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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Keeping up the theme of Black Catholic History Month, I’d like to share a couple more 
saints with you. Speaking of saints, I just want to say how edified I was by Monday’s 
celebration of All Saints Day, and Tuesday’s celebration of All Souls. It was so good to see 
so many of you come to church on a day when you were not strictly obligated to. For me, I 
love those Masses the most; the spiritual energy in the place is always buzzing. 

 
The first saint I would like to share with you is St. Martin de Porres, whose feast day was on 
Wednesday. Martin was born in Peru in 1597 to mixed-race parents. The son of a freed slave 
woman, and rejected by his father, Martin grew up in poverty. He desired to enter the 
Dominican Order, but because of his mixed race he was prevented from doing so, until he was 
eventually admitted as a lay brother. Martin worked tirelessly to serve the poor and sick, which 
flowed from his intense love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. People often referred to him 
as “Martin the charitable.” 
 

Another black Catholic we should all be aware, as she was an American, is Servant of God 
(which means she is on the way to canonization), Sister Thea Bowmam. Born in 1937, Thea 
(born Bertha), was raised in a Methodist household, but desired to become Catholic at the age 
of nine, inspired as she was by the Catholic mission to serve the poor. At the age of 15, she 
entered the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration (are we seeing a theme on the 
Eucharist here???). Through the turbulence of the 60s, to her death in 1990, Sr. Thea was a 
voice for intercultural dialogue, ending racial divisions, and encouragement for all peoples to 
find their active role in the life of the Church. I invite you to watch her incredibly moving 
address to the U.S. Bishops in 1989: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOV0nQkjuoA&t=1s 
 
On a separate note, during this month of November when we remember and pray for all the faithful departed, I’d 
like to again remind the community about the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. On Sunday morning last 
week, I was called to a house to anoint a man who was nearing the end of his earthly life. It was a beautiful visit, 
with his wife and daughter by his side. I learned that he passed away that same evening, on the Eve of All Saints. 
 
Contrary to what many people think, the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is not “last rites.” It pains me when 
families wait until the last moments to call me to come and anoint their family members (if they even call at all). It 
seems that some people think that if they call the priest to anoint their sick loved one that they are somehow 
prematurely sounding the death knell. No, do not hesitate to call for the Anointing of the Sick. 
 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be administered at the moment when someone finds out that 
they are in danger of death, due to sickness or old age, or those preparing for serious surgery. In this Sacrament, 
we are praying for health to be restored. Let us remember that Sacraments are always encounters with Jesus 
Christ, whose ministry was bound up in healing. In this Sacrament we pray for physical health to be restored, but 
also the spiritual strength to endure the suffering brought on by sickness, which can be physical, emotional and 
even spiritual. This is why it is ideal that the anointing take place when the sick person is alert, so that they can 
find consolation in uniting their struggle to Christ’s own, as well as experience strength which comes from the 
Church that prays with them in solidarity. 
 
What this means is that not everyone should receive the Anointing of the Anointing of the Sick. Perhaps we have 
our own spiritual maladies that deplete us and make us feel wounded and frail, but for those who are healthy in 
body, we have the Sacraments of Confession and Eucharist to heal our spiritual wounds. 
 
These Sacraments are a great blessing to us and have helped many people on their road to sanctity. I hope you 
make use of them at the appropriate time. As a reminder, Confession is available on Saturday mornings, after the 
daily Mass, from 9am to 9:30, or until the last person has gone to confession. 
 
With much love, 
Fr. Mario  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOV0nQkjuoA&t=1s


 

FORMED Video Pick: 
Venerable Jerome 
Lejeune: To the Least of 
These My Brothers & 
Sisters 

Video Link: https://watch.formed.org/venerable-
jerome-lejeune-to-the-least-of-these-my-brothers-
sisters 

Venerable Jerome Lejeune, To the Least of These 

my Brothers & Sisters, documents the importance 

of French geneticist Jerome Lejeune's discovery of 

Trisomy 21, the chromosomal anomaly that results 

in Down Syndrome, and his lifelong defense of the 

dignity of the human person. 

