
 

 

 
 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Now that the Grotto is nearly complete (just waiting for new candle stands), I 

would like to explain the meaning of the room and some of its artwork. 

 

We call that room ‘the grotto’ because its central piece is the statue of Our Lady 

of Lourdes and St. Bernadette. This is a rendition of the encounter that took place 

in 1858 in that small village in the mountains of Southern France. Walking along with a friend, the young 

Bernadette at first only saw Mary without exchanging any words. In subsequent apparitions, Mary spoke to 

Bernadette and revealed to her a spring of water, and Her desire for a chapel to be built there. The 

villagers thought Bernadette was mad and refused to believe her, but Bernadette persisted despite the 

unbelief of her community. Today, the grotto at Lourdes is one of the most popular pilgrimage sites in the 

world, renowned for the baths that flow from that same spring which Bernadette discovered at Our Lady’s 

instruction. The baths, however, are not ordinary baths, they are intended for the sick to bathe in. Lourdes 

is a place for those seeking healing, and many miracles have been attributed to that place. These physical 

miracles are very rare, however. And yet, what people say about Lourdes is that even if a physical miracle 

does not take place, everyone leaves with a spiritual one. 

 

In light of this, I wanted to make the grotto a place for us to go to offer our prayers for healing – physical 

healing, but also spiritual. The artwork is indicative of this. 

 

First, to the left as you enter the grotto is a picture of a lesser-known saint, Peregrine, the patron saint of 

cancer patients. “St. Peregrine was born in 1260 at Forlì, Italy to an affluent family. He lived a comfortable 

life as a youth, and politically opposed the papacy. After he experienced the forgiveness of St. Philip 

Benizi, he changed his life and joined the Servite order. He was ordained a priest, and later returned to his 

home to establish a Servite community. There he was widely known for his preaching, penances, and 

counsel in the confessional. He was cured of cancer, after he received a vision of Christ on the cross 

reaching out His hand to touch his impaired limb. He died in 1345 and was canonized in 1726.” (EWTN, 

Novena to St. Peregrine). 

 

Next to St. Peregrine is a picture of a woman, Saint Dymphna. Dymphna was born in Ireland sometime in 

the seventh century to a pagan father and devout Christian mother. When she was fourteen, she 

consecrated herself to Christ and took a vow of chastity. Soon afterward, her mother died and her father - 

who had loved his wife deeply - began to suffer a rapid deterioration of his mental stability. Unable to 

distinguish the appearance of his daughter from his deceased wife, Dymphna’s father attempted to marry 

her, but she fled. Dymphna’s father pursued her and killed her. Dymphna was only about 15 years old. 

She is the patron saint of those suffering from mental illness. 

 

Across the room is an icon of the Archangel Gabriel. I chose this icon because of the window next to it 

depicting the baptism of Jesus by John. In the Gospel of Luke, Gabriel appears to the parents of both men 

announcing their births. This icon of Gabriel is meant for husbands and wives attempting to conceive a 

child, as well as for those parents who find themselves in a crisis pregnancy, that they be strengthened by 

God to choose life. 

...continued next page 



 

…(Clergy Corner: Fr. Mario’s Message) 

Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, is the picture of the Divine Mercy. This image of Jesus came about 

in 1931 when Our Lord appeared to the nun (now Saint) Faustina Kowalska, and asked for an image of 

Himself to be made. In her diary (which is in print), she tells how Jesus said, “Paint an image according to 

the pattern you see, with the signature: ‘Jesus, I trust in You.’ I desire that this image be venerated, first in 

your chapel, and [then] throughout the world. I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not 

perish. I also promise victory over [its] enemies already here on earth, especially at the hour of death. I 

Myself will defend it as My own glory.” The pattern is of Jesus emerging from the tomb as He blesses the 

world. A red ray of light and a pale ray are seen coming from His heart, representing blood and water. As 

the Divine Mercy chaplet states, from the heart of Jesus, a fountain of mercy is made available to us 

sinners, which is the greatest healing of all. 

