
 

 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda, CA 94501 

Email: parish@sjbalameda.org / Phone: 510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/   

Mass Schedule: Weekdays: 8:30 am/ Saturday: 8:30 am & 5:00 pm (Vigil) 
        Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Sacrament Of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 3:30 - 4:30 pm,  
or by appointment 

 Saint Joseph Basilica 
  Roman Catholic Church 

Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have 

the strength to escape the tribulations that are 

imminent and to stand before the Son of Man. 

—Luke 21:36 
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Clergy Corner                                                  

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

I hope that you had a beautiful Thanksgiving holiday. Leading up to this holiday I 

found myself experiencing moments of immense gratitude. While praying with the 

6th graders during religion class, I was caught off guard by an unexpected sense of 

gratitude for them and that assignment, amidst the students’ frantic and distracted 

energy. When praying with the Pastoral Council at our meeting on Tuesday the 15th, 

I felt a similar gratitude came over me for the opportunity to serve our community with this group. Lastly, On 

Thursday the 18th, after leading a discussion for the Adult Confirmation class, we prayed together, and 

again, I was inspired with prayers of thanksgiving for being able to witness God working in the lives of these 

individuals. Now that Thanksgiving has come and gone, don’t lose that sense of gratitude. Let it carry you 

into the new liturgical year, which begins with the Advent season. May this gratitude help you to prepare a 

place in your life for Christ to enter into. 

This is what Advent is all about; the joyful expectation of the Second Coming of Christ. Advent is a time of 

remembering Jesus’ first coming, which took place 2,000 years ago in the Holy Land, in order to prepare us 

for His coming again. We as Catholics know, however, that, as we await Christ’s return in glory, we can 

encounter Him here and now. The Fathers of the Church spoke of this as a kind of intermediate “third 

coming,” in which Christ comes to us in our daily lives, in prayer, in works of mercy, and especially in the 

Sacraments. And for those many “comings” we must always be ready. So, I would like to offer a few ways to 

help us to do this, especially concerning the Mass. In my nearly two years with you, these are some things I 

have noticed we can improve on, some “expectations” I have for us, which can help us as we wait in 

expectation of Christ. 

To better prepare for Christ’s coming at Mass, we can… 

1. read the readings before Mass. Scripture is the inspired Word of God. This means that it is not a dead 

book, but one that is living and effective (Hebrews 4:12). The Holy Spirit helped author these books by 

inspiring the human authors, and so when we hear them, it is God speaking to us. Mass can be distracting, 

though. Sometimes the lector is hard to hear, or the sound system is just plain bad, and we say, “thanks be 

to God,” before we even comprehend what we just heard. Prepare yourself for this divine conversation with 

God by reading ahead of time, and maybe even have a discussion about the readings with family or friends. 

You can access the readings on the USCCB website, or by purchasing a missalette. This will greatly improve 

your experience of Mass. 

2. wear our “Sunday Best.” If we are truly expecting to encounter Jesus Christ at Mass, Who is the King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16), then we should dress like it. Imagine you are hosting a good 

friend for dinner, what would you wear? The reason why I expect this from us is because we, as bodily 

creatures, rely on physical things to enhance and inform our understanding of certain experiences. If we 

surround ourselves with nice things, we intuit that something nice is going on, for example, we expect the 

Sanctuary in our churches to be beautiful. Similarly, if we prepare our bodies with dignified clothing, we are 

telling one another that something dignified is taking place; this is why the priest wears the vestments he 

does. So, men, consider wearing slacks, or nice jeans, with collared shirts and a sweater or a jacket. No 

jersey’s please.  And women, just one request, consider something other than yoga pants. 

3. arrive to Mass early. When I was working in theater, the stage manager of a show I was working on 

would tell us, “if you’re on time, you’re late.” If Mass starts at 9:30, and you’re getting seated at 9:30, you’re 

late. Again, if you have a dinner reservation at a nice restaurant, you get there early, you anticipate traffic and 

bad parking, and if needs be, you wait. Mass tops that, and every part of Mass is important. It is like an opera 

that builds, one part after the other. So, arrive early and prepare by praying in silence, and stay for the whole 
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 Upcoming Events 

Our Lady Of Guadalupe Celebration 
The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is on December 
12. All are invited to a novena starting on December 3 
through December 11, either in the Basilica or the 
Parish Center, at 6:00 pm. Rosary will be in Spanish, 
with bilingual prayer guides provided for non-Spanish 
speakers to follow along. On Sunday December 12, 
join us at 6:30 am in the Basilica for Las Mañanitas, 
“little morning songs” in honor of the Virgin, and stay for 
the 7:30 Mass which will be bilingual and include some 
traditional elements for Our Lady of Guadalupe. For 
more information contact mlopezox@gmail.com  

íViva la Virgen de Guadalupe! íViva Cristo Rey! 

