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Clergy Message                                                

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Happy New Year! The new year is always an exciting time because of the implied 

potential for all of us to make a new start. Although a new start can happen at any 

time during the year, there is something about a new calendar year that inspires us to 

make the necessary changes; to eat better, to exercise more, to turn off the tv and 

read a book periodically. The question is, will we stick with these resolutions?        

As we make these important changes in our daily lives, consider making some spiritual changes as well. 

Don’t just eat better food at mealtime, come to daily Mass if you can and be nourished by the Bread of Life. 

Don’t just exercise your body, exercise your spirit with increased daily prayer; start small, five minutes a day. 

You can try sitting in a quiet place, and lighting some candles before a crucifix or an icon, and simply 

repeating in your mind the name of Jesus. This is an ancient practice that I practice in my daily prayers. 

Lastly, get involved, volunteer for something, join the Knights of Columbus or St. Vincent de Paul, or even 

usher at Mass. When I finished college, I began to participate more at church, attending daily Mass and 

singing as a cantor; this changed my life for the better. More frequent participation in the life of the Church, in 

the Sacraments, in prayer, will change your life too. 

As we enter into the new year, I have two ministries I would like to start to help our parish grow, which I will 

need your help to get going. The first is called Alpha. Alpha was developed in England and has grown 

worldwide. It is an evangelization ministry that takes place over 11-weeks, consisting of a meal, followed by a 

short video on the faith, and concludes with a discussion. Alpha provides a casual, non-judgmental 

environment for people to explore Christianity, and can take place in the parish, homes, cafes, or restaurants. 

The second ministry is a marriage preparation program called Witness to Love. Marriage prep is one of my 

favorite things to do as a priest, but couples preparing for marriage need guidance from married couples. 

Witness to love does this, and in a very unique way, by having the engaged couple choose a mentor couple 

who will walk with them through the program. Parishes that have implemented Witness to Love have seen 

much growth and invigoration, not just in the couples preparing for marriage, but in the entire community, 

since mentor couples are chosen from any willing couple in the parish. 

These programs will keep us busy growing spiritually, but we have to continue to grow physically, and by 

that, I mean the physical property. We have several maintenance projects on the horizon in addition to the 

replacement of the furnaces and the ongoing sanctuary/altar project. This project will resume shortly with a 

second round of presentations for those who are new to our parish. Our sound system project hit a snag 

when we found out that the speakers would be delayed due to the microchip shortage. We expect to resume 

work on updating the sound system in the Spring. The roofs on the belltower and the office/rectory have 

leaks, and maintenance will be taking place to fix these. As for now, I am making periodic trips into the attic to 

empty buckets of water after it rains. It goes without saying that this will be a busy new year. At one point, this 

parish had a facilities committee; I think now is the time to begin that again, and so, if you have experience in 

building construction/maintenance/contracting, I welcome your assistance. 

When you have a 100-year-old building, you have issues like these, which all require significant amounts of 

money. If only we had a wise man to bring us a gift of gold now as he did for Jesus at His birth. Alas, we do 

not; but we have each other. And so, I end this letter at the beginning of the year with a word of thanks. 

Thank you for giving so generously to the parish. Your generosity allows us to maintain this historic building 

that so many have called home for so long, and that many more will be able to call home for years to come. I 

look forward to growing with you spiritually in the new year. Happy New Year! 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 



 

Young Adults Group (YAG) 1st & 3rd 
Wednesdays Gathering @ 8 pm, Parish 
Center 
YAG is a ministry that brings people of faith in their 20s 
and 30s, and gives them an opportunity to grow in faith in 
a group setting.  In person meeting has resumed. Virtual 
option is also available.  Upcoming gathering: January 
5. Drop-ins are welcome. 

For more information, email: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com. 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTION 

January 8/9: Diocesan Vocations Program 

Envelopes are in the pews. Thank you for your 

donations and support. 

Who has a Vocation? 

All the baptized have a vocation – a Call from God. 
Your vocation has two aspects: 
First, you have a call to holiness; to become a saint; to 
engage the Holy Spirit in a lifelong journey of 
conversion to Jesus Christ. 

Second, your call is to a particular ‘way of life’ in the 
Church: as a married person, as an unmarried (single) 
person, as a priest, or a deacon or a member of a 
religious congregation.  

