
 

  

Parish Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person visits 
 (closed for lunch 1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

email: parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone: 510 522 0181 

website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  https://

www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/ 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am/ Saturday: 8:30 am & 

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament Of Reconciliation  

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,  

or by appointment 

Welcome to the Basilica 

Our Mission:  

To Live As Jesus Teaches 

1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda,  

CA 94501 

. 

mailto:parish@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/
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Clergy Message                                                

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Several months ago, I wrote to you about a plan to rent out the San Antonio house 

(formerly the priests’ residence) to a local group, The Oakland Catholic Worker (OCW). 

For several months in the Fall, OCW resided there, but decided it would be better for 

them to rent a place closer to their main facility in Oakland. Since then, God has 

provided us another opportunity to participate in the spreading of the Gospel. In early 

January, I notified you that a local Alameda ministry, Shelter in Peace,  would be renting an apartment from the 

parish that is above Blue Dot Café. We now know who the family is who will be residing in that apartment, a 

Haitian Mother and three children, who fled Haiti in 2016 for Chile, and came to the United States in the Fall via 

the Southern Border, a perilous six-week journey through 10 countries. Here is the link to the entire article about 

them from the SF Chronicle. Please read it to learn more about them and their journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo: Gabrielle Lurie/The Chronicle) 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/eastbay/article/A-Haitian-family-risked-their-lives-to-make-it-to-16695358.php#photo-21817639 

 

This family’s story fits in well with something the Church is celebrating this week, National Marriage Week. Their 

story is about a husband and wife who are risking literally everything for their children. This is what husbands 

and wives are called to do; it is their mission, to give of themselves to their spouse, and to their children. And 

this is a difficult task; marriage is hard! But when God created marriage, He endowed it with special gifts and 

graces to help couples carry out their mission. Those who are bound together in the Sacrament of Matrimony 

especially, are united in a special way to Christ, so that their love is taken up into His own. So, let us pray for 

our married couples who have been entrusted with the task of being mothers and fathers, and of leading each 

other to heaven. 

Last week I notified you about the rollout of a new marriage preparation ministry. Holy marriages are obviously 

something that I want to foster here at St. Joseph. But really it is all the vocations that we should be praying for 

and encouraging, which include the religious life, single life and priesthood. At the end of the month, St. 

Patrick’s Seminary will be hosting a discernment retreat for young men who are thinking about priesthood. If you 

are one of these men, or have any questions about discerning your vocation, please do not hesitate to reach out 

to me. This is what I am here for. 

Lastly, we have finally begun installing the new furnaces in the Basilica. It took some time to get the contract 

worked up from the Diocese, but work has started! Thank you for your patience. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/eastbay/article/A-Haitian-family-risked-their-lives-to-make-it-to-16695358.php#photo-21817639


 

 

Upcoming Events 

FORMED Movie Pick of the week 
Restless Heart: The Confessions of Augustine 

Filmed in Europe, this first full-length feature movie on 

St. Augustine uses a historic backdrop to tell the true 

story of one of the Church's most beloved and well-

known saints. Its message of sin, conversion, and 

redemption is as timely today as it was in the fifth 

century. It is the story of a gifted man who pursues 

fame and fortune without a moral compass—and the 

dramatic changes that occur in his soul when 

challenging events lead him to see the light of truth. It 

also chronicles the collapse of the Roman world and 

how Augustine laid the intellectual foundations of what 

would later become Europe. Alongside Augustine, the 

stories of two other great saints, Monica and Ambrose, 

are also portrayed.time. For Video link: https://

watch.formed.org/restless-heart 

 

30th World Day of the Sick 2022 

Mass Times 
 

 

Cathedral of Christ The Light Saturday, 
February 12, 11:00 am 

Bishop Barber invites all who are sick or ill, as well as 

family members, caregivers and healthcare providers, 

to observe this day with him and many priests, religious 

and laity from throughout the diocese. Please join us in 

this special opportunity to pray for healing and hope in 

this fragile population. This World Day of the Sick in 

Oakland will include: 

• Mass 

• Sacrament of anointing the sick 

• Blessing of caregivers and healthcare providers 
Distribution of holy water from Lourdes, France 

 

St. Joseph Basilica 

Saturday, February 19. 8:30 am 

Our Parish  will celebrate the 30th World Day of the 

Sick at the 8:30 Mass, followed by the Anointing of the 

Sick after Mass. All are welcome! 

