
 

 
 

 
 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 

510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

OUR MISSION: TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

“I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the Christ; 
when he comes, he will tell us everything.”  

Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking with you.”  

John 4:25-26.  

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

MARCH 20, 2022 
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https://sjbalameda.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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  Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

In my bulletin article last week (you can read here, I wrote about the war in Ukraine 

and how in 1917 Our Lady of Fatima asked for Russia to be consecrated to her 

Immaculate Heart. On Friday, March 25, during the Penance Service in St. Peter’s 

Basilica (5 pm Rome time), Pope Francis will pray the prayer of consecration. The 

service is likely to be televised on the Vatican News YouTube channel here. 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast Day of our patron, St. Joseph. We are blessed to be under his 

patronage, he who is the “Patron of the Catholic Church.” Wow, what a title. This title was given to Joseph by 

Pope Blessed Pius IX in 1870. Pope Francis celebrated the 150th anniversary of the giving of this title with 

“The Year of St. Joseph” in 2020. During that year several parishioners got together and read Fr. Donald 

Calloway’s book, “Consecration to St. Joseph.” They drew many benefits from this gathering. Their gatherings 

inspired me to start a gathering with the men in the parish, unofficially known as the “Men of St. Joseph.” This 

has led us to open the group up to the larger community as we go through the series “Into the Breach.” We 

have a lot to learn from St. Joseph. After all, he, along with Mary, was the main educator of Jesus Christ. 

In his letter on the year of St. Joseph (Patris Corde, “A Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis notes two hallmarks of 

Joseph’s life: obedience and service. Faced with the challenge of Mary’s unforeseen pregnancy with a child 

not his own, Joseph is first of all attentive to God. Joseph could have succumbed to disappointment, rebellion, 

and fear, but he chose another path. Francis notes, “Even though Joseph’s fears, God’s will, his history and 

his plan were at work. Joseph, then, teaches us that faith in God includes believing that he can work even 

through our fears, our frailties and our weaknesses. He also teaches us that amid the tempests of life, we 

must never be afraid to let the Lord steer our course. At times, we want to be in complete control, yet God 

always sees the bigger picture.” Joseph was obedient. 

Joseph was also a servant, not passively, Francis notes, but courageously. Although the events unfolding 

around him were not what he had planned for, nevertheless, he embraced them, actively choosing to take 

responsibility for them, knowing that God would provide him with the strength he needed to see them through. 

Joseph chose to welcome Mary and her child and to protect them. Francis notes that this was the source of 

Joseph’s happiness, not that he got his way, not even that he sacrificed what he wanted, but that he chose to 

give himself away as a gift. 

This is what Christ calls us to do, to become a gift to others. Here at St Joseph Basilica there are many ways 

for you to do this. I hope you will join the community this Sunday at our St. Joseph Feast Day celebration in 

the high school quad at 1 pm. Many of our ministries will be present at tables to give you more information 

about what they do and how you can get involved. After two years of being distanced from one another, it is 

time to come together in the spirit of St. Joseph and serve. What’s more, some of our ministries are in need of 

replenishing their rosters. Like Joseph, who was courageous in his obedience, do not be afraid to heed the 

voice of God who calls us out to serve one another. 

Some updates on a couple of projects around the Basilica: 

1. We have been receiving many parts of the sound system upgrade. Some of these parts are coming in 

ahead of schedule after being back-ordered. Some of the parts are still back-ordered. We will begin wiring 

the space for power soon. We hope to have the speakers installed by May. 

2. Work to finish the Grotto has resumed, hopefully, to be completed within a month. The walls will receive a 

plaster finish that tie into the rock feature that houses the statue of our Lady of Lourdes. It will be a 

beautiful room for prayer and contemplation. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  

https://www.sjbalameda.org/clergy-weekly-letter
https://www.youtube.com/c/VaticanNewsEN/featured


 

 

Upcoming Events 

Taizé in the 
Basilica 
Can you use some 
peace and healing this 
week? 

Taizé is an ecumenical candlelit service 
composed of music, prayer, scripture, and silent 
worship. Taizé originated in a small French village 
in 1940 by a young seminary graduate, Brother 
Roger. Through the years, the Taizé community 
has grown to become a ministry that today 
reaches people all around the world. 
Join us Friday, March 25, at 8:00 pm. 