 

It is from this healing of our souls that we are brought into the life and love of God. For this reason, I asked 

a local artist, Michael Stehr, to paint a sky on the ceiling, invoking our heavenly destiny. One stained-glass 

window shows Mary, assumed into heaven; she leads the way for us. The other window shows Jesus’ 

baptism, the day in which Jesus saw the heavens open up for him and heard the voice of the Father 

proclaim, “this is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Mt 3:16-17). The grotto used to be the 

baptistry (the place where baptisms took place). Through our baptism, the heavens are opened up for us, 

and we journey there together, looking to the saints for inspiration, and our Lord for mercy, which He so 

freely gives. 

 

I hope you find in the grotto a peaceful place of healing. I’d like to thank Jim Snider, who helped me 

transport the tile, Brant Karstetter, who laid the tile, Michael Stehr, who painted the walls and ceiling, and 

my parents, Mario and Jessica, who contributed many hours to cleaning the grotto and helping Brant. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

 

Get Involved! 

Youth Confirmation – Help Connect Teens with 

Christ: If you appreciate the gift of teens, consider 

helping them prepare for the sacrament of 

Confirmation. We are looking for several volunteers to 

facilitate Sunday sessions (two or three 90 minute 

classes a month) using videos and guided discussion; 

materials are provided. There are two groups: 8th 

grade and older who are beginning their preparation 

meet Sunday mornings, and high school students in 

their second year meet Sunday early evening. Ideally 

there would be two or three adults and some teen aides 

who have already been confirmed working with each 

group. Contact Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org 

or 510-995-9409 for information – or to share the name 

of someone you know who would be good at this. (We 

are still looking to hire a Youth Ministry Coordinator to 

oversee the program, but volunteer catechists/

facilitators are needed in any event.) 

 

 

 

Have you moved? Changed your number 

or email? Please call the parish office, 

510.522.0181, o email Parish Secretary, 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, if any of your 

contact information has changed. 

Diocesan News: 
Letter from Bishop 

Michael Barber on 

the update of St 

Barnabas Church 

Read letter from 

Bishop Barber on the 

clustering of St. 

Barnabas Church with St. Joseph Basilica 

effective August 1, 2022: https://

sjbalameda.org/ 
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Taizé in the Basilica 

Can you use some peace and healing this 

week? 

Taizé is an ecumenical candlelit service composed of music, 

prayer, scripture, and silent worship. Taizé originated in a small 

French village in 1940 by a young seminary graduate, Brother 

Roger. Through the years, the Taizé community has grown to 

become a ministry that today reaches people all around the world. 

Join us Friday, July 22 at 8:00 pm. All are welcome! 

(Follow the Group on Facebook: www.facebook.com/

TaizeOnTheIsland) 

 

Upcoming Events 

FORMED: Summer Family Movie 

Pick of the Week: To Be a Pilgrim  

An ancient trail of pilgrimage runs through 
south-east England, a pathway along which 
so much of English identity converges. It is 
the way of St. Thomas Becket, the martyr 
who stood up to a King and inspired 
Christendom. It is a route that drew 
countless pilgrims in ages past, captured the 
imagination of Chaucer, and interest in this 
pilgrim path is strongly reviving again today. 

This beautifully photographed film follows Fr. 
Marcus Holden and Fr. Nicholas Schofield 
as they journey on pilgrimage from London 
to Canterbury. Along the way they discover 
the story of St Thomas and various 
fascinating traditions: the Rood of Boxley, 
the splendor of Rochester, the “second 
Carmel” at Aylesford, and many more. By 
retracing the inspiring journey of the 
medieval pilgrims, this film reveals the rich 
Christian heritage of England, and provides 
a profound reflection for all Catholics on 
what it means ‘To Be A Pilgrim.’ Video Link: 
https://watch.formed.org/to-be-a-pilgrim/
videos/to-be-a-pilgrim 

