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Clergy Message                                              

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Happy Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word for “rejoice,” which comes from the 
second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians when he says: “Rejoice in the 
Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice…The Lord is near.” This week at daily Mass, I 
have been reflecting on joy as the proper attitude of the Christian, as this theme has 
been exuding from the readings, especially from the Gospel passages that were given to 
us on Monday and Tuesday. These were the stories of the men who lowered their friend, 
the paralyzed man, through the roof in order to get him close to Jesus, followed by the story of the shepherd who 
leaves his 99 sheep in the hills to go after the one who strayed. Obviously joyful moments. To add to these stories, 
I was reminded of a quote of Pope Francis from 2013 that strikes me now no less than it did when I first heard it. 
He said, “A Christian can never be sad! Never give way to discouragement! Ours is not a joy that comes from 
having many possessions, but it comes from having encountered a Person, Jesus, who is among us. [Our joy] 
comes from knowing that with him we are never alone, even at difficult moments.” 

A Christian can never be sad. That’s a provocative thought. How can we accept that? Is that even possible? Of 
course, that is, if the sadness we speak of is more of a melancholy that comes from a lack of motivation or 
inspiration in life. As human beings we should never bury our emotions within ourselves, but express them in a 
mature and healthy way. At times, we must allow ourselves to experience the authentic moments of sadness that 
eventually come upon us, during times of loss and suffering. But we can never give in to the sadness that comes 
from a superficial discouragement, like when things don’t go our way. We, as Christians, always have a reason to 
rejoice, because as I said in my homily on Tuesday, we are not merely spectators of Jesus as He heals the sick 
and seeks the lost. We are not merely the 99 sheep who stay behind, but the one lost sheep who Jesus goes after 
and carries home. 

Oh, to know that we are loved like that! Last week, I told my class of 6th graders that this is the meaning of life, to 
be loved by God and to love Him in return. But how many of us can say we truly know what that love is from our 
own personal experience? If you receive the Eucharist weekly, then you should be able to describe it. The 
Eucharist is the ultimate gift that God gives to us. Let me share that quote with you from St. Augustine that I 
preached on a few weeks ago: “God the Father who is all powerful is able to give us nothing more; God the Father 
who is all wise knows nothing more He can give; God the Father who owns all things possesses nothing more He 
can give, then Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.” But sometimes, even receiving the Eucharist can leave us feeling like 
a spectator. What are we to do then? We must seek out the shepherd who is calling out for us, and we must run 
into his arms. And where can this take place in addition to Mass? In Confession. 

Although we are not planning on having a communal Advent reconciliation service as we have in previous years, 
the confessional is always open to you on Saturday mornings and afternoons. If you feel down, like something or 
someone has robbed you of your joy, the confessional, far from depleting you of more joy, will actually reinvigorate 
you, because it is there that the spiritual burdens we carry (guilt, shame, resentment, anger, jealousy, etc.), are 
removed. It is there that we encounter the person, Jesus Christ, Who is Emmanuel, “God with us.” And having 
encountered Him, we cannot fail to be joyful. Trust me, I have seen the joy of a forgiven sinner; I myself am one. 

At the Sunday Masses I presided at last week I gave a homework assignment. You can listen to my homily on 
YouTube if you’d like, but in short, everyone is supposed to invite someone to the Christmas Masses. How do you 
feel about that? Uninspired, like it is another burden placed upon you during a season of many obligations? Try 
going to confession first. Experience the mercy of Jesus Christ, who carries us through life’s difficulties. Go there 
first, then make your invitation. That way, if the person asks you why they should come, you’ll have a good 
response for them. 

With much love (and rejoicing!), 
Fr. Mario 
 
P.S. I noticed some of my four expectations being met last weekend. Keep reading the Sunday Mass readings 
beforehand, arrive to Mass early, dress in your “Sunday Best,” and participate during the Mass, saying and singing 
your proper parts and responses with boldness. If you missed those expectations, you can read them in my 
bulletin article from the First Sunday of Advent on the website, or click here.  

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/24939/bulletins/20211128.pdf


 

     

 Upcoming Events  

 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Third Sunday of Advent 

O God, who see how your people 

faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, 

enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great  

a salvation and to celebrate them always 

with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  

the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 

Retirement Fund For 
Religious 
Help aging religious. Elderly 

Catholic sisters, brothers and 

religious order priests have offered 

their lives in service to others - 

educating the young, comforting the 

sick, and ministering to the less 

fortunate.  Today, many are frail and 

need assistance.  Your gift to the Fund helps furnish 

medications, nursing care, and more.  Envelope can be 

found in the pews. Please give generously to today’s 

second collection.   

