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Clergy Message                                                

Dear St. Joseph Family 

I would like to share the “poem” by Howard Thurman that I mentioned in my homily last 

weekend. Feel free to cut it out and put it on your refrigerator or use as a bookmark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am really impressed by this idea of prolonging the Christmas message. Personally, I find it hard to move away from the 

Christmas season, but if you are like me, this truth, which Thurman speaks of, can help. The message, and the work, of 

Christmas continue because the work of Christmas is the work of salvation. This is why Jesus Christ was born, to save 

us, which, on the one hand, He did once and for all 2,000 years ago, never to be repeated. And yet, in a mysterious 

way, He calls us to experience this work anew, to be witnesses of it unfolding in our lives, and on a deeper level, to also 

be participants in His work. Not that we are to be the saviors of others, but rather, conduits of Christ’s saving love. 

Through our concrete acts of love (kindness, patience, mercy, etc.), which can be the ordinary, daily tasks we carry out, 

the love of God flows, which in turn draws people into an encounter with the Savior, much like what happened with the 

shepherds, who, after encountering the Christ child, went and proclaimed this news to their region (cf. Luke 2:20). This 

work is ongoing, and you are called to participate in it fully. Don’t lose sight of this mission now that the Christmas 

season has passed. There are many lost still to be found; many broken that need a healing touch; many hungry (both 

physically and spiritually) who need to be fed. Sometimes, these people are in our own homes. 

Having shared this poem, I would like to also remind you of my four expectations for Mass for this new year, as I see 

them as simple ways to enter more fully into this mission of participating in the work of salvation. Mass is where Christ 

draws us most completely into this work, and so, we must prepare well. If we do, then we will have a more fruitful 

celebration of Mass, which in turn leads to a more fruitful sharing, and proclamation of the Gospel. 

You can find my longer explanations of these expectations from the original bulletin on the first Sunday of Advent, which 

can be found on our website. 

1. Read the readings sometime before Mass, preferably several times throughout the week. God speaks to us 

through Scripture, and He will say something to you as you read ahead. 

2. Wear your “Sunday Best.”  Be intentional about picking special clothes to wear to the most special thing you will do 

all week, Mass. Yes, Mass is the most special thing you will do all week! 

3. Arrive to Mass early. At Mass Christ enters into our midst and presides over our ceremony. We have to be prepared 

to welcome Him into our church and into our hearts. Try your best not to rush to Mass, but prepare a calm heart for Him 

with a few minutes of silent prayer in the church. 

4. Participate boldly. This is the fruit of prayerful preparation. If we are conscious that Christ is leading us in worship, 

we won’t be able to resist singing and saying our responses with joy! Do not be shy about participating in Mass. The 

world does not need shy Catholics, but joyful ones. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

- Howard Thurman 



 

Can you use a little peace  
this week?  

Join us for Taize on Friday, Jan 28,  

8 pm in the Basilica 

Taizé is an ecumenical, candlelit service of music, 
prayer, scripture and silent worship. It is offered as a 
witness to peace and reconciliation for which we gather 
each month.  All are welcome! 

Visit us on www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

       Ministry Update 

Events around the Diocese: 
Workshop on Racial Justice 

Monday, January 24, 2022, 7:15  - 8:45 pm 
Repeats every Monday until February 7, 2022 

Since last summer, a small group led by Fr. Steven Bell, 
CSP has met to develop a series of workshops on racial 
justice. These workshops are, in a way, a natural follow-
up to last year’s well-received zoom sessions on Critical 
Conversations on Race at Newman hosted by Fr. Bell. 
These are the some of the questions that will be 
explored: 

What underpins systemic racism? 
How do we become more aware of it and, more 
importantly, how do we do something about it? 

The series kicks off on Monday, January 24. There will 
be one workshop a week for three consecutive weeks. 
Each session will be one and half hours in length and will 
begin at 7:15 pm. Due to ongoing COVID concerns, all 
sessions will be via ZOOM. 

