
 

 

   30th Sunday In Ordinary Time, October 24, 2021 

 

 

1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda, CA 94501 

Email: parish@sjbalameda.org / Phone: 510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/   

Mass Schedule: Weekdays: 8:30 am/ Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm (Vigil) 
        Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Sacrament Of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 3:30 - 4:30 pm,  
or by appointment 

 Saint Joseph Basilica 
  Roman Catholic Church 
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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

Next Sunday is Halloween, so I would like to use this opportunity to look ahead to 

that holiday, cherished by some, misunderstood by many. 

 

The name of the holiday pretty much says it all. Halloween is a conglomeration of 

the words All Hallows Eve, which signifies the night before (Eve) the day that celebrates all the saints 

(hallows), which is the day that is celebrated the day after Halloween on November 1, the Solemnity of All 

Saints. Just like we celebrate Christmas a little early on the evening before Christmas Day, so the Church 

has celebrated All Saints Day the night before, on “Halloween.” 

 

The present form of Halloween has somewhat diverted from its original intention, however. Now we see 

children dressing up as their favorite superheroes and villains, or characters from movies and books, and 

heading out into their neighborhoods to ask for candy. And there is nothing wrong with that. I hope all the 

families in our parish who choose to participate in this custom enjoy it and enjoy it safely. Just do not 

forget that at its core, Halloween is a truly Catholic holiday. 

 

When we celebrate Halloween rightly, we celebrate the saints, which means we celebrate God, for it is 

through His generous mercy and love that we are made into saints. Yes, all of us are called to, sainthood, 

to sanctity, to holiness. The word for ‘saint’ in Latin, sancta/e, literally means ‘holy.’ The saints were holy 

people, which is not something that they did on their own. Throughout Scripture, we hear the admonition to 

“be holy as God is holy” (Leviticus 21:8, Exodus 19:6, 1 Thessalonians 4:7, 1 Peter 1:16), but this does not 

mean that God expects us to make ourselves holy. Holiness is an invitation, a gift, to undergo a 

supernatural, divine transformation to actually become like God, to love like Him. The thing to remember is 

that the invitation should not be refused, for to become a saint is not something extra, like having sprinkles 

on top of your ice cream. Becoming a saint is essential to who you are, and who you were made to be. 

 

Now, this does not mean that all of us are going to be “canonized” saints, that is, those people who are 

officially recognized by the Church. But we are all called to sainthood nonetheless. Another way to phrase 

this is “beatitude,” which can be translated as blessed, or happy. Jesus called all of us to the life of true 

happiness. And how do we get there? The Gospel passage for All Saints Day, the Beatitudes from 

Matthew 5, tells us. Sometime before All Saints Day I invite you to open your Bible and read Matthew 5:1-

12. This is our “roadmap” for sanctity, for holiness, for happiness. The Beatitudes teach us to reject what 

the world tells us will make us happy, so that we can embrace the things of God, the things countless 

individuals embraced throughout their lives, people who are not recorded in the canon of the saints, 

people we will never hear of, but who are nonetheless heroes worth imitating. Just think of all the 

innumerable people who, out of love of God, served their families and neighbors, the poor and the outcast, 

who used their gifts and resources to benefit others; these “unknown” saints are the ones we celebrate 

with the canonized saints on All Saints Day, a day so important to us as Catholics that we begin to 

celebrate it the night before, on All Hallows Eve. 

So, if you haven’t picked out your Halloween costume yet, consider dressing up as your favorite saint. And 

when giving out treats to the kids who knock on your door, consider giving them a blessing as well. We 

need all the blessings we can get as we make the journey from this life to the life to come, the life of 

perfect beatitude. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 



 

Gentle Reminder: Please help to clean up the pews 

before you leave at the end of the Mass. Return the 

worship aids to all the entrances of the Church, and pick 

up any trash. This will help our Ushers & Greeters to 

quickly make the Church ready for the next Mass. Thank 

you for your cooperation.  

