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Clergy Message                                                

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Happy Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord. With this celebration comes the conclusion of 

the Christmas season. As I remarked in my bulletin letter for Christmas Day, it is a peculiar 

notion for the Church to include our Lord’s baptism in the season that focuses on his birth. 

And yet, this is what the Christmas season is all about. It is about orienting us to the 

reason why He was born, why he was sent to us by the Father, his mission, which is what 

we profess every Sunday in the Creed: “For us men, and for our salvation, He came down 

from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit, was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man.” He was born to save us. 

C.S. Lewis, the 20th century English author put it this way, that Christ’s coming as a child in the outpost of 

Bethlehem was akin to a ruler sneaking behind enemy lines to reclaim his rightful rule. And this did not happen right 

away; the Christ child needed time to grow and mature, but when the time had come, Christ was baptized as a sign 

that it was time to accomplish His mission of salvation. 

As we celebrate our Lord’s baptism, I invite you to ponder the meaning of your own baptism. Pope Saint John Paul II 

once said that his baptism day was the most important day of his life. Why? Because this day marked a new 

beginning for us, and set us out on a new trajectory. For one, our baptism conformed us more to Christ as we 

became adopted sons and daughters of the father; we inherited His Holy Spirit and became His temple. What’s 

more, we became like Christ in that we too were given a mission, a mission that we hear proclaimed by the Prophet 

Isaiah from Sunday’s first reading: “Comfort, give comfort to my people” (Is 40:1). We are called and sent like Christ 

to be heralds of the Good News that God has come to us to comfort us, to shepherd us, his flock, whom he gathers, 

carries and leads with care (Is 40:11). This message is yours to share. It was tasked to you on the day of your 

baptism, that most important day of your life, which is why I always encourage people to find out the day of their 

baptism and to celebrate it. Mine is December 20th. 

As your shepherd, I am always looking for ways for us to participate in the mission given to us by our Lord. Last year 

I notified the parish that we would be partnering with the Oakland Catholic Worker (OCW) by offering them the old 

rectory residence on San Antonio Avenue. I moved out of that residence about a year ago and moved into the 

residence above the offices in hopes to put that space to better use. In August OCW moved in; you may remember 

meeting the family one Sunday after Mass. Since then, the community there has discerned that the San Antonio 

house does not satisfy their housing needs. They relayed to me that it is a lovely residence, but it is just a little too 

far away from their community in Oakland. Thus, they will be moving out shortly. Although I was saddened to hear 

this, I believe this is the right move for OCW, and we will continue to support them however we can as they will now 

try to find housing closer to their headquarters. 

Moving ahead, the plan is to place the San Antonio house on the market for any interested party to rent. But this 

does not mean that our charitable mission has come to an end, quite the opposite. Toward the end of November, the 

Welcome the Stranger ministry approached me and asked if they could temporarily use one of our apartments 

above the Blue Dot café to house a refugee family from Afghanistan, a family which had been evacuated from the 

Kabul Airport in August. I let them use the apartment for $1. This arrangement has worked out so well, that Welcome 

the Stranger has asked to rent the apartment long term, for slightly more money. 

As a parish, we have been blessed with these commercial and residential properties; I am not sure of any other 

parish that has something like this. We could take full advantage of these and rent them to obtain maximum profit, 

but our mission as a Church calls us to something different. Our faith teaches us that material goods are not ends in 

themselves, but are to be used for the good of other people. We are called to be stewards of these things, of 

property and money so that they can further the proclamation of the Gospel. God gives them to us so that He can 

help us to bring that mission to fulfillment, to comfort the people who are in need, as Christ comforts us. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

 

P.S. As the Coronavirus continues to surge, the recommendation to wear N95 or KN95 masks is becoming more 

prominent. Besides those, surgical masks are recommended. Cloth masks do not provide as much protection as 

these. Consider making the change to a more protective mask, as well as taking a supplement of Vitamin C, Vitamin 

D and Zinc (in consultation with your doctor).  



