
 

 

 
 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

I apologize that I was not able to write an article in the bulletin last week. On 

Monday and Tuesday, I was away at Villa Maria del Mar retreat center in Santa 

Cruz. I was invited to join a priest support group made up of some priests I know 

from the Diocese of San Jose. A few of the older members of this group have 

been meeting for around 30 years. They meet every first Tuesday of the month 

for prayer and reflection. It was a really powerful experience for me, which I think will help me to become a 

better shepherd for you. 

That day together reminded me of the importance of community. Last week we celebrated the Solemnity 

of the Most Holy Trinity, which is a reminder to us of Whose image and likeness we are made in. God is 

Trinity - three in one - which essentially means God is a community. God is not singular, alone, or isolated. 

God is always with and for the other. And so, in order for us to live up to our potential, to live happy and 

fulfilling lives, we must do the same; reach out to others, be with others, love others. Only when we lose 

ourselves in living for another do we find ourselves. 

As I said in my homily on Trinity Sunday, the way to actualize this potential of the divinity within us, which 

often lays dormant, is to stay close to the Eucharist. As St. Augustine said in reference to the Eucharist, 

“become what you receive.” He didn’t mean this as some kind of pious sentimentalism. He meant it 

literally. This is because Jesus was speaking literally when He said, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks 

my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my 

blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. Just as 

the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me 

will have life because of me” (Jn 6:54-57). So, stay close to the Eucharist. In fact, let’s make that one of 

our expectations. As we enter back into the season of Ordinary Time, let us recall what those are, 

remembering that I added a 5th expectation at the start of May, which you might have missed, since the 

bulletins were not printed that month due to a paper shortage. They are: 

 

1. Read the Sunday Mass readings during the week before Mass. 

2. Wear your “Sunday best” to church. 

3. Arrive to Mass early to calm your heart and mind. 

4. Participate at Mass by singing and saying all the responses with boldness. 

5. Have some devotion to Mary; e.g. the Rosary. 

 

And now 6. Stay close to the Eucharist. When I was discerning priesthood, one of the single most 

important helps to me (in addition to the Rosary) was silent prayer before the tabernacle in my home 

church. There, in the silence, Jesus speaks, and teaches us how to become what we receive; a humble 

gift given to others. Can you benefit from coming into the Basilica for some silent prayer? How about 30 

minutes per week? 

Stay close to Jesus in the Eucharist. Through Communion with Him, He teaches us how to live in 

communion (community) with others, and that is what we want, because that is what we were made for. 

This Sunday, we will have a procession of the Blessed Sacrament from our parish to St. Barnabas after 

the noon Mass. I, and the rest of your community, would love to see you there. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  



 

Taizé in the Basilica 
Can you use some peace 
and healing this week? 

Taizé is an ecumenical 

candlelit service composed 

of music, prayer, scripture, and silent worship. 

Taizé originated in a small French village in 

1940 by a young seminary graduate, Brother 

Roger. Through the years, the Taizé 

community has grown to become a ministry 

that today reaches people all around the world. 

Join us Friday, June 24, at 8:00 pm. All are 

welcome! 

 

Upcoming Events 

Religious Freedom Week 

June 22 –29 
Religious freedom allows the 

Church, and all religious 

communities, to live out their faith 

in public and to serve the good of 

all. Beginning June 22, the feast of Sts. Thomas More and 

John Fisher, and ending the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. 

The United States Catholic Conference of Bishops (USCCB) 

invites Catholics to pray, reflect, and act to promote religious 

freedom. For USCCB resources: https://www.usccb.org/

committees/religious-liberty/religious-freedom-week 

A Blessing for Father's Day 
God our Father, 
In your wisdom and love you have created us and called us your own. Bless 
our fathers, that they may be strengthened  as Christian fathers. 
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
In moments of joy, rejoice with them. In times of struggle, give them your 
courage and perseverance. Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may 
honor and appreciate them always with a spirit of profound respect. May the 
example and prayer of St. Joseph inspire them to live their vocation with 
courage. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Peter’s Pence Collection, June  25/26  

This year’s Theme: Be a Sign of Mercy 

Peter’s Pence Collection is a worldwide 
collection that supports the work of the 
Universal Church, including the work of the 
Holy See and the charitable works of Pope 
Francis. These works benefit our brothers and 
sisters on the margins of society, including 
victims of war, oppression, and disasters. For 
more information, visit : 
www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.hmtl  

 

Special Needs Inclusion Mass 
Sunday, June 26, 2 pm, Basilica 

The Mass is a celebration for special needs 

families and individuals in a loving and open 

environment - quieter music, softer lighting and 

simpler wording for a more inviting 

atmosphere. No worries if an individual or 

family members vocalize or needs to move 

around. All are welcome! 

The above event is sponsored by Alameda Deanery 

Special Needs Inclusion Ministry. 

