
 

 

 

1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda, CA 94501 

Email: parish@sjbalameda.org / Phone: 510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/   

Mass Schedule: Weekdays: 8:30 am/ Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm (Vigil) 
        Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Sacrament Of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 3:30 - 4:30 pm,  
or by appointment 

 Saint Joseph Basilica 
  Roman Catholic Church 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  —Mark 2:31 
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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

November is Black Catholic History Month, and so I’d like to take this opportunity to draw 

our attention to this part of our community, which has a beautiful, yet somewhat troubling 

history; troubling, not because of anything anyone in the Black Catholic community ever 

did, but because of what was done to them. The Catholic Church has a lot to own up to. Although we say in the 

Creed that we are a holy Church, the holiness we profess is not our own, but God’s. The Church is made up of 

sinners, called by God to become holy as He is holy, which takes time, and unfortunately, along the way, 

members of the community are often discriminated against from within the community itself. One might hear of 

stories of decades past when blacks and whites worshipped in completely separate parishes, and if they did 

worship together, the black community had to sit in the back of the church and would be made to receive 

Communion last. This is the sad reality of our inclination to sin, but as St. Paul said, “where sin increased, grace 

overflowed all the more” (Romans 5:20), for in the midst of so much division within the Church, saints in the 

black community have been, and are being made. Here are a few to celebrate and to pray to: 

 

Venerable Pierre Toussaint was born in Haiti in 1776 and brought to New York City as a 

slave. Apprenticed to a local hairdresser, Pierre learned the trade quickly and eventually 

worked in the homes of rich women in New York City. When his master died, Pierre 

supported his master’s widow and the other slaves himself, and was freed shortly before the 

widow’s death in 1807. Pierre donated to various charities, generously assisting blacks and 

whites in need. He and his wife opened their home to orphans and educated them. Urged to 

retire and enjoy the wealth he had accumulated, Pierre responded, “I have enough for myself, 

but if I stop working I have not enough for others.” 

 

Servant of God, Mother Mary Lange was born Elizabeth Lange in around 1794 in Santiago 

de Cuba. She received an excellent education and in the early 1800s Elizabeth left Cuba and 

settled in the United States. With the support of her bishop, she founded a religious 

congregation for the education of African American girls, the first congregation of African 

American women religious in the history of the Catholic Church, the Oblate Sisters of 

Providence. 

Venerable Fr. Augustus Tolton was born to two slaves on April 1, 1854. After his father died 

serving in the Civil War, his mother and siblings made their way to Illinois. Unable to enroll in 

the local Catholic School, due to backlash from the local community, the school’s Sisters of 

Notre Dame decided to tutor the Tolton children privately. As Augustus grew older, he began 

displaying an interest in the priesthood. His parish priests encouraged him, and tried without 

success, to enroll him in several diocesan seminaries (because of his race). In 1878, the 

Franciscan College in Quincy accepted him, and two years later he was enrolled at the 

college of the Propaganda Fidei in Rome. Augustus Tolton was ordained on April 24, 1886. 

His first assignment was Saint Joseph’s church in his home town of Quincy, where he served for two years and 

gained enormous respect from many of the German and Irish parishioners. He was later given a parish on the 

south side of the city, which became the center from which he ministered to all the Black Catholics of Chicago. 

 

These are only three of the many Black Catholics who have blessed our Church with examples of courageous 

faith, hope, and love. Let us thank God for providing us with their witness, and for calling us to be His beloved 

children, and each other’s’ brothers and sisters. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

 

Source of biographies: https://www.nbccongress.org/black-catholic-sainthood.html  

https://www.nbccongress.org/black-catholic-sainthood.html


 

Grow in Faith 
with FORMED  

The Catholic Faith 
On Demand 

We would like to remind you that the Parish 

subscribes to FORMED, an online database full 

of Catholic media. If you have not signed-up, 

click https://formed.org/ and follow the steps. 

Search for St. Joseph Basilica. Registration is 

free.  