If you’d like to sign up and get the zoom link or are 
interested in more information, please 

Contact: Bill Joyce (Newman Peacemakers/ Fr. Bill O’D 
SJC) webike@yahoo.com; 510-599-4950 

Welcome the Stranger: Making a 
Difference during the Holidays 

Our Afghan refugee family was filled with joy over the 

holidays with gift cards from the St Joseph Basilica 

Angel Giving Project and gifts from Ms. Laguicao and 

the St. Philip Neri 8th Grade class. The look of joy on 

the faces of the children and their parents when they 

opened their gifts helped them realize the goodness 

and kindness of our 

community after 

experiencing the 

trauma of their flight 

from Afghanistan 

and making a new 

life in Alameda. The 

volunteers of 
Welcome the 

Stranger Refugee 

Resettlement 

Committee continue 

to work with the family. Weekly schedules include 

tutoring for the children, English tutoring for the mom, 

vaccine dental and doctor appointments with the goal 

of always striving to build independence. Thankfully, a 

car was donated for this family and the father passed 

his driver’s test on the first try! 

Your continued prayers for the growth of this ministry 

are always welcome. If you would like to make a 

donation or have any questions, please reach out to 

Anna Rossi at amrossi1238@aol.com or at (510) 814-

1038. 

Catholic Schools Week 

January 31, 2022 - February 5 

National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual 

celebration of Catholic education 

in the United States. Now entering 

its 48th anniversary year, CSW 

has traditionally been held the last 

week in January. Schools typically 

observe the week with Masses, 

assemblies and other activities for 

students, families, parishioners, 

and community members to 

celebrate. 

For more details about Catholic 

Schools Week , go to: www.NCEA.org.csw  

Please keep all students, parents, faculty and staff in 
your prayers. 

Adoration with the Young Adults Group 
Wednesday, February 2, 8 pm, Parish Center 

February 2 is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

and young adults in the age group of 20s-30s are 

invited to join the YAG for an Adoration service in 

honor of the Lord on the Feast Day. Please come and 

spend time with Jesus. Fr. Mario is the celebrant for 

the service. 

Lunar New Year 
Tuesday, February 1 

We invite all our Parish 

family especially those who 

celebrate the Lunar New 

Year, to attend the 8:30 am 

Mass on February 1 and 

thereafter for a special 

blessing. 

Happy Lunar New Year 

of the Tiger! 
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     Get Involved   

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration 
In Vietnamese 

7:00 - 8:00 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th Fridays, 
7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st Saturdays, 
Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): 
Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com (4th 
Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
(Virtual) 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 2nd 
Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-person 
& Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, Parish 
Center) 

Shower with Cards Valentine Campaign 
Your words of love and encouragement over the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays touched 

over 300 hearts! As we head into the third year of 

pandemic limitations for many, the need to 

continue to share our hearts and our loving words 

carry an even stronger urgency. If you are able, 

please write Valentines to "Dear Friend," and sign 

as "Your Friend from St. Joseph Basilica."  

We will be collecting completed cards in the drop-

box on the rectory porch until Sunday, February 

6. If you would like to get more involved with the 

SJB Community Outreach Ministry, please contact 

us at: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com or 510-332-

9940. Thank you for your continued support! 

Faith Formation - Encountering Christ 

How does someone discover Jesus? It could be through you: 

maybe by an explicit invitation (“Why don’t you come with me 

to church tomorrow?”) or maybe by simply smiling at 

someone you don’t know at Mass. You never know what 

newcomer has been drawn into church by God’s gentle pull 

and is sitting there unsure whether they belong; your 

welcoming smile or greeting after Mass might be just what 

they need to come back. Currently, St. Joseph’s is blessed to 

have one catechumen (Liza) preparing for baptism this 

Easter, two candidates (Judd and David) baptized in different 

Christian traditions preparing to become Catholic, three 

Catholics (Andrea, Veronica, and Jesse) preparing to 

complete their Christian initiation with Confirmation (and First 

Eucharist for two of them), and two new inquirers starting 

their journey. Be Christ for someone this week and set others 

on the path. Inquiry leading to Christian Initiation has 

resumed on Wednesdays; contact Anne Marie at: 

afourre@sjbalameda.org for information.  

SVDP 5th Sunday 

Collection 

The Special Collection for the 

weekend of January 29/30 will be 

the St. Vincent De Paul 5th 

Sunday collection. This is the first 5th Sunday of 

the year and liturgically we are in Ordinary Time. 

We have been receiving requests for help from 

people with ordinary needs, whether it is sleeping 

bags for the winter shelter in Alameda or help with 

a utility bill or rental assistance. Your contribution 

will help us provide for the families and individuals 

with what they need. 

