish - Living & Deceased 

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

   

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of October 09/10 
 is sponsored by Sandell Ramirez Family 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. John XXIII; Columbus Day 
Thursday: St. Callistus I 
Friday: St. Teresa of Jesus; 
National Boss’s Day 
Saturday: St. Hedwig; St. Margaret Mary Alacoque; 
Blessed Virgin Mary; Sweetest Day 

 

Recent Passing 
Patricia Glynn 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

 Visit USCCB website for info and prayers re-

sources: https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-

month 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

First Tuesday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7:00 - 8:00 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica 

Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  
Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions 

Masks Requirement On Basilica Campus 

In compliance with the mandate issued for all Bay 
Area Counties, masks are required indoors, 
regardless of vaccination status, effective August 
3, 2021. All are required to wear face coverings 
when entering the Basilica or any Parish facility. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 

9:00 - 9:30 am 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — I pleaded, and the 
spirit of wisdom came to me. All good 
things together came to me in her 
company (Wisdom 7:7-11). 
Psalm — Fill us with your love, O 
Lord, and we will sing for joy! (Psalm 
90). 
Second Reading — Indeed the word 
of God is living and effective 
(Hebrews 4:12-13). 
Gospel — It is easier for a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle 
than for one who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God (Mark 10:17-30 [17-
27]). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 

11:29-32 

Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-5; 

Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11; Ps 62:2

-3, 6-7, 9; Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday: Rom 3:21-30; Ps 

130:1b-6ab; Lk 11:47-54 

Friday: Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 

11; Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 

105:6-9, 42-43; 

Lk 12:8-12 

Sunday: Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 

18-20, 22; 

Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 [42-45] 

 

October,  
Holy Month  

of Rosary 
 

Join us for Rosary and  

Eucharistic Adoration 

on Fridays during the 

month of October: 

Oct 15, 22 and  29 

6 - 7 pm 

Gathering Space 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

Active Parish Ministries 
(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (In-person, 1st Saturday, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (2nd Tuesday) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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