Not a FORMED member yet? Sign up for free 

here: https://formed.org/, and follow the steps.  

Search for St. Joseph Basilica. 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

Have you participated in the MAP Survey? 
Take the Survey Online  
Survey Is Open: Oct 14 - Nov 22 

Taking the Mission Alignment Process (MAP) survey 
will help the Parish and our Diocese plan for the future 
and support us in being the best  disciples we can be. 
Questions will reflect your spiritual growth, feedback on 
your parish’s efforts to help you grow and give us 
information about our community. The online survey will 
take 10-15 minutes.  Click on QR code to start the 
survey.  If you prefer a paper copy, pick one up from the 
Basilica or Parish Office. Return completed survey by 
Nov 15. All responses are confidential. Survey is open 
to all parishioners age 16+. 

 

Feast Of Faith  

Concluding Rites 

The Prayer after Communion gives us a glimpse 

of the heavenly banquet, of which we have had a 

foretaste in the Eucharist. The concluding rites 

speak of what we are to do with this great gift of 

God. That includes the parish announcements, 

which are usually given following the Prayer after 

Communion. Believe it or not, the 

announcements, which are not an “official” part of 

the Mass, have been included in the Mass from 

as early as the fifth century! The deacon or the 

homilist - even the bishop - would announce 

coming liturgical celebrations and encourage the 

people to participate. Today’s parish 

announcements include opportunities for prayer, 

service, learning, and community building. They 

should be succinct and should include only 

significant events and activities in the life of the 

parish. But even when they are long and tedious, 

the announcements (and the parish bulletin) flow 

out of the concluding rites of the Mass. They offer 

us ways to live the Eucharist, to become what we 

have received - the Body of Christ, living and 

active in our local community.  —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright 

When the Saints Go Marching In 
Mary and Joseph, St. Clare, St. Josephine Bakhita, St 

Francis and his animals, St Joan of Arc, St. Lorenzo, and St 

Ambrose were all at St. Joseph's on All Hallows Eve. Saints-

in-the-making joined the Family Activity after the 9:30 Mass 

to celebrate All Saints and All Souls Days with crafts and a 

march around the quad. Pictures are available on Facebook 

at https://www.facebook.com/media/set?

vanity=sjbalameda&set=a.4358147774283395. (A special 

thanks to Margo & Frank Diaz and Jenny Dow of the Special 

Needs Inclusion Ministry who helped plan an event that was 

inclusive for all.) The next Family Activity is an Advent theme 

on November 28, open to all families with children. Contact 

Anne Marie if you're interested in helping.  

https://watch.formed.org/venerable-jerome-lejeune-to-the-least-of-these-my-brothers-sisters
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https://formed.org/
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          Stewardship 

 

Society of St. Vincent DePaul 
St Joseph Conference 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
November 6 – November 20 

Let us give thanks and help our 

Neighbors in need.  We are grateful for donations of: 

Rice (1 to 2 lbs.), Cereal, Soup, 
Spaghetti or other noodles 

Spaghetti Sauce. 
Crackers, Tuna, Peanut Butter, 

Jelly/Jam and Canned Fruit 
 

Place your donations in the Red Boxes that are near 
the Basilica doors. 

Note: Thank you to the SJES families who are already 

being asked for a food donations. 

     

 Upcoming Events 

National Vocations Awareness Week 

The Catholic Church in the United States will celebrate 
the 45th annual National Vocation Awareness Week 
from November 7-13, 2021. During this week, dioceses 
across the United States will hold events to foster an 
appreciation for vocations and pray specifically for those 
discerning a call to ordained ministry and consecrated 
life.  In his message for the 58th annual World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations, Pope Francis offered St. Joseph, 
the foster father of Jesus, as a model for vocational 
discernment. “Amid all these upheavals, [St. Joseph] 
found the courage to follow God’s will. So too in a 
vocation: God’s call always urges us to take a first step, 
to give ourselves, to press forward. There can be no faith 
without risk. Only by abandoning ourselves confidently to 
grace, setting aside our own programs and comforts, can 
we truly say “yes” to God,” he said, and exhorted the 
Church to look to St. Joseph as an “outstanding example 
of acceptance of God’s plans.”  

