
 

 

 
 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 

510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Then Jesus said, 

“I came into this world 

for judgment, 

so that those who do 

not see might see, 

and those who do see 

might become blind.” -

John 9:39 
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   Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

I want to thank everyone who helped at the St. Joseph Feast Day celebrations last 
weekend, from the wine and cheese social, followed by David’s organ demonstration on 
Saturday, to the BBQ on Sunday. Thank you all! I need to call special attention to Gia De 
Grano, Eric Bertelsen and Patrick Thong, the chairpersons for these events. In early 
February, the Pastoral Council briefly discussed the upcoming St. Joseph Day, but at that 
time, I didn’t have any plans to host a party. Gia and Eric offered to coordinate one if needed. Then a couple of 
weeks after that, Patrick asked me what I was planning for St. Joseph’s Day. I jokingly responded, “what are you 
going to plan?” He took me up on my challenge. And so, the four of us got together, and the rest is history. It was 
a really blessed weekend, and I hope you had an opportunity to enjoy a part of it, either the beautiful organ music, 
or the tasty food, but most importantly, our time together. Along with the Sacraments, the time we share together 
is crucial for our spiritual growth. Just as the Sacraments give us essential life-giving grace, so also, moments like 
the ones we enjoyed last weekend are critical to our development as persons. We need human contact, especially 
with people who share our faith. We need to laugh together, cry together, serve together, worship together. These 
are all moments of love, which point us to the Triune God, who is Love. I am so proud of this community for 
showing up for one another. 

Speaking of showing up for one another, we will be holding a communal penance service on Monday the 28th, 
beginning at 6:30 pm. This is a special time for us to gather together in the “wilderness” of Lent and support one 
another as we prepare our hearts and souls for a fervent celebration of Easter. We held a simple communal 
penance service in Advent, and it was beautiful. I’m sure this one will be as well. Over the last month or so I have 
spoken to four different faith formation groups on this amazing Sacrament (1st Communion prep, 1st and 2nd-year 
Confirmation, and Adult Confirmation). In case you have some trepidation about Confession, here is what I told 
those groups. First, Confession is not something we “have to do,” but something we “get to do.” Now, if we are 
aware of having committed grave sin, then we have to go to Confession, but Confession is still a gift. I invite 
people to think about it this way, look to John 20:19-23, the moment Jesus instituted this Sacrament. It came on 
the night of Easter, when the Apostles were still afraid for their own lives, and very much ashamed of having 
abandoned Jesus. What does Jesus say to them when He comes to them? “You messed up!”? No, rather, “Peace 
be with you.” Jesus gave this Sacrament to the Church not as a punishment, but as a healing remedy. He didn’t 
want the Apostles, or us, to be bound by the disappointment of our sins. He wanted us to be set free, He wanted 
us to have peace. So, He instructed us to confess our sins to priests, who is a representative of both Christ our 
Lord and the Church community. When we confess to a priest, a two-fold reconciliation takes place, with God and 
also with the other members of the community to whom we are so intimately bound. Even though our sins may be 
private, they affect the entire Body. Confessing to a member of the Body restores Communion amongst us all. 

No, we don’t have to go to Confession, we get to. When I spoke to those faith formation 
groups, I invited them to look up this image, Rembrandt’s painting, “The Return of the 
Prodigal Son” (see Luke 15:11-32). I told them, “this is what happens in Confession.” In the 
prayer of absolution, the Father embraces us through His Son, in the Holy Spirit. I told them 
to look up this image because this is the image I chose for my holy card for my ordination to 
the priesthood. I chose it to serve as a reminder to me of ministry as a confessor. But really, 
I chose it because this was, and continues to be, my experience when I confess my own 
sins. “He said to [the older brother]…but now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your 
brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found’” (Lk 15:31-
32). 