 

Feast Of Faith 

ANGEL GIVING PROJECT, Oct 1 - Dec 5 
This project is a way to provide a Christmas gift to a 

needy child, adult or senior in our community.  If you 

wish to participate, you can make a check payable to 

St Joseph Basilica with Angel Giving Project or 

Midway Shelter in the memo line. You may also 

donate via credit card through FAITH DIRECT: https://

membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619. 

The committee will purchase and deliver the gift 

cards. Drop or mailed checks to Parish Office. Please 

put the Angel Giving Project on the envelope. For 

more details or questions, please call Peggy Ritchie 

510 865 8352. 

The Sound of Communion 

The priest receives Holy Communion, and then there is 

movement, a bustle of activity, as we prepare to join the 

Communion procession. This holy meal does not 

happen in silence! Instead, we sing together even as we 

rise and move forward in procession to the altar. We 

must change and move to receive the Eucharist, and 

fittingly so, since the Eucharist is transformative—it 

demands action of us, internal as well as external. We 

do not receive the sacrament in silence, but with a 

dialogue that is also a profession of faith: “The Body of 

Christ.” “Amen.” “The Blood of Christ.” “Amen.” We 

acknowledge the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist 

with our “Amen” of faith, but more, our “Amen” is also a 

prayer that we may become what we receive, the Body 

of Christ, living and active in the world. We receive him 

not that he may become a part of us, but that we may 

become a part of him—part, too, of all the others who 

receive him, the whole communion of believers.—Corinna 

Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch C  

 

Ongoing News   

Diocese of 
Oakland: Mission 
Alignment 
Process (MAP) 

The Mission Alignment 

Process (MAP) will help 

Bishop Michael Barber 

and Diocesan leaders to 

align financial realities 

with precious resources: 

the faithful, clergy, religious, parishes, and schools. 

Our participation as Catholics in the Diocese Of 

Oakland and as members of the Parish Community 

will involve completing a 15-20 minute survey online. 

All persons 16+ years and older are eligible to 

participate in the survey. The survey can be accessed 

through the link: https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/

survey/kggad2, until November 22, and is available in 

18 different languages to accommodate the faithful.  

If you prefer to complete the survey in paper form,  

copies are available in the Parish office or in the 

Basilica. Please drop off your completed survey to the 

Parish Office by November 15, 2021. 

Your participation is important as we want to get the 

highest participation rate as possible as responses 

will affect the recommendations for our very own 

parish and the Diocese. For more information about 

the Mission Alignment Process, please visit: https://

oakdiocese.org/mission-alignment-process 

 

Apartment Available:  We are accepting 

applications from highly qualified applicants for a one-

bedroom one-bath rental unit in the Encinal Building 

conveniently located next to the Basilica. Asking 

$1,750/month. Contact our Business Manager, Stan 

at 510-522-9411 or business@sjbalameda.org to 

inquire. A 2BR, 1BA is also coming soon.  

R 
eminder... 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of 

our faith: the most precious center point of 

our lives. As Catholics, we understand that 

the Eucharist is the Body, Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of Jesus. Therefore, receiving Eucharist must be 

done so with the highest form of reverence:  

• Approach with a bow  

• When the minister says "The Body of Christ" 
respond clearly with AMEN. 

• If receiving in the hand, support one hand under the 
other. Lift your hands at chest level.  

•  If receiving on the tongue, slightly tilt your head, 
open wide and extend your tongue.  

• Consume the Eucharist immediately.  

• We never “take” Communion. We “receive” 

Communion. This verb choice will help keep us in 

the correct mind-set.  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/kggad2
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/kggad2
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          Stewardship 

St. Vincent DePaul 5th 
Sunday Collection 

The Special Collection on the 

weekend of October 31 will be 

the St. Vincent DePaul 5th 

Sunday collection. This is the last 

5th Sunday of the year and will 

help us provide the families and individuals we serve 

with a Happy Thanksgiving. 