The National Eucharistic 
Revival 

On June 19, 2022, the Feast of 
Corpus Christi, the United States 
Council of Catholic Bishops will 
begin a three-year focus on the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
that is intended to be a National 
Eucharistic Revival! There will be 

many resources made available to help Catholics learn 
more about the Holy Eucharist and grow in devotion to this 
incredible gift of Christ. For more resources: https://
www.eucharisticrevival.org/learn-resources 

Prayer for the National Eucharistic Revival 

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love You! I beg 

pardon for those who do not believe, nor adore, nor hope, 
nor love You. 

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I adore You 

profoundly. I offer You the most precious Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the tabernacles of 

the world in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges, and 
indifference by which He is offended. And, through the 

infinite merits of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg of You the conversion of 

sinners. 
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     Parish Life   

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (Fridays, 
5:30-6:30 pm, Reconciliation Room) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st 
Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 
(4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 
2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-
person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, 
Parish Center) 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 

Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

 

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact the 
Parish Office 510.522.0181 

 

Thank you Volunteers! 
Important Reminder:  

Virtus Re-training  

If you are an active member of any ministry 
and your last completed Virtus training was 
prior to June 2019, it’s time to retrain. 
(Required every three years.) 

Please log into: http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/, 
and your account to complete the online retraining 
that has been assigned to you. Kindly update 
Sherley Lim upon completion, or if you cant’ 
remember if you are due for training, contact her 
at: secretary@sjbalameda.org. 

Note: For anyone considering volunteering with 
any of the Parish’s Ministries, you are required  to 
complete a mandatory Safe Environment /Virtus 
online training before starting, per the Diocese 
requirements. 

Faith Formation Update 

One More Confirmation 

Congratulations to 

Jenesis Engelhard, the 

last of over 30 

parishioners to 

celebrate the 

sacrament of 

Confirmation this year. 

She was unable to 

celebrate with her 

classmates in May due 

to illness but joined 

with the teens at St. 

Barnabas for 

Confirmation last week. 

Celebrations of this 

sacrament began in 

April when an adult 

was baptized at 

Easter, then our teens in May, three adults at the 

Cathedral in June and another as he was received 

into the Church from a different Christian tradition. 

Confirmation completes what began at baptism, 

and as “fully initiated” they can now serve as 

godparents, sponsors and Eucharistic Ministers. 

Registration is now open for this fall’s Confirmation 

classes for youth entering 8th grade or high 

school: https://sjbalameda.org/teen-confirmation.  

Registration for Adult Confirmation will open in 

August. 

Jenesis with her catechists  
Ms. Kimberly and Ms. Natalie  
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jan Curtis, Fong Che, Mary 
Cronin, Noel Folsom, Rino Gacad, Amelia 
Miguel,  Dave Petrich, Dalmacio Quinto, Robert 
L. Ramos Jr. and  Michael Ricica. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, June 18 

8:30 am The Price Family 

5:00 pm For all Fathers - Living & Deceased 
 

  Sunday, June 19 - Happy Father’s Day 

7:30 pm For All Fathers - Living and Deceased 

9:30 pm For All Fathers - Living and Deceased   

12:00 pm For All Fathers - Living and Deceased 

7:00 pm For All Fathers - Living and Deceased 
 

  Monday, June 20 

 8:30am 1)McGaugh Family  

  2)†Rosita Garalza 
 

  Tuesday, June 21 

 8:30 am †Luisa Valdesancho 
 

  Wednesday, June 22 

8:30 am  †Mariano Relevante,Jr - Death Anniversary 
 

  Thursday, June 23 

8:30 am †Eduardo Perlas 
 

 

  Friday, June 24 

8:30 am Jose & Leticia Lim - 64th Wedding Anniversary 
 

  Saturday, June 25 

8:30 am Ivar & Nancy Anderson - 53rd Wedding Anniversary 

5:00 pm Lim & Thong Families - Thanksgiving Intentions 
  

  Sunday, June 26 

7:30 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 pm Eleazer Magno - Birthday   

12:00 pm Victoriano,Jr & Amelia Nabaza - 56th Wedding  

  Anniversary 

7:00 pm Zachary Ramos - Thanksgiving Intentions  

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the month of June is sponsored  
in loving memory of Doug Steed. 

THE GIFT OF THE EUCHARIST 

Today we hear how Abram encounters Melchizedek, “King of 

Salem… and a priest of God Most High” (Genesis 14:18). 

Melchizedek appears nowhere else in scripture, but is 

nonetheless significant. Psalm 110 declares of the great King 

David, “You are a priest forever, in the line of Melchizedek,” a 

description later given (in the letter to the Hebrews) to Christ as 

High Priest. 

Early Christians saw in Melchizedek’s bread and wine the bread 

and wine of the Eucharist; Paul’s account of the Last Supper (in 

today’s second reading) is the oldest one in scripture. In the 

Gospel, Luke describes Jesus providing bread for a crowd in 

words similar to Paul’s, words still used by the Church: Jesus 

takes bread, gives thanks, breaks it. Together, these three 

readings reveal how Christian priesthood, Christ’s Real Presence, 

and the call to serve those in need are all found in the gift of the 

Eucharist. 