Simbang Gabi Novena Masses 
December 15 - 23 

Join us for our traditional Simbang Gabi Novena 
Masses in preparation for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at the following Mass times: 

Monday - Friday: 6:00 pm, Basilica 
Saturday/Sunday: 6:00 am, Basilica 

If you like to support our Simbang Gabi Novena with 
your time and treasure, please contact Alex Ramos: 
aramos94501@gmail.com. 

2021 Holiday Mass Schedule  
See back page of bulletin for Mass times 

Mass. Then, after Mass is over, feel free to greet 

your fellow parishioners in the Gathering Space or 

in the quad, and tell each other how well you all are 

dressed. 

 

4. participate boldly. We go to Mass with the 

expectation of meeting Jesus Christ. That is a joyful 

thing, yet how many times do we see people 

sulking in their pew as if being at Mass was the last 

place they wanted to be? But Mass is a foretaste of 

the heavenly liturgy; it is where heaven meets 

earth. In the preface before the Eucharistic Prayer, 

the priest says some form of these words, “…and 

so, with the angels and saints we sing the hymn of 

your glory as without end we acclaim: Holy, holy, 

holy…” What that means is, if you don’t want to 

participate at Mass, you’re not ready to participate 

in heaven. I know the masks don’t help us at all, but 

when the priest says, “the Lord be with you,” the 

response of the people should be felt. This goes for 

all the responses, and also the singing of the 

psalm, and the Alleluia before the Gospel. One 

response I have noticed is especially lacking, not 

just at St. Joe’s but everywhere, is the “thanks be to 

God” at the dismissal. That is supposed to be a 

joyful shout since we have just received Jesus in 

the Eucharist, and are now sent to proclaim His 

Gospel to the world. So shout it out. Don’t be 

ashamed. And if your neighbor is joyful and 

proclaim their responses boldly, don’t give them a 

glare as if you’re embarrassed by that. They’re 

doing it right. 

 

Those are my four expectations. As Catholics, we 

have so much to be thankful for, because God has 

given us so much, and what He has given is meant 

to be shared. A final expectation of mine for this 

new liturgical year is that people will come to 

recognize St. Joseph’s as a place where the good 

things of God are shared with generosity and joy. If 

we prepare ourselves well and we make our 

liturgies ones of reverence, beauty, and active 

participation, then we will draw more and more 

people to God, as we wait for His glorious return. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

Prayer of the Week 

First Sunday of Advent 

Grant your faithful, we pray, 

almighty God, 

the resolve to run forth to meet 

your Christ 

with righteous deeds at his 

coming, 

so that, gathered at his right 

hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly 

Kingdom. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, God, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 
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     Get Involved    

Faith Formation Giving Thanks 

Happy New Year! We begin this new liturgical year 

on the First Sunday of Advent just a few days after 

Thanksgiving, making now the perfect time to 

express gratitude to all you who give so generously of 

your time to share your faith with others: the 

catechists in Sacrament Preparation, Whole Family 

Catechesis, Confirmation, Infant Baptism, and 

Christian Initiation for adults; those responsible for 

the monthly Parish Family Activities or serving in 

ministries still delayed by the continued pandemic; 

and especially to parents who teach your children 

every day. Our parish is here to help in your sacred 

mission. Visit our website https://sjbalameda.org/

family-activity-Advent for Advent resources. 

Download a daily reflection booklet for Advent written 

by local Alamedan Ann Naffiziger from our website: 

https://sjbalameda.org/advent-reflection-2021,  or 

pick up a hard copy in the Basilica or Parish Office 

(donation welcome). Use St. Joseph’s FORMED 

subscription (https://formed.org/) to access videos 

and talks for children, teens and adults. Contact us if 

thinking about becoming Catholic or looking for ways 

to enrich your faith: Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409. 

