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Sacrament Of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 3:30 - 4:30 pm,  
or by appointment 

 Saint Joseph Basilica 
  Roman Catholic Church 
 

mailto:parish@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/


 

 

Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

This last week the Church asked us to focus on vocations by giving us National Vocation 
Awareness Week. We didn’t explicitly mention this at Sunday Mass, but I did mention that the 
attitude of the poor widow from that Gospel passage, the one who Jesus tells us gave “her 
whole livelihood,” depicts the proper attitude we must adopt in order to fulfill our shared 
vocation, which is to be a saint. To give one’s livelihood does not mean that we have to give 
away our life savings and live a life of poverty. What it does mean is that we turn over to God 
anything that prevents us following His commandments, the greatest of which is to love Him with our whole soul, mind 
and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves (from the Gospel for the 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Mark 12:30). This 
love is the foundation of the life of the saint. Love is the very reason we were created, to be loved by God and to love 
Him in return. Yet, we often lose sight of what this word means; it is over-used or used entirely incorrectly. How often do 
we say things like, I love pizza, or I love to play golf? What does love truly mean? What does it look like? Let me give 
you a practical example. 

This past Monday, 19 women from the Missionaries of Charity came to the Basilica for daily Mass. This is the religious 
order that Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta started in the late 1940s. The story of the founding of this order is what 
Mother Teresa called, “the call within the call,” (or, the vocation within the vocation). She had been a member of the 
Sisters of Loreto, working in a well-to-do school in India, when she received the inspiration to leave this order and begin 
working with the poor. The rest of the story is history. The women who came to our church on a pilgrimage for the Year 
of St. Joseph have followed in Mother Teresa’s footsteps to live with, and to serve, the poorest of the poor. This is how 
they are called to fulfill their vocation to love; this is how God has destined them to become saints, by turning their lives 
over to God so that they may be used to help others. That is love, the conscious decision to choose what is best for 
someone else. Pray for these women, who come from all over the Americas, as they continue to discern God’s plan for 
their lives. 

Let us remember too that God has called one of St. Joseph’s own to the religious life. Clare Mahr (the daughter of one 
of our first-year Confirmation teachers, Ernie, and wife Noriko, and sister to Rosa), entered the Dominican Sisters of 
Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, last year. This should serve as a reminder that vocations, whether to the religious life, 
married life, single life or Holy Orders, do not spring up out of thin air, but come from families and communities that 
witness to the joy that comes from knowing the love of God. This is an essential part of our mission as Catholics, to 
encourage each other as we all discover and live out, our own individual vocations. It is critical for us to help one 
another discern these vocations because they are the path to our ultimate vocation, love, and without living the life of 
love, which is the life of the saint, we cannot know the life of heaven. 

So, let us continue to support one another, especially by making the loving invitation to those who have fallen away 
from the regular practice of our faith to return to the fold and attend Sunday Mass. To attend Sunday Mass, especially 
bringing your children to Mass, is the very least we can do as Catholics. Yes, getting the family ready for Mass can be 
difficult, but it is at Mass where the love of Jesus Christ is received in the Eucharist, which is the “source and summit” of 
our faith. It is Jesus Christ in the Eucharist who guides us on our way and gives our lives their definitive direction: the 
joy and peace that comes only from knowing Him and His love. Don’t believe that? Just look at the faces of those who 
have given their livelihoods to Him. 

With much love, 
Fr. Mario 



 

FORMED 
Movie Pick: 
The Jeweller's Shop:  

A Modern Mystery by 
Pope John Paul II 

Video Link: https://watch.formed.org/the-jeweller-s-
shop-a-modern-mystery-by-pope-john-paul-ii 

Based on Pope John Paul II's best-selling book, 

this film tells of the struggles and triumphs in the 

marriages of three couples. A mysterious Jeweller 

(Burt Lancaster) acts as a mystical advisor to the 

couples, encouraging them to keep love at the 

center of their lives. Beautifully filmed with an 

outstanding cast that includes Olivia Hussey and 

Ben Cross. John Paul II called it "the best possible 

film based on my play." 