February 8: International Day of Prayer and 
Awareness Against Human Trafficking 

The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace and the 
International Union of Superiors General has designated 
February 8 as an annual day of prayer and awareness 
against human trafficking. 
February 8 is also the feast day 
of St. Josephine Bakhita, who 
was kidnapped as a child and 
sold into slavery in Sudan and 
Italy. Once Josephine was freed, 
she became a Canossian nun 
and dedicated her life to sharing 
her testament of deliverance 
from slavery and comforting the 
poor and suffering. She was 
declared a Saint in 2000. 

In solidarity with those who have 
suffered as victims of human 
trafficking, we pray: 

God, we ask your blessing on every victim of human 
trafficking. We know you bear their fear, their hurt and 
their pain. 

May they feel your loving presence wash over them. 

May justice be served. 

May these women, men and children be released from 
the anguish they suffer. 

As the people of Catholic health ministry, make us 
instruments of love and compassion  - seeking out, 
serving and helping to heal those who are victims of 
human trafficking. In Your name we pray. Amen.  
(source: https://www.chausa.org) 

World Day for the Sick February 11, 2022 

Every year on February 11, on the memorial of Our 

Lady of Lourdes, the Church observes World Day of the 

Sick. Instituted by Pope St. John Paul II in 1992, this 

day is an opportunity "for growth, with an attitude of 

listening, reflection, and effective commitment in the 

face of the great mystery of pain and illness".  

We pray for all those suffering from illness, especially 
those whose health has been impacted by the 
Coronavirus. We also pray 
for their caregivers and 
family members.  

His Holiness Pope Francis 

theme for the 30th World 

Day of the Sick:  

“Be merciful, even as your 

Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). 

Standing beside those who 

suffer on a path of charity. 

https://watch.formed.org/restless-heart
https://watch.formed.org/restless-heart


 

     Get Involved   

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th 
Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st 
Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 
(4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
(Virtual) 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 
2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-
person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, 
Parish Center) 

On-going News: 

Job Opening 
Our Elementary School has an 

immediate opening for the position of 

after-care assistant. Working with our 

after-care coordinator and a team of 

staff, the assistant will work each day 

school is in session 3 - 6 pm and 

longer hours when school has an early release day. If 

you enjoy working with children 4 - 14 years of age 

and are eager to work in a warm, welcoming school 

environment, send your letter of interest and resume 

to Mrs. Danielle Colvert at dcolvert@csdo.org 

 

Upcoming Second Collection 
Maintenance Collection: February 5/6 

The second collection is taken up on the first Sunday 

of every month.  Your support will assist in defraying 

the costs of maintaining the Parish buildings and 

grounds. Thank you. 

Support Our Local Advertisers Or 
Bulletin Advertisement 
Placing an ad in our bulletin raises visibility for 

your business in the community and at the same 

time support the costs of the printing of our 

parish bulletin.  We thank all our current and 

future advertisers for their support.   

Please show your support by shopping local and 

support our advertisers. 

(See the back page of the Bulletin for information 

on how to place an ad) 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator, 
510.995.9421 / frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 
510.995.9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation, 

510.995.9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator, 

510.522.0181 / mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Faith Formation – What's Coming Up? 
Christmas is behind us and we’re solidly in Ordinary 

Time. In another month Lent begins, but before that 

comes Mardi Gras! St. 

Joseph's next monthly 

gathering for our parish family 

on February 27 will include a 

mini - Mardi Gras celebration, 

as well as a burning of palms 

and some activities to help 

prepare for Lent. Did you know 

the colors of Mardi Gras reflect 

the liturgical seasons? The green of Ordinary Time 

changes into the purple of Lent before shifting into the 

gold of the Easter Season. There are many ways to 

learn more about our Catholic faith and traditions! 

