
 

 
Parish Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person visits 

 (closed for lunch 1:00 - 2:00 pm) 
 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am/ Saturday: 

8:30 am & 5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 12:00 pm & 

7:00 pm 

Sacrament Of Reconciliation 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

Our Mission: To Live As Jesus Teaches 

1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone: 510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/ 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 
begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to 
begin the process. Call 510.995.9421 or email: 
frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact 

Sherley Lim, 510.995.9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please 

contact  Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email:  

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

mailto:parish@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Clergy Message                                                

Dear St. Joseph family, 

Last week we had some problems with our bulletin. Apparently, the company that prints 

the bulletins ran low on ink and was unable to deliver the usual number of bulletins. 

Thus, I would like to recap a little of what I shared last week. Last week I shared an 

article from the SF Chronicle about the family from Haiti that will be living in our 

community, in one of the apartments above Blue Dot Café. Here is the original article in 

case you missed it. 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/eastbay/article/A-Haitian-family-risked-their-lives-to-make-it-to-16695358.php 

 

And here is a second article, which gives an update on the mother’s birth: 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/eastbay/article/Is-a-Haitian-family-s-struggle-to-reunite-in-16827232.php 

 

As you read these articles, it is crucial to keep in mind a couple of the key tenets of Catholic Social Teaching, the 

dignity of the human person and solidarity. Why do we help people in need? Because of our inherent dignity. We 

are made in the image and likeness of God (Latin, imago dei), which means we are made for God, to know God, 

to know God’s love for us, and to make a free choice to love God in return. Each and every person is created for 

this purpose and for this end. When we look at one another, especially the poorest and most neglected, we 

ought to see each other the way God sees us, with this inherent dignity; we were made for God, who cherishes 

each of us with an inestimable love. 

From this truth flows the principle of solidarity. Being made in the imago dei, being made for God who is Trinity, 

we are made for community. The Trinity is a community of persons who give themselves to others completely. 

God the Father and God the Son give themselves to each other completely, and as a result a third Divine 

Person, the Holy Spirit, proceeds. Being made in the imago dei, we have an innate desire to live in communities, 

to give ourselves to others, and to receive the gift others make of themselves to us. Solidarity is a recognition of 

this interdependence, that we cannot exist on our own, that we need one another. The poor, the refugee, the 

isolated need us, and in a mysterious way, we need them, for through them, we learn to love and in doing so, 

meet God. 

On a separate note, you may have heard of Governor Newsom’s decision to let the mask mandate expire for 

vaccinated persons. See the website for Alameda County’s Public Health Department and how this decision 

affects us: 

 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx 

 

This means that next Sunday you may see many people inside the basilica not wearing masks. This doesn’t 

mean you have to stop wearing your mask, only that it is no longer required for vaccinated people. As for the 

outdoor quad Mass, masks are not required for anyone, but if you wish to continue to wear your mask, please 

feel free. At this time, I am not sure how the Diocese will respond to this news and if they will require masks for 

certain ministers; I will keep you posted on this. 

 

Lastly, the furnaces in the basilica have been installed and are working. Thanks be to God! 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/eastbay/article/A-Haitian-family-risked-their-lives-to-make-it-to-16695358.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/eastbay/article/Is-a-Haitian-family-s-struggle-to-reunite-in-16827232.php
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx


 

 

Upcoming Events 

Preparing for Lent with our Young Adults 
Group (YAG) - A Discussion with our Faith 
Formation Director 
Wednesday, February 16, 8:00 pm 
Parish Center (1119, Lafayette Street) 

Lent. If you dread it, or can’t wait for it to be over to get 
to Easter festivities, or simply wonder what to do with it, 
you are welcome to share one woman’s journey through 
all of the above, to a positive space of anticipation and 
preparation. And hopefully share your own insights!  

If you are in your 20s-30s, YAG Ministry invites you to 
join them in a discussion with our Faith Formation 
Director, Anne Marie Fourré, who has been a member of 
our Parish, and has served as Director of Faith 
Formation since 2002. 

Pray for peace.  

Walk for peace.  
Join a Ceasefire Walk. 

Ceasefire Walks: Actively preventing 
homicides and gun violence through 
Ceasefire, a partnership with the City 
of Oakland and community partners that includes 
weekly night-time walks and call-ins.  

About Ceasefire Walks: These events begin with an 

Ecumenical Prayer Service, followed by the peace walk. 

During the peace walk, participants hold signs and 

encourage the community to become more aware of this 

call for peace. The event concludes with a reflection 

among all participants.  

Upcoming Community Friday night Walks, 6 - 7:30 

pm: Feb 18: St. Columba, 6401 San Pablo Ave 

For more information: https://www.oakdiocese.org/

events/ceasefire-walk-oakland-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30th World Day of the Sick  
Mass with Anointing of the Sick 
Saturday, February 19, 8:30 am 

Our Parish will celebrate the 30th World Day of  
the Sick at the 8:30 am Mass, followed by the 

Anointing  of the Sick after Mass.  

All are welcome! 

The Rite of Anointing: In the Church's Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick, through the ministry of the priest, 
it is Jesus who touches the sick to heal them from sin – 
and sometimes even from physical ailment. His cures 
were signs of the arrival of the Kingdom of God. 

The core message of His healing tells us of His plan to 
conquer sin and death by His dying and rising. 

The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to wait 
until a person is at the point of death to receive the 
Sacrament. A careful judgment about the serious nature 
of the illness is sufficient. 