 

 

Upcoming Events 

What are your 
priorities for the 
new year? 

Start your new year out 
right and sign up today for a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience. Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
gives the tools for a strong vibrant marriage. Both Virtual 

and In-Person Experiences are available in the Oakland 
Diocese.  Go to www.wwme.org to find the Experience 

that is just right for you! Early registration is highly 

recommended. 

 

American Red Cross/Knights Of 
Columbus Community Blood Drive 

Saturday, January 22 
10 am - 4 pm, Notre Dame Hall 

To schedule your appointment or for more information 

visit: Redcrossblood.org and 

enter sponsor Code: 

ALAMEDAKOFC, or call1-800-

733-2767. Masks and social 

distancing required for donors 

and volunteers. 

If you have questions regarding your eligibility to 

donate blood, call 1-866-236-3276. 

 

         Other News 

2021 Bishop’s Appeal Update 

Thank you to all who have made pledges and gifts to 

the Bishop’s Appeal. Through December 15, our 

Parish have raised 51.29% of the $51,000 goal. 

New Year’s Resolution?  
Read All Four Gospels! 

Ann Naffziger, MDiv, MA will be teaching a 6-week 
Overview of the Four Gospels course on zoom 
beginning in January. She’ll lead you through reading 
all four Gospels in their 
entirety (it doesn't take 
that long!) so you can see 
for yourself what’s 
included and what’s not. 
Two identical sections of 
the class will be taught on 
Tuesday evenings 7:00-
8:30 pm and Wednesdays 
1:00-2:30 pm, starting 
Jan 18 and ending Feb 23. To register, go to: https://
pastoral.center/reading-the-gospels-jan-2022 or email 
Ann for more information: 

ann@gospelliving.org.  

The Feast of Santo Niño (Holy Infant) 

The Feast will be celebrated on Sunday, January 16 at 

the 9:30 am Mass (in the High School Quad). You are 

invited to bring your statues and place them on a table by 

the Altar for a special blessing. 

(Note: The Novena to Santo Nino, which started  on 

January 7, will continue through January 15, from 6:00 - 

7:00 pm in the Basilica.  The Parish Community is most 

welcome to participate in the Novena hosted by our 

Simbang Gabi Ministry.) 

http://www.wwme.org
Redcrossblood.org
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     Get Involved   

Active Parish Ministries 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  (Virtual) 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, Parish Center) 

Faith Formation News: Lent 2020 Scripture Reflection Ends  – For Now 
The Thursday Night Scripture Reflection that began as a six-week Lenten program in 2020, switched to Zoom with 
sheltering in place, and after Easter kept going and going like the Energizer bunny, has come to an end. We are so 
grateful for the team formed by Steve Mullin that included John Scott, Rodney and Jocelyn Pierre-Antoine, Anna 
Adams, Eric Bertelsen, and Teri Rose, all of whom willingly transitioned to virtual for the remainder of Lent last year, 
some continuing as presenters for months longer, and Teri, Anna and Eric until the final gathering on December 16, 
22 months later. At its height forty people a week gathered to listen as the gospel for the upcoming Sunday was 
proclaimed and a prepared reflection offered by a member of the team and then had an opportunity to share their 
own thoughts and insights. As in-person obligations and extracurricular activities resumed the numbers slowly 
dropped but a handful continued to attend regularly. At the final session participants spoke or shared via email 
about the value of connecting with a sacred community, especially during those difficult times when we were unable 
to even attend Mass together; making friends they have never met in person; being nourished and inspired by the 
sharing, spiritual maturity and courage of their fellow participants; and having their eyes and hearts opened to new 
ways of thinking. Remember at the beginning of Advent when Fr. Mario challenged everyone to read Sunday’s 
readings before attending Mass? These participants will definitely vouch for the power of doing that, and take it a 
step further by reflecting on it prayerfully with others. Stay tuned: there seems to be a strong interest in Part Two, 
perhaps a hybrid in-person and Zoom version starting Lent 2022. For information or to share your suggestions 
contact Anne Marie at 510-995-9409.  

