
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Last Sunday, to enhance our celebration of the solemnity of the 

Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (aka Corpus Christi), we held a 

procession from our church to St. Barnabas. About 50 people 

walked the 1.6 mile route, singing and praying together. It was a 

special day, especially to have so many families there with our 

dads, celebrating Father’s Day.  

Speaking of families, Pope Francis is currently celebrating the 

World Meeting of Families in Rome. This is an event that takes 

place every three years, the last one being in Dublin, Ireland in 

2018. This one goes from June 22-26, and will consist of talks on 

the theme of family and gatherings for prayer. This year’s theme is 

“Family Love: a Vocation and a Path to Holiness.” 

The Church holds the family in the highest esteem. In one of his 

documents on the family, Pope Saint John Paul II wrote: 

"Since the Creator of all things has established the conjugal partnership as the beginning and 

basis of human society," the family is "the first and vital cell of society." The family has vital and 

organic links with society, since it is its foundation and nourishes it continually through its role of 

service to life: it is from the family that citizens come to birth and it is within the family that they 

find the first school of the social virtues that are the animating principle of the existence and 

development of society itself. Thus, far from being closed in on itself, the family is by nature and 

vocation open to other families and to society and undertakes its social role” (Familiaris 

Consortio, 42). 

What this passage means is that family is essential to society. Without healthy (and holy) families, society 

cannot function; it will devolve. Just look at crime, for example. There is a definitive increase in crime 

amongst people raised in fatherless homes. Youth suicides are also higher in fatherless homes as well as 

occurrences of running away from home. Society needs families, and families need both parents, mom 

and dad. This is not to say that successful children do not come from single-parent homes or divorce; or 

that families with both parents only produce healthy children. What I am saying is that we should strive to 

promote the family unit as it was established by God. In the family, we glimpse an image of God, the 

Trinity, a community of life-giving love, in Whose image we are made. And this is how the Son of God 

chose to enter into the world, through the humble family of Nazareth. 

This is why I have been focusing much of my attention on establishing a ministry for the men in our parish 

– married and single – to come together to pray and share their journey and their vocation as husbands 

and fathers (biological or spiritual). I have yet to begin a group for the women in our parish, but if this is 

something you want to help with, please let me know. 

As that World Meeting of Families draws to a close on Sunday, I wish to extend a word of thanks to this 

family, made up of many unique and special families. May this parish continue to grow in holiness so that 

we may be a home for people who may not have the loving family they deserved. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  



 

Second Collection 
For Maintenance: 
July 2/3 

The second collection for next 

weekend is taken up on the first Sunday of every month.  

Your support will assist in defraying the costs of 

maintaining the Parish buildings and grounds.  Please be 

generous. Thank you! 

 

Upcoming Events 

Bulletin Submission Deadlines: Please 

email events information for the bulletin two weeks 

prior to the event to: secretary@sjbalameda.org 

Thank you. 

FORMED: Pick of the Week 

The Bible Collection - Paul the Apostle  

“We are celebrating a feast day, consecrated for us by 

the blood of the apostles. Let us love their faith, their 

lives, their labors, their sufferings, their confession of 

faith, their preaching.”  

This week we celebrate the Solemnity of Sts. Peter and 

Paul (June 29), each of whom spread the Gospel to the 

nations in the earliest days of the Church. In honor of 

Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, enjoy this film the Bible 

Collection!  

Video link: https://watch.formed.org/the-bible-collection-

paul/videos/the-bible-collection-paul-the-apostle 

San Damiano Retreat: Introduction to 
Christian Meditation Day: “God is Love” 

July 9, 2022 10:00 am 

About the Event 
San Damiano & Hesed Community offer a space 
of silence, stillness and stability – core values of 
Contemplative life includes a wide variety of 
spiritual practices and everyone’s spiritual path is 
unique and God is present at all times, in every 
walk. Hesed Community’s mission, as a spiritual 
community of lay 
persons, include women 
and men of all faiths who 
are intentionally seeking 
to maintain a deep 
understanding of God’s 
created world in all it’s 
glory. Hesed was founded 
by Sister Barbara 
Hazzard 40 years ago 
and is rooted in Christian 
tradition. This day of Introduction to Christian 
Meditation will both introduce participants to hear 
of living a contemplative life as well as hear from 
Benedictine monk, Fr. Stephen Coffey, who is the 
Oblate Director at the Monastery of the Risen 
Christ in San Luis Obispo. Time will be allotted for 
input, reflection, discussion and group meditation. 

