
 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 

510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

A blessed Easter to you all! What I should really say is, a blessed Easter season 

to you all! I’m always excited for the Easter season because it is 50 days, 

culminating on Pentecost Sunday, June 5th. The 50 days commemorate the 40 

days Jesus remained with His Apostles from the time of the Resurrection to His 

Ascension, and the 10 days after when they waited for Him to send the Holy 

Spirit. That’s the historical-biblical reason of the 50 days. I remember a priest once quipped that the 

Easter Season is 50 days because Lent is 40 days, and so Easter just needed to be longer to draw 

attention to the joyousness of the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus; the simple quantity of days (10 

more days than Lent) was a way to remind us that Easter joy outweighs everything. I think so too. 

If you think about it, it should make you pause a little bit, 50 days! Wow. And as I just stated, these aren ’t 

just any normal days, these are days of great rejoicing. These are the days when the Alleluia returns (and 

should be sung by all with intensity). Alleluia is a Hebrew word that means “praise the Lord.” And why do 

we praise Him? Because He has risen from the tomb, thus putting an end to eternal death. What lies in 

store for us now is eternal life, life which we will fully experience after we pass from this world, but a life 

that we begin to experience now. This is a life that comes from following Christ who shepherds us through 

life’s most difficult problems; it is He who shows us that, even amidst these trying times that we all face, 

we will not be overcome. In fact, it is in the darkness of those times that we see Him so very clearly, for 

the light shines brightest in the darkness. Our faith teaches us that, even in those dark times, we can still 

rejoice and sing Alleluia. 

During the Cold War, one of the darkest times our world has ever seen, Pope John Paul II reminded the 

Church of this truth: 

 We do not pretend that life is all beauty. We are aware of darkness and sin, of poverty and pain. 

 But we know Jesus has conquered sin and passed through his own pain to the glory of the 

 Resurrection. And we live in the light of his Paschal Mystery - the mystery of his Death and 

 Resurrection. “We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our song!” [quoting St. Augustine]. We are 

 not looking for a shallow joy but rather a joy that comes from faith, that grows through unselfish 

 love, that respects the “fundamental duty of love of neighbor, without which it would be 

 unbecoming to speak of Joy”. We realize that joy is demanding; it demands unselfishness; it 

 demands a readiness to say with Mary: “Be it done unto me according to thy word”. 

It is good to be reminded of this now as we find ourselves in the midst of sin, poverty, and pain, in 

countries halfway around the world, and in our own. Our Easter joy cannot be shallow. People are 

suffering, physically, emotionally, mentally. Some are confused about themselves and their identities. 

They are starving for that quality of life and love that only a deep faith in Jesus Christ, risen from the tomb, 

can provide. Don’t be overcome by the darkness of the world or let anyone convince you that the Church 

is uninspiring, boring, or irrelevant. Some people stay away from the Church because they say they “don’t 

get anything out of it.” Let’s be clear about something, Christ has risen from the dead, and the Church 

invites us to rejoice and celebrate this truth, not just for one day, but for 50 days! My hope for us all this 

Easter season is that we will experience the light of Christ breaking forth into our own lives so that we will 

not hesitate to unselfishly and joyfully share what we have received and experienced, eternal life! 

 

With much love, 

Father Mario 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

Treasures from our Tradition 

It has been said that the most convincing sign of the 

Risen Christ is the Risen Christian. Today, in 

parishes around the world, new life is drawn from the 

waters of baptism, and new Christians are thrilled to 

see the crowds pour in to join in the feast. On 

Easter, we do not say the Creed, but rather renew 

our baptismal promises with hearty responses. We 

are taking the first joyful steps on a fifty-day-long 

celebration. In the southern hemisphere, the world is 

slipping into winter, but for us in North America, the 

earth itself seems to sing hymns to Christ’s victory. 

Look this morning for the fresh paschal candle 

standing near the baptismal waters. It was 

consecrated in the hours of the night, will burn 

brightly for fifty days whenever we gather for prayer, 

and will glow again at every baptism and every 

funeral in the year ahead. Even though we may be 

gathered around the candle someday in sadness, 

today’s joy at Christ’s victory over death will shine 

through. —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

P 
arish Office will be closed on Easter 

Monday, April 18, and reopen on 

Tuesday, April 19. Your Priests and 

Parish Staff wish everyone a very 

blessed Easter. 

The 2022 Ford CYO Scholarships 
Applications are now being 
accepted for the 2022 Ford CYO 
Scholarship Awards. The 
deadline for applications is 
Monday, May 9, 2022 and the 
application form can be 
downloaded by clicking on the 
link, below. 

Three, $1000 scholarships will be 
awarded by the CYO Scholarship 
Committee. The application 
process includes: approval from a parent and a parish 
representative, a statement by the candidate on how CYO 
influenced them, and a letter of recommendation from a 
significant person in the life of the candidate. Candidates 
selected by the scholarship committee will be invited to an 
interview. For more information, visit website: https://
oakdiocese.org/news/applications-for-the-2022-ford-cyo-
scholarships-are-now-being-accepted 

Picture: Diocese of Oakland 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience  

Are you looking to put Christ in your marriage?  

