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Clergy Message                                                

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

This upcoming Wednesday, December 8, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a 

holy day of obligation. We recently celebrated another Marian solemnity on August 15, the 

Assumption of Mary, which is also a holy day of obligation that happened to fall on a 

Sunday. After that, the Church celebrated All Saints Day, which is usually a holy day of 

obligation, but because this Solemnity fell on a Monday, it was not counted as one this 

year. The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is, however, so, mark it on your calendar. We will have the 

usual 8:30 am daily Mass, as well as an evening Mass at 7pm. 

Why do we have holy days of obligation? Because they bear a resemblance to the main holy day of obligation that 

we celebrate weekly, Sunday. On Sunday, we celebrate Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and death, and in a more 

robust way than individual saints’ feast days, each holy day of obligation participates in that. All Saints Day points 

us to the future glory that is prepared for those who follow Christ and imitate the way He lived and died for others. 

The Assumption of Mary too is a foretaste of what our existence in heaven will be like after we die and our bodies 

are reunited with our souls. Ultimately, this sharing in Christ’s victory is made possible because of the Immaculate 

Conception, who is Mary herself. 

When we say the Immaculate Conception, we are referring to Mary who was conceived without Original Sin 

(“Immaculate” literally translated means “without blemish”). Original Sin is something that we all inherit at our 

conception as a consequence of our first parent’s (Adam and Eve) fall. It is not a personal sin that we commit, but 

a state of being, of being turned away from God. In baptism, however, that state of being is reversed. Our 

alienation from God is transformed into communion; we are no longer strangers, but children. Mary, however, was 

preserved from Original Sin by a special grace from God, a kind of preemptive participation in Jesus’ victory. God, 

who is outside of time, preserved Mary from Original Sin as a result of Christ’s soon-to-be Passion, death and 

Resurrection. This is somewhat mind-boggling thing to think about, but it is the Church’s way of saying that Mary 

too was redeemed by Jesus even though He came after her. 

This fundamental quality of Mary being immaculate is scripturally based, implied in the words of the angel Gabriel 

when he referred to her as “full of grace.” And so, even though the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception was not 

solemnly declared by Pope Pius IX in 1854, it is something the Church has always innately believed. To ratify this 

solemn declaration, Mary appeared to a humble peasant girl named Bernadette Soubirous in Lourdes, France in 

1858. Mary did not reveal her identity to Bernadette at first, but invited the girl to return to the same spot to pray. 

After many times praying together, Mary revealed herself to Bernadette as the Immaculate Conception. 

We at St. Joseph are extremely blessed to have a beautiful depiction of this scene in our Church, in what is known 

as the “grotto,” the room to the left of the vestibule as you enter from the Chestnut Street doors. This room is still 

closed off since the retrofit project for the belltower. I want to thank you for your patience as I work to get that room 

back into proper order. My plan is to return that room to a contemplative space where individuals can come for 

personal prayer. It may even serve as a room for parents to bring their children during Mass if they need some 

time away from the crowd. It is only right that any parish named after St. Joseph should have an ardent devotion to 

his spouse, Mary. That is the case here. Not long after this celebration, the Church will celebrate the Feast Day of 

our Lady of Guadalupe on Sunday, December 12, a personal favorite of mine. If you are able, we will celebrate 

with the traditional early morning gathering and singing of Mañanitas at 6:30 am, followed by the normal 7:30 am 

Mass, a wonderful complement to Laetare Sunday. These two celebrations – the Immaculate Conception and Our 

Lady of Guadalupe – are significant for us, as they are the patronal feast days of the United States and the 

Americas, respectively. 