To register: https://sandamiano.org/events/
christianmeditation7_22/ 

Basilica’s  Legion of Mary Ministry  

The Legion of Mary is an international 
association of Catholics established in 1921, 
who work for the sanctification of all with the 
sanction of the Church and under the powerful 
leadership of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mediatrix of all Graces. Parishioners can join 
as Active or Auxiliary members. As Auxiliary 
members of the Legion of Mary, one commits 
to the following: daily recitation of five decades 
of the Rosary and a short Legion 
prayer. Members meet every Fridays, 5:30 - 
6:30 pm in the Reconciliation Room 
(Basilica). Drop-ins are welcome! 
For more information, contact: Dr Terecita Dean: 
terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

Deanery Event: 

St. Philip Neri-St. Albert The Great  

Annual Yard Sale 

July 15 and 16 

8:30 am—2:00 pm 

St. Albert The Great Hall  

(1022 Holly Street, Alameda) 

Invite God into your marriage 

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experiences in the 
Oakland Diocese are July 8-10/ Go to www.wwme.org to find 
the Experience that is just right for you - early registration 
encouraged! 
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     Parish Life   

 

Active Parish Ministries 
 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group (In-person: Mondays, 9-
11:00 am, Parish Center) 

• Bible Study - Thursday Morning Scripture: 
ebmcgaffey@gmail.com (Virtual) 

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Knights of Colmbus:(2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Parish 
Center) 

• Legion of Mary: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  (Fridays, 
5:30-6:30 pm, Reconciliation Room) 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: mlopezox@gmail.com  (1st 
Thursdays, 7-8 pm, Parish Center) 

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org (1st 
Saturdays, Parish Center) 

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: louisea.svdp@gmail.com 
(4th Saturdays, 9-10:30 am, Parish Center) 

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Taize: (4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays) 

•  Welcome The Stranger: amrossi1238@aol.com (Virtual, 
2nd Tuesdays. Contact Anna Rossi for details) 

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com (In-
person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays,  8-9pm, 
Parish Center) 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 

Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

 

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact the 
Parish Office 510.522.0181 

Faith Formation Update 
Faith Formation for Youth – Registration Open 

Registration for fall programs is open at https://

forms.gle/FJqoi7g8PT3aGyaE8. The two-year 

Youth Confirmation program is for youth in 8th 

grade or high school. Sacrament Preparation for 

Reconciliation and Eucharist is available for 

second grade and older (not needed for 2nd 

graders at SJES). Whole Family Catechesis, 

general faith formation either homeschooled or 

through weekly classes in which parents take turns 

co-teaching, is offered for ages 4 through Junior 

High not attending Catholic school; it or its 

equivalent is required prior to entering Sacrament 

Preparation. More information is on our website at 

https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs or 

contact Anne Marie at 510-995-9409. 

Did you know... 

You can come sit with Christ at any time in the 

Basilica?  

Our doors are open 

Mondays - Fridays, 8:00 - 

7:00 pm, Saturdays, 8:00 - 

6:00 pm, and Sundays, 8:00  

- 8:00 pm, for anyone to 

drop by for prayers. If you're 

looking for something a little 

more special, Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament for Adoration is on First 

Fridays, 1:00 - 7:00 pm. 

Parish Office Volunteers Needed! 