The money that we receive from Faith Direct and 

from the 5th Sunday collections will also be used 

to assist people in our neighborhood. We are 

grateful for your support because it helps us show 

Christ’s love for our neighbors in need. Please 

continue to support our neighbors with your 

donations and with your prayers. God bless. 
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Lhiza H. Brown, Jane Burgelin, 
Ronald M Bautista, Romelita Bautista, 
Dwayne Eugene Brown, Nia Loralei 
Cain, Mary Cronin, Mila Eugenio, Rino 
Gacad, Elvie Mendoza, Amelia Miguel, 
An Nguyen, Dalmacio Quinto, Mary 
Rocca, Nory A. Reyes, Michael Ricica 
and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you 
like a name added to the Sick List, 
please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 
(510) 995 9420.  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

(Third Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

Almighty ever-living God, 

direct our actions according to your 

good pleasure, 

that in the name of your beloved Son 

we may abound in good works. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.  

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for week January 22/23 is sponsored  
In loving memory of Douglas Steed 

MASS INTENTIONS 
  Mass Intentions 

  Saturday, January 22 

8:30 am Living & Deceased Members of the Barrentes 

  Family 

5:00 pm  Averlado & Teodora Tibayan - 50th Wedding 

  Anniversary 

  Sunday, January 23 
 7:30 am  †Antonio Finuliar 

 9:30 am †Tyler Ward 

12:00 pm Living & Deceased Family Members of the 

  Apel Family 

 7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

  Monday, January 24 

 8:30am Special Intention of Mrs. Mão Dao 

  Tuesday, January 25 

 8:30 am †Doug Steed - Birthday remembrance 

  Wednesday, January 26 

8:30am  Maurice & Anna Harnett & Family 

  Thursday, January 27 

8:30 am 1)†Norman Skip Eltringham 

  2) Jess James & Remelyn Laguicao - Wedding 
  Anniversary 

  Friday, January 28 

8:30 am 1) †Julita Manese 

  2) †Olimpia Duarte - Birthday remembrance 
 

  Saturday, January 29 

8:30 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

5:00 pm †Paz Posadas - Death Anniversary 

  Sunday, January 30 

 7:30 am †Salud Fuentes Villafranca 

 9:30 am Rebecca & Ador Quinto - Thanksgiving Intention 

 12:00 pm  †Herbert Apel & Carl Boeckenheuser 

 7:00 pm †Helene Pare - 99th Birthday 
 

GOD’S LAW 
Scripture has always held God’s law to be the path to human happiness. In today’s first reading, Ezra the priest reads 
the scroll of the law to the people returned from exile. They weep—then are joyful. Israel’s relationship with God had 
always been defined by how they kept and lived God’s law. The author of Psalm 96 likewise praises the law of God as 
the source of wisdom, joy and enlightenment, purity and justice. 
In his advice to the bickering Corinthians, Paul points out that, just as God has made all parts of a human body 
essential for the health of the whole, living as “Christ’s body” requires that each member be recognized as necessary 
for the good of all. Finally, in Luke’s Gospel Jesus claims that the Spirit is sending him to relieve human suffering. Like 
Ezra, he is reading from a scroll, proclaiming God’s “law” of mercy to those in need.  

Reflection question: How can I allow God to direct my actions this week? 

All rights reserved./Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

 

Weekly Altar Flowers And / Or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the weekly 

Altar Flowers, or one candle for the weekly 

Sanctuary Lamp. Request is open for the month 

of February/March. Altar. Your intention will be 

printed in the weekly Bulletin.  Donations for Altar 

Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor and select a date,  please contact 

Sherley Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org, or 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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General Information 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am - 4:00pm (for in-person help) 
(close for lunch: 1 - 2 pm) 

For assistance, please contact Parish Office  

510-522 0181, email: parish@sjbalameda.org 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners 

should begin at least six months in advance of the 

proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario 

Rizzo directly to begin the process. Call (510) 995-

9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact 

Sherley Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Danielle Colvert - Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / dcolvert@csdo.org 

Christian Burials: Funerals and the Rite of 

Christian Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary 

of your choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral  Mass scheduling, please contact the 

Parish Office. 

