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  Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear Friends, 

We celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, or 

Christ the King on the last Sunday of each liturgical year. The feast was instituted 

in 1925 by Pope Pius XI, on a realization that there is an attempt to thrust Jesus 

Christ and His precepts out of public life across many nations and communities. 

 

The kingship of Christ is rooted in the mystery of the Incarnation. He as God and man is united to 

Trinitarian God and reigns over all creatures. Thus to Him, all authority and power and dominion 

belong.  All are called to recognize and be subjected to this authority.  Governments and ruling 

coalitions come and go, but Christ as Universal King remains, and for one who believes He shall reign 

forever.  

 

Our religious freedom gives us the option to believe whatever we want and to keep secrets about our 

faith and its practices. In such context, the solemnity invites us to acknowledge the reign of Christ not 

only privately but also in public. Jesus Christ “is the very truth, and it is from Him that truth must be 

obediently received by all mankind” (Quas Primas, 7). It is an encouragement to celebrate and live out 

our faith in public. 

 

The Church calls us to acknowledge Christ’s kingship with our whole lives. Just like we love the Lord our 

God with all our hearts, minds, souls, and body (Mk 12:30), we let Christ reign: in our minds enabling us 

to affirm the revealed truths and doctrines; in our hearts as a desire to love God above all things; in our 

wills prompting obedience to his precepts; in our bodies turning it into the temple of God; in our 

communities as the expression of unity and service; in our universe preserving the order and beauty of 

creation. Through the celebration of the Solemnity of Christ the King, we declare to the world and 

remind ourselves that Jesus is the Lord of the Church and of the entire universe. 

 

Some questions linger for our reflections: Is Jesus still relevant for our society? Does our faith make 

meaning for the younger generations? How will the kingdom of God be visible? How can I make Christ 

the King meaningful for me? 

 

Blessings, 

Fr. Sunil Orathel 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
Laudato si': Caring for our common home - a renewed call to action 

Pope Francis has invited the whole world to take up with renewed vigor the challenge of rescuing and 
caring for the earth which is our Common Home. This action platform is meant to help those who want 
to increase their commitment to bringing Laudato Si to life by promoting a set of actions over a period of 
seven years. You take steps, but you take them with your family - so you can foster change among 
those around you. 

To learn more about Laudato Si: https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/about/ 

 

Our relationship with the environment can never be isolated from our relationship with others and with 
God  —Pope Francis 

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/about/


 

Have you participated in the Diocesan/MAP 
online survey? 

Let’s reach 100% participation by November 22! 

The online survey will take 10-15 minutes.  Log into the 

link: https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/

survey/kggad2, or scan the QR code on 

your smart phone to start the online 

survey.  Questions will reflect your 

spiritual growth, feedback on your parish’s 

efforts to help you grow and give us 

information about our community. All responses are 

confidential. Survey is open to all parishioners age 16+. 

 

Feast Of Faith  

 
Treasures From Our Tradition 

Procession 

“The Mass is ended, go in peace.” At the 

beginning of Mass, the ministers entered in 

solemn procession, an emblem of the diverse 

community that comes together around the altar 

each week to celebrate the Eucharist. As Mass 

ends, another procession forms and the ministers 

go forth from the church. This concluding 

procession also acts as an emblem of the entire 

assembly, who, nourished by the Eucharist, will 

now go forth to our scattered homes and places 

of work to be a transforming leaven of the gospel 

in the world. At the beginning of Mass, the priest 

kissed the altar as a sign of greeting, a gesture of 

reverence for Christ. Now, the priest reverences 

the altar again, this time in a gesture of farewell. 

We gather our things and go forth as we 

entered—but not quite. Through our celebration of 

the Eucharist, we have renewed our commitment 

to the service of Christ our King, and we go forth 

nourished, strengthened, renewed—changed. 

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Feast of Christ the King 

Despite the fact that the feast of Christ the King was 

established less than a century ago, it has already undergone 

a shift in focus. When Pope Pius XI established this feast in 

1925, nationalism and fascism were on the rise. The pope 

intended that it be a “vehicle for spiritual teaching,” one that 

would recognize the ultimate authority of Christ's overall 

political and social scheming. The last Sunday of October 

was chosen as the date for the feast because of its proximity 

to the feast of All Saints, those men, and women who bore 

witness to Christ’s reign in so many different ways. 

The calendar reforms of 1969 moved the feast to the last 

Sunday of the liturgical year. There, in the context of 

November’s focus on the end times, Christ’s second coming 

at the end of all time is highlighted. The threefold cycle of 

readings also expands our imaginations in regard to this 

feast. In this year’s Gospel, Christ stands before Pilate, 

whose own power blinds him to the truth of the Lord’s 

kingdom. In a world where oppression still holds sway over 

too many people, this feast is somehow still as timely as 

when Pope Pius XI first established it. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

FORMED Movie Pick: 
Link: https://
watch.formed.org/videos/
blessed-duns-scotus-
defender-of-the-immaculate-conception 

Blessed Duns Scotus: Defender of the 
Immaculate Conception 
(Movie Time:1h 23m) 

The inspiring true story of the holy Franciscan 
priest and theologian who won a famous debate 
against the Dominicans in the thirteenth century, 
in which he defended Our Lady's great privilege of 
her Immaculate Conception. He laid the 

groundwork for the Church to define that as a 
dogma of the Catholic Faith. Filmed in beautiful 
ancient 
monastery 
locations in 
Europe, Scotus 
is revealed as a 
humble and 
courageous 
apostle of the 
Faith against the 
oppressive anti-Catholic government in power. 
His public defense of the papacy as the head of 
the Church eventually got him thrown out of the 
country.  

