
 

 

 

 
Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 
Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 

510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

APRIL 10TH, 2022 
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 A message from our Faith Formation Director                                        

Why? 

On Palm Sunday we look back at our weeks in the desert where we have tried to follow Christ 
with varying degrees of success, to approach Easter with hearts renewed. A small group has 
been working for months or longer towards celebrating the Easter Season in a very special 
way, by Baptism or full initiation through Christian Initiation (RCIA) or Confirmation 
Preparation. I asked how they would respond if someone asked them “Why? Why choose to 
commit time and energy to become Catholic or to receive the sacraments? Why might a newcomer consider that 
step?” Their abridged answers follow, although they’d be happy to share their longer answers if you ask: 

• If asked why I started preparing for Confirmation the simple answer would be to get closer to Jesus. In the 
process, I have gained a love for him I didn’t even know existed. The knowledge and faith I have gained is 
unbelievable and a true blessing. It is never too late to let Jesus into your life completely. Striving to be like 
Jesus will change your life for the better and bring you an abundance of joy. -Andrea, preparing for Eucharist 
& Confirmation 

• I have devoted so much time because loving Jesus and feeling loved by Jesus is such a powerful feeling. I go 
forward with this baptism not only to wash away original sin but to be welcomed into the Church community. In 
this process I have come across some great encounters with Jesus, feeling that Jesus has chosen me, as I 
am. My mother and I were talking about me getting baptized. Now that I am 17 years old it was my choice, one 
of the best choices I've made, to make a commitment to being Catholic and wanting Jesus as my Lord and 
Savior. I gain confidence in myself and go forward in my life with GOD’s guidance. Trusting GOD gives me 
strength, blessings, and helps me overcome fear. -Lilyana, to be baptized at Easter Vigil 

• At first a curiosity to explore the spirituality that has been a pillar in my wife's life, it's evolved into an 
experience of enlightenment and self-reflection that has become very therapeutic and makes me want to get 
closer to God and the Holy Spirit. -David, candidate for reception into full communion 

• Although not growing up in the faith, I have seen how being Christian has transformed the people around me. 
After hearing their stories and being prayed over for the first time, I felt such an overwhelming sense of 
comfort and protection that I knew this was the path I wanted to commit to. Through this experience and the 
RCIA process, I came to understand my purpose in life more, which is to share my faith and to serve others. I 
felt this was the right time to commit to Catholicism because especially after marrying the love of my life, I 
desired to have that relationship with God. I hope to raise a Catholic family in the future so that they may know 
God too. 

      -Liza, to be baptized at Easter Vigil 

• Catholicism is my history and I want it to be my future. I cherish my childhood memories, asking my mother 
questions about God and love and being a good person, and it is important to me to build my relationship with 
God and learn more about Catholicism so that I can one day share those same things with my own children. 
The process has been so rewarding. I look forward to each session not only learning and my own personal 
growth, but getting to share the experience with others in the same place that I am. There is no age that is too 
late to build a stronger relationship with God. If I have learned anything it is that he has always been there 
waiting for me and is now supporting me proudly through this journey. -Veronica, preparing for Eucharist & 
Confirmation 

•  It is important for me because I want to become a fully committed follower of Christ. My journey through 
Confirmation has helped me to grow in my faith, in maturity, and continue to build a strong foundation towards 
living a life walking with Christ. -Jesse, preparing for Confirmation 

• I have learned many things and I find comfort in listening to God's word. I'm a better person allowing myself to 
be giving, loving, and forgiving towards others. I have also learned it's up to us to spread God’s word. We are 
his messengers not only by words but through actions. I will encourage our children to follow in our footsteps 
not only being Catholic but living Catholic. -Judd, candidate for reception into full communion 

As the Triduum approaches, let us all consider: Why do we choose to practice our faith? How do we share that 
with others? 

Anne Marie Fourré,  
Director of Faith Formation 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

Holy Week &   

Easter Schedule 

Please see Page 7 

Holy Thursday Special Collection 
April 14 
The special collection taken up on Holy Thursday will 
benefit St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP). SVdP provide 
assistance to anyone who is in need or suffering.  Their 
motto “no act of charity is foreign to the Society.” If you 
know of anyone needing help, call the hotline: 
510.995.9471. Thank you for you support! 