Many thanks to the Shower with Cards 
Volunteers!!! 

We have so much gratitude to the entire Parish Community, both 
our Schools, St. Philip Neri, and the Del Rey Kindergarten Class 
who did not just shower, but flooded, our more vulnerable 
parishioners and brothers and sisters in care homes with over 
500 cards this Christmas! Praise God for your generous hearts 
and your much-needed words of hope and love. May you and 
your families continue to be the Hesed to the world - God's love, 
covenant faithfulness, mercy, grace, kindness, loyalty - in short, 
acts of devotion and loving-kindness that go beyond the 
requirements of duty. 

If you would like to know about our Community Outreach Ministry 
or volunteer, please contact: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com 

mailto:ebmcgaffey@gmail.com
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mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com


 

 

Praying Together                                                                                     

January Infant Baptism:  
Congratulations and welcome 

Adam Gabriel Fabian Pareja 

into our community of faith in 

Jesus Christ.  Please keep 

Adam, his parents and godparents in your prayers.  

(Communal Infant baptism is celebrated on the first 

Sunday of the month at all the Masses.  For Infant 

Baptism process information, contact Sherley Lim: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or visit our website: 

https://sjbalameda.org/baptism 

 

Recent Passing 
Soledad Tuazon 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief,  Rest In Peace. 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Lhiza H. Brown, Jane 
Burgelin, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 
Bautista, Dwayne Eugene Brown, Nia 
Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, Mila 
Eugenio, Rino Gacad, Mary Rocca, 
Amelia Miguel, An Nguyen, Dalmacio 
Quinto, Nory A. Reyes, Michael Ricica 
and Ramon N. Tirona. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had 
been baptized in the River Jordan and as 

the Holy Spirit descended upon him, solemnly 
declared him your beloved Son, grant that your 

children by adoption, reborn of water and the Holy 
Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you. Through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the month of January  is sponsored  
by anonymous for Parish Community of St. Joseph 

Basilica. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  Mass Intentions     

  Saturday, January 8 

8:30 am †Rose Freitas 

5:00 pm  1)†Ester Gangcuangco 

  2)†Janet Karp 
  

  Sunday, January 9 

 7:30 am  †Brigido Aquino - Birthday remembrance 

 9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm †Thomas Dotty Fernandez 

 7:00 pm †Ami Miciano & Francis Urtula 
 

  Monday, January 10 

 8:30am The Residents of South Shore Care Center 
 

  Tuesday, January 11 

 8:30 am 1)†Margaret Hogan 

  2)†Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
 

   

  Wednesday, January 12 

8:30am  Special Intention of Price Family 

  Thursday, January 13 

8:30 am Special Intention of Robyn Ramirez 

  Friday, January 14 

8:30 am †Leslie & Stella Cruz 
 

  Saturday, January 15 

8:30 am Carmen Sandoval (Birthday) & Family -  
  Thanksgiving 

5:00 pm Lim & Thong Families - Thanksgiving 
   

  Sunday, January 16 

 7:30 am Amelia Nabaza - Birthday 

 9:30 am Angela Smith - Birthday 

 12:00 pm  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm †Tate Eugenio 

BAPTISMAL DEATH AND RESURRECTION 

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we also honor our own baptism as our initiation into the Christian life and 

community. In the Gospel, the baptism of Jesus, with his immersion and then emergence from the water, points to his 

later submission to God at his death, and his emergence from the grave at his resurrection. This pattern of death and 

resurrection is our path too, as followers of Jesus. Throughout life, often in small ways, we learn to surrender our limited 

and self-centered agendas. This surrender often feels like death. The sacrament of Baptism ritually enacts this pattern 

to remind us of Jesus’ death and resurrection, so that we too might embrace the deaths and resurrections of our own 

lives. As Jesus emerged from the water, he encountered his Father and the Holy Spirit. Like Jesus, we can know we are 

God’s beloved, empowered by the Spirit.  