You may have missed the St. Joseph BBQ, but now, take advantage of this opportunity to 
gather together once more, this time for a more important event. We are a community called 
to pray for one another, especially as we confess our sins. To prepare, you can find an 
Examination of Conscience here (https://sjbalameda.org/examination-of-conscience-
reconciliation). Go over this list slowly and prayerfully. If you recognize something on this list 
in your own life, don’t be afraid, confess it with courage, remembering that Confession is a healing remedy, an 
embrace from the Father that sets us on our feet, restores us to health, and gives us peace.  

With much love, 
Fr. Mario 
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Upcoming Events 

Christian Initiation Update: 

The Second Scrutiny 

On the Fourth Sunday of Lent, the 

Elect (those throughout the world 

preparing for Baptism this Easter) 

celebrate the Second Scrutiny. At any 

Mass where Elect are celebrating the 

Scrutinies, the Church uses the Cycle A readings 

due to their meaningfulness in this final period of 

preparation for the sacraments. Therefore at the 9:30 

Mass today we hear of the man born blind, who in 

spite of his physical blindness was able to see that 

Jesus was the One who could help him. Is our vision 

as good? What are we unable or unwilling to see? 

Please pray for our Elect who will be baptized and 

receive First Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. Liza, an 

adult, will also celebrate the sacrament of 

Confirmation at that time, while Lily, a teen, will 

celebrate next month with her classmates in Youth 

Confirmation. Newcomers are welcome to join 

Inquiry sessions on Wednesday nights in the Parish 

Center. Visit our website: https://sjbalameda.org/rcia 

or call Anne Marie at 995-9409 for information. 

Save the Date! 
500 Years of Christianity in the 
Philippines: “Gifted to Give” Gala 
April 30  
Five years in the making ... and the big celebration is 

finally happening!  

Join Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ and the Filipino 

clergy of the Oakland Diocese in celebration of 500 

years of Christianity in the Philippines and Filipino 

heritage. Coinciding with the celebrations happening 

in the Philippines, the Filipino clergy of the Diocese 

of Oakland is hosting a 

“Gifted to Give” dinner 

gala at the San Ramon 

Marriott Hotel on 

Saturday, April 30. 

After a series of 

symposia, fellowship, 

and liturgies over the 

past five years, we are 

optimistic that we are 

now able to safely 

gather as people of 

God truly “gifted to 

give” over food, music, 

cultural presentations, 

and sharing of stories 

that make us truly 

Filipinos! And while this is a celebration of Filipino 

heritage, this is not exclusively for Filipinos. If you 

have eaten, at least once in your life, lumpia, pansit 

or adobo, you are invited!  

To learn more about underwriting and sponsorship 

opportunities and to reserves seats or tables for the 

event, kindly contact Fr.John Erick Villa, 

frjetvilla@srcdublin.org to be connected with the 

steering committee. 

 

St. Joseph Basilica 

Communal Reconciliation Service 

and Individual Confessions 

Monday, March 28 

6:30 pm 

Upcoming Second Collection 
Maintenance Collection: April 2/3 

The second collection this 
weekend is taken up on the first 
Sunday of every month.  Your 
support will assist in defraying 
the costs of maintaining the 
Parish buildings and grounds. 
Thank you. 

DID YOU KNOW? Advanced Bioscience 

Resources (ABR) is the oldest, continuously 
operating collector and distributor of aborted fetal 
body parts in the U.S. And it's right here in 
Alameda, across from City Hall and next to the 
Main Library! 

Please join us every 2nd Saturday 
at 9:15 am in front of City Hall, at 
the corner of Santa Clara and Oak 
St., to pray the Rosary for our little, 
voiceless brothers and sisters. 
Mark your calendars for our next 
Rosary on April 9th. 

For more information about ABR: 
https://www.centerformedicalprogress.org/human-
capital/special-report-advanced-bioscience-
resources/ 

https://sjbalameda.org/rcia
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Gentle Reminder: Please help to clean up the 

pews before you leave at the end of the Mass. 
Return the worship aids to all the entrances of the 
Church, and pick up any trash. This will help our 
Ushers & Greeters to quickly make the Church ready 
for the next Mass. Thank you for your cooperation.  