I look forward to gathering with you on December 8th and 12th (both holy days of obligation – remember the 12th 

is a Sunday). As we prepare to welcome Christ on Christmas, there is no better way to prepare than by looking to 

Mary, who welcomed Christ with such profound humility and complete availability when she said, “Behold, I am the 

handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” May this Advent season lead all of us to echo 

her response as best we can. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 



 

     

 Upcoming Events 

Feast of Our Lady Of Guadalupe 
 December 12 

 Join us at 6:30 am in the Basilica for Las Mañanitas, 

“little morning songs” in honor of the Virgin, and stay for 

the 7:30 Mass which will be bilingual and include some 

traditional elements for Our Lady of Guadalupe. For 

more information contact mlopezox@gmail.com  

íViva la Virgen de Guadalupe! íViva Cristo Rey! 

Simbang Gabi Masses 
A Filipino Tradition 

 December 14 at 7 pm 

Simbang Gabi Kick-off Mass with Bishop Michael 
Barber at Cathedral Of Christ The Light. All are 
welcome! 

 December 15 - 23 @ St. Joseph Basilica 
Join us for the Basilica’s traditional Simbang Gabi 
Novena Masses, in preparation for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at the following Mass times: 

• Monday - Friday: 6:00 pm 

• Saturday/Sunday: 6:00 am 

Olive Wood Carvings Sale 
December 11 & 12 

Hand-made religious arts and wooden 
carvings made by Catholic families in 
Jerusalem will be on display for 
purchases in the Gathering Space after all 
Masses. Your support will aid families in 
the Holy Land. 

 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Almighty and merciful God, 

may no earthly undertaking hinder those 

who set out in haste to meet your Son, 

but may our learning of heavenly wisdom 

gain us admittance to his company. 

Who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Virgin  Mary 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 
Wednesday, December 8 

Mass Times: 8:30 am & 7:00 pm 
Advent Message From Bishop Barber 

I think it’s good if we stop and reflect on what kind of 
world Christ is reborn in again this Christmas.  When I 
was young, the whole United States celebrated 
Christmas. The streets were decorated. As kids, we 
rode the amusement park rides set up on the roof of 
The Emporium department store in San Francisco. 
In every store, we visited we greeted the staff and each 
other with “Merry Christmas.” Christmas Masses were 
absolutely packed. Now it’s more generic “Happy 
Holidays,” and the memory of the reason we celebrate 
Christmas as the birth of Jesus Christ is being lost... 

(For full message, watch Bishop Barber’s video 
message here: https://www.oakdiocese.org/advent-
prayer-request) 
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     Get Involved    

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration In 
Vietnamese 

Note: December event is canceled 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  Eucharistic  Adoration  
1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  

Active Parish Ministries 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  (Virtual) 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, Parish Center) 

Second Collection 

Retirement Fund For Religious 
December 11/12 

Give in gratitude. A donor to the Retirement Fund 

for the Religious writes, “I still remember the lessons 
the sisters gave us and how they instilled in us the love 
of our faith.”  Show your thanks for the prayerful service 
of elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests.  Your gift to next second collection helps 
provide care, medicine, and more.  Please be 
generous. (Envelopes are in the pews) 

Faith Formation News 

Come to the Table 
We rejoice with the family of Michaela Wright who 
celebrated First Eucharist at the noon Mass on November 
28. Her celebration was delayed due to the pandemic but 
she is now ready to join the ministry of Altar Servers. We 
pray the Body and Blood of Christ provide lifelong 
nourishment to her and to the 37 young people preparing to 
receive First Eucharist this spring.  

Parish Family Activity 
Last Sunday all ages gathered in the quad after the 9:30 
Mass to celebrate the beginning of Advent. There were 
crafts including paper Advent wreaths, wooden peg doll 
creches and Jesse tree ornaments, refreshments, and 
fellowship. We are grateful to the members of the Special 
Needs Inclusion Ministry who helped plan the morning and 
the Knights of Columbus and all others who assisted. Visit 
our website https://sjbalameda.org/family-activity-Advent for 
Advent resources. Everyone is welcome to join our next 
Parish Family Activity on January 2 for a celebration of 
Epiphany. 