Not a FORMED member yet? Sign up for free 

here: https://formed.org/, and follow the steps.  

Search for St. Joseph Basilica. 

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/kggad2
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/kggad2
https://formed.org/


 

                 Stewardship 

     

 Upcoming Events 

On-Line Giving...As a parish, we strive to be 

good stewards of our resources. Many families have 

moved away from envelopes and are now using Faith 

Direct to fulfill their generous stewardship 

commitments to our parish and the wider church 

through electronic donations. We have also found that 

many are not using their envelopes that we mail out. 

Help us to reduce our envelope and postage expense 

and at the same time support 

St. Joseph Basilica in a secure 

and convenient way by 

enrolling with Faith Direct. 

Please enroll in this program 

by visiting faith.direct/CA702 

to enroll securely on line.  

Need help registering or for more details, contact our 

business manager, Stan Schonberg: 510-995 9411, or 

email: business@sjbalameda.org. 

May God bless your stewardship to our parish 

community.  

25 

CCHD: Working on the Margins for 
Over 50 Years 
For over 50 years, the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development has worked on the margins by 

supporting groups that defend worker rights, promote 

responsible environmental practices, advocate for 

people with disabilities and immigrants, and support 

employee-owned businesses. On November 20- 21, 

many dioceses across the United States will take up 

the collection to support CCHD. When you participate 

in this collection, you help fight poverty nationwide 

and in your community because 25 percent of your 

contribution stays in your diocese to help local 

antipoverty initiatives. To learn more about CCHD, 

please find collection resources and the most current 

annual report here: https://www.usccb.org/cchd/

collection. (Envelopes can be found at the doors) 

Thanksgiving Mass, 10 am @ Quad 

Thursday 

(Note: No 8:30 am Mass) 

25 

Shower with Cards Christmas Campaign 

Many thanks to the generous card writers who made 

Thanksgiving that much brighter for our homebound 

parishioners and care home residents! We welcome your 

talents to continue blessing our brothers and sister in the 

Advent/Christmas season. Please join us in writing 

Christmas cards to "Dear Friend," and sign "Your Friend 

from St. Joseph Basilica." We will be collecting cards in 

the Office until Sunday, December 19. If you need blank 

Christmas cards, please contact us, as we have an 

abundance to share with our volunteers. We will also be 

hosting a Volunteer Work Day in the Parish Center on 

Saturday, December 11 from 10am to 1pm. We will be 

making 26 No-Sew fleece blankets and assembling an 

additional 115 Christmas bundles of hats for our care 

home residents. Please contact us at 

sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com or call 510.332.9940, so 

we know how many volunteers to expect on that day. 

Thank you for blessing so many with your spirit of 

Christmas! 

Parish Family Activity For Advent 
Sunday November 28, 10:45 to 11:45 am 

The young and the young at heart are invited to join the 

Family Advent Activity following the 9:30 Mass next week. 

Meet in the SJND Quad (or Notre Dame Hall if the 

weather does not cooperate) to make ornaments for a 

Jesse Tree (the parish’s or your own), create a paper 

Advent wreath, and discover ways to enrich your family’s 

celebration of the Advent season. Advent wreaths will be 

available for purchase. More information available at 

https://sjbalameda.org/family-activity-Advent  

 

Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

The Parish Office will be closed in observance of the 

holiday on Wednesday, November 24 at noon, and 

reopen on Monday, November 29 at 9 am. We wish our 

Parish Community a very blessed and safe holiday. 

Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, please grant us 

continued graces and blessing throughout the coming 

year. This we ask in the Name of Jesus, Your Son and 

our Brother. Amen. 

Concert: The Three Bach of Christmas 

By Soli Deo Gloria Choir 

Sunday, December 5, 3:30 pm, Basilica 
The Soli Deo Gloria is a San Francisco Bay Area 

auditioned choir dedicated to the performance of 

masterworks of the sacred repertoire in a concert 

setting.  The choir’s members are drawn from six Bay 

Area counties.   