Pontifical Good Friday Collection 
Benefiting Christians in the Holy Land 
Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the 
Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians 
in the Holy Land. Your support helps the church minister 
in parishes, provide Catholic schools and offer religious 
education. The Pontifical Good Friday Collection also 
helps to preserve the sacred shrines. The pandemic hit 
particularly hard the Christians in the Holy Land. Most of 
them depend on pilgrimages to work. In these times of 
crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday Collection is also 
necessary to meet the basic needs of the People of God 
still living in this Land where the Church was born. When 
you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, 
you become an instrument of peace and join with 
Catholics around the world in solidarity with the Church in 
the Holy Land. For more information about Christians in 
the Holy Land, visit www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday.  

SACRED TRIDUUM 
Treasures from our Tradition 

Now we have come to the center of the Christian year, 
beginning with today, Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and 
culminating in the Pasch (the Jewish feast of the 
Passover),  the Sacred Triduum. Some have called 
the culminating event in this week’s journey of faith 
“The Three Days of Easter.” The origins of many of 
our observances, including today’s blessing of palms 
and solemn entry into the church, hearken back to old 
Jerusalem. 

In the late fourth century, a woman living a 
consecrated life in southern France made a four-year 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. There, she encountered the 
rich liturgies of the city, bursting with Christians. She 
was a keen observer, and fortunately for us wrote vivid 
letters of her experience to a circle of women friends 
she calls her sisters. By the time of her journey, it is 
clear that even some catechumens were undertaking 
the dangerous journey so that they could be formed at 
the very site of the events of Christ’s passion and 
rising. At the heart of the pilgrim experience were 
processions, such as today’s joyous procession to the 
Mount of Olives, and brilliant catechesis from the 
bishop every day, as well as intense fasting and 
prayer. When you resolve to keep this week holy in 
your own life, and especially when you commit to 
participating in the full Triduum with worship in church 
and fasting at home, a very ancient tradition is within 
your grasp. —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

San Damiano Retreat: Women at the 
Stations – Blessed Virgin Mary 
2 options: In person at San Damiano or via 
Zoom, April 19, 2022 10:30 am  

About the Event: Who were the 
Women at the Stations of the 
Cross? Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Veronica, The Women Who 
Wept, Mary Magdalene. 

Join us for this 4- part series as 
we explore these women who 
met Jesus on His walk to 
Calvary. We will celebrate the 
Easter season, as we celebrate and get to know these 
women. Tuesdays 4/19, 4/26, 5/3, 5/10 from 10:30-Noon 
with optional lunch to follow. For more info or to register: 
https://sandamiano.org/events/jan_easter_2022/ 

 

Parish Office will be closed on Good 

Friday, April 15 at Noon, and reopen on Tuesday, 

April 19.  Our Priests and the entire Parish Staff 

wish the Parish Community a very  

blessed Holy Week and Easter.   

http://www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday
https://sandamiano.org/events/jan_easter_2022/


 

     Get Involved   

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th 
Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st 
Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 
(4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 
2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-
person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, 
Parish Center) 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 

Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

 

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact the 
Parish Office 510.522.0181 

If you would like to help 
the Outreach Ministry 
bring joy to care home 
residents this Easter, 
you can still drop 
completed Easter cards 
in the box on the rectory 
porch by this Sunday, 
April 10. God bless your Lenten alms giving! Your 
generosity matters to so many people. Questions 
and suggestions are always welcome at: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com. 

Catholic Relief Service (CRS)  
Lenten Rice Bowls Campaign 
Don’t forget to turn in your Lenten Rice Bowl in the 
baskets found at the Basilica doors on Palm 
Sunday, April 10, or at the parish office after that. 

Remember, Lenten alms 
go to alleviate hunger and 
poverty in communities 
around the world and in 
the U.S. - 75% percent of 
gifts support CRS’ 
International 
humanitarian programs, 
and 25% of gifts remain 
in each U.S. diocese 
where they are given to 
hunger and poverty alleviation efforts in those 
communities. CRS Rice Bowl wants to say 
THANK YOU for your participation!  