Help is needed with data entry and some admin 

work.  Must have good computer skills. If you can 

give a few hours to the Parish Office on a regular 

basis during the weekdays, please contact Sherley 

Lim, email: secretary@sjbalameda.org, ph 

510.995.9420. Thank you. 
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jan Curtis, 
Fong Che, Mary Cronin, Tom 
Farris, Noel Folsom, Rino 
Gacad, Amelia Miguel,  Dave 
Petrich, Dalmacio Quinto,  Kin 
Robles and  Michael Ricica. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If 
you like a name added to the Sick 
List, please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or 
call (510) 995 9420.  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, June 25 

8:30 am Ivar & Nancy Anderson - 53rd Wedding Anniversary 

5:00 pm Lim & Thong Families - Thanksgiving Intentions 
 

  Sunday, June 26  

7:30 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
9:30 pm Eleazer Magno - Birthday   

12:00 pm Victoriano Jr & Amelia Nabaza -  56th Wedding  
  Annniversary 
7:00 pm Zachary Ramos - Birthday 
 

  Monday, June 27 

 8:30am †Licerio Alicante 
 

  Tuesday, June 28 

 8:30 am †Marciano Seraspi Jr. - Birthday Remembrance 
 

  Wednesday, June 29 

8:30 am  †Charlotte Corral 
 

  Thursday, June 30 

8:30 am Adrian & Julie Quinto - Thanksgiving 
 

 

  Friday, July 1 

8:30 am Kevin Pardo - Thanksgiving 
 

  Saturday, July 2 

8:30 am †Monte McEntee 

5:00 pm †Karen Spiersch   

  Sunday, July 3 

7:30 pm  

9:30 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
12:00 pm †Janis Krantz 

7:00 pm  

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the month of June is sponsored  
in loving memory of Doug Steed. 

DISCIPLESHIP’S COSTS 

In today’s first reading, God tells the prophet Elijah to prepare 

Elisha to succeed him. Succeeding Elijah will be no easy task; 

he has spent his life facing threats from the kings he has 

confronted about their infidelity to the God of Israel. The psalm 

illustrates the emotional and spiritual distress that the 

prophets’ steadfast faithfulness to God brought them. Paul’s 

description of the Christian’s freedom from the law as opposed 

to “the desire of the flesh” puts this struggle at the very heart of 

Christian identity. The reading from Luke’s Gospel recounts 

Jesus’ decision to journey toward Jerusalem, where he knows 

he will meet his earthly fate. Following Jesus—like succeeding 

Elijah as prophet—will now become more difficult. Unlike his 

calls to the first disciples, Jesus encounters those who are not 

ready or are not strong enough to journey with him.  

Reflection Question: Am I someone whom others see as 
standing in the bright light of truth?  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, 8:10 am 

Devotions  

 

Recent Passing 

Karen Spiersch 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief. Rest In Peace. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

O God, who through the grace of adoption 

chose us to be children of light, grant, we 

pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 

darkness of error but always be seen to stand 

in the bright light of truth. Through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 

forever and ever. 
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Living The Faith 

The National Eucharistic Revival: 5 Points To Keep In Mind When Receiving 

The Eucharist : The eternal debate: receive the Eucharist on the tongue or in the 
hands?  

The great debates Catholics get into can be rather heated (and honestly quite entertaining at 
times), but let’s start with this – Receiving the Eucharist on your tongue vs. in your hands isn’t 
the determining factor of reverence. 

That’s right. When discussing how to receive the Eucharist, I’m not just talking about the 
physical reception (which I will get to), but the spiritual preparation too. 

1. Receive the Eucharist in a state of grace 
This first key point isn’t only a good recommendation, but actually a requirement. The Code 
of Canon Law gives us some insight into this. 
Canon Law: 916 “A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to celebrate Mass or to receive the Body of the Lord 
without prior sacramental confession unless a grave reason is present and there is no opportunity of confessing…” 
In summary: If you have committed a mortal sin, walk right on over to the confessional, be reconciled with the Lord, 
and then go receive Him in the Eucharist. 