Not a FORMED member yet? Sign up for free here: 

https://formed.org/, and follow the steps.  Search 

for St. Joseph Basilica. 

All God’s Children Charismatic Prayer 
Group, Monday Mornings, 9 - 11 am 

The Ministry is a scripture-based intercessory Community 

that meets to praise, worship and honor our God, and 

opening to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit.  The 

Group meet in-person for prayers every Monday, 9 - 11 am at 

the Parish Center.  Drop-ins are welcome! 

 

Ongoing News   

Have you participated in the MAP Survey? 
Let’s reach 100% participation by November 22! 

Survey responses will affect the recommendations for our 
parish and the diocese at large and your participation is 
IMPORTANT! Questions will reflect your spiritual growth, 
feedback on your parish’s efforts to help you 
grow and give us information about our 
community. The online survey will take 10-15 
minutes. To participate, log into the link: 
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/
kggad2, or scan the QR code to start the 
survey.  If you prefer a paper copy, pick one 
up from the Basilica or Parish Office. Return 
completed survey by Nov 15. All responses are confidential. 
Survey is open to all parishioners age 16+. 

 

Feast Of Faith  

Blessing and Dismissal 

At the beginning of Mass, the priest made the sign 

of the cross with us. At the conclusion of Mass, he 

makes the sign of the cross over us, a sign of 

blessing. We are then dismissed - not just let out, 

but sent forth with a mission “to love and serve the 

Lord.” Just as Jesus blessed his disciples as he 

ascended to heaven, so this leave-taking is joined 

to a blessing, a prayer for God’s continuing 

protection. As we leave the church, we bear the 

invisible sign of the Master whom we follow. In the 

words of an ancient letter to Diognetus, “Christians 

are indistinguishable from other [people] either by 

nationality, language, or customs. They do not 

inhabit separate cities of their own, or speak a 

strange dialect, or follow an outlandish way of life. . 

. . And yet, there is something extraordinary about 

their lives” (Liturgy of the Hours, Vol. II, p. 840). 

We are ordinary people sent forth to live 

extraordinary lives, lives like Christ’s own life—

pouring ourselves out for others in prayer, service, 

and love. 

     

 Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Prayer Service For The Dead 
Friday, November 19, 6—7pm, Basilica 

Please join us at the prayer service to remember the dead 
during the month of November where we pray in a special 

way for the souls of the faithful departed. 

Taize In The Basilica 
Friday, November 19, 8—9 pm 

Taizé is an ecumenical candlelit service composed of music, 
prayer, scripture and silent worship.  

(Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland) 

 

Thanksgiving Mass 
Thursday, November 25, 10 am, Quad 

Note: There is no 8:30 am Mass 

Seniors Fellowship Gathering 

Saturday, November 27, 11:30 am 

Please contact Fr. Sunil for details/registration: 510.301 5975. 

https://watch.formed.org/the-jeweller-s-shop-a-modern-mystery-by-pope-john-paul-ii
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          Stewardship 

Shower with Cards Christmas Campaign 

Shower with Cards Christmas Campaign 
Many thanks to the generous card writers who made 
Thanksgiving that much brighter for our homebound 
parishioners and care home residents! We welcome 
your talents to continue blessing our brothers and sister 
in the Advent/Christmas season. Please join us in 
writing Christmas cards to "Dear Friend," and sign 
"Your Friend from St. Joseph Basilica." We will be 
collecting cards in the Office until Sunday, December 
19. If you need blank Christmas cards, please contact 
us, as we have an abundance to share with our 
volunteers. We will also be hosting a Volunteer Work 
Day in the Parish Center on Saturday, December 11 

from 10a to 1p. We will be making 26 No
-Sew fleece blankets and assembling an 
additional 115 Christmas bundles of hats 
for our care home residents. Please 
contact us at 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com or call 
510-332-9940, so we know how many 
volunteers to expect on that day. Thank 
you for blessing so many with your spirit 
of Christmas! 