For more than 50 years, Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
has helped over 3.5 million couples in almost 100 
countries unlock the power of their relationships with new 
ways to do the “I do.” The Marriage Encounter experience 
helps you listen, share, and connect more deeply. There’s 
no group discussion. It’s just about the two of you learning 
to be the best, most loving and thriving couple you can be. 
Nine in ten couples who attend a Marriage Encounter 
recognize a long-lasting positive effect on their lives. 

Deepen your communication, rekindle your romance and 
renew your sacrament by attending the next upcoming in-
person Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience in the 
Oakland Diocese, July 8-10, 2022. Go to www.wwme.org 
for more information or to register. Early registration 
encouraged! 

 

Divine Mercy 

Sunday, April 24  

Next Sunday is Divine 

Mercy Sunday. Jesus 

pours out a whole 

ocean of graces upon 

those souls who 

approach the fount of 

His mercy.  

Young Adults Group Third Wednesday  
In-person Gathering, April 20, 8 pm 
Parish Center (1119 Lafayette Street) 
Young Adults age 20s-30s in our Parish Community are 
invited to participate in a meditation on the meaning of 
Easter and how to fully live during the Easter Season. The 
event will be done in the context of Adoration - a great 
opportunity to be in the presence of our Lord! Drop-ins are 
welcome! (For more details email:alamedayag@gmail.com)  

Taize in the Basilica 
Friday, April 22, 8 pm 

Taizé is an ecumenical, candlelit service of music, prayer, 
scripture and silent worship. It is offered as a witness to 
peace and reconciliation for which we gather each month.  
All are welcome!  

When Christ, who is our life, is 

revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with Him in glory.  

https://oakdiocese.org/news/applications-for-the-2022-ford-cyo-scholarships-are-now-being-accepted
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     Get Involved   

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (4th 
Fridays, 7-8:30 pm, Parish Center) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st 
Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 
(4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 
2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-
person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, 
Parish Center) 

Support Our Local Advertisers Or 
Bulletin Advertisement 

Placing an ad in our bulletin raises visibility for your 

business in the community and at the same time 

support the costs of the printing of our parish 

bulletin.  We thank all our current and future 

advertisers for their support.   

Please show your support by shopping local and 

support our advertisers. 

(See the back page of the Bulletin for information on 

how to place an ad) 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 

Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

 

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact the 
Parish Office 510.522.0181 

Faith Formation, Version 2022 
First and foremost, faith formation is about 
encountering Christ. It’s discovering how much God 
loves us and learning how to respond to that love 
through our choices and our lives. There are many 
paths to that, normally starting within our homes and 
families. The Parish helps: children who don’t attend 
Catholic school are offered weekly Gospel-based 
lessons done at home and monthly in-person 
gatherings, and in-person classes to prepare for First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist. There are 
Confirmation classes for teens and adults, Christian 
Initiation sessions for adults interested in becoming 
Catholic, spiritual enrichment for individuals with 
special needs, marriage preparation, sessions for 
parents who are bringing their infants for baptism, 
and periodic adult formation offerings. And everyone 
is invited to our monthly Parish Family Activity to 
socialize and explore our faith traditions through 
crafts tied to the liturgical season: the next one is on 
June 5. If you’re looking for ways to discover Jesus 
or to deepen your understanding of what it means to 
be and live as a Catholic, contact Anne Marie at 
afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409. Happy 
Easter!  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration  

during Lent 

1:00  - 6:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, after Daily Mass 

Devotions  
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Praying Together                                                                                     

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of 

praying for your intentions or for the souls of 

our deceased loved ones. To request a Mass 

Intention, please contact Sherley in the Parish 

Office by email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or 

in-person help, Monday - Friday, 10 am - 4pm.  

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering 
In Our Community 

Constancia Abueg, Sandy Anderson, Lady 
Tirona Bautista, Lhiza H. Brown, Jane Burgelin, 
Ronald M Bautista, Romelita 
Bautista, Nia Loralei Cain, Mary 
Cronin, Jeff Fairbanks, Rino Gacad, 
Amelia Miguel, Dalmacio Quinto, 
Zachary Ramos, Robert L. Ramos 
Jr., Mary Rocca, Nory A. Reyes, 
Michael Ricica and Ramon N. 
Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

   

  Mass Intentions 

 

  Saturday, April 16  

8:30 am Morning Prayer  

8:00 pm  Easter Vigil - For the People of the Parish 

  Easter Sunday, April 17 

  7:30 am, 9:30 am and 12:00 pm 

  - For the People of the Parish 

  No 7:00 pm Mass 

  Monday, April 18 

 8:30am †Lee Kam - Death Anniversary 

  Tuesday, April 19 

 8:30 am †Wilma Cyril Bonnie Cooper 

  Wednesday, April 20 

8:30 am †Jimmie & Virginia Stoltenberg 
 

  Thursday, April 21 

8:30 am Fernandez & D’Cruz Families - Thanksgiving 
 

  Friday, April 22 

8:30 am Maria Coccorro - Birthday 
 

  Saturday, April 23 
8:30 am 1)McGaugh Family 

  2)†Maria Herma Tibay 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
   

  Divine Mercy Sunday, April 24  

7:30 pm Naces Family - Thanksgiving 

9:30 pm Apura Family - Thanksgiving 

12:00 pm †Larry Kempel  

7:00 pm 1)†Edgar Borbon 

  2) †Deceased Family Members of the Lim & 

  Thong Families 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for week of April 16/17 is sponsored  
by anonymous for  