(Follow the Group on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland ) 

Christian Initiation 
Update: The First Scrutiny 

This Sunday our Elect celebrate 
the First Scrutiny at the 9:30 
Mass, drawing on the Cycle A 
readings (instead of the Cycle C 
normally used this year). The 
Gospel story of the woman at the 
well reminds all of us of our need for living water. For what 
do we thirst? How eager are we to share the Good News 
with others? Please keep Liza Nguyen Heald and Lilyana 
Casanova in your prayers in preparation for their Baptism at 
the Easter Vigil. Christian Initiation is offered year-round 
and newcomers are always welcome. Inquiry is offered on 
Wednesday nights for those thinking about becoming 
Catholic. For information contact Anne Marie at 995-9409 
or online at sjbalameda.org/page/rcia/  

Columbian Drive: 

Legion of Mary 

Membership Drive 
The Legion of Mary will run 
a Colombian Drive 
(membership drive) after 
the 9:30 am (in the Quad) and Noon Masses (at the 
Gathering Space) on the Sunday of March 27.  
Membership is open to all Men and Women 18 
years and over.  Grow in profound devotion to our 
Lady and participate in the work of the 
Evangelization in our parish by joining the Legion of 
Mary. Men and Women are invited to meet the 
legionaries after both Masses. 

 

Funeral Announcement 

Sebastian Baldasarre  

Tuesday, March 22 

10:30 am, Basilica 

Rest In Peace 

Journey Around The World And Deep Into The 
Catholic Faith… 

For the first time, in breathtaking and high-definition 
cinematography, the truth, goodness, and beauty of 
Catholicism are illustrated in a multimedia experience. 
Journey with Bishop Robert Barron to more than 50 
locations throughout 16 countries. 
Be illuminated by the spiritual and artistic treasures of this 
global culture that claims more than one billion of the 
earth's people, and discover the full meaning of the faith. 
Get Your FREE 10-Day Pass with the following link: 

https://catholicismseries.com/watch 

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a 

St. Patrick’s corned beef and cabbage fundraising 
night on Saturday March 26th 2022. Plates will 
need to be ordered ahead  of time (deadline to 
order Wednesday March 23rd) and will be 
packed in ‘to-go boxes’ for easy take away. Plates 
can be picked up between 4:30 and 6:30 pm 
outside of Notre Dame Hall. All plates are $15 and 
will come with corned beef, cabbage and roasted 
vegetables. Email your orders to: 
cornedbeef@csudsu.com, or call 917.509.2641
(leave a message) and indicate how many plates 
you are ordering. You can also order online on 
our website: sjbalameda.org. See flyer on page 
(7) for more info. Thank you for supporting our 
Parish and Council!  

Mission San Jose Youth Art 
Contest  

All students in grades 4 through 6 in the 
Diocese of Oakland are invited to 
participate in “MISSION 225: THEN AND 
NOW” Art Contest as part of Mission San 
Jose’s 225th Anniversary 
Commemoration. Young artists are invited to express their 
talents in drawing and painting through illustrations of the 
Mission San Jose’s history, faith, and community. Deadline 
for entries is May 1st. Visit website for more details: https://
mission225.org/art-contest 

http://www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland
sjbalameda.org/page/rcia/
https://catholicismseries.com/watch
mailto:cornedbeef@csudsu.com
sjbalameda.org
https://mission225.org/art-contest
https://mission225.org/art-contest


 

     Get Involved   

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th 
Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st 
Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 
(4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry—Virtual: 
drmaponce@yahoo.com or jdowcooper@gmail.com  

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 
2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-
person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, 
Parish Center) 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 

Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

 

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact the 
Parish Office 510.522.0181 

 

As we journey through our 
spiritual desert of Lent, we 
remember the desert of the 
isolation that affects our 
brothers and sisters who are 
homebound and care home 
residents. We will continue to 

help them carry their crosses in special prayer, 
and help them feel the joy of Easter with cards. If 
you would like to help us bring joy to care home 
residents, please drop completed Easter cards in 
the box on the rectory porch by Sunday, April 10. 
God bless your Lenten alms giving! Your 
generosity matters to so many people. Questions 
and suggestions are always welcome at: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com. 

Parish Family Activity 
March 27 

Our monthly gathering offers 

all ages a chance to enjoy 

community and 

camaraderie. Join us next 

Sunday immediately after the 9:30 Mass in the 

high school Quad for “In the Midst of Lent,” with 

crafts for children and the young at heart, or 

simply an opportunity to linger and chat.   

LenTen OuTReaCH PROJeCT 

St. Vincent DePaul as part of the Lenten Outreach 

Project, will be collecting children and baby 

clothes and shoes. These items will be given out 

at the SVdP Family room in downtown Oakland. 

New and gently used (clean) clothing and shoes 

for babies through 5 year-olds are requested. 

There will be baskets available by door to the 

Gathering Space for you to drop off the items 

starting on March 19 and ending April 3. Thank 

you for your support. 

Lenten Scripture Reflection - Online 
Only 

Join us every Thursday through April 7 on Zoom for a 
reflection on Sunday's gospel, and a chance to share 
your own insights if you wish. Link is: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/82461610962?

pwd=WmF3MStNbDdWdEJpczQxTXppRnkvQT09. 

Meeting ID: 824 6161 0962; Passcode: GoodNews. 

