
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Happy 4th of July weekend! 

As I write this on Wednesday, June 29th, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of 

Saints Peter and Paul. This is not only a special day for the universal Church as she 

remembers her Apostolic foundations, but also for our parish in particular. As a minor 

basilica, there are several days throughout the year when the faithful – you and I – can visit the basilica and 

receive a plenary indulgence: this solemnity, the feast day of the title of the parish (St. Joseph, March 19), 

August 2 (the “Portiuncula” indulgence), and one other day of the year chosen by yourself. 

So, what is an indulgence? An indulgence is a remission of the temporal punishment for sins. What this 

means is that, when we sin, an injustice occurs, and in order to repair that injustice, two things must take 

place. First, the sin must be confessed, or, to put it simply, we must say we are sorry. Then, the injustice 

must be repaired; we must make up for the wrong. If we steal $5 from our mom’s purse, we can’t just say 

sorry, we have to return the money. When we come to the Sacrament of Confession, we do both; we 

confess the sin, and we perform a penance given by the priest. However, it may happen that the penances 

we perform do not make up for the entirety of the injustice. Maybe we take $5 but can only return $4.75. 

With a plenary indulgence, however, the full balance is paid. If it is not paid in this life, then we have 

Purgatory, a place of final purification before entering into heaven. 

Indulgences are not magic, and they should not be abused. They are medicinal. In the words of Pope St. 

John Paul II, indulgences are “the expression of the Church’s full confidence of being heard by the Father, 

when – in view of Christ’s merits and, by his gift, those of Our Lady and the saints – she asks him to mitigate 

or cancel the painful aspect of punishment by fostering its medicinal aspect through other channels of 

grace” (from the Foreword of the Manual of Indulgences). “Full confidence of being heard.” Jesus Christ has 

given indulgences to the Church so that we can have confidence in His mercy, which is infinite. This is why 

the Church gives them away so generously, with few requirements to earn one. Simply go to Confession, 

pray for the Pope’s intentions, and carry out the necessary work for that particular indulgence. Then we can 

be confident that our Lord has wiped away our sins. 

As we celebrate our nation’s Independence Day on Monday, keep in mind that we are continually working 

out a sort of spiritual revolution within us. As we heard in the second reading last week, “For the flesh has 

desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you may 

not do what you want” (Gal 5:17). But we have been set free. “For freedom Christ set us free” Paul says 

(5:1), “so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.” And how do we do this? “serve one 

another through love” (5:13). 

We will never be truly free if we do not live lives of love. The saints, Peter and Paul especially, teach us this. 

Imprisoned for their faith, they experienced interior freedom. They knew the mercy of God; they themselves 

had been forgiven of terrible sins, and had thus committed themselves to making sure that the known world 

knew of this love, even if that meant dying for that message, the Gospel. 

As we celebrate July 4th, we give thanks to the many men and women who fought for our freedom, 

especially those who died. Our country is still on the path of learning how to truly love, which is where we 

come in. To love the way Christ asks us to is countercultural. When the culture is telling us to love ourselves, 

our Lord empowers us to “love our neighbor as ourselves” (Gal 5:14). It is in doing this that we find true 

freedom. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

P.S. A plenary indulgence is also given to the faithful who visit a Church on the day of its dedication. August 

17 is the date the Basilica was dedicated. I will make sure that we celebrate that day with due solemnity. 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

FORMED: Pick of the Week 

John Paul II in America: Uniting a 

Continent 
The papacy of St. John Paul II left an indelible 

mark on the American continent. Driven by his 

singular conviction of a "United American 

Continent" under the patronage of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, his papal travels from Argentina to 

Alaska generated massive crowds, shaped an 

entire generation, and ultimately changed the 

course of history. Long celebrated for his role 

in the fall of communism in Eastern Europe, 

John Paul's crusade for human rights and 

religious freedom also transformed the West. 

John Paul II in America explores the Pope's 

pivotal role in the fall of dictatorships in Chile, 

Haiti, Paraguay, and Brazil. From celebrations 

of World Youth Days with millions to pastoral 

visits to the favelas of Brazil; from his historic 

1998 visit to Cuba to his tireless defense of 

works rights and indigenous peoples—John 

Paul II in America, narrated by Andy Garcia, 

captures the raw emotions and spontaneous 

thrills of this remarkable pontificate. Featuring 

rare archival footage and insightful analysis 

from leading figures, including John Paul 

biographer George Weigel, Supreme Knight 

Carl Anderson, Cardinal Seán Patrick 

O'Malley, O.F.M. Cap., and former Papal 

Spokesperson Joaquín Navarro-Valls, viewers 

will be both intrigued and moved by this film's 

unprecedented new framework for 

understanding one of the giants of our times. 