 

Daily Mass  

8:30 am, Basilica 
Monday - Saturday 

Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page: Link: https://

www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass 

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil - Basilica 
7:30 am - Basilica (no singing) 

9:30 am - Quad 
12:00 pm - Basilica  
7:00 pm - Basilica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am & 

3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Welcome To Our Visitors! 
Thank you for worshipping with us today!  We hope to 

see you again.  If you would like to be a member of our 

Parish Family, simply pick up a registration form found 

in the Church Vestibule, website: sjbalameda.org, or 

Parish Office.  Drop off the completed form to the 

Office or email to secretary@sjbalameda.org 
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   Living The Faith 

January 6: The Vatican released Pope Francis' message for World 
Mission Sunday, which will be celebrated Oct. 23 with the theme, "You 
shall be my witnesses." 

"Every Christian is called to be a missionary and witness to Christ. And the 
church, the community of Christ's disciples, has no other mission than that 
of bringing the Gospel to the entire world by bearing witness to Christ," 
the pope wrote in his message for the celebration, which will be held Oct. 23. 

The theme chosen for the 2022 celebration is taken from the Acts of the 
Apostles: "You will be my witnesses." The Vatican released the pope's 
message on Jan. 6. 

In his message, the pope reflected on three key "foundations of the life and 
mission of every disciple," beginning with the call to bear witness to Christ. 

While all who are baptized are called to evangelize, the pope said the mission is carried out in communion with the 
church and not on "one's own initiative." 

"Indeed, it was no coincidence that the Lord Jesus sent his disciples out on mission in pairs; the witness of Christians to 
Christ is primarily communitarian in nature," the pope wrote. "Hence, in carrying out the mission, the presence of a 
community, regardless of its size, is of fundamental importance." 

Furthermore, he added, those who follow Jesus are called not only to proclaim the Gospel, but to bear witness to it by 
the way they live their lives. 

"Missionaries of Christ are not sent to communicate themselves, to exhibit their persuasive qualities and abilities or their 
managerial skills," he said. "The example of a Christian life and the proclamation of Christ are inseparable. One is at the 
service of the other. They are the two lungs with which any community must breathe if it is to be missionary." 

Jesus sent and continues to send his disciples out to evangelize the whole world, the pope said, and that has and 
continues to involve bearing witness to Christ even amid persecution. 

"Due to religious persecution and situations of war and violence, many Christians are forced to flee from their 
homelands to other countries. We are grateful to these brothers and sisters who do not remain locked in their own 
suffering but bear witness to Christ and to the love of God in the countries that accept them," the wrote. 

Catholics must acknowledge how "the presence of faithful of various nationalities enriches the face of parishes and 
makes them more universal, more Catholic," he said. "Consequently, the pastoral care of migrants should be valued as 
an important missionary activity that can also help the local faithful to rediscover the joy of the Christian faith they have 
received." 

Jesus sent and continues to send his disciples out to evangelize the whole world, the pope said, and that has and 
continues to involve bearing witness to Christ even amid persecution. 

"Due to religious persecution and situations of war and violence, many Christians are forced to flee from their 
homelands to other countries. We are grateful to these brothers and sisters who do not remain locked in their own 
suffering but bear witness to Christ and to the love of God in the countries that accept them," the wrote. 

Catholics must acknowledge how "the presence of faithful of various nationalities enriches the face of parishes and 
makes them more universal, more Catholic," he said. "Consequently, the pastoral care of migrants should be valued as 
an important missionary activity that can also help the local faithful to rediscover the joy of the Christian faith they have 
received."  

"Christ's church will continue to 'go forth' toward new geographical, social and existential horizons, toward 'borderline' 
places and human situations, in order to bear witness to Christ and his love to men and women of every people, culture 
and social status," he wrote.  

Lastly, the pope said the call to bear witness must be "strengthened and guided by the Spirit," especially through prayer 
"when we feel tired, unmotivated or confused." 

"Let me emphasize once again that prayer plays a fundamental role in the missionary life, for it allows us to be 
refreshed and strengthened by the Spirit as the inexhaustible divine source of renewed energy and joy in sharing 
Christ's life with others," he wrote. 

Recalling the example of lay and religious men and women who tirelessly worked to promote evangelization, Pope 
Francis said that "the same Spirit who guides the universal church also inspires ordinary men and women for 
extraordinary missions."  (Source: Angelus Newscom) 

Sister Gabriela Luna Diaz, a member of the 
Eucharistic Missionaries of St. Teresa, visits a 

Hispanic family in northwestern Wisconsin in this 
Oct. 14, 2015, file photo.(CNS photo/Rich 

Kalonick, Catholic Extension)  

https://angelusnews.com/news/vatican/ordinary-people-called-to-be-extraordinary-christian-witnesses-pope-says/