Classic Christmas Movies 

Looking for some classic Christmas movies to watch 
with your family? 

Visit: https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-

christmas-movies/ for a list of movies that have been 

evaluated by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

according to artistic merit and moral suitability. The 

reviews include the USCCB rating, the Motion Picture 

Association of America 

rating, and a brief 

synopsis of the movie. 

Browse your TV listings, 

video store shelves, or 

your movie service 

website to find one of 

these classic gems and 

recent favorites to share 

with your family. 

Pray for peace. Walk for peace. 
Join a Ceasefire Walk. 

Ceasefire Walk: Actively preventing 
homicides and gun violence through 
Ceasefire, a partnership with the City 
of Oakland and other community 
partners that includes weekly night 
walks and call-ins. Upcoming 
Ceasefire Walk:  

Friday, December 17: St. Benedict Catholic Church - 
2245 82nd Ave. 

For more information, visit: https://oakdiocese.org/

Taize In The Basilica 

Friday, December 17 
Taizé is an ecumenical candlelit service composed of 

music, prayer, scripture, and silent worship. Join us this 
Friday in praying for peace and healing.  

All are welcome! 
(Follow us on: www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland)  

K & C Pancake 
Breakfast with Santa 
Returns! 
Sunday, December 19 
@ Notre Dame Hall 
It brings The Knights of Columbus 

great pleasure to once again bring 

to you Pancake Breakfast with 

Santa!! Breakfast will be served in 

Note Dame Hall on Sunday, December 19th after both 

the 9:30 am (est. beginning 11:00 am) and 12:00 pm 
Masses. Pancakes will be served ‘boxed-lunch style’ and 

there will be plenty of space to share breakfast with each 

other. We will be having a very special guest of honor for 

the event…Santa Clause will be in the Hall and the Quad 

to take pictures and hear Christmas wishes. Please plan 

to join us for delicious pancakes, Christmas music, and 

the spirit that comes from gathering together in fellowship 

with each other this Advent season. All are welcome! 

Confessions during the month of 
December: In lieu of the Communal Penance 

Service, the Advent Confession schedule will be 
Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am and 3:30 - 4:30 pm. Please 
note that there will be no Confessions on Christmas Day, 
Saturday, December 25. All Confessions will take place in 
the Basilica (Reconciliation Room). 

https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/
https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/
https://oakdiocese.org/ceasefire-walks-for-peace
http://www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland


 

     Get Involved    

Faith Formation  - Becoming Catholic 

Have you ever noticed Father calling people up after the 

homily and sending them forth with a blessing? That is 

the dismissal of the catechumens, adults and youth 

preparing for baptism, leaving with their catechist to 

“break open the Word” and explore the meaning of the 

day’s Scripture in their lives. Currently we have one 

catechumen, Liza. David and Judd are also preparing to 

become Catholic, but since they are already baptized 

they remain for the entire Mass. All participate in 

formation sessions one night a week. This Christmas, 

invite someone to consider Catholicism. New inquirers 

are always welcome; contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409. More info at 

https://sjbalameda.org/rcia 

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration In 
Vietnamese 

7:00 - 8:00 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  

Active Parish Ministries 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  (Virtual) 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, Parish Center) 

Shower with Cards Christmas Campaign 

Just a reminder that we will be collecting cards in the 
Office until Sunday, December 19. If you need blank 
Christmas cards, please contact us, as we have an 
abundance to share with our volunteers at sjbasili-
ca.outreach@gmail.com or call 510.332.9940 for more 
information. Thank you for blessing so many with your 
spirit of Christmas!” 

Senior Fellowship & Luncheon: The Pastoral 

Care Ministry would like to thank everyone who helped 

with the event held on November 27 for all the seniors 

in our Parish Community. A note of thanks too to our 

padres who help organized the Special Mass, and to 

all the seniors and guests who attended the event. God 

bless all of you! 

(If you would like to get involve with our Pastoral Care 

Ministry, contact Fr. Sunil: sunil@sjbalameda.org.  The 

group meets on the first Saturday of the month in the 

Parish Center, 8:45 - 9:45 am.) 

2022 Parish Calendars are available at the Parish Office, 

Mondays - Fridays, 9 am - 4 pm, while supplies last.  We are 
requesting for a donation of $1 to help with printing costs.  

https://sjbalameda.org/rcia
mailto:ebmcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:spippen@msjdominicans.org
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mailto:mlopezox@gmail.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:louisea.svdp@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:amrossi1238@aol.com
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Wanda Reyes Albano, Sandy Anderson, Genaro Barrios 
Sr., Jane Burgelin, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 
Bautista, Lhiza H. Brown, Dwayne Eugene Brown, 
Juana Sanchez Cahvez, Juan Chavez, Socorro Chavez, 
Nia Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, Mila Eugenio, Rino 
Gacad, Jane Hansen, Mary Rocca, Amelia Miguel, An 
Nguyen, Marlo Polston, Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. 
Reyes, Michael Ricica and Ramon N. Tirona. 