The money that we receive from Faith Direct and from 

the 5th Sunday collections is used to assist people in 

our neighborhood. We are grateful for your support 

because it helps us provide help with utility bills (gas, 

electricity, water), rent, food, and sometimes medicine 

or other expenses. Please continue to support our 

neighbors with your donations and with your prayers.  

(If you would like get involved with this Ministry, contact 

Louise Astle: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 

Remembering our loved ones 
in the month of November 

Throughout November, as Catholics we remember in a 

special way our loved ones who had died.  We offer the 

following opportunities to commemorate our faithful 

departed: 

• Tuesday, Nov 2: All Souls Day 

       Masses: 8:30 am and 7:00 pm 

• Special Envelopes available at all entrances of the 

Church to commemorate the dead 

• Bring a photo of a deceased loved one, no larger 

then 8 x 10 frame (or smaller), to the Parish Office 

by October 29 (with YOUR name and contact on 

the back) to be displayed in a niche for 3 weeks and 

pick it up on Nov 22 

• Write the names of departed loved ones in the Book 

Of Life, which will be at the back of the Church, 

from November 1 until Thanksgiving. 

• Don’t forget to visit the cemetery to place flowers 

and offer prayer for your loved ones. 

Proud to be Catholic?  
Share the Good News! 
You love Catholicism. You are proud of the works of 

justice and mercy done within our Church for the wider 

community. You are consoled by your faith in times of 

trouble and gratefully aware of God’s love in good 

times and in bad. You probably know others who are 

searching for what you have, so invite them to 

consider the Catholic Church. The Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a journey of preparation 

for the sacraments of Baptism and/or Eucharist and 

Confirmation. It begins with “Inquiry,” an informal 

weekly gathering on Wednesday nights to answer 

basic questions and help people discover whether 

God is calling them to Catholicism, 7pm in St. 

Joseph’s Parish Center at 1119 Lafayette Street. 

(Masks required.) Invite your friend, neighbor or family 

member, and offer to come with them. Share the Good 

News and give a precious gift. (Adults who are already 

baptized are welcome to join the ongoing catechesis 

sessions on Tuesday nights.) For information contact 

Anne Marie at 510-995-9409 or 

afourre@sjbalameda.org. 

 

Solemnity of All Saints 
Monday, November 1 

Masses: 8:30 am and  7:00 pm 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 

Gathering the Saints – Family Activity 
October 31 

Children are invited to dress as their favorite saint for the 

9:30 outdoor Mass in honor of All Saints Day on 

November 1. Afterwards families can remain in the quad 

for a “Family Activity” designed for children 4 and older 

from 10:45 to 11:45. Learn about different saints with 

interactive activities, create a Day of the Dead altar 

(bring your own shoe-box and pictures), or ?? If you have 

ideas to share, please contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org. Masks required for the Family 

Activity. 

     

 Upcoming Events   Faith Formation 

Altar Servers are Back 
Our Parish's Altar Servers Ministry has resumed and 

we invite Catholic youth in the third grade or older 

who have received Eucharist, to volunteer. 

To register your child visit the following link: 

https://sjbalameda.org/altar-server-application 

mailto:louisea.svdp@gmail.com
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
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Community Prayers   

Altar Flowers 
The Altar Flowers for the 

week of October 23-24 

is sponsored by the 

Pardo & Cabildo Families 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Baustita, Mary Cronin, Mila 

Eugenio, Rino Gacad,  Jane 

Hansen, Lynn Agnes Luttinger, 

Amelia Miguel, An Nguyen, Julia 

Landess Petrich, Marlo Polston, 

Arturo & Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. 