Gentle Reminder: Please help to clean up the 

pews before you leave at the end of the Mass. 

Return the worship aids to all the entrances of 

the Church, and pick up any trash. This will help 

our Ushers & Greeters to quickly make the 

Church ready for the next Mass. Thank you for 

your cooperation.  

Parish Bulletin - Our weekly bulletin is subsidized 

completely by those companies whose advertisements appear 

on the last page. If you have the opportunity, you may thank 

them in the name of our parish by using their products or 

services. To participate as a sponsor of our bulletin, please 

contact : J.S.Paluch Co. at 800-675-5051 and quote our 

bulletin ID 421600 or, St. Joseph Basilica. 

 

Ongoing News   

 

Safe Environment Training 

Virtus Re-training 

All Parish volunteers are required to complete a mandatory 

Safe Environment/Virtus training prior to volunteering, and 

every 3 years thereafter. If you are a current member of any 

of the St. Joseph ministry and you have completed Virtus 

training between 2017– 2018, retraining is now needed. The 

Diocese has sent a recent reminder to your email on the 

retraining assignment.  Please complete the retraining titled 

“Keeping The Promise” if you have been assigned.  

If you have any questions, please contact Sherley Lim: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org. 

Note: If you have already completed your retraining prior to 

the reminder from the Diocese, please disregard the email. 

 
Mission 

Alignment 
Process  
(MAP)  

 

Survey Open: 
Oct 14 - Nov 22 

 
Click on QR code 
to start the online 

survey. 
 

 

How Is St. Joseph Helping 
You Grow Spiritually? 

Taking the MAP survey will help the 

Parish and our Diocese plan for the 

future and support us in being  the 

best disciples we can be.  

• The online survey will take 10-

15 minutes.   

• If you prefer a paper copy, pick 

one up from the Basilica or 

Parish Office. Return completed 

survey by Nov 15. All responses 

are confidential. 

• Survey is open to all 

parishioners age 16+ 

 

 

Feast Of Faith  

Prayer after Communion 

The rites following the reception of 

Communion are very short. It is as if the 

Church is saying to us that the only way to 

respond to this great gift is to go forth and live 

it! But there are some significant rites yet 

before we are sent forth from the Mass. After 

Communion, we pray together in silence or 

sing a hymn; both are ways to thank God for 

the gift of the Son. Then the priest prays 

another collect, the Prayer after Communion. 

This prayer, usually very short, gathers our 

prayers into one. It reminds us of what we 

have already experienced: in receiving the 

Eucharist, we have received a foretaste of the 

heavenly banquet; we have eaten the bread of 

angels. This reality, this knowledge, should 

transform us, so that we may journey through 

this life with our hearts set on eternal life, and 

find in the Eucharist—which is food from 

heaven and daily bread—the strength and 

hope we need to work toward God’s kingdom 

of justice here and now. —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © 

J. S. Paluch Co.  

Fall Back...  
Don't forget to set your 

clocks back one hour on 

Saturday night so you 

would not be an hour early 

for Mass on Sunday, 

November 7!  

https://formed.org/
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

          Stewardship 

Proud to be Catholic?  
Share the Good News! 
You love Catholicism. You are proud of the works of 

justice and mercy done within our Church for the wider 

community. You are consoled by your faith in times of 

trouble and gratefully aware of God’s love in good times 

and in bad. You probably know others who are 

searching for what you have, so invite them to consider 

the Catholic Church. The Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) is a journey of preparation for the 

sacraments of Baptism and/or Eucharist and 

Confirmation. It begins with “Inquiry,” an informal weekly 

gathering on Wednesday nights to answer basic 

questions and help people discover whether God is 

calling them to Catholicism, 7pm in St. Joseph’s Parish 

Center at 1119 Lafayette Street. (Masks required.) 

Invite your friend, neighbor or family member, and offer 

to come with them. Share the Good News and give a 

precious gift. (Adults who are already baptized are 

welcome to join the ongoing catechesis sessions on 

Tuesday nights.) For information contact Anne Marie at 

510-995-9409 or afourre@sjbalameda.org. 