Note: This movie is not rated, but was created 

with an adult audience in mind. It contains 

scenes of war and historic violence. We would 

recommend Parental Guidance and that 

parents preview it before watching with 

children. 

Video link: https://watch.formed.org/john-paul-ii-

in-america-uniting-a-continent 

 

The Office will be closed on Monday, July 4, to observe 

the Holiday and reopen on Tuesday, July 5. We wish our 

Parish Community a very Happy and Safe July 4th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Independence Day  

God, source of all freedom, 

this day is bright with the memory 

of those who declared that life and liberty 

are your gift to every human being. 

Help us to continue the good work that began long ago. 

Make our vision clear and our will strong: 

that only in human solidarity will we  and liberty, 

and justice only in the honor that belongs 

to every life on earth. 

Turn our hearts toward the family of nations: 

to understand the ways of others, 

to offer friendship, 

and to find safety only in the common good of all. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Pro-Life Second Saturday Rosary Vigil 
Saturday, July 9 

Gather with the Alameda Catholic Community if praying the 
Rosary for an end to abortion.  We meet in front of City Hall 
in Alameda at 9:15am. Rosary will start at 9:30 am.  Join us 
in praying to the end of abortions and for our voiceless little 
brothers and sisters. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TRAINING 

Saturday, July 9, 10 - 12:30 pm, Basilica 

Coming to church should be a safe and enjoyable experience. 

Nowadays, we cannot take our safety at church for granted. We 

must be prepared for any unexpected disturbances. 

If you missed the first training in June, Fr. Mario has asked long

-time parishioner and retired San Leandro police officer, Tim 

DeGrano, to lead us in another safety during Mass training. 

Don’t miss this important training. All are welcome to attend.  

 

Funeral Announcement 
Joan DeGrano 

July 8, 10:30 am, Basilica 

https://watch.formed.org/john-paul-ii-in-america-uniting-a-continent
https://watch.formed.org/john-paul-ii-in-america-uniting-a-continent


 

Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, 

Reconciliation Room 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• Bible Study - Thursdays Morning Scripture, ZOOM, 10-11 
am. Contact: ebmcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Reconciliation 
Room. Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

• Young Adults Ministry: In-person & Virtual options, 1st & 3rd 
Wednesdays, 8-9pm, Parish Center. Contact: 
AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. 

Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact Anne 
Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

Faith Formation Update  

Christian Initiation of Adults 
You probably know someone who is looking for 

something more in life. Have you offered them the 

gift of Jesus? Consider inviting them to attend Mass 

with you or even simply pray together, and suggest 

visiting an Inquiry session for Christian Initiation. Or 

perhaps you are looking for that something more; 

you were baptized in a different Christian tradition 

and are drawn to Catholicism, or were baptized in 

the Catholic Church but never received any other 

sacraments. Join the Christian Initiation catechesis 

sessions to prepare for reception into the Catholic 

Church and/or the sacraments of Reconciliation, 

Eucharist and Confirmation. Inquiry is held most 

Wednesdays at 7pm; Catechesis will be resuming 

on Tuesday evenings soon. Some information at  

https://sjbalameda.org/rcia org contact Anne Marie 

at 510.995.9409. 

Did you know... 

You can come sit with Christ 

at any time in the Basilica?  

Our doors are open 8:00 am 

-  7:00 pm (except for 

Saturday, 8:00 - 6:00 pm) 

for anyone to drop by for 

private prayers. If you're looking for something a 

little more special, Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament for Adoration is on First Fridays, 1:00 

- 7:00 pm. 

Traveling This Summer? 

Don’t forget to support your Parish. 