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration In 
Vietnamese 

7 - 8 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  

Active Parish Ministries 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th Fridays, Parish Center, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  (Virtual) 

• Thursday Nights Scripture Reflection on Zoom: https://sjbalameda.org/thursdays-scripture-reflections  

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 8-
9pm, Parish Center) 

Shower with Cards Christmas Campaign 

We welcome your talents to continue blessing our 
brothers and sister in the Advent/Christmas season. 
Please join us in writing Christmas cards to "Dear 
Friend," and sign "Your Friend from St. Joseph 
Basilica." We will be collecting cards until Sunday, 
December 19. The completed cards can be dropped 
into the box outside the Rectory porch. We have 
abundance of blank Christmas cards to share if you 
need them. Please contact us at 510.332.9940 or 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com for more information. 
Thank you for blessing so many with your spirit of 
Christmas!”  
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Bautista, 

Dwayne Eugene Brown, Nia 

Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, Mila 

Eugenio, Rino Gacad, Jane 

Hansen, Mary Rocca, Amelia 

Miguel, An Nguyen, Marlo Polston, 

Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. Reyes, 

Michael Ricica and Ramon N. 

Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 

added to the Sick List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 

9420.  

       

  Saturday, November 27 

 8:30am 1)†Christina Goodman 

  2)†Ronald Narito 

5:00pm Vigil †John Pysz 
  
 

  Sunday, November 28 

 7:30 am  †George Goulet - Birthday Remembrance 

 9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm Lim & Thong Families - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm 1)†David McGaffey 

  2)†John Pickard 
 

  

  Monday, November 29 

 8:30am 1)†Mary Turowski 

  2)†Bob Klein 
 

  Tuesday, November 30 

 8:30 am 1)†Rosa Betancourt 

  2)+Theresa Nga Nguyen 
 
   

8:30am  Wednesday, December 1 

  †Jennifer Ann Stahl & Carol Louise Macri 
 

  Thursday, Decembe 2 

8:30 am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2)†Bertha Severdia 
 

  Friday, December 3 

 8:30 am Eusebio & Belgica Families - Thanksgiving 

 

  Saturday, December 4 

 8:30 am †Wilma Cyril Cooper 

 5:00 pm Vigil Fernandez & D’Cruz Families 

  Sunday, December 5 

 7:30 am †Kin & Marge Johnson 

 9:30 am Esther (88th) & Agnes Bonifacio - Birthdays 

 12:00 pm  People of Parish - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm 1)†David Murray 

  2)Alwyn Calvalho - Thanksgiving 
 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: First Sunday of Advent; 

Hanukkah begins 

Tuesday: St. Andrew, Apostle 

Wednesday: World AIDS Awareness Day 

Friday: St. Francis Xavier 

Friday: St. John Damascene; First Friday 

Saturday: First Saturday 

 

Recent Passing 
Arturo Quinto 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

 

Sanctuary Flowers and Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Flowers and Lamp 

for the week of Nov 27/28 is sponsored  
in loving memory of Gary Wright, on his first 

death anniversary 

TRUE GRATITUDE 

Let us remember that, as much has been given us, 
much will be expected from us, and that true 
homage comes from the heart as well as from the 
lips and shows itself in deeds. 
—Theodore Roosevelt 

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers And/or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the weekly 
Altar Flowers, or one candle for the weekly 
Sanctuary Lamp. Your intention will be printed in 
the weekly bulletin.  Donations for Sanctuary 
Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. To 
sponsor and select a date,  please contact Sherley 
Lim at: secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 
995 9420. 
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General Information 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners 

should begin at least six months in advance of the 

proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario 

Rizzo directly to begin the process. Call (510) 995-

9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact 

Sherley Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of 

Christian Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary 

of your choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 

Daily Mass  

8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 
7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 
9:30 am - Quad 
12:00 pm - Basilica  
7:00 pm - Basilica 

Note: Advent through Lent Missalettes will return 
to the pews. Please do not remove them.  If you 
prefer your own copy, please request for one from 
the Parish Office at a requested donation of $1.00/
copy to help with printing costs. Limited copies 
available. 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays,  

9:00 - 9:30 am & 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Our Mission:  

To Live As Jesus Teaches 
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