Please ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy priests, 
deacons, and consecrated men and women. May they 
be inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by our faith 
community, and respond generously to God's gift of 
vocation.  

Prayer for Vocations 

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and 
women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, 
deacons, and consecrated persons. Send your Holy 
Spirit to help others to respond generously and 
courageously to your call. May our community of faith 
support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth and 
young adults. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 

Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, 

DC. All rights reserved. 

In observance of Veterans Day, the Parish Office will be 

closed on Thursday, November 11, and will re-open on 

Friday, November 12. 

Shower with Cards 
The holidays are approaching, we would like to once 
again spread the Lord's love and grace to our 
homebound and care home resident brothers and 
sisters. We are collecting cards with heartfelt notes of 
love, encouragement, and holiday cheer to distribute 
the week of Thanksgiving. We have been able to 
distribute over 300 cards every major holiday since the 
pandemic started and would like 
to continue to do so. If you would 
like to join our mission of holiday 
cheer, please write greetings to 
"Dear Friend," and sign them as 
"Your Friend at St. Joseph 
Basilica." If you are comfortable 
signing your name as well, you 
are welcome to do so. Please 
drop off the completed cards 
by Sunday, November 14.  You can place the cards in 
the box set up outside the Parish Office. We will also be 
looking for volunteers to help hand deliver the cards to 
our nursing homes the week of Thanksgiving. As 
always, thank you for being the hands, feet, and heart 
of Christ!  

To get involved with this Ministry, contact us at: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com.  

Seniors’ Fellowship Gathering 

There will be a special Mass for the seniors of our Parish 
Community, followed by a fellowship gathering hosted 
by our Pastoral Care Ministry, on Saturday, November 
27 at 11:30 am. Please contact Fr. Sunil, 510-301 5975, 
email: sunil@sjbalameda.org for details. 

Memorial Prayer Service For The Dead 
November 19, 6 - 7 pm, Basilica 

Please join us at a Prayer 
Service to remember the 
dead on November 19.   
During the month of 
November, you are also 
invited to place a photo (no 
larger then 8 x 10) of a 
deceased loved ones in the niche, or write their names 
in the Book of Life, until Thanksgiving.  (Please 
remember to pick up the photo by November 22). 

mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Community Prayers    
 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Mary 

Cronin, Mila Eugenio, Rino Gacad, 

Jane Hansen, Amelia Miguel, An 

Nguyen, Marlo Polston, Arturo & 

Dalmacio Quinto, Mary Rocca, 

Nory A. Reyes, Michael Ricica and 

Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 

added to the Sick List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 

9420.  

       

  Saturday, November 6 

 8:30am †Deceased Members of Legion of Mary 

5:00pm Vigil Fernandez & D’Cruz Families 
  
 

  Sunday, November 7 

 7:30 am  Jackson Barnaby Francis - healing 

 9:30 am Cesar San Buenaventura - Thanksgiving 

12:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm Mario Ramirez - Birthday  
 

  

  Monday, November 8 

 8:30am 1)†Eugenio Hernandez 

  2) †For All Souls (intention of Christine D’Cruz) 
 

  Tuesday, November 9 

 8:30 am An Nguyen - 90th Birthday 

  Lorrie Proctor - Birthday 
   
 

8:30am  Wednesday, November 10 

  An Nguyen – Special Intention 
 

  Thursday, November 11 

 8:30 am  †Encarnacion A. Velasquez 
 

  Friday, November 12 

 8:30 am †Francis Xavier Nghia Nguyen & Deceased 
  Family Members of Nguyen Family 
 

  Saturday, November 13 

 8:30 am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2)McGaugh Family 

 5:00 pm Vigil †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 
 

  Sunday, November 14 

 7:30 am 1)†Matt Gabel 

  2)Michael Wright - thanksgiving 

 9:30 am †Olivia & Patricia Gomez 

 12:00 pm  Louis Cayetano Torres - Birthday 

 7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Daylight Saving Time ends; 

National Vocation Awareness Week 

Tuesday: The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

Wednesday: St. Leo the Great 

Thursday: St. Martin of Tours; Veterans Day 

Friday: St. Josaphat 

Saturday: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of Nov 6/7 is lit 
in remembrance of all departed Souls 

(sponsored by anonymous) 

Many live like angels in the midst of the world. Why not you? 