Everyone is invited to join us after the 9:30 Mass for 

time together. 

mailto:ebmcgaffey@gmail.com
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Lhiza H. Brown, Jane Burgelin, 
Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 
Bautista, Dwayne Eugene Brown, 
Nia Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, 
Rino Gacad, Elvie Mendoza, 
Amelia Miguel, An Nguyen, 
Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. Reyes, 
Michael Ricica and Ramon N. 
Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration 
In Vietnamese 

7:00 - 8:00 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 
8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  

Prayer of the week 
(Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, 

that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, 

they may be defended always by your protection. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, God, forever and ever. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for week of February 5 & 6 is sponsored  
by anonymous for All Souls in Purgatory 

  Mass Intentions 

 

  Saturday, February 5 

8:30 am 1)†Yolanda Barrentes 

  2)†Dominic Chau Nguyen 

5:00 pm  †Mateo & Remedios ‘Meding’ Ramos 

  Sunday, February 6 
 7:30 am  †Olivia & Patricia Gomez 

 9:30 am  People of the Parish - living & deceased 

12:00 pm Roenna Alegre - Birthday 

 7:00 pm 1)†Len Call    2)†Jason Barry 

  Monday, February 7 
 8:30am The Residents of Alameda Health Care & 
  Wellness Center 

  Tuesday, February 8 

 8:30 am 1)†Dr. Benjamin Reyes  

  2)†Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
 

  Wednesday, February 9 

8:30am  Shirley Li - Birthday 

  Thursday, February 10 

8:30 am 1)†Wolfgang Zoeller 

  2)†Christopher Curtis 

  Friday, February 11 

8:30 am †Lourdes S. Relevante - Birthday remembrance 
 

  Saturday, February 12 

8:30 am 1)†Wolfgang Zoeller  2)†Lance Hansford 

5:00 pm †Marina Amaguin - Birthday Remembrance 
   

  Sunday, February 13 

 7:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 9:30 am 1)†Jocelyn Laydon 

  2) Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 

 12:00 pm  1)†David McGaffey   2)†Kitty Long 

 7:00 pm †Emmy Lou Dow & Michael McParland 
 

Mass Intention: To request a Mass Intention, 

please visit the Parish office, Monday - Friday, 

10 am—1 pm & 2—4 pm. 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Preparation for registered, active parishioners should begin 
at least six months in advance of the proposed wedding 
date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the 
process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 
frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley Lim  

510-995-9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  Anne 

Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
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Living The Faith 

Christ, our light and our peace. 
February is the month we celebrate Candlemas, 

the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the 

Temple, and the day priests bless candles for use 

in the liturgy. (Luke 2:22-40). 

We bless candles because when lit, they represent 

the light of Christ. That’s one of the reasons we 

named our new cathedral “Christ the Light.” When I 

was in high school choir, we used to chant at Mass 

on Feb. 2, “A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and 

the Glory of your people Israel.” These are the 

words Simeon said when he held the baby Jesus in 

his arms at the Presentation in the Temple. 

Candlemas is the traditional conclusion of the 

Christmas mystery. And what is that mystery? God 

the Father looked down from heaven, saw the 

plight of mankind gone astray since the time of 

Adam and Eve. He sent prophets to try and help us 

correct course, but when those prophets were 

rejected, the Father decided to send His only Son. 

At Christmas, the Eternal Son of the Father 

became a human being. “A man like us in all things 

but sin.” (Heb. 4:15).  

It’s like this: When a Navy aircraft carrier deploys, it 

often goes around the world, and is away from 

home for nine months to a year (or more). The 

5,000 sailors miss their wives and children. And the 

family members really miss their spouses, parents 

and children serving on board. 

So when a carrier comes back home to the Navy 

base in San Diego, Bremerton or Norfolk, it’s a 

huge deal. Fireboats meet the carrier and escort it, 

celebrating with plumes of water shooting into the 

air. Sailors are “manning the rails” in crisp dress 

blue uniforms. And the sailors’ wives, children and 

parents are on the dock, carrying “Welcome Home” 

signs, straining to see their sailor. The first ones off 

the ship are not those of the highest rank, but those 

sailors whose wives gave birth to babies they have 

not yet seen.  