As with any household or business, your parish 

needs your continued support to meet its ongoing 

expenses. Please consider dropping off or 

mailing your envelopes to the Parish Office or 

making online donations through FaithDirect to 

simplify your weekly offerings. Signing up is easy 

and secure. Log in to: https://

membership.faithdirect.net/CA702 to sign up, or 

for help contact our Business Manager, Stan 

Schonberg, phone: 510.995.9411, email: 

mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:ebmcgaffey@gmail.com
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Jan Curtis, Fong Che, Mary 
Cronin, Noel Folsom, Rino Gacad, Andrew 
Jones, Amelia Miguel,  Dave Petrich, Dalmacio 
Quinto, Ador Quinto, Kin Robles and Michael 
Ricica. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call (510) 995 9420.  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, July 2 

8:30 am †Monte McEntee 

5:00 pm †Karen Spiersch 
 

  Sunday, July 3 

7:30 pm †Milagros Abrogar Lalatag 
9:30 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased   

12:00 pm †Janis Krantz 
7:00 pm †Joao Batista de Sousa - 1st Death Anniversary 
 

  Monday, July 4 

 8:30am †Maude Narayan Ajay Wakare 
 

  Tuesday, July 5 

 8:30 am †Olivia & Patricia Gomez 
 

  Wednesday, July 6 

8:30 am  †Andres Garalza - 1st Death Anniversary 
 

  Thursday, July 7 

8:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

 

  Friday, July 8 

8:30 am McGaugh Family 
 

  Saturday, July 8 

8:30 am 1) Norma Magno - Birthday Thanksgiving 

  2) Elizalde Magno - Special Intention 

5:00 pm 1)†Nordis Karolyn Allen 

  2)†Constance Pannagakus 
   

  Sunday, July 9 

7:30 pm  

9:30 pm †George Naclerio, Sr. 
12:00 pm †People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00 pm  

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for July 2/3 is sponsored by anonymous 
for deceased members of  

St. Joseph Basilica 

GOOD NEWS IS ON THE WAY 
This week, in the midst of summer, the scriptures greet us with 
joy, peace, mercy, and more peace! Sounds a little like Advent, 
doesn’t it? We often associate the prophet Isaiah with that 
preparatory season, and our first reading rings with such words as 
exult, comfort, and rejoice. The Israelites had reason to rejoice, 
for they had returned, come home, to a rebuilt Jerusalem from 
their exile in Babylon. 
In the Gospel, the seventy-two disciples who were sent out have 
their own “homecoming,” returning to Jesus from spreading the 
Good News of the Kingdom and preparing people for the “advent” 

of Jesus into their cities and towns on his long road to Jerusalem. 
Like the exiles in Isaiah, the disciples return rejoicing. 
The Good News, the Kingdom of God, is coming, even in 
summer. As today’s psalm reminds us, “Shout joyfully to God, all 
the earth!” 

Reflection Question: Do those around me see in me the joy of 
someone who has been rescued from sin? 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

 

Recent Passing 

Robert L. Ramos, Jr. 
May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family 

during this time of grief. Rest In Peace. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

O God, who in the abasement of your Son 
have raised up a fallen world, fill your faithful 
with holy joy, for on those you have rescued 
from slavery to sin you bestow eternal 
gladness. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 
The  Sanctuary flowers  

for the week of July 2/3 

 are sponsored by  

Pardo & Cabildo Families 

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers Sponsor  

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the 
weekly Altar Flowers. Your intention will be 
printed in the weekly bulletin.  Donation for 
Sanctuary Flowers is $75.00. To sponsor 
and select a date,  please contact Sherley 
Lim at: secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 
(510) 995 9420. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Living The Faith 

The Three Hail Mary Devotion: A Simple 
Lifeline To Love And Holiness 

by Winifred Corrigan—Catholic-Link | Mary - The Blessed 
Mother, Prayer 

One of the greatest means of salvation and one of 

the surest signs of predestination, is 

unquestionably, the devotion to the Most Blessed 

Virgin. All the holy doctors of the Church are 

unanimous in saying with St. Alphonsus of Liguori: 

“A devout servant of Mary shall never perish.” 

The chief thing is to persevere faithfully until death 

in this devotion. 

Numerous examples show how 

agreeable the three Hail Mary 

Devotion is to the Divine Mother 

and what special graces it 

draws, during life and at the 

hour of death, on those who 

never omit it for a single day. 

This practice was revealed to 

St. Melchtilde (13th century) 

while she was beseeching Our 

Blessed Mother to assist her in 

her hour of death. Our Lady 

appeared to her and said: “I will, 

certainly. But I also want you to 

say three special Hail Mary to 

me every day.” 