When the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is given, 

the hoped - for effect is that, if it be God's will, the 
person be physically healed of illness. But even if there 
is no physical healing, the primary effect of the 
Sacrament is a spiritual healing by which the sick 
person receives the Holy Spirit's gift of peace and 
courage to deal with the difficulties that accompany 
serious illness or the frailty of old age. 
~from the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

MARCH 2 

Mass times with Ashes: 8:30 am, 12:10 pm  & 7:00 pm 

Lent  begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2 and officially ends at sundown 

on Holy Thursday, April 14. 

 

Save the date! 
Sunday, February 27 

Parish Family Activity after the 9:30 am Mass. All 

are invited! Details in the upcoming bulletin. 

:%20https:/www.oakdiocese.org/events/ceasefire-walk-oakland-5
:%20https:/www.oakdiocese.org/events/ceasefire-walk-oakland-5


 

     Get Involved   

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th 
Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st 
Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 
(4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
(Virtual) 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 
2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-
person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, 
Parish Center) 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator, 
510.995.9421 / frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 
510.995.9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation, 

510.995.9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator, 

510.522.0181 / mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Shower with Cards Thanks You! 

Many thanks to all the loving and artistic card writers! 

Once again, you are a joyful testimony of God's faithful 

love for everyone. Especially in these times of on and 

off lockdown at our local care homes, these heartfelt 

notes of love and encouragement are the needed 

reminder of God's love and care for our most isolated 

brothers and sisters. Thank you for sharing your gift of 

yourselves through this ministry. May God continue to 

bless your loving hearts. If you would like more 

information about how you can serve through the 

Community Outreach Ministry, please contact us at 

sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com. 

 

First Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration In 

Vietnamese 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday Eucharistic  Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  

Faith Formation For All Ages 

– the Word of God 

The need to deepen knowledge of our faith isn’t just 

for children. Whether you’re new to the Church or a 

lifelong Catholic, the Scriptures proclaimed at Mass 

are a treasure trove waiting to be discovered. If 

you’ve been answering Fr. Mario’s challenge to 

read them in advance, I’m 

sure you have noticed a 

richer understanding of the 

Liturgy of the Word. You can 

build on that through 

FORMED’s daily reflections 

https://watch.formed.org/

formed-daily-reflections. 

(Registration is free.)  

Want something interactive? This Lent our in-

person Scripture Reflections series returns on 

Thursday evenings. (If you can help on-site with the 

technical portion of offering a hybrid version for 

those who want to attend via Zoom, please contact 

Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org.) 
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Praying Together                                                                                     

February Infant 

Baptism:  Congratulations 

and welcome Ava Rose Cruz 

Hernandez  into our 

community of faith in Jesus 

Christ.  Please keep Ava, her parents and 

godparents in your prayers.  (Communal Infant 

baptism is celebrated on the first Sunday of the 

month at all the Masses.  For Infant Baptism process, 

please contact Sherley Lim: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or visit our website: 

 

Recent Passing 

Joann Miller 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief, Rest In Peace. 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Lhiza H. Brown, Jane Burgelin, 
Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 
Bautista, Dwayne Eugene Brown, 
Nia Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, 
Rino Gacad, Elvie Mendoza, 
Amelia Miguel, An Nguyen, 
Dalmacio Quinto, Mary Rocca, 
Nory A. Reyes, Michael Ricica 
and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for week of February 12 & 13 is sponsored  
in memory of Herb Robles - death anniversary. 

  Mass Intentions 

 

  Saturday, February 12 

8:30 am 1)†Wolfgang Zoeller 

  2)Lance Hansford 

5:00 pm  †Marina C. Amaguin - Birthday remembrance 

  Sunday, February 13 

 7:30 am  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 9:30 am 1)†Jocelyn Laydon  

  2)Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm 1)†David McGaffey    2)†Kitty Long 

 7:00 pm †Emmy Lou Dow & Michael McParland 

  Monday, February 14 
 8:30am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2)†Consuelo P. Estrada - Death Anniversary 

  Tuesday, February 15 

 8:30 am Patrick Thong - Birthday thanksgiving 
 

  Wednesday, February 16 

8:30am  †Fran Miller 

  Thursday, February 17 

8:30 am Mark Celio & Family 
 

  Friday, February 18 

8:30 am 1)†Emiliana A. Abrogar 

  2)†Dana & Kathryn Curtis 
 

  Saturday, February 19 

8:30 am Kristin Celio & Family 

5:00 pm †Lim Sin Khoon 
   

  Sunday, February 20 

 7:30 am †Francis Urtula - Birthday remembrance 

 9:30 am †Jonathan Ramos - Death Anniversary 

 12:00 pm  1)†Fr. Paul Minnihan  

  2)†Luis Bonafacio 

 7:00 pm †Perfecto M. Posadas - Birthday remembrance 

Mass Intention: To request a Mass Intention, 

please visit the Parish office, Monday - Friday, 9 

am - 1 pm & 2 - 4 pm. 

Prayer of the week 
(Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

O God, who teach us that you abide 

in hearts that are just and true, 

grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace 

as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.  

FEELING BLESSED 

Congratulations! Welcome to the Kingdom! Rejoice and leap for 
joy! Sounds a little like Easter, doesn’t it? Well, in a very real 
way, it is. This Sunday, the scriptures remind us that we are 
blessed and beloved, especially when we have difficulties and 
don’t feel especially blessed. Jesus reminds us that God 
blesses us in our trials, so we should trust in the saving power 
of God. We are “raised from the dead,” as it were, each time we 
arise from our hardships. The ultimate proof of all of this is our 
new life in Christ, who died so that we could be free of sin, and 
was raised from the dead so that we might all have new life. 
Wouldn’t that be something? A new life, in which poverty is 
riches and sadness is transformed into lightness of spirit? It’s a 
topsy-turvy world, isn’t it? Do you feel blessed today? 

Reflection question: 
How can I allow God’s grace to fashion me into a pleasing 
dwelling for the Lord? 
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