Faith Formation Corner 
Prayers for First Communicants 

Our Elect will finally join us at the Table of the 

Eucharist this Saturday at the Easter Vigil, but 

forty of our young people are still a few weeks 

away. Prayer Cards for each child preparing for 

First Eucharist in April or May are available at the 

entrances to the Basilica; please take one and 

pray for that child in the coming weeks. Those who 

picked up Prayer Cards for our Confirmation 

candidates, keep the prayers coming! 28 teens will 

be confirmed May 21.  
 

“When you look at the crucifix, you 
understand how much Jesus loved you. 
When you look at the Sacred Host you 
understand how much Jesus loves you 

now.” (St. Teresa of Kolkata)  
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Recent Passing 
Raymond Sommers & Larry Kempel 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Families 

during this time of grief, 

Rest In Peace. 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Lady Tirona Bautista, Lhiza H. 
Brown, Jane Burgelin, Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 
Bautista, Nia Loralei Cain, Mary Cronin, 
Jeff Fairbanks, Rino Gacad, Steve 
Lopez, Amelia Miguel, Dalmacio 
Quinto, Zachary Ramos, Robert L. 
Ramos Jr., Mary Rocca, Nory A. Reyes, 
Michael Ricica and Ramon N. Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

April Infant Baptisms:  
Congratulations and 

welcome:  

Aster H. Sancho Nguyen, 

Summer Mai-KhÔi Mary 

Felluss & Mackenzie A. Nguyen 

into our community of faith in Jesus Christ.  
Please keep the children, their parents and 
godparents in your prayers.  (Communal Infant 
baptism is celebrated on the first Sunday of the 
month at all the Masses. For more information, 
please  visit our website: https://sjbalameda.org/
baptism 

  Mass Intentions 

 

  Saturday, April 9 

8:30 am †Edgar Borbon 

5:00 pm  Linda Lim-Cousins: Birthday thanksgiving 

  Palm Sunday, April 10 

 7:30 am  Thanksgiving to St. Joseph 

 9:30 am †Patricia & Olivia Gomez 

12:00 pm Harnett Family - Living & Deceased 

 7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

  Monday, April 11 
 8:30am †Jose Belgica 

  Tuesday, April 12 

 8:30 am †Pat Stittle 

  Wednesday, April 13 

8:30 am †Teodora Merquillo - Death Anniversary 
 

  Holy Thursday, April 14 

8:30 am Morning Prayer  

7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

  - For the People of the Parish 

  Good Friday, April 15 

8:30 am Morning Prayer 
12:00 pm  Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
7:00 pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord - repeated 

  Holy Saturday, April 16 
8:30 am Morning Prayer 

8:00 pm Easter Vigil 
  People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
   

  Easter Sunday, April 17 

 Mass Times: 7:30 am, 9:30 am and 12 pm  

All Masses are offered for the People of the Parish 

- Living & Deceased 

          No 7:00 pm Mass 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for week of April 9/10 is sponsored  
by anonymous for peace in Ukraine. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Almighty ever-living God, 
who as an example of humility 
for the human race to follow 

caused our Savior to take flesh and  
submit to the Cross, 

graciously grant that we may heed 
his lesson of patience suffering 

and so merit a share in his Resurrection. 
Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. 

THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST’S LOVE 

From the proclamation of the Gospel at the beginning of the 
liturgy, we know that today is different, not only because we 
hear two Gospel passages, or because we hold palms and 
move in procession. Today begins Holy Week, a time set apart, 
a week in which to listen, pray, reflect, and take to heart the 
truth of Christ’s passion, crucifixion, death, and ultimately, 
resurrection. It takes a week, and a lifetime, to truly hear the 
message of Christ’s love. It is difficult for us to comprehend that 
Jesus willingly sacrificed himself, so we must hear the story 
again and again. Let this week be for us a new moment of faith 
in which we, together with the criminal who was crucified with 
Christ, cry out, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 

Reflection question: 
How can I heed Jesus’ lesson of patient suffering? 
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Living The Faith 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE… God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who believes 

in him might not perish but might have eternal life. –John 3:16  

As we enter Holy Week, we remember how our Lord suffered and died so that 
each and every one of us might be saved from sin and have eternal life. Reflect on 
God’s infinite love for you. How have you responded to that love this Lent, and 
how can you share it with others? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more.  