Ignatian Companions 
Saturday, August 27, 2022, 9 - 12 PM 

(Repeats every Saturday until June 10, 2023) 

Location: Jesuit School of Theology 

Are you looking for meaningful service in your community as you 

deepen your spirituality and love of God? Ignatian Companions 

may be the answer. We are now accepting applications for the 

2022-2023 program year. Companions integrate their personal 

journey of faith with their conviction to act for justice. The program, 

based on the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, meets once a 

month from Sept to June at the Jesuit School of Theology in 

Berkeley and begins with a one-day retreat on Saturday, August 

27. For more information, visit our website:  https://

www.ignatianspirituallifecenter.org/ignatian-companions.html or 

contact Marco Matute at marco@saintagnessf.org or 415-297-

7954. 

Deanery Event: St. Philip Neri~St. 
Albert the Great “Annual Fun Fair”: 

To-go Pasta Dinner & Raffle 

September 24th and 25th 
Parish community are invited to participate 
as sponsors to donate raffle prizes (i.e. 
small appliances, electronics, gift 
certificates, gift baskets, etc.) or support the 
event by purchasing raffle tickets and 
ordering pasta dinner for you or your family. 
Please contact the parish office for more 
information, sponsorship or raffles: 
510.373.5200 or email : 
secretary@spnsa.org 

Not familiar with FORMED? It is an online 
service for accessing thousands of Catholic 
videos, audios and eBooks On Demand 
anytime, anywhere! As a member, you will 
have access to entertaining movies, inspiring 
audio talks, informative bible studies, and 
much more, in English and Spanish. The 
resources will help our parishioners learn and 
grow in their faith. Join today and register for 
free. Easy to sign up: https://formed.org/ and 
follow the steps. Search for St. Joseph 
Basilica. 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 6, 
9 - 3 pm, High School Quad 

Knights of Columbus Fundraiser Event: 
Rummage Sale 
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, 

Reconciliation Room 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: David 
Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Reconciliation Room. 
Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): 
Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 
Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or 
https://sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

 

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers and/or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor  

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the 
weekly Altar Flowers, or one candle for the 
weekly Sanctuary Lamp. Your intention will 
be printed in the weekly bulletin.  Donations 
for Sanctuary Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary 
Lamp, $20. To sponsor and select a date,  
please contact Sherley Lim at: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 995 
9420. 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. 

Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact Anne 
Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: afourre@sjbalameda.org  

 

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

Faith Formation News for All Ages:  

Adults looking for something to enrich your 

spiritual life are invited to join us Tuesdays at 

7pm in St. Joseph Elementary School to explore 

Bishop Barron’s “Catholicism” video series, or on 

Zoom Thursdays at 10:30am for Scripture 

Reflection together on the readings for the 

upcoming Sunday (info at https://sjbalameda.org/

scripture-studies). Christian Initiation is offered 

year-round for those interested in becoming 

Catholic, and stay tuned for Adult Confirmation 

classes this fall. 

Children’s programs begin in September. 

Register now for general faith formation (“Whole 

Family Catechesis”) for children age 4 through 

7th grade not attending Catholic school, 

“Sacrament Preparation” for children 2nd grade 

and older preparing for First Reconciliation and 

First Eucharist (not required for 2nd graders 

attending SJES), and for Youth Confirmation for 

teens in 8th grade and high school, including 

those attending Catholic school: https://

sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs 

For more information contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409. 

Thank you Bulletin sponsors! 

Would you like to become a sponsor for our 

parish bulletin?  

Our weekly bulletin is subsidized completely 

by those companies whose advertisements 

appear on the last page. If you have the 

opportunity, you may thank them in the name 

of our parish by using their products or 

services. To participate as a sponsor of our 

bulletin, please contact : J.S.Paluch Co. at 800

-675-5051 and quote our bulletin ID 421600 

or, St. Joseph Basilica. 
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Jazlynn 
Cain, Nia Cain, Terrell Cain, 
Jan Curtis, Fong Che, Mary 
Cronin, Noel Folsom, Rino 
Gacad, Amelia Miguel, 
Dalmacio Quinto, Nory A. 
Reyes, Kin Robles and  
Michael Ricica. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a 
name added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 50.995.420.  