2. Observe the 1 hour Eucharistic fast 
Again, this one is also a requirement… 
Canon Law 919: One who is to receive the Most Holy Eucharist is to abstain from any food or drink, with the 
exception only of water and medicine, for at least the period of one hour before Holy Communion. 
This doesn’t apply to those who are sick or elderly. It’s great to know the requirements, but why does the Church 
require us to do this? 
There are two main reasons. 
First, mortification is good and helps us grow in spiritual discipline. Second, the physical hunger we feel should 
remind us of the hunger and thirst we should have for the Eucharist. And really, one hour isn’t that long, the fast 
used to begin the midnight preceding receiving the Eucharist. 

3. Arrive at Mass a few minutes early 
Attending Mass and receiving Jesus Christ in the Eucharist is the most significant thing we could ever do. 
If you were going to an important dinner, say with diplomats or bishops, would you just walk right in, seat yourself at 
the dinner table, and start eating? Probably not. 

4. Make an act of reverence before receiving the Eucharist 
You are going to receive the body, blood, soul, and divinity of the King of the universe, how could you possibly 
show the respect and reverence due in this moment? 
Honestly, we can probably never show the amount of respect that our Savior deserves, but we can do what we can! 
How? This can be done by genuflecting or making a deep bow before receiving the Eucharist. In this reverential 
act, we acknowledge who we are before God and humble ourselves to receive Him. 

5. Make a prayer of thanksgiving after Mass 
Let’s return to the fancy dinner scenario (remember the bishops and diplomats). Once you have finished eating, 
would you get up and walk out of the room? No! Especially if other people were still eating dinner and there was 
more to come. 
After we receive Communion, we are the most united with Jesus we can be on this side of heaven. 
This is our chance to open our hearts to Him without reserve. To pour out our love, and ask for whatever grace we 
need. By staying a few minutes after Mass we are telling Jesus that He is important to us, that our relationship with 
Him matters and warrants our love and attention. 
So, back to the opening click-bait question: Receive Jesus on your tongue or in your hands? 
Both are allowed by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
When receiving in your hand, St. Cyril of Jerusalem offers some further instruction: “When you approach, take care 
not to do so with your hand stretched out and your fingers open or apart, but rather place your left hand as a throne 
beneath your right, as befits one who is about to receive the King. Then receive him, taking care that nothing is lost. 

Want more information on how to receive the Eucharist with reverence (and some more details of what was 
summarized above)? Check out this video: https://youtu.be/aURU-mD8HxE 

(Source: Leslie Rodriguez: Adoration, Apologetics, Eucharist, Mass—Catholic-Link.org) 
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Community News 

Mark your calendar for 

July 9 

Pro-Life Second Saturday Rosary Vigil. 
Gather with Alameda Catholic Community 
to pray the Rosary to the end of abortions. 
We meet in front of City Hall in Alameda at 
9:15am. Rosary will start at 9:30 am.  Join 
us in praying to the end of abortions and 
for our voiceless little brothers and sister. 

Congrats Coach Lippi! 
Every June, the California Coaches 

Association honors coaches that have 

made a significant impact on their 

campus, community, and student-

athletes.  

On Saturday, June 11th, our High 

School’s  boys basketball coach, Don 

Lippi, was inducted into the California 

Coaches Association Hall of Fame for the 

Class of 2020.  

Coach Lippi has been coaching 

basketball in California for over 42 year, 

and has won 23 League Championships, 

18 Section Championships, 7 Nor Cal 

Championships, 4 State Championships, 

while accumulating more than 910 wins. 

We are so grateful for your care, 

dedication and passion for coaching and 

our student-athletes. Congratulations on 

this well-deserved recognition, Coach 

Lippi! 

Our Corpus Christi procession (June 19) from St. Joseph to 

St. Barnabas was a beautiful witness to our faith. All ages 

were represented, from babies to the elderly.  People passing 

by stared with inquisitive looks. Jesus is alive in the streets of 

Alameda, and so is the #catholicchurch! 

For more pictures, visit our Facebook Page: https://

www.facebook.com/sjbalameda 
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