Community of Alameda Deanery 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

O God, who on this day, 

through your Only Begotten Son, 

have conquered death 

and unlocked for us the path to eternity, 

grant, we pray, that we who keep 

the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection 

may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, 

rise up in the light of life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. 

EVERYTHING IS CHANGED: Easter changes everything. 
Having been raised from the dead, Jesus shatters the frightful 
images that haunt humanity. Betrayal, torture, crucifixion, death, 
burial—these terrors pale in the brilliant glory of Jesus 
resurrected. Today’s psalm guides our response to God’s 
power: “it is wonderful in our eyes.” Today is indeed a day for 
wonder, for gasping in astonishment at Jesus’ resurrection. For 
all of human history, death had been final. In the Acts of the 
Apostles, though, Peter testifies that Jesus, who was publicly 
executed, was raised to life by God. John’s Gospel admits that 
the disciples “did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to 
rise from the dead.” Even Jesus’ closest friends were not 
expecting this innovation: life after death. In response to the 
Easter miracle, Paul tells us to become “a fresh batch of dough.” 
Everything, even our very selves, must become new. Easter 
changes everything.  

Reflection question: 

How can I keep the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection in my 
daily life?  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

 

Basilica Funeral Announcements 

• Joyce Edwards  
Thursday, April 21, 11 am 

• Larry Kempel 
Monday, April 25, 1 am 

Rest In Peace 
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                                              Living The Faith 

Diocesan News: Franciscan Order to assume pastoral care of Oakland Parish 

Bishop Michael C. Barber and Father Joseph Seraphin Dederick, OFM Cap, Provincial Minister of the Western 

America Province of Our Lady of Angels, jointly announce the Capuchins will assume pastoral care of St. Jarlath 

Parish in Oakland, effective August 1, 2022. 

For the first time in the history of the Diocese of Oakland, the Capuchin Franciscans, a religious order of 

ordained and lay men, will assume pastoral care of a diocesan parish. 

The Capuchins are no stranger to the diocese, however. Since the early 1980s, the friars have had a house of 

studies, St. Conrad Friary, in Berkeley. 

Also well-known in the diocese, Capuchin Father Hai Ho will be the new pastor of St. Jarlath. He is the former 

chaplain for Saint Mary's College of California, in Moraga, and currently is his order’s vicar-provincial, director of 

post-novitiate formation, and guardian of St. Conrad Friary. Other members of the order will join him in a new 

Capuchin community at St. Jarlath. Father Enrique Ballesteros, a diocesan priest who is currently St. Jarlath’s 

pastor, will receive a new assignment. 

There are approximately 10,500 Capuchin brothers, both ordained and lay, in the world. The order began in the 

sixteenth century, when a Franciscan priest, Father Matteo de Bascio, felt called to reform the Franciscans. The 

group adopted the custom of wearing a hooded robe; Capuchin refers to the nickname for the hood 

(cappuccino). 

The Capuchins arrived in Oregon in 1910, eventually finding their way to California. Today, the Western America 

Province of Our Lady of Angels has a presence in Berkeley, Burlingame, La Cañada, Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Santa Ynez, and Solvang, as well as five locations in Mexico. General offices are in Burlingame. 

Missionary 

Disciples:  We are 

called as missionary 

disciples to bear 

witness in the world! 

The USCCB's 

Department of Justice, 

Peace and Human 

Development (JPHD) 

has numerous 

resources to help 

Hispanic Catholics engage in the Church’s social 

mission.  

As missionary disciples, we must learn to read the 

“signs of the times” and respond openly and 

creatively to the call of the Holy Spirit in attending to 

the needs and challenges of our times. This page 

contains resources on Catholic Social Teaching, the 

Sacraments and the Social Mission, Pope Francis’s 

teachings in Laudato Si’, Querida Amazonia, and 

Fratelli Tutti, Civilize It: A Better Kind of Politics, 

http://ow.ly/jmJj50Iuh2b, Two Feet of Love in Action, 

and more. Take advantage of the numerous 

resources available to put your faith in action: http://

ow.ly/YRVI50Iuh2c  

Grow in Faith with FORMED  

The Catholic Faith On Demand 

We would like to remind our Parish Community 

that the Parish subscribes to FORMED, an online 

database full of Catholic media. If you have not 

signed-up, or, if you are a newly registered 

parishioner, sign-up by visiting FORMED 

website:https://formed.org/ and follow the steps. 

Search for St. Joseph Basilica. Registration is 

free.  
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