Welcome the Stranger Update 
Our new family from 

Afghanistan is settling 

beautifully into their new 

life in Alameda! After 

Anna Rossi spoke at 

each of the Masses and 

with the family’s 

permission, we wanted 

to introduce this 

remarkable family. 

Dad and Mom are 

strong and resilient. They have a 10-year-old son and 2 

daughters, ages 7 and almost 5. The children are 

bright, curious, and happily enrolled in school. The boy 

loves to play soccer and the girls love to paint and 

color. It is so amazing how quickly they are learning 

English. 

We are making a plea for donations of working cars. 

This new family will need transportation when dad 

passes the driving test. And, one of our previous 

families was in an accident. His car was totaled when 

he was broadsided and he relies on reliable 

transportation to support his family as an Uber/Lyft 

driver. Thankfully, he was not hurt! 

Our family and the whole “Welcome the Stranger “ 

team want to thank you for all your support. 

(Note: Please contact Anna Rossi with donations 

question: amrossi1238@aol.com) 

T 
wo opportunities to support our parish 
community who is in need this holiday season: 

 Angel Giving Project (Oct 1– Dec 5) 

 SVdP Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive  
        (Nov 6 - 20) 

Visit Parish website: sjbalameda.org on how to support 
the projects. 

Upcoming Collection 

Next week our special collection will support the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development. More 

than thirty-eight million people in the United States live 

in poverty. This collection supports programs that 

empower people to identify and address the obstacles 

they face as they work to bring permanent and positive 

change to their communities. Learn more about the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development at 

www.CCHDEastBay.org. 

 

2022 Parish Calendars 

The calendars are ready for pick up from the Parish 

Office, Monday - Friday, from 9 am - 4 pm. We are 

requesting for a donation of $1.00 per calendar to 

help with the costs of printing.  Thank you. 

Stewardship Prayer 

Gracious God, 

So often you attempt to offer us a peaceful awareness 

of your presence. 

It is always there, but often we do not slow down 

enough to become aware of it. 

Help us to slow down and appreciate the gift of your 

presence, and come to a deeper understanding of the 

movement of your Spirit in our lives. 

Help us recognize those moments when you rescued 

us, healed us, and reconciled us. 

Increase our trust in you, and show us how to reach 

beyond ourselves to minister to others, 

and be better stewards and sacraments of your 

presence each day. 

We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Support Our Local Advertisers Or 
Bulletin Advertisement 

Placing an ad in our bulletin raises visibility for your 

business in the community and at the same time 

support the costs of the printing of our parish bulletin.  

We thank all our current and future advertisers for their 

support.  (See the back page of the Bulletin for 

information on how to place an ad) 

mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
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Community Prayers    

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, 

Mary Cronin, Mila Eugenio, Rino 

Gacad, Jane Hansen, Mary 

Rocca, Amelia Miguel, An 

Nguyen, Marlo Polston, Arturo & 

Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. Reyes, 

Michael Ricica and Ramon N. 

Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 

added to the Sick List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 

9420.  

November Infant 
Baptism 
 

Congratulations and 

welcome: 

Emilia Isabel Reyes, 

Maxwell Rubio Simien, Ciaràn Eamonn 

Corcoran and Elodie Marie Sanchez 

into our community of faith in Jesus Christ.  

Please keep the children, their parents and 

godparents in your prayers.  

(Communal Infant baptism is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month at all the Masses.  

For Infant Baptism process information, 

contact Sherley: secretary@sjbalameda.org, 

or visit our website: sjbalameda.org). 