Reyes, Michael Ricica and Ramon 

N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 

       

  Saturday, October 23 

 8:30am †Brigitte Plant 

5:00pm Vigil People of the Parish - Living and Deceased 
  
 

  Sunday, October 24 

 7:30 am  Dominic Pham-Danh, Mary Pham-Ngu & 
  Anne Dinh-Tu - Family Healing 

 9:30 am Dang Nguyen - Birthday 

12:00 pm †Fortunato & Patricia Zamora - Death  

  Anniversary  

 7:00 pm Manuel Tiangha - Birthday 
 

  

  Monday, October 25 

 8:30am †Michael Macatangay - Birthday Remembrance 
 

  Tuesday, October 26 

 8:30 am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2)†Theo Roche 
   
 

8:30am  Wednesday, October 27 

  †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 
 

  Thursday, October 28 

 8:30 am  1) Frumencio Ramirez - birthday 

  2) Adam Macatangay - 24th Birthday 
 

  Friday, October 29 

 8:30 am †Khoo Hood Soo - Repose of Soul 
 

  Saturday, October 30 

 8:30 am †Rosa Betancourt 

 5:00 pm Vigil 1)†Illuminada B.Lim 

  2)Therese Labugen - Birthday 
 

  Sunday, October 31 

 7:30 am Amparo Ramirez - Birthday 

 9:30 am †Clara Peralta & Joey LoPro 

 12:00 pm  †Jose & Trinidad Belgica - Death Anniversary 

 7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of October 23-24 
 is sponsored by the Mao Dao Family 

for the Parish Community of St. Joseph Basilica 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
World Mission Sunday 
Thursday: Ss. Simon and Jude 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

As a Church and a nation, we are polarized 

and divided. Pope Francis challenges us to 

respond by building a “better kind of politics, 

one truly at the service of the common 

good” (Fratelli Tutti, no. 154). Commit to 

building a Better Kind of Politics by pledging 

charity, clarity, and creativity to promote the 

common good at civilizeit.org. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
civilizeit.org


 

 Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

First Tuesday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

7:00 - 8:00 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica 

Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  
Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions 

Masks Requirement On Basilica Campus 

In compliance with the mandate issued for all Bay 
Area Counties, masks are required indoors, 
regardless of vaccination status, effective August 3, 
2021. All are required to wear face coverings when 
entering the Basilica or any Parish facility. Thank 
you for your cooperation. 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 

9:00 - 9:30 am 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — I will lead the 
people to brooks of water, on a 
level road, so that none shall 
stumble (Jeremiah 31:7-9). 
Psalm — The Lord has done great 
things for us; we are filled with joy 
(Psalm 126). 
Second Reading — It was not 
Christ who glorified himself, but 
rather the one who said to him: 
You are my son: this day I have 
begotten you (Hebrews 5:1-6). 
Gospel — Immediately the blind 
man received his sight and 
followed Jesus on the way (Mark 

10:46-52).  

The English translation of the Psalm 
Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission 
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights 

reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Rom 8:12-17; Ps 68:2, 4, 6

-7ab, 20-21; 

Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25; Ps 126:1b-

6; Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30; Ps 13:4-

6; Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; 

Lk 6:12-16 

Friday: Rom 9:1-5; Ps 147:12-15, 19

-20; Lk 14:1-6 

Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-

29; Ps 94:12-13a, 

14-15, 17-18; Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Sunday: Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; 

Heb 7:23-28; 

Mk 12:28b-34  

October, Holy Month  
of Rosary 

 

Join us for Rosary and  

Eucharistic Adoration on October 

29, 6 - 7 pm,  

Gathering Space 

Thursday Nights Scripture 
Reflection on Zoom 

Join your Parish on Thursday 

nights, 7—8 pm, as we ‘gather’ 

around the Word and experience 

the hope and healing that comes 

from being a Christian Community.  

All are welcome! 

To join or for more information: 

https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays

-scripture-reflections 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 1:30 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

Active Parish Ministries 
(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (In-person, 1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Taize: (In-person, 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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