 

 

Solemnity of All Saints 
Monday, November 1 

Masses: 8:30 am and 7:00 pm 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

     

 Upcoming Events 

  Faith Formation 

Society of St. Vincent DePaul 
St Joseph Conference 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
November 6 – November 20 

Let us give Thanks and 

help our Neighbors in need. 

We are grateful for donations of: 

• Rice (1 to 2 lbs.), Cereal, Soup 
• Spaghetti or other noodles 
• Spaghetti Sauce 
• Crackers, Tuna, Peanut Butter 
• Jelly/Jam and Canned Fruit 

Place your donations in the Red Boxes 

that are near the Basilica doors. 

Note: Thank you to the SJES families who 

are already being asked for food donations. 

 

Shower with Cards 

The holidays are quickly approaching and we would 

like to once again spread the Lord's love and grace to 

our homebound and care home resident brothers and 

sisters. We are collecting cards with heartfelt notes of 

love, encouragement, and holiday cheer to distribute 

the week of Thanksgiving. We have been able to 

distribute over 300 cards every major holiday since the 

pandemic started and would like to continue to do so. If 

you would like to join our mission of holiday cheer, 

please write greetings to "Dear Friend," and sign them 

as "Your Friend at St. Joseph Basilica." If you are 

comfortable signing your name as well, you are 

welcome to do so. Please drop off completed cards to 

the office by Sunday, November 14. We will also be 

looking for volunteers to help hand deliver the cards to 

our nursing homes the week of Thanksgiving. Please 

contact us at: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com with any 

questions or suggestions. As always, thank you for 

being the hands, feet, and heart of Christ!  

 

All Souls Day 
Tuesday, November 2 

Masses: 8:30 am and  7:00 pm 

PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 
The Commemoration of All Faithful Departed falls on 

November 2 each year. Say a prayer for the dead in 

your family and community.  

In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our  

brothers and sisters. In this life you embraced them  

with your tender love; deliver them now from every 

evil and bid them eternal rest. The old order has 

passed away: welcome them into paradise, where 

there will be no sorrow, no weeping or pain, but the 

fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy 

Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 

Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights 
reserved.  

Upcoming Collection 

Maintenance Collection 

November 6/7 

Please help the Parish to 

defray the costs of 

maintaining  the Basilica and 

Grounds. Thank you for your support and 

donations. 

mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com


 

 

Community Prayers   

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Mary Cronin, Mila 

Eugenio, Rino Gacad, Jane Hansen, Lynn 

Agnes Luttinger, Mary Rocca, Amelia Miguel, An 

Nguyen, Julia Landess Petrich, Marlo Polston, 

Arturo & Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. Reyes, 

Michael Ricica and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  

If you like a name added to the Sick List, please 

email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 

  
  
  
  

  Saturday, October 30 

 8:30am †Rosa Betancourt 

5:00pm Vigil 1) †Illuminada B. Lim 

  2) Therese Labugen - Birthday 
  
 

  Sunday, October 31 

 7:30 am  Amparo Ramirez - Birthday 

 9:30 am †Clara Peralta & Joey LoPro 

12:00 pm †Jose & Trinidad Belgica - Death Anniversary 

 7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  

  Monday, November 1 (All Saints) 

 8:30am For People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00 pm For People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Tuesday, November 2 (All Souls) 

 8:30 am †All Souls 

7:00 pm †All Souls 
   
 

8:30am  Wednesday, November 3 

  1) †Lilia A. Viloria 

  2) †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong  
 

  Thursday, November 4 

 8:30 am  †Melquaides Eusebio - Death Anniversary 
 

  Friday, November 5 

 8:30 am 1) †Isabel T. Santos - Birthday Remembrance 

  2) †Michael Macatangay - Death Anniversary 
 

  Saturday, November 6 

 8:30 am †Deceased Members of Legion of Mary 

 5:00 pm Vigil Fernandez & D’Cruz Families 
 

  Sunday, November 7 

 7:30 am Jackson Barnaby Francis - Healing 

 9:30 am Cesar San Buenaventura - Thanksgiving 

 12:00 pm  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm Mario Ramirez - Birthday 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Monday: All Saints 