For resources and information about Vocations, visit 
Diocese website: https://oakdiocese.org/vocations 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

American Red Cross/Knights Of Columbus 
Community Blood Drive 

Saturday, January 22 
10 am - 4 pm, Notre Dame Hall 

To schedule your appointment or for more information 

visit: Redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor Code: 

ALAMEDAKOFC, or call1-800-733-2767. Masks and 

social distancing required for donors and volunteers. 

Note: If you have questions 

regarding your eligibility to 

donate blood, call 1-866-236-

3276. 

January is Poverty 

Awareness Month!  

“Think of the time of hunger in the 

time of plenty, poverty and need in 

the day of wealth.”—Sirach 18:25  

Poverty does not strike all 

demographics equally. For 

example, in 2018, 10.6% of men, 

and 12.9% of women lived in Poverty USA. Along the 

same lines, the poverty rate for married couples in 

2018 was only 4.7% - but the poverty rate for single-

parent families with no wife present was 12.7%, and for 

single-parent families with no husband present was 

24.9%.In 2018, the poverty rate for people living with a 

disability was 25.7%. That’s nearly 4 million people 

living with a disability - in poverty. Visit PovertyUSA.org 

to learn more. (Poverty USA is an initiative of the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development {CCHD} 

and was created as an educational resource to help 

individuals and communities to address poverty in 

America)  

Worth Reminding: Phishing E-mail Scam  
Please be aware that the phishing scam is still going around the internet. 

As we have shared before, it is a national scam.  You can google “priest scam gift cards” and see how wide-spread it 

is.  We need to battle this through education and communication. 

If you received a ‘gmail.com’ account from any of our priest or parish staff, please do not response. It appears that the 

sender is phishing for valid email addresses and if you respond, the sender will follow-up with a request for some sort 

of monetary assistance, for example gift cards.  It is truly unfortunate that cyber criminals will attempt to exploit the 

generous nature of our Parish Family. If you receive an unusual request, call the Parish Office directly to seek 

clarification.  DO NOT USE any phone number provided in the e-mail or click on any links in the email. For more 

information on phishing scams and email security, you can google (or search for): Recognizing Phishing Emails. Or, 

the FBI website address to file an on line Internet crime complaint: https://www.ic3.gov 

 

18th Annual Walk for Life West Coast 
Saturday, January 22 

Civic Center Plaza, San Francisco 
Info Faire: 11 am 
Rally: 12:30 pm 

Visit website for more details: WalkforLifeWC.com 

Save the date! 
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     Get Involved   

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration In 
Vietnamese 

7:00 - 8:00 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday  Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  

Active Parish Ministries 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  (Virtual) 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, Parish Center) 

Online Giving With FaithDirect 

Start the new year by trying online-giving for your 

weekly offertory contribution with FaithDirect. 

Registration is easy and safe. You can create your 

own account and select a secure payment method 

like credit card, checking or savings account. You 

can select your giving amount and how often you 

would like to give: weekly, quarterly, yearly, etc. To 

register, visit the following link: https://

membership.faithdirect.net/CA702. 

If help is needed with registering or for more 

details, contact our business manager, Stan 

Schonberg: 510-995 9411, or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org. 

Faith Formation Update – Welcome to 
2021! 
Last month our Confirmation teens enjoyed an Advent 
prayer service where they were able to wait in stillness 
and in Adoration, an experience busy schedules don’t 
often allow. Thanks to all who organized or participated. 

As the new year begins, St. Joseph’s offers a Parish 
Family Activity to celebrate today’s great feast of the 
Epiphany (Sunday at 10:45 am; info at https://
sjbalameda.org/family-activity). This Wednesday adults 
who are looking for the “more” in life that can be found 
by following Jesus are invited to the Parish Center at 
1119 Lafayette Street for a Christian Initiation “inquiry” 
session at 7 pm https://sjbalameda.org/rcia. Find a way 
to enrich YOUR faith at https://sjbalameda.org/formation 

THANK YOU -- MUCHAS GRACIAS -- MERCI -- 
SALAMAT PO! 