December Infant 
Baptism 
Congratulations and welcome: 

Hunter Matthias Cortes 
Deleon and Amelia Deming 
Bernasek 

into our community of faith in Jesus Christ.  

Please keep the children, their parents and 
godparents in your prayers.  

(Communal Infant baptism is celebrated on the first 

Sunday of the month at all the Masses.  For Infant 

Baptism process information, contact Sherley: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or visit our website: 

sjbalameda.org). 

       

  Saturday, December 11 

 8:30am †Ron Saludek 

5:00pm Vigil People of the Parish - Living and Deceased 
  
 

  Sunday, December 12 

 7:30 am  †Frank & Darlene Skiles 

 9:30 am Kovalitsky Family - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm Victoriano Bautista Nabaza Jr - Birthday 

 7:00 pm 1) †Lilian Ruby 

  2) Tuan Nguyen Family - Thanksgiving 
 

  Monday, December 13 

 8:30am †Vicente Rosendo Abrogar 
 

  Tuesday, December 14 

 8:30 am 1) †Montano Merquillo 

  2)Montone Family - Living & Deceased 
 

   

8:30am  Wednesday, December 15 

  †Norberto Bargo 
 

  Thursday, December 16 

8:30 am Merquillo & San Buena Ventura Families 

  -Thanksgiving 
 

  Friday, December 17 

 8:30 am 1)†Uadalupe Gomez 

  2)Thomas Orr - Healing 
 

  Saturday, December 18 

 8:30 am †Milicent Saludek 

 5:00 pm Vigil 1)†Lisa Ritter 

  2)†Olimpia Duarte 
 

  Sunday, December 19 

 7:30 am †People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 9:30 am †Paul SP Thong 

 12:00 pm  †Richard Ritter 

 7:00 pm †Josefina Angel Sanches 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the month of December is sponsored  
in remembrance of:  

Barton, Center, Cook, Dekas, Reiss, Reynolds, 
Serpico & Tempesta 

Families 
 

REJOICE 
The prophetic writings we hear in today’s scriptures call us to rejoice and celebrate the goodness of God. Zephaniah, 
Isaiah, Saint Paul, and John the Baptist in Luke’s Gospel all follow the rich tradition of the Biblical prophets, a tradition 
that reaches full expression in Jesus. The prophets warn that human failings have truly disastrous consequences. All 
are summoned to repent, and to change their lives. Today we hear the Good News that God’s gracious love exceeds 
and overcomes all human corruption. God has not given up on us. Indeed, God keeps pursuing us, and eagerly seeks 
to reconcile with us. God’s initiative to set the world aright culminates with Jesus, whose coming John the Baptist 
announces. John’s prophetic message summons us to join in God’s reconciling work, by living generously and justly in 
our daily lives. As we rejoice in God’s grace, we then extend the fruits of this grace to all. 

Reflection question: How am I faithfully awaiting the Lord’s Nativity? 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

 

Recent Passing 

Kathleen Gardner & Tate Eugenio 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Families 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
sjbalameda.org


 

 

General Information 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners 

should begin at least six months in advance of the 

proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario 

Rizzo directly to begin the process. Call (510) 995-

9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 4:00pm (for in-person help) 
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact 

Sherley Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of 

Christian Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary 

of your choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 

Daily Mass  

8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 
7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 
9:30 am - Quad 
12:00 pm - Basilica  
7:00 pm - Basilica 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays,  

9:00 - 9:30 am & 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Our Mission:  

To Live As Jesus Teaches 

“Since the Church always has our spiritual health as her primary 
consideration, I am reinstating the law which was dispensed 
because of the pandemic. Our solemn obligation to attend 
Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation will come 
back into force in the Diocese of Oakland on Sunday, 
August 15, 2021, the Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Lady 
into Heaven.”  —Bishop Barber 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 

What is Simbang Gabi Novena Masses...? 
Simbang Gabi is a nine-day devotional series of 

Masses practiced by Catholics in the Philippines in 

anticipation of Christmas.  In past years, St. Joseph 

celebrated this special tradition with Masses at 5:30 

am, singing in Tagalog 

and traditional lanterns 

or ‘parol’ lighting up the 

Basilica.  The tradition 

continues this year but 

Masses will be 

celebrated at 6 pm 

during the weekdays, 

and 6 am on Saturday and Sunday. Parishioners are 

invited to participate in the Novena Masses together 

with our Filipino Community. 