Reflection Question: How am I part of the Body of Christ in the 
world?  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, 8:10 am 

Devotions  

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers and/or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor  

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the weekly 
Altar Flowers, or one candle for the weekly 
Sanctuary Lamp. Sanctuary Flowers, $75 and 
Sanctuary Lamp, $20. To sponsor, contact 
Sherley Lim at: secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 
(510) 995 9420. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
(Corpus Christi) 

O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament 
have left us a memorial of your Passion, 
grant us, we pray, 
so to revere the sacred mysteries of your 
Body and Blood 
that we may always experience in ourselves 
the fruits of your redemption. 
Who live and reign with God the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
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Living The Faith 

(An Except from the Vatican News) 

P 
ope Francis urges Catholics to pray for all 

families during the month of June in which 

Rome will hosts the 10th World Meeting of 

Families.  

As the Church prepares to gather in Rome on June 22-

26 for the 10th World Meeting of Families, Pope Francis 

upheld the family and urged all Catholics to pray for 

them. 

“The family is the place where we learn to live with one 

another, to live with young people and with those who 

are older. And by being united in our differences - young 

people, the elderly, adults, children - we evangelize with our example of life. God offers path of holiness in 

families”. 

The Pope recalled that God is always with us, in our neighborhood, cities, and daily life. 

“And He takes care of us,” said Pope Francis. “He remains with us at all times in the swaying of the boat tossed 

by the sea: when we argue, when we suffer, when we’re joyful, the Lord is there and accompanies us, helps us, 

and corrects us.” 

At the same time, he said, love within the family offers a “personal path of holiness.” 

“Let us pray for Christian families around the world. May each and every family embody and experience 

unconditional love and advance in holiness in their daily lives.” 

Good Stewardship - Collection Update 

Thank you for supporting our Parish! All help is appreciated. 

Offertory donations can be dropped in the baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish Office (1109, 

Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 94501), or make a one time donation using FaithDirect - our eGiving service 

(link: https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702). 

We also encourage you to sign up for recurring giving through FaithDirect to donate to the Sunday plate 

and save on offertory envelope printing costs, or when you can’t attend any of the weekend Masses.   

If you need help registering with FaithDirect, contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg,  

510.995.9411, email: business@sjbalameda.org 
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Community News 

2022 Alameda and Peralta Friends of 
Scouting Golf Tournament: June 29, 2022  

Support our local youth by participating in the golf 

tournament, sponsored by Boys of America Golden 

Gate Area Council.  

For registration or information: https://

donations.scouting.org/#/council/023/appeal/5575 

Official Clergy Appointments  

The following appointments were announced by 

Bishop Michael C. Barber: 

Newly ordained Father Ramon Urbina is appointed 

parochial vicar at St. Bonaventure in Concord, 

effective July 1, 2022. 

Newly ordained Deacon Richard Denoix is 

appointed to Catholic Community of Pleasanton, 

effective June 1, 2022. He will continue as 

diocesan coordinator of detention ministry. 

Father Arturo Cardenas, currently at St. 

Bonaventure in Concord, is appointed temporary 

parochial administrator of St. Francis of Assisi 

Concord, effective July 15, 2022 to February 1, 

2023. 

Father Ismael Gutierrez, pastor of St. Francis in 

Concord, is granted a sabbatical July 25, 2022 to 

December 31, 2022. 

Bishop Barber has accepted the resignation of 

Father Terence O'Malley, SCJ as parochial 

administrator of Transfiguration Parish in Castro 

Valley, effective May 15, 2022. Father O’Malley is 

returning to his religious order in England, the 

Sacred Heart Fathers and Brothers of Betharram. 

His faculties in the Diocese of Oakland expired on 

June 1, 2022. Father Mario Borges continues as 

pastor of Transfiguration. 

Please join in praying for them in this time of 

transition.  

Congratulations to our 2022 
High School and Elementary School 

graduates! 
Please keep our students and all recent Graduates  

in your prayers. 

Our class is different because we have this level of love, 
care, and respect for each other that could not have 
been developed if we were not forcefully separated from 
each other for two years. - Sharleene Halog, SJND Class 
of 2022, Valedictorian. 

For more pictures, visit SJND’s Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/sjndhs/ 

Picture credit: St. Joseph Notre 

Dame High School 

FORMED: Weekend Video Watch: Born to 
Reveal the Works of God 

On Thanksgiving Day, 2018, Stephen Andrew Pope was 
born, lived for one hour and twenty-eight minutes, and died. 
Though his life was short, Stephen reached thousands of 
people for the Gospel, 
"Preaching the Gospel 
always, using words when 
necessary." Witness the 
extraordinary life of the 
infant that breathed life into 
a broken community, gave 
hope to the hopeless, and 
lived the truth of the Gospel with every breath. 

His life on earth may have been short, but just as the blind 
beggar was in the Gospel of John, Stephen Andrew Pope 
truly was Born to Reveal the Works of God. 

Video link: https://watch.formed.org/videos/born-to-reveal

-the-works-of-god 
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