Thanks to the generosity of St Joseph parishioners we 
were able to bring Christmas cheers to 383 children 
and adults from A Friendly Place, Bay View 
convalescent, Beyond Emancipation, Catholic Worker, 
Operation Dignity, St Vincent de Paul, and the Midway 
Shelter. We would like to share with you a note from 
Operation Dignity: "A huge THANK YOU to all members 
of St Joseph who put together the gift cards for our 
veteran residents. We do, so appreciate all that you do 
to support us during the holidays. I hope this finds you 
and the whole St Joseph community well and 
experiencing warmth and community in your life. Thank 
you for bringing both to our program participants.” 

Blessings to you all for Christmas and the New Year! 

The Angel Giving Project Committee 

mailto:ebmcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:spippen@msjdominicans.org
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:terecitadeandentist@gmail.com
mailto:mlopezox@gmail.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:louisea.svdp@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:amrossi1238@aol.com
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702
https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
info%20at%20https:/sjbalameda.org/family-activity
info%20at%20https:/sjbalameda.org/family-activity


 

 

Praying Together                                                                                     

         

  Saturday, January 1 

  Solemnity Of Mary, The Holy  

 8:30 am People of The Parish - Living & Deceased 

5:00 pm  1)†Dorothy Berks 

  2)†Ester Gangcuangco - 1st Death Anniversary 
  

  Sunday, January 2 

 7:30 am  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 9:30 am 1)†Dr. Benjamin Reyes 

  2) James Laguicao - Birthday 

12:00 pm †Remedios ‘Remy’ Ramos - Death Anniversary 

 7:00 pm †Therese Hauer 
 

  Monday, January 3 

 8:30am 1)†Olivia & Patricia Gomez 

  2)†Lita Flinders 
 

  Tuesday, January 4 

 8:30 am †Mrs. Filomena Estradaa 
 

   

  Wednesday, January 5 

8:30am  Claudia & Ero - Healing 

  Thursday, January 6 

8:30 am 1)†Amelia Vivo Santiago - Birthday Remembrance

  2)†Alfonso Laguicao - Death Anniversary 

  Friday, January 7 

8:30 am †Joseph Lap Nguyen - 30th Death Anniversary 
 

  Saturday, January 8 

8:30 am †Rose Freitas 

5:00 pm 1)†Ester Gangcuangco 

  2)†Janet Karp 
   

  Sunday, January 9 

 7:30 am †Brigido Aquino - Birthday Remembrance 

 9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 12:00 pm  †Thomas Dotty Fernandez 

 7:00 pm †Ami Miciano & Francis Urtula 
 

   

 

Recent Passing 
Marlo Polston & Acardio De Santos 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Families 

during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Lhiza H. Brown, Jane Burgelin, 
Ronald M Bautista, Romelita Bautista, Dwayne 
Eugene Brown, Nia Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, 
Mila Eugenio, Rino Gacad, Mary Rocca, Amelia 
Miguel, An Nguyen, Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. 
Reyes, Michael Ricica and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
At the Mass during the Day 

O God, who on this day 
revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations 

by the guidance of a star, 
grant in your mercy 

that we, who know you already by faith, 
may be brought to behold the beauty of your 

sublime glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.  

Reflection: Journey Toward God 

In our celebration of the Epiphany, two interwoven themes are present in the readings today. God is beginning 
something new, and God gathers all of humanity to participate. For Isaiah, God’s bright light, manifested in the people 
of Israel, attracts and summons people from many nations to Jerusalem. In the letter to the Ephesians, God’s grace 
makes the Gentiles co-heirs and co-partners in the gospel. Matthew tells the story of the fulfillment of God’s promises 
to Israel through the birth of Jesus, and simultaneously leading foreigners to share in these same promises. With the 
birth of Jesus, God chose a particular people, in a particular time and place, to enter most directly into the human story. 
Today’s readings teach that God did this in order to gather all people, all cultures, into unity with God. Like the magi, 
we are drawn into a journey toward God, becoming co-partners in God’s work. 

Reflection question: What can I do this week to come to know God better? 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc.  

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the month of January  is sponsored  
by anonymous for Parish Community of St. 