Maintenance Collection: December 4/5 
This weekend we take up the Maintenance Collection 
to help the Parish to defray the costs of maintaining  
the Basilica and Grounds. Thank you for your support 
and donations. 
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Wanda Reyes Albano, Sandy Anderson, Genaro 

Barrios, Sr., Jane Burgelin, 

Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 

Bautista, Lhiza H. Brown, 

Dwayne Eugene Brown,  Juana 

Sanchez Chavez, Juan Chavez, 

Socorro Chavez,  Nia Loralei 

Cain, Mary Cronin, Mila 

Eugenio, Rino Gacad, Jane 

Hansen, Mary Rocca, Amelia 

Miguel, An Nguyen, Marlo 

Polston, Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. Reyes, 

Michael Ricica and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 

added to the Sick List, please email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 

   

 

 

  Saturday, December 4 

 8:30am †Wilma Cyril Cooper 

5:00pm Vigil Fernandez & D’Cruz Families 
  
 

  Sunday, December 5 

 7:30 am  †Kin & Marge Johnson 

 9:30 am Esther (88th) & Agnes Bonifacio - Birthdays 

12:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm 1) †David Murray 

  2) Allwyn Calvaho - Thanksgiving 
 

  

  Monday, December 6 

 8:30am †Olivia & Patricia Gomez 
 

  Tuesday, December 7 

 8:30 am †A. John & Blanche Kammer 
 
   

  Wednesday, December 8 

  (Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  

  of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 

8:30 am & 7 pm For the People of Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Thursday, December 9 

10:00 am 1) †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

  2) †Patricia Rose Glynn 
 

  Friday, December 10 

 8:30 am 1) †Rodolfo Manuntag 

  2) †Charlotte Reyes 
 
 

  Saturday, December 11 

 8:30 am †Ron Saludek 

 5:00 pm Vigil People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

  Sunday, December 12 

 7:30 am †Frank & Darlene Skiles 

 9:30 am Kovalitsky Family - Living & Deceased 

 12:00 pm  Victoriano Bautista Nabaza, Jr - Birthday 

 7:00 pm 1)†Lilian Ruby 

  2) Tuan Nguyen & Family - Thanksgiving 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the month of December is sponsored  
for the families of: 

Barton, Center, Cook, Dekas, Reiss, 

Reynolds, Serpico & Tempesta 

Families 

Reflection: A Deep Change Of Heart 

When John proclaimed a baptism of repentance, as today’s Gospel relates, he called people to a deep change of heart. 
For John the Baptist, repentance was not simply regretted past failings, but a commitment to orient life around God’s 
desires and purposes. What might living in alignment with God’s desires look like? Our readings offer some clues. Ba-
ruch indicates that when mercy and justice are embraced like a royal garment, we may see the fruits of repentance. 
Paul notes how the Holy Spirit has been active within the church in Philippi, forming them to live in a loving and united 
community of faith, so they may witness to the love of God. And John himself suggests that a repentant heart clears a 
path for God to enter, leveling the mountains and valleys of our resistance so that God might dwell within. 

Reflection question: What earthly undertakings do I need to set aside so that I can set out to meet God’s Son?  

Advent Family Prayer 

God of Love, 

Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us. 

He is a sign of your love. 

Help us walk in that love during the 

weeks of Advent, 

As we wait and prepare for his coming. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 

- Author Unknown  
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General Information 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners 

should begin at least six months in advance of the 

proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario 

Rizzo directly to begin the process. Call (510) 995-

9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 4:00pm (for in-person help) 
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Bap-

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact 

Sherley Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of 

Christian Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary 

of your choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 

Daily Mass  

8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 
7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 
9:30 am - Quad 
12:00 pm - Basilica  
7:00 pm - Basilica 

Note: Advent through Lent Missalettes - please do 
not remove them from the pew.  If you prefer your 
own copy, please request for one from the Parish 
Office at a requested donation of $1.00/copy to 
help with printing costs. Limited copies available. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays,  

9:00 - 9:30 am & 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Our Mission:  

To Live As Jesus Teaches 
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