     Get Involved   

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th 
Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st 
Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 
(4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 
2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-
person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, 
Parish Center) 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 

Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

 

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact the 
Parish Office 510.522.0181 

 

As we journey through our spiritual desert of Lent, 
we remember the desert of the isolation that 
affects our brothers and sisters who are 
homebound and care home residents. We will 
continue to help them carry their crosses in 
special prayer, and help them feel the joy of 
Easter with cards. If you would like to help us 
bring joy to care home residents, please drop 
completed Easter cards in the box on the rectory 
porch by Sunday, April 10. God bless your 
Lenten alms giving! Your generosity matters to so 
many people. Questions and suggestions are 
always welcome at: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com. 

Faith Formation Corner 
Youth Confirmation News 

Thanks to all who at Mass a few weeks ago took a 
prayer card with the name of a candidate in their 
second year of preparation and are praying for that 
teen during the weeks leading to their Confirmation 
in May. Their retreat at San Damiano on March 13 
was a meaningful and enriching experience. Keep 
those prayers coming! 

Lenten Scripture Reflection - Online 
March 31 

This Thursday’s Scripture Reflection will be led 
by Steve Mullin. Join us on Zoom at 7pm to 
explore the raising of Lazarus together. Info at 
https://sjbalameda.org/thursday-nights-scripture-
reflection-1;  Zoom link Meeting ID: 824 6161 
0962; Passcode: GoodNews.  

Final session is April 7. 
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Recent Passing 

Edgar Ramirez, Pura Tan, 

Linda Rudiak & Catherine Garitano 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the 

Families during this time of grief, 

Rest In Peace. 

  Mass Intentions 

 

  Saturday, March 26 

8:30 am 1)†Wolfgang Zoeller  2)†Stefanie Zoeller 

5:00 pm  †Anita Lim 

  Sunday, March 27 

 7:30 am  Altar Servers—Past & Present 

 9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm †Maria Ziong & Joseph Tan Nguyen 

 7:00 pm Marie Gloria Torres - Birthday Thanksgiving 

  Monday, March 28 
 8:30am †Carolyn & Gunner McEntee 

  Tuesday, March 29 

 8:30 am Patrick Noel & Eiko Kyne  

  Wednesday, March 30 

8:30 am 1)†Eric Williams 

  2) Gioan Tran 

  Thursday, March 31 

8:30 am †Dominic Chau Nguyen 
 

  Friday, April 1 

8:30 am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2)Jose & Ingrid Lindaya - Wedding Anniversary 

  Saturday, April 2 

8:30 am †Jim & Lorraine Stoltenberg 

5:00 pm †Reynaldo Ramos - Death Anniversary 
   

  Sunday, April 3 

 7:30 am †Maria Fioccola 

 9:30 am †Martha Mo & Joseph Tan Nguyen  

12:00 pm  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm The Miner Family 

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
Remember a loved one by sponsoring one 
candle for the weekly Sanctuary Lamp. Your 
intention will be printed in the weekly bulletin.  
Donations for Sanctuary Lamp is $20. To 
sponsor and select a date,  please contact 
Sherley Lim at: secretary@sjbalameda.org, or 
call (510) 995 9420. 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Lady Tirona Bautista, Lhiza H. 
Brown, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M Bautista, 
Romelita Bautista, Nia Loralei Cain, Mary 
Cronin, Jack & Bonnie Dailey, 
Rino Gacad, Patrick Noel Kyne, 
Richard Kelley, Patrick Noel & 
Eiko Kyne, Amelia Miguel, Jack 
Nelson, Dalmacio Quinto,  Mary 
Rocca, Zachary Ramos, Robert 
L. Ramos Jr., Nory A. Reyes, 
Michael Ricica and Ramon N. 
Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If 
you like a name added to the Sick List, please 
email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 
9420.  