Tuesday: Commemoration of All the Faithful 

Departed (All Souls’ Day); Election Day 

Wednesday: St. Martin de Porres 

Thursday: St. Charles Borromeo 

Friday: First Friday 

Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday 

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers And/or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the weekly 
Altar Flowers, or one candle for the weekly 
Sanctuary Lamp. Your intention will be printed in 
the weekly bulletin.  Donations for Sanctuary 
Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. To 
sponsor and select a date,  please contact 
Sherley Lim at: secretary@sjbalameda.org, or 
call (510) 995 9420. 

LOVE GOD 

As we near the end of the liturgical year we listen to 

Gospel readings from the final stage of Jesus’ min-
istry—his teaching in Jerusalem. This Sunday Jesus 
is in conversation with one of the scribes of the tem-
ple. In a rare occurrence Jesus and the scribe agree 
on the two greatest commandments—to love God 
with all your being and to love your neighbor as 
yourself. In today’s selection from Deuteronomy Mo-
ses gives this teaching to the Israelites as the core 
of their life of faith and prayer, and Psalm 18 echoes 
this prayer with the words, “I love you, O LORD, my 
strength” (Psalm 18:2). Jews and Christians agree 
that our greatest responsibility is to love the one and 
only God, and that we cannot claim to love God 
without loving our neighbor as ourselves. —Copyright 

© J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Recent Passing 
Benjamin Reyes 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of October 30-31 
 is sponsored by anonymous 

for the Parish Community of St. Joseph Basilica 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 
Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

First Tuesday  
Eucharistic Adoration  

In Vietnamese 

November 2 Adoration is canceled 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica 

Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  
Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions  

Masks Requirement On Basilica Campus 
In compliance with the mandate issued for all Bay Area 
Counties, masks are required indoors, regardless of 
vaccination status, effective August 3, 2021. All are 
required to wear face coverings when entering the 
Basilica or any Parish facility. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 

9:00 - 9:30 am 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — The LORD, the God 

of your fathers, will give you a land 

flowing with milk and honey 

(Deuteronomy 6:2-6). 

Psalm — I love you, Lord, my 

strength (Psalm 18). 

Second Reading — Jesus is always 

able to save those who approach God 

through him (Hebrews 7:23-28). 

Gospel — To love God with all your 

heart and to love your neighbor as 

yourself is worth more than all burnt 

offerings and sacrifices (Mark 12:28b-

34).  
 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from 

the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24:1-6; 1 Jn 

3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12a 

Tuesday: Wis 3:1-9; Ps 23:1-6; Rom 5:5

-11 or 6:3-9; Jn 6:37-40, or any readings 

from no. 668 or from the Masses for the 

Dead, nos. 1011-1016 

Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10; Ps 112:1b-2, 

4-5, 9; Lk 14:25-33 

Thursday: Rom 14:7-12; Ps 27:1bcde, 

4, 13-14;Lk 15:1-10 

Friday: Rom 15:14-21; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 

16:1-8 

Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Ps 

145:2-5, 10-11; Lk 16:9-15 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7-10; 

Heb 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44 [41-44] 

 

Thursday Nights 
Scripture Reflection on 

Zoom 
Join your Parish on Thursday 

nights, 7 - 8 pm, as we ‘gather’ 

around the Word and 

experience the hope and 

healing that comes from being 

a Christian Community.  All are 

welcome! To join or for more 

information: 

https://sjbalameda.org/

thursdays-scripture-reflections 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours for in-person help: 

Monday - Friday:  10 am - 4:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

Active Parish Ministries 
(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (In-person, 1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Taize: (In-person, 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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