“The first Hail Mary will be in honor of God the 

Father, Whose omnipotence raised my soul so high 

above every other creature that after God I have the 

greatest power in heaven and on earth. In the hour 

of your death I will use that power of God the Father 

to keep any hostile power far from you.” 

“The second Hail Mary will be said in honor of the 

Son of God Who communicated His inscrutable 

wisdom to me. In the hour of your death I will fill 

your soul with the light of that wisdom so that all the 

darkness of ignorance and error will be dispelled.” 

“The third Hail Mary will be in honor of God the Holy 

Ghost Who filled my soul with the sweetness of His 

love and tenderness and mercy. In your last hour I 

will then change the bitterness of death into divine 

sweetness and delight.” 

Our Blessed Mother also revealed to St. Gertrude 

the Great: “To any soul who faithfully prays the 

Three Hail Mary, I will appear at the hour of death in 

a splendor so extraordinary that it will fill the soul 

with heavenly consolation.” 

St. Leonard of Port Maurice, the celebrated 

missionary, had the Three Hail Mary recited 

morning and evening in honor of Mary 

Immaculate, to obtain the grace of avoiding all 

mortal sins during the day or night; moreover he 

promised in a special manner eternal salvation to 

all those who proved constantly faithful to this 

practice. He gave this devotion of Three Hail 

Mary as a penance in the confessional, 

especially for those who were struggling with sins 

of impurity. 

Practice: Recite morning and 

evening, three Hail Mary in 

honor of the three great 

privileges bestowed upon Our 

Blessed Mother by the most 

Blessed Trinity with this 

invocation at the end: for the 

morning: “O my Mother 

preserve me from mortal sin 

during this day.” For the 

evening: “O my Mother 

preserve me from mortal sin 

during this night.” (Pope St. 

Pius X gave his Apostolic 

Blessing to this practice and the devotion was 

raised to an Archconfraternity by Pope Benedict 

XV) 

 

Why three? One for each person of the Holy 

Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

(St. Mechtilde)  

His special aim in this practice was to honor the 

spotless Virginity of Mary and to preserve a 

perfect purity of mind, heart and body in the 

midst of the dangers of the world. Many, like him, 

have felt its salutary effects. (St. Anthony of 

Padua) 
 

Source: Catholic-link.org (https://catholic-link.org/the-
three-hail-marys-devotion-a-simple-lifeline-to-love-and-
holiness/) 
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Have you moved? Changed your 

number or email? Please call the 

parish office, 510.522.0181, or email 

Parish Secretary, 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, if any of 

your contact information has changed. 

 

Community News 

Bulletin Submission Deadlines: Please email events 

information for the bulletin two weeks prior to the event to: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

Thank you. 

BISHOP BARBER'S STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE 

SUPREME COURT DOBBS VS. JACKSON RULING  

(Statement date: June 24, 2022) 

“Days ago we celebrated the joy of Juneteenth and the Emanci-

pation Proclamation. Today likewise will go down in history when 

the right to life was restored to children in their mother’s womb. 

We Catholics support the Supreme Court decision. We call on 

our state government to pass laws to help mothers in need to 

bring their children to birth and care for them, and not just support 

the abortion industry. Abortion causes pain, regret, and a lifetime 

of psychological and spiritual harm to women and the fathers of 

their children. 

The Catholic Church is the largest private provider of social services in the United States. We have always 

been there to support women with unplanned pregnancies, and we will be there for them in the future. 

Women deserve better than abortions.” 

Additional resources from the California Catholic Conference of Bishops here: https://cacatholic.org/article/

ca-bishops-respond-dobbs-v-jackson-supreme-court-ruling 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH THE PARISH  

Job opening!   We are seeking a part

-time Youth Ministry Coordinator for 

our two-year Confirmation program, 

to form teens to be actively engaged 

in their faith by planning and 

facilitating sessions, recruiting and 

supervising volunteers, planning 

retreats and prayer services, 

identifying service opportunities for 

the teens, and encouraging 

involvement in parish life.  Position 

reports to the Director of Faith 

Formation.  Salary scale M-3; 20 

hours per week.  Job description 

available on our parish website: 

sjbalameda.org. To apply, email your 

resume to Anne Marie Fourré at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org. 
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