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for week of March 26/27 is sponsored  
by anonymous for World Peace. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

O God, who through your Word 
reconcile the human race to yourself in a 

wonderful way, grant, we pray, 
that with prompt devotion and eager faith 

the Christian people may hasten 
toward the solemn celebrations to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. 

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration In 
Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration during Lent 

1:00  - 6:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions   
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Living The Faith 

2022 Ash Wednesday Collection Benefiting the 
Churches in Central and Eastern Europe as 
requested by the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops 

Thank you for your generous donations towards the Ash 

Wednesday collection. A total of $5,461 

have been collected, and Fr. Mario has 

made the decision to contribute all the 

money collected towards humanitarian and 

refugee efforts, especially in Ukraine.  

Please continue to offer your Lenten 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving for that war-

torn nation, that war will come to an end 

soon and peace be restored.  

Treasures from our Tradition  

Over the years, our tradition has come 

to see this Sunday as a transition, a 

midpoint, an oasis in the middle of six 

long weeks of preparation for Easter. 

The key is the Latin word Laetare, or 

“Rejoice,” which was for centuries the 

first word sung in the Mass for this 

Sunday. In southern Europe, the first 

roses of springtime are appearing now, 

and there used to be a custom of 

honoring those to be baptized at Easter 

with roses on this Sunday. Long ago, 

this was also seen as a day for 

celebrating the ordination of priests. 

Many parishes retain the custom of 

using rose-colored vestments on this 

day. Normally flowers are banned from 

worship in the restrained season of 

Lent, but here, midway, these signposts 

of festivity pointing to the renewal of 

Easter springtime sometimes make a 

quiet appearance. 

A project for today would be to plant a 

few paperwhite or narcissus bulbs in a 

water bowl filled with river rocks. Like 

those elect who will soon be bathed in 

baptismal waters, they will come to full 

stature in the Easter season. —James 

Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Catholic Churches in Ukraine: Though most of 

Ukraine's population is Eastern Orthodox, Catholics are among 

those suffering amid Russia's invasion of the country. Russian 

military entered Ukraine at several points on Thursday, and 

missile strikes on military targets and cities were also reported. 

Here is what to know about Ukraine's Catholic population: 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 

About 9 percent of Ukrainians (about 3.6 million persons) are 

Greek Catholics, meaning they are Catholics who belong to 

Churches of the Byzantine rite. The vast majority of these are 

part of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, which is led by 

Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuck of the Ukrainian 

Archeparchy of Kyiv-Halych. 

The Byzantine rite celebrates the liturgy in the form used by the 

Eastern Orthodox Churches, regularly using the Divine Liturgy 

of St. John Chrysostom. 

Ukrainian Greek Catholics are concentrated in the country's 

western oblasts 

bordering Poland, 

particularly Lviv. 

There are, however, 

16 eparchies or 

exarchates 

(equivalent to 

dioceses or 

vicariates) of the 

Church throughout 

the country, 

including in Crimea, 

Luhansk, and 

Donetsk. 

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is 

rooted in the 10th century Christianization 

of Kievan Rus', a state whose heritage 

Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus all claim. 

That event also forms the roots of the 

Russian Orthodox Church, the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate), 

and the Orthodox Church in Ukraine. 

This Church also has a diaspora, with a 

sizable presence in the U.S., Canada, 

Poland, and Brazil, and smaller 

communities elsewhere in Europe, and in 

Argentina and Australia. 

Read more here: https://

www.catholicnewsagency.com/

news/250474/things-to-know-about-the-

catholic-church-in-ukraine 

Picture: A believer attends a liturgy at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the 
Resurrection of Christ in Kyiv Jan. 26, 2022. (CNS photo/Valentyn Ogirenko, Reuters)  
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Visit website for more information or on how to support the 

appeal:  https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-ministries-appeal, or 

pick up a pledge envelope found at all entrances to the 

Basilica. 
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