OFFERTORY PRAYER TO END THE LENTEN JOURNEY 

Heavenly Father, Thank you for leading us closer to you during these 40 days. We 

experienced your love for us by loving our sisters and brothers. As we end our 

Lenten journey, we pray that our sacrifices may give glory to you by helping 

communities access nutritious food and other resources necessary to flourish. 

Help us continue what we started this Lent—caring for our global family and 

addressing the injustices that prevent people from thriving. You promise hope and 

life through your Son’s Resurrection. May we be instruments of your peace and 

share this hope with the world by working together to end hunger. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen  

Welcome the Stranger Update 

Welcome the Stranger was so pleased to see Anna Rossi on the cover of 

Catholic Voice (https://oakdiocese.org/documents/2022/3/OAK0422.pdf ). 

The accompanying beautifully written article chronicles the history of 

Welcome the Stranger (WTS) and the successes in helping refugee families 

resettle when political and social circumstances make it difficult for them to 

remain in their home country. Over the last 6 years, the volunteers of 

Welcome the Stranger in the Alameda Deanery have walked with 7 families, 

helping with immediate needs like housing, transportation and medical care, 

as well as long-term assistance to set the family on the path to independent living. Housing is the number one 

concern for stability and a sister organization was founded called Shelter in Peace – a non-profit corporation 

that acts as a Master Tenant to contract with residential units for affordable transitional housing for refugee 

families. 

Our latest family is a true testament to the success of this ministry, the resilience of refugee families, and the 

countless hours of WTS volunteers who provided support with housing, medical care, schooling, tutoring, 

driving lessons, English language tutoring, and so much more. The family includes a mother, father and 3 

young children who were flown out on one of the last transports before the US military pulled out of 

Afghanistan and the Taliban took over. In just over 6 months since arrival, the family is ready to leave 

transitional housing provided through SIP, both parents passed the driving test the first time and have 

California driver’s licenses, the children are flourishing in school, mom and the children are becoming more 

and more fluent in English, and the father secured a job working for a Security Guard company where he is 

being trained as a supervisor. 

WTS has over 30 volunteers, but we are always open to new energy. We invite you to learn more at our 

upcoming meeting on April 12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at St. Philip Neri Hall. The address is 3101 

Van Buren St. Alameda, 94501. With so many of us seeing the plight of refugees around the globe and most 

recently the flight of so many Ukrainians fleeing their country, remember the words of Matthew 25:35, “I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me.” 

If you have questions about the meeting, would like to make a donation to Welcome the Stranger, or have a 

residential unit and would like more information about Shelter in Peace, please reach out to Anna Rossi at 

amrossi1238@aol.com or at (510) 814-1038. Both Welcome the Stranger and Shelter in Peace are non-profit 

501( c)3s. 
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ST. JOSEPH BASILICA 
2022 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

. 

THE SACRED TRIDUUM 
 

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 14 
Morning Prayer: 8:30 am 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:00 pm, 
followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

in the Learning Center until midnight 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15 
Morning Prayer: 8:30 am 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord: 12:00 pm 
Stations of the Cross: 3:00 pm 

Confession: 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
Celebration of the Passion of the Lord repeated: 7:00 pm 

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 16 
Morning Prayer: 8:30 am, 

followed by blessing of Food  
(no confession after Morning Prayer of at 3:30 pm) 

Easter Vigil: 8:00 pm (Basilica, with incense), 
followed by Reception in the Learning Center 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17 
Masses: 

7:30 am  (Basilica, with incense) 
9:30 am  (High School Quad, without incense) 

12:00 (Basilica, with incense) 
No 7:00 pm Mass 



 