 

Sanctuary Flowers & Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Flowers and  Lamp 

for the week of July 16/17 is sponsored 
in loving memory of Alejo M. Galban, 
on his death anniversary and birthday 

remembrance. 

PRAYER AND SERVICE 

How do we bring balance and joy to our lives of prayer and 
service to our loving God? 
In the Gospel today, Jesus tells Martha that her concern about 
doing the right thing as dictated by Jewish tradition might not be 
the best use of her energies. Her sister, Mary, who sits in rapt 
attention at Jesus’ feet, should not be rebuked. Is Jesus trying 
to show Martha that she needs to make time for her spiritual 
nourishment? 
Abraham and Sarah in the first reading seem to be just like 
Martha. And yet Abraham’s eager welcome and joyful serving 
of his “visitors” seems almost spiritual. How like Paul, in the 
second reading, rejoicing in his service to the gospel! 
We hear in the psalm that those who do justice will live in the 
Lord’s presence. Prayer and service—what greater joy could 
there be? 

Reflection Question: How has the Lord shown favor to me?  
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Show favor, O Lord, to your servants 

and mercifully increase the gifts of your 

grace, 

that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity, 

they may be ever watchful in keeping your 

commands. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, forever and ever. 

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, July 16 

8:30 am Julia Ramos - Birthday Thanksgiving 

5:00 pm †Roberto Posadas 
 

  Sunday, July 17 

7:30 am †Vicente Sarmiento 
9:30 am †Alejo M. Galban - Death Anniversary & Birthday 
  Remembrance 
12:00 pm 1) Living  & Deceased Members of Harnett Family 
  2) Rose Wong - Birthday Thanksgiving 

7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Monday, July 18 

 8:30am Marla San Buenaventura - Birthday Thanksgiving 
 

  Tuesday, July 19 

 8:30 am Jose Lim - 90th Birthday Thanksgiving 
 

  Wednesday, July 20 

8:30 am †Joseph Sonno Fernandez 
 

  Thursday, July 21 

8:30 am Jackson Barnaby Francis - Birthday 
 

 

  Friday, July 22 

8:30 am 1)†Isabel T. Santos - Death Anniversary 

  2)†Peter Thai Hong Son 
 

  Saturday, July 23 

8:30 am Luz & Eddie Musngi - 50th Wedding Anniversary 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
   

  Sunday, July 24 

7:30 am Baby Nailah Simone San Buenaventura -  
  Thanksgiving 

9:30 am †Luz Viminda Musngi 
12:00 pm †Luis Bonifacio 

7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living and Deceased 
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St. Joseph Basilica Annual School Supply Drive 
July 23 to August 7, 2022 

We will be collecting new school supplies to support those families for whom 

providing those items would be a hardship. Please help in any way you can.   

Following are the items that we will be collecting: 

Baskets will be provided in the Basilica for your donations 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Team will be coordinating our Back to School Drive. 

If you have any questions or would like to help with this drive, please contact: 

Louise Astle, 510.882.5397, or email louisea.svdp@gmail.com 

Monetary donations can be mailed to:  

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

c/o St. Joseph Basilica 

1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 94501 

Backpacks 

Binders 

Subject Dividers 

Binder Paper 

Rulers 

Index Cards 

Scissors (rounded/

regular) 

 

Colored Pencils 

Crayons 

#2 Pencils 

Pencil Sharpener 

Pencil Cases 

Pens 

Highlighter Pens 

 

Glue Sticks 

Folder (with pockets) 

Erasers (pink) 

Calculators 

Markers (washable) 

Spiral Notebooks 

Image: https://www.rfmunroe.org/ 
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