Reflection question: What can I do this week to be well-pleasing to God? 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/baptism


 

 

General Information 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 4:00pm (for in-person help) 
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners 

should begin at least six months in advance of the 

proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario 

Rizzo directly to begin the process. Call (510) 995-

9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact 

Sherley Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of 

Christian Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary 

of your choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 

 

Daily Mass  

8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page: Link: https://

www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 
7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 
12:00 pm - Basilica  
7:00 pm - Basilica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Our Mission:  

To Live As Jesus Teaches 
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   Living The Faith 

Don’t Let Culture Raise Your Kids 

This book review was originally published on USCCB’s “For 
Your Marriage” website.  

On the cover of Don’t Let the Culture Raise Your 

Kids by Marcia Segelstein, we see a child looking out a 

window with both hands pressed against the glass. Is this 

book about isolating your child from the world? Not at all. It is 

a book about what Christian parents can do to maintain their 

beliefs and values in a world that continually bombards 

children and their families with harmful influences. Before 

becoming a mother herself, Marcia Segelstein covered family 

issues for CBS News. 

She took up writing from home about family concerns, 

eventually becoming a columnist and a senior editor for 

Salvo magazine. She has written for FoxNews.com, First 

Things, WORLD Magazine, and Touchstone. Edelstein says 

that from the time she grew up to the time of raising her own 

children (both of whom are now in their twenties), the culture 

shifted from one that might not have been explicitly Christian 

to one that actively works against Christian morals and 

values. She wants to share what she has learned about the 

pervasive influence of the culture on the family and to show 

adults how to be the parents their children need. The book 

first explains the critical role of parents. Children need 

parents to be authority figures, yet modern parents have 

been abdicating that role. Permissive parenting, in the 

name of fostering children’s happiness, self-esteem, and 

creativity, has produced entitled, disrespectful, and 

demanding children. Authoritative parenting is not 

authoritarian or mean; it is a loving, nurturing, consistent, 

standard-setting style of parenting. Saying “no” does not 

stifle a child’s creativity but rather fosters problem-solving. 

Confident, authoritative parents inspire children to follow their 

lead. 

Subsequent chapters address prominent examples of how 

the culture introduces concepts that contradict Christian 

values, especially regarding schools, media, sex, 

pornography, and consumerism. For every issue, the author 

gives multiple real-life examples of the incursion of unwanted 

ideologies and morals on our children. Some instances might 

have gone unnoticed or unconsidered by readers and will 

provoke further thinking. Some could elicit astonishment and 

chagrin. Readers might be all too familiar with other 

examples and feel at a loss for how to respond. But 

Segelstein never leaves readers stranded. 

 

Through this book, Segelstein offers parents ways to 

counteract bad cultural influences in healthy, constructive 

ways. A sizable part of every chapter is “Solutions, Tips, & 

Tools” that are practical, specific ways for parents to exercise 

responsibility. Already in the first chapter, on 

parenting, the author quotes a founding member of 

the American College of Pediatricians that “it’s 

never too late to start,” and goes on to tell how to 

begin anew with even a school-age child. Tips and 

tools range from setting reasonable rules and 

discipline methods through establishing 

rituals family meals, vacations, and respect, to 

writing a family mission statement.  

Tips for issue-oriented chapters are equally down-

to-earth and easily manageable. In some cases, 

specific tools are recommended such as guides to 

video games and electronic device filters. Even the 

author’s final thoughts chapter, about living 

according to one’s beliefs, offers tips that begin with 

where to get help for the parent who feels 

overwhelmed. Segelstein recommends praying 

together, going to church together, and church 

involvement, among other suggestions. 

Everything in Don’t Let the Culture Raise Your Kids 

is amply supported by research and expert opinion, 

with 268 citations at the back of the book. A 

resources appendix list recommends books and 

websites. 

About the Reviewer: 

Mary Ann Paulukonis is a wife, mother and 

grandmother whose life also includes artistic 

pursuits, writing, and ministry consulting. 