(Note the in-person option has been cancelled.)  
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Lady Tirona Bautista, Lhiza H. 
Brown, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M 
Bautista, Romelita Bautista, Nia 
Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, Jack & 
Bonnie Dailey, Rino Gacad, 
Patrick Noel Kyne, Richard 
Kelley, Patrick Noel & Eiko Kyne, 
Amelia Miguel, Jack Nelson, 
Dalmacio Quinto,  Robert L. 
Ramos, Jr, Mary Rocca, Nory A. 
Reyes, Michael Ricica, John 
Snider and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

  Mass Intentions 

 

  Saturday, March 19 

8:30 am “In Honor of St. Joseph” 

5:00 pm  †Maurice Harnett - Birthday Remembrance 

  Sunday, March 20 

 7:30 am  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 9:30 am 1)†Angelo Raymundo 

  2) Ester Awayan - Birthday Thanksgiving 

12:00 pm Living & Deceased Members of YLI 

 7:00 pm 1)†Dolores Novicky  2)The Dunning Family 

  Monday, March 21 
 8:30am Kiem Lien & All Souls in Purgatory 

  Tuesday, March 22 

 8:30 am Joseph Eusebio - Birthday Thanksgiving 
 

  Wednesday, March 23 

8:30 am Scott McEntee Family  

  Thursday, March 24 

8:30 am 1) Maria Hendrica 

  2) Tran Hai - for Healing intentions 
 

  Friday, March 25 

8:30 am †Ruby & Steve Seidell 

  Saturday, March 26 

8:30 am 1)†Wolfgang Zoeller 

  2)†Stefanie Zoeller 

5:00 pm †Anita Lim 
   

  Sunday, March 27 

 7:30 am Altar Servers - Past and Present 

 9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 12:00 pm  †Maria Ziong & Joseph Tan Nguyen 

  7:00 pm Marie Gloria Torres - Birthday Thanksgiving 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for week of March 19/20 is sponsored  
by anonymous for peace in Ukraine and 

conversion of hearts. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Third Sunday of Lent 

O God, author of every mercy and of all 

goodness, who in fasting, prayer, and 

almsgiving have shown us a remedy for sin, 

look graciously on this confession of our 

lowliness, that we, who are bowed down by 

our conscience, may always be lifted up by 

your mercy. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. 

Holy Ground 

Moses met God in a most astounding way in the bush that 

was burning but not consumed by fire. Moses clearly had a 

powerful encounter with the Lord. He even felt bold enough 

to ask God’s name, something unheard of among his people 

at the time—God’s name was unspeakable. Moses stood on 

holy ground. Do we not also stand on holy ground? As 

people who are created in God’s image and drawn to Christ 

through the waters of Baptism, we have been filled with 

God’s grace and goodness. The ground of our lives is holy. 

Lent is a time when we are called to open our minds and 

hearts to Christ, rely on God’s patient mercy, and to grow as 

God’s holy people.  

Reflection question: Undertake an examination of 
conscience this week and pray for God’s loving mercy. 
(Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.) 

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration during Lent 

1:00  - 6:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Living The Faith 

Stewardship in Action! 
St. Joseph Elementary School is 

enthusiastically getting behind Catholic 

Relief Services Lenten Rice Bowl 

campaign. The third-grade girls (pictured) 

decided to make unique bookmarks and sell 

them during their lunch hour. They worked 

hard making each design special and 

appealing to their fellow classmates. Many 

thanks to these girls for their creativity and 

for looking for ways to help communities 

around the world in need. 

The seventh-grade class is also raising 

money selling Goodies for Good. These are 

healthy snacks also sold to classmates 

during lunch. A great way to help out 

students who forgot their lunch and friends 

who need a little extra snack. What a great 

way to raise money and shine a light on 

those who are in need of basic food 

supplies. Thank you kids for your excellent 

fundraising skills. 

(Pictures credit: St. Joseph Elementary School)   Thank you to Caitlyn, Claudia, Hanna and Hiromi! 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
Lenten Rice Bowl 
March 2, 2022 - April 17, 2022 

OVERCOMING DISASTER: In Bangladesh, 

cyclones and other natural disasters are 

increasing—destroying farms, homes and more - 

making it difficult for people like Noornobi to earn 

a living and support their families. But Noornobi 

has learned new techniques to protect his land 

and income, enabling his niece and nephew to go 

to school. How can you care for creation to help 

the planet and our global family? Visit 

crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

 

Catholic Relief Services eases suffering and provides assistance to people in need in more than 100 

countries, without regard to race, religion or nationality. CSR are the official overseas relief and 

development agency of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and a member of Caritas Internationalis. 

Thank you for your generous support and donations.  

crsricebowl.org


 

Orders will be accepted until 3/23/22 and online orders can be placed at: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSe5HnwcvmubdgFSJiAnKIuX7hXsNxK4aYPKZN1DrFOrS1Q5P

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5HnwcvmubdgFSJiAnKIuX7hXsNxK4aYPKZN1DrFOrS1Q5PA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5HnwcvmubdgFSJiAnKIuX7hXsNxK4aYPKZN1DrFOrS1Q5PA/viewform


 