       

  Saturday, November 13 

 8:30am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2) McGaugh Family 

5:00pm Vigil Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 
  
 

  Sunday, November 14 

 7:30 am  1)†Matt Gabel  

  2)Michaela Wright - Thanksgiving 

 9:30 am †Olivia & Patricia Gomez 

12:00 pm Louis Cayetano Torres - Birthday 

 7:00 pm People of the Parish - living and deceased 
 

  

  Monday, November 15 

 8:30am †Louis Vanderheid 
 

  Tuesday, November 16 

 8:30 am †Eardly & Esther Jackson 

  Wednesday, November 17 

8:30 am Aireen & Michael Choy  

  - 25th Wedding Anniversary 

  Thursday, November 18 

 8:30 am  1)†Trinidad Ramirez Bigayan 

  2) Cecilia Mulligan - Birthday 
 

  Friday, November 19 

 8:30 am Josephine Alegre - Birthday 

 

  Saturday, November 20 

 8:30 am 1)†Jose Belgica - Birthday remembrance 

  2) Dr. Teddy Eusebio Jr - Birthday 

 5:00 pm Vigil Aireen & Michael Choy  

  - 25th Wedding Anniversary 
 

  Sunday, November 21 

 7:30 am People of Parish - living and deceased 

 9:30 am Harnett Family - living and deceased 

 12:00 pm  1)†Eugenia Tiangha 

  2)†Herb Robles 

 7:00 pm Isabelita Zamora - birthday  

  Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday: St. Albert the Great 

Tuesday: St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude 

Wednesday: St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

Thursday: Dedication of the Basilicas of Ss. Peter 

and Paul; St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 

Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of Nov 13/14 is lit 
for all Souls in Purgatory 
(sponsored by anonymous) 

 

 

Recent Passing 
Ricardo ‘Rick’ Mejia 

May our Lord bless and comfort the Family 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration In 
Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions  

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 

9:00 - 9:30 am 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Those who lead the many to justice 

shall be like the stars forever (Daniel 12:1-3). 

Psalm — You are my inheritance, O Lord! (Psalm 16). 

Second Reading — Where there is forgiveness, there 

is no longer offering for sin (Hebrews 10:11-14, 18). 

Gospel — Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away (Mark 13:24-32). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass 

© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; 

Ps 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158; 

Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31; Ps 3:2-7; Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b, 15; 

Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15; 

Lk 19:41-44 or (for the memorial of the 

Dedication) Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; 

Ps 98:1-6; Mt 14:22-33 

Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chr 29:10bcd, 

11-12; Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13; Ps 9:2-4, 6, 16, 19; 

Lk 20:27-40 

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Rv 1:5-8; 

Jn 18:33b-37  

Thursday Nights  
Scripture Reflection 

on Zoom 
Join your Parish on Thursday 

nights, 7 - 8 pm, as we ‘gather’ 

around the Word and experience 

the hope and healing that comes 

from being a Christian Community.   

All are welcome! To join or for more information: 

https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections 

What’s Up with Faith Formation? 

You may have noticed more activity around the parish in 

the past few months. For example, today (November 14) 

teens in their first year of preparing for Confirmation have 

class in the morning and then attend the noon Mass, those 

in their second year of preparation have class this evening 

and participate in the 7pm Mass, and some help with the 

9:30 Mass. For children not attending St. Joseph 

Elementary School, those preparing for First Reconciliation 

and Eucharist are in class with their parents this morning 

and families with children age 4 through Junior High gather 

today (or tonight) for the monthly in-person Whole Family 

Catechesis group session to explore the Creed, in addition 

to weekly homeschooling. Three adults are preparing to 

become Catholic and others who are already Catholic are 

getting ready to celebrate Reconciliation and Eucharist for 

the first time and/or Confirmation. (Newcomers are always 

welcome.) In two weeks EVERYONE whether in Faith 

Formation or not is invited to the new monthly Parish 

Family Activity, a social gathering with a liturgical theme. 

Mark your calendar for November 28 to celebrate Advent 

with activities for the young and the young at heart. If you 

have questions, contact Anne Marie at 510-995-9409 or 

afourre@sjbalameda.org. 

        Faith Formation  - Ongoing 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 4:00pm, for in-person help 
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

Active Parish Ministries 
(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (In-person, 1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org (In-person, Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, Parish Center) 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Taize: (In-person, 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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