— St. Josemaria Escriva 

Reflection: The Poor 

As Christians, we hear a lot about the witness and 

service that we are called to render to the poor 

among us. However, the poor also have a witness 

and a service to render to us. Like the actions of the 

widow in today’s Gospel, the openness and 

generosity of many of those who are poor, even in 

the midst of their own poverty, bear witness to the 

fact that, ultimately, we can depend only on God. 

Giving one’s all witnesses that God will give all to 

anyone who trusts in divine goodness. 

The poor or disadvantaged also serve. They serve 

judgment on our individual and corporate ways of 

acting. If people are sleeping in our streets, that is a 

judgment on our priorities regarding others. At the 

same time, the poor can act as mediators of 

salvation. When they care for others they can 

redeem our indifference and insensibility, lead us to 

care as well, and save us from ourselves. 

—Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

The LORD keeps faith forever, 

secures justice for the oppressed, 

gives food to the hungry. 

— Psalm 146:7 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration In 
Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions  

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 

9:00 - 9:30 am 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The widow of Zarephath had only a 
handful of flour and a little oil, but made a little cake 
for Elijah (1 Kings 17:10-16). 

Psalm — Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm 146). 

Second Reading — Christ will appear a second time 
to bring salvation to those who eagerly await him 
(Hebrews 9:24-28). 

Gospel — Beware of those who like to go around in 

long robes and accept greetings in the marketplaces 
and places of honor at banquets (Mark 12:38-44 [41-
44]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass 
© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Wis 1:1-7; Ps 139:1b-10; Lk 17:1-6 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 

1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 

Wednesday: Wis 6:1-11; Ps 82:3-4, 6-7; Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday: Wis 7:22b — 8:1; Ps 119:89-91, 130, 135, 

175; Lk 17:20-25 

Friday: Wis 13:1-9; Ps 19:2-5ab; Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday: Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 

42-43; Lk 18:1-8 

Sunday: Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8-11; 

Heb 10:11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32 

 
Thursday Nights  

Scripture Reflection 
on Zoom 

Join your Parish on Thursday 

nights, 7 - 8 pm, as we ‘gather’ 

around the Word and experience 

the hope and healing that comes 

from being a Christian Community.   

All are welcome! To join or for more information: 

https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections 

Faith Formation “On Demand”  
Adult formation opportunities are available year-round.  

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is always 

open for those seeking greater meaning to life through 

encounter with Jesus.  Those who have never been 

baptized or have basic questions about Christianity are 

invited to Inquiry Wednesday at 7pm in the Parish Center.  

Those ready for the next step participate in other offerings. 

Currently we have one adult preparing for baptism, two 

baptized in another Christian tradition who will be received 

into full communion of the Catholic Church, and three 

Catholics preparing for Confirmation as adults. Please 

keep them all in your prayers, and invite others to join this 

journey.   Are you looking for a way to get more out of 

Sunday Mass?  Join us on Zoom 7pm Thursday nights for 

Scripture Reflection on the upcoming Gospel. A prepared 

reflection is offered by a presenter such as Eric Bertelsen 

or SJND theology teacher Anna Adams followed by group 

sharing. Link and info at https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-

scripture-reflections. And FORMED offers spiritually 

enriching videos, talks and audio books for all ages on 

your iPad, phone or computer; access the parish’s 

subscription at no cost on www.formed.org. 

 Faith Formation  - Ongoing 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
http://www.formed.org


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 4:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

Active Parish Ministries 
(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (In-person, 1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Taize: (In-person, 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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