Joseph Basilica. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
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General Information 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners 

should begin at least six months in advance of the 

proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario 

Rizzo directly to begin the process. Call (510) 995-

9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 4:00pm (for in-person help) 
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact 

Sherley Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of 

Christian Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary 

of your choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 

Daily Mass  

8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our Facebook Page: Link: https://

www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Our Mission:  

To Live As Jesus Teaches 

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 
7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 
9:30 am - Quad 
12:00 pm - Basilica  
7:00 pm - Basilica 
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THE NEWSPAPER PRAYER 
Look through a print or online newspaper to find a news 
article about an issue that affects your community or the 
world. Cut out (or print out) the article and bring it with you 
to a quiet place where you can pray. Think about how 
human dignity is affected by the issue or situation. Pray for 
God’s healing and transformation for all people impacted, 
lawmakers, and others. Ask God how he is asking you to 
respond to this issue. 

BECOMING A CHARACTER 
IN THE PARABLES 
Becoming a Character in the Parables: Read slowly one of 
the following Gospel readings: John 5:1-15; Luke 8:40-56; 
Mark 1:40-45; or Mt. 20:29-34. Then read it again, 
imagining that you are the character in the story with 
whom Jesus interacts. Imagine how 
it would be to be in that character’s 
place. How do you feel before you 
meet Jesus? How do you feel 
physically (what do all five senses 
experience in that time and place?), 
emotionally, and spiritually? What 
happens when you encounter 
Jesus? What is that experience 
like? Imagine every detail of the story. Next, imagine the 
story again in your mind, but this time, substitute a modern
-day person, for example, someone who is homeless or a 
person who is sick with cancer or AIDS but has no health 
insurance. Let this exercise lead you into prayer for real 
people who are suffering in the world. Pray for justice and 
for realization of your role in making justice a reality. 

JOURNALING 
Read slowly the following quote and write in your prayer 
journal about what strikes you about the quote and how it 
relates to you personally. Pray for understanding and the 
grace to respond to God’s call. “Living our Baptism to the 
full... Also means not accustoming ourselves to the 
situations of degradation and misery that we encounter as 
we walk along the streets of our cities and towns... We 
become accustomed to brothers and sisters sleeping on 
the streets, who have no roof to shelter them. We become 
accustomed to refugees seeking freedom and dignity, who 
are not received as they ought to be. . .Lent comes to us 
as a providential time to change course, to recover the 
ability to react to the reality of evil which always 
challenges us. Lent is to be lived as a time of conversion, 
as a time of renewal for individuals and communities, by 
drawing close to God and by trustfully adhering to the 
Gospel. In this way, it also allows us to look with new eyes 
at our brothers and sisters and their needs.” - Pope 
Francis, General Audience, 3/5/14 

A.C.T.S. 
This acronym stands for Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, and Supplication.  

You can use the acronym to help you pray for those 
who are poor and vulnerable and for help in discerning 
how to respond. 

Adoration 
Praise God for his love for humanity, and for creating 
each human being with dignity. Express wonder for life 
and beauty, and the basic goodness of human beings. 

Confession 
Express your sorrow for an issue - a collective or social 
sin of humanity -that is facing the world today. This 
could include poverty, abortion, environmental 
destruction, or another issue. Take a moment to also 
recognize how you may have participated in the 
collective sin or issue, perhaps by your failure to do 
something about it. 

Thanksgiving 
Thank God for his forgiveness and for 
maintaining hope in the world and in 
humans despite our failures. Express 
thanks for the talents that God has 
given humans and the inspiration to 
use these talents to address issues 
like the one you have mentioned. 

Supplication 
Supplication is another word for intercession, or asking. 
Ask God to help bring about a positive solution to the  
issue you have identified - for an end to the social 
injustice. Ask him to help you see how you are called to 
be involved in addressing the issue. Invite the Spirit into 
your heart to inspire you. 

JUST LISTENING 
For many of the holiest people in history, listening was 
a major part of their prayer. To practice Just Listening, 
find a quiet place where you will not be disturbed for 10-
15 minutes. Sit or kneel in a comfortable, upright 
position. Take several deep breaths and be aware of 
the air coming in and out of your lungs and notice the 
quiet around you. Ask God what he would like to tell 
you and the world about the social issues you are 
concerned about. Try to sense God’s love and other 
feelings for you, your community and the world. You 
may wish to sit in stillness, or you might try writing down 
what you think God might be saying to you and to your 
community/world. 

For more ways to pray, visit: https://catholiccurrent.org/
prayer-and-faith-formation/prayers/ 

 
 

 

Try out these ways to pray, and then make those 
that you find most helpful a practice in your daily life!  

  Living The Faith 
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