Please see flyers in the Basilica for information on 

how to purchase tickets to attend the Concert, or 

order online: www.sdgloria.org 

faith.direct/CA702
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
https://www.usccb.org/cchd/collection
https://www.usccb.org/cchd/collection
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
https://sjbalameda.org/family-activity-Advent
http://www.sdgloria.org


 

 

Community Prayers    

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Bautista, Dwayne Eugene 

Brown, Nia Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, Mila 

Eugenio, Rino Gacad, Jane Hansen, Mary Rocca, 

Amelia Miguel, An Nguyen, Marlo Polston, 

Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. Reyes, Michael Ricica 

and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 

added to the Sick List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

       

  Saturday, November 20 

 8:30am 1)†Jose Belgica - Birthday Remembrance 

  2) Dr. Teddy Eusebio - Birthday 

5:00pm Vigil Aireen & Michael Choy  

  - 25th Wedding Anniversary 
  
 

  Sunday, November 21 

 7:30 am  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 9:30 am Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm 1)†Eugenia Tiangha 

  2)†Herb Robles 

 7:00 pm Isabelita Zamora - birthday 
 

  

  Monday, November 22 

 8:30am †Teodora Manuntag 
 

  Tuesday, November 23 

 8:30 am 1)†Omega Family 

  2)†Patricia Jackson 
 
   

8:30am  Wednesday, November 24 

  †Deceased Members of Eusebio &  

  Belgica Families 
 

  Thursday, November 25 

  (Thanksgiving) 

 10:00 am  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Friday, November 26 

 8:30 am 1) Ramirez Family 

  2)Erlinda Gacad - Birthday 

 

  Saturday, November 27 

 8:30 am 1)†Christina Goodman 

  2)†Ronald Narito 

 5:00 pm Vigil †John Pysz 

  Sunday, November 28 

  (First Day of Advent) 

 7:30 am †George Goulet - Birthday Remembrance 

 9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 12:00 pm  Lim & Thong Families - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm 1)†David McGaffey 

  2)†John Pickard 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe 

Monday: Thirty-fourth or Last Week in Ordinary 

Time; St. Cecilia 

Tuesday: St. Clement I; St. Columban; Bl. Miguel 

Agustín Pro 

Wednesday: St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc & Companions 

Thursday: Thanksgiving Day; St. Catherine of 

Alexandria 

Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary  

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of Nov 20/21 is lit 
for all Souls in Purgatory 
(sponsored by anonymous) 

 

Recent Passing 
Rose Freitas, Estelita Obis Sanchez 

and Aurora Hernandez 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Families 

during this time of grief, 

Rest In Peace. 

Reminder — if you have photos of your 

beloved dead ones displayed in the Basilica’s 

niche, please pick them up by November 22. 

Or, the Parish Office front porch after the date. 

Thank you. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration In 
Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

 

Liturgy Information 
 

Devotions  

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 

9:00 - 9:30 am 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — One like a Son of man received 

dominion, glory, and kingship (Daniel 7:13-14). 

Psalm — The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty 

(Psalm 93). 

Second Reading — Jesus Christ is the faithful 

witness, the firstborn of the dead (Revelation 1:5-8). 

Gospel — For this I came into the world, to testify to 

the truth (John 18:33b-37). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass 

© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52-56; Lk 21:1 

Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57-61; Lk 21:5-11 

Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62-

67;Lk 21:12-19 

Thursday: Dn 6:12-28; Dn 3:68-74; Lk 21:20-28 

Thanksgiving Day, Suggested: Sir 50:22-24; 

Ps 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19 

Friday: Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75-81; Lk 21:29-33 

Saturday: Dn 7:15-27; Dn 3:82-87; Lk 21:34-36 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14; 

1 Thes 3:12 — 4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

 
Thursday Nights  

Scripture Reflection 
on Zoom 

Join your Parish on Thursday 

nights, 7 - 8 pm, as we ‘gather’ 

around the Word and experience 

the hope and healing that comes 

from being a Christian 

Community.   

All are welcome! To join or for more information: 

https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections 

Note: Thursday, November 25 Scripture Reflection 

is canceled in view of Thanksgiving holiday and will 

resume as usual on December 2. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
November 21, 2021 
Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead and ruler of the kings of the earth. 
— Revelation 1:5 

Daily Mass  
8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass (In-person) 
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 

7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 

12:00 pm - Basilica  

7:00 pm - Basilica 

  Faith Formation Ongoing News 

It’s a quiet week with none of the regular classes. Even 

the Thursday Night Scripture Reflection is taking the 

night off, since it IS Thanksgiving, after all! But with 

Advent beginning next week, we’re getting ready for the 

new year. (You DO know the liturgical year begins on 

the First Sunday of Advent, right?) Visit our Advent 

webpage at https://sjbalameda.org/family-activity-

Advent for ideas to use at home. Consider offering a 

special New Year’s gift to an adult you know and invite 

them to encounter Christ through the Catholic Church. 

Christian Initiation is a journey for the unbaptized or 

baptized who have not yet received the other 

sacraments to discover how God is calling them into 

relationship with Him. Information at https://

sjbalameda.org/rcia or contact Anne Marie at 510-995-

9409. 

https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://sjbalameda.org/family-activity-Advent
https://sjbalameda.org/family-activity-Advent
https://sjbalameda.org/rcia
https://sjbalameda.org/rcia


 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 
 

Active Parish Ministries 
(Note: some groups are meeting virtually unless otherwise noted) 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (In-person: 4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (In-person, 1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (In-person, 1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (In-person, 4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Taize: (In-person, 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish 

 

General Information 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 

Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 

choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
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