The embraces of sailors and their loved ones, and 

the holding of those newborn babies, are some of 

the most tender moments I’ve witnessed. 

Now you have some idea of the joy Simeon felt in 

the Temple when he held the newborn Savior. He 

had been waiting not nine months, but a lifetime. 

And the people of Israel had waited for centuries. 

In the picture of the sailor embracing his wife after so 

long a wait, you have some idea of the love the 

heavenly Father has for each one of us, by sending 

his Son to be born of the blessed Virgin Mary, to 

save us from our sins. 

Most world religions are the story of mankind 

seeking God. But not with Christianity and our 

mother Judaism. Christianity and Judaism are the 

story of God seeking man.  

I know some people don’t feel happy at Christmas. 

Maybe you lost your mother or your spouse last year 

— and you were alone at Christmas for the first time. 

Or maybe you’ve been diagnosed with cancer or 

other serious illness. Or maybe you lost your job. 

The priest chaplain on the aircraft carrier I mentioned 

was watching all the wives and girlfriends leap into 

the arms of their sailors. The priest, being celibate, 

was thinking, “There’s no one here to welcome me 

when I come home.” Then he heard Christ say to 

him, “But you’re not home yet.” 

To those of you reading this, I assure you: Christ is 

here for you. Jesus Christ has been born for you. 

Not as a “one-off.” He wants to be born into the lives 

of each and every one of us. To guide us through 

this valley of tears into the realm of heavenly glory, 

where every tear will be wiped away. HE is our 

Peace. 

(As we conclude the Christmas season, let yourself 

be loved by the child Jesus, the Son of God, the 

Word made flesh, and splendor of the Father. Allow 

the Mighty God and Prince of Peace to find you.) 

—By Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ 

(Catholic Voice—February Issue) 



 



 

 

Other News...sacred stories 

As shared by Mrs. Danielle Colvert, Principal of St. Joseph Elementary School: Last week, I asked Ms. 

Gauntt and our 8th graders to take some time to reflect on their time at St. Joseph Elementary School. 

Knowing that we were starting Catholic Schools Week, I felt it was especially important to capture their 

thoughts and craft a message to show our gratitude for the wonderful St. Joseph community. I hope you 

enjoy this heartfelt THANK YOU on behalf of all the students at SJES. 

A Note from the Class of 2022 

What does it mean to be able to attend St. Joe’s Elementary school? This question was posed to our 

graduating eighth grade class of 2022. Below is a compilation of their thoughts and reflections…. 

Nine years, 1620 days, 11,340 hours, or 680,400 minutes spent together as a class has made us a 

family. Family is who you celebrate the joys and mourn the sorrows of our lives with. We consider 

ourselves fortunate to have spent part of our journey here at St. Joe’s. Our school has welcomed the 

stranger and embraced the broken-hearted. It helps us through trying times (ZOOM, anyone?? - turn on 

your cameras!! LOL), and manages to make learning fun! We appreciate how our teachers encourage 

us to seek answers instead of making us feel badly for not knowing everything straight away. One of the 

things that makes St. Joe's special is that the faculty and staff actually want to be here! They work so 

hard to give us opportunities and are preparing us for careers and futures that quite possibly haven’t 

even been dreamed of yet! 

We are learning to embrace life's challenges instead of giving up. If there's anything the past 13 months 

of online school and quarantines have taught us is that our community is stronger when we’re together, 

and our faith is the common bond we share.  

We appreciate how welcoming our community feels, whether we joined St. Joe’s in Kindergarten or in 

eighth grade. We also feel we are part of something bigger - we are all part of God’s divine plan. St. 

Joe's has taught us how to have 

compassion for those less fortunate 

and encouraged us to get involved by 

making blankets for the homeless, 

cards for those who are lonely, and 

different fundraisers to help those who 

need help. 

We don’t know where our lives will 

lead us, but we are grateful to have 

traveled this part of our journey 

together knowing that we are all 

children of a loving God. Now it’s our 

turn to go out and teach others what it 

means to be a follower of Jesus by 

being living examples of the light of 

Christ. 

Thank you St. Joseph! 

Picture credit: Ms. G.Gauntt/St. Joseph Elementary School 


