
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 

 

Clergy & Parish Staff 
Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 
Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 
Residence,  

510.301-5975 / 
sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business 
Manager, 510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of 
Faith Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / 

dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm 

Music Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 
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   Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Periodically, I peruse several Catholic news sites to stay abreast of what is going on in 

the world. These sites include, Crux Now, Aleteia, The National Catholic Register, First 

Things, and Crisis Magazine. I found this article on the Crisis Magazine website, and 

thought it was interesting, and would be insightful for you too, especially you parents. I 

have been contemplating adding additional time for Eucharistic Adoration to aid us in our prayer. In addition to 

First Friday adoration from 1-7pm, I am thinking of having adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every Friday from 3

-7pm. What do you think? 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 
 

“Will You Spend Time with Him This Summer?” 

by THOMAS GRIFFIN (July 18, 2022) 

 Summer can be a wasteland for spiritual growth. There are countless positives about summertime. Most 

people take the majority of their vacation time in the summer months because of the weather and because their 

children are not in school. That leaves more opportunity for fathers and mothers to be with their kids—something 

that our kids desperately need and desire. This is healthy and should be part of the routine for our families more 

often. 

Summer means more time outside in the fresh air and in nature. Families are relaxing in the backyard more 

often and tend to be more active exercising as well as heading to the beach or simply being outside because they 

can. We have a much closer connection to God’s creation in the summer, and that is a beautiful thing.  

More social interactions are commonplace for most people because we speak to our neighbors more and 

host friends and family at the house frequently. Our net of community seems to widen when the weather is nicer 

and the days are longer. We need to be connected to each other more than ever, and summer supplies that 

opportunity for so many. 

The positives of summer are plentiful. Many people point out, however, that the summer months are 

lacking in prayer and God. Personal prayer for many in the summer can be borderline non-existent. We travel the 

span of a few months and the only thing we have to show for it are some pictures on our phone and a sense that “the 

summer went too fast, now it is all over.” 

Great spiritual writers note that there are seasons in our lives of prayer and there are times when spiritual 

growth appears to be void. Difficulty in a focus on God in the summer is not the case of a dark night of the soul, 

however. For many of us, it is not that we prayed often and experienced no consolation in the process. The issue is 

that we simply did not sit down, stop everything, and turn to God. 

For most Americans, the issue is found in how we describe our relationship with God. The spiritual life can 

become one aspect of the day on one day of the week because we are (accurately so) busy and tired from work and 

the stresses of life. The summer has a different challenge. We are not consumed by work but by the things that we 

want to do. It is not our career and our kids’ sports that consume us but the desire to finally have some time to do 

whatever we want and not have to worry about it. 



 

Spending time with family that is increased in quality and quantity is a good and holy thing. So is spending 

time in nature and getting together with friends. Exercising more, taking care of our bodies, and being more active is 

something required of us as well. However, none of these activities is strictly prayer. They may lift the mind to God, 

and they may show us a side of Him that we do not even realize we are seeing, but they are not prayer. 

If our vocation is married life, then we have a responsibility to care for our spouse and make them our 

priority. Serving them is serving the Lord. But going on vacation and to the beach with them is not prayer.  

We can encounter God in nature. The psalms and many of the saints note this reality. But hiking is not 

prayer. Sitting outside because that is what we want to do is not prayer. It might be fun, and it might be good for us 

in some ways, but it is not our prayer life.  

Now all of these accusatory remarks are not made out of anger or condemnation. They are simply what we 

know from the Christian tradition and from the words of Jesus himself: “But when you pray, go to your inner room, 

close the door, and pray to your Father in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will repay you” (Matthew 6:6).  

The remedy is simply carving out time that can be spent with Him and Him alone. What habits can we begin 

in the summer that will help us throughout the year? Practical wisdom and the writings of many saints note that 

beginning our day with prayer is the best recipe for ensuring that we rely on God by making Him the focal point of 

our day through turning to Him first.  

Practically speaking, if we do not wake up before the kids and pray first thing in the morning, we will very 

likely not have time once our other commitments begin. Turning to God in prayer through silence in the morning 

makes us prepared to take on the day because we were fed by Him. This might mean that we have to wake up earlier 

in the summer. It also means that we have to do our best to remain steadfast in keeping that alarm set and getting up 

when it goes off. 

Starting our day with prayer, praying before meals slowly and intentionally, stopping by a local church to 

pray with the family, and doing some extra time of prayer on Sundays outside of Mass are all ways that we can 

sanctify our summer and begin the journey toward making Christ the center of all that we do, no matter what time of 

year it is.  

Habits lead to holiness. Committing intentionally to being with God and spending more time in devotion 

will lead to a deeper conversion of life. Doing so will bring us into contact with the Savior and help us to remain in 

His presence no matter what we are doing. Then we can “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and fulfill 

the command of the Lord, which will lead us to the one thing that He wants most: to simply spend one-on-one time 

with you. 

 

   Clergy Corner … cont’d                                            

10 Quotes On Friendship From The Saints 

The Saints understood the value of a good friend. Friends that 

encourage us and inspire us in our faith are an essential part of 

the Christian life. As the Saints remind us in these quotes, a 

true friend is difficult to find and when we do find one, we 

should do all we can to maintain that friendship. 

Do you have a faithful friend? What are the qualities that you 

look for in a friend? Why are true friends so hard to find? 

For quotes by Saints, visit website here (https://catholic-

link.org/10-quotes-on-friendship-from-the-saints-that-youll-want-

to-share-with-your-bestie/) 

https://catholic-link.org/10-quotes-on-friendship-from-the-saints-that-youll-want-to-share-with-your-bestie/


 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Basilica Funeral Announcements: 

James Lynch: Wednesday, July 27, 11 am 

Beverly Splan: Monday, August 1, 11 am 

St. Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday 
Collection 

The Special Collection Saturday/

Sunday, July 30/31, will be the St. 

Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday collection. 

Your contribution will help us provide 

the families and individuals with what they need whether 

it is help with utilities or help getting groceries, and our 

friendship and prayers. 

The money that we receive from Faith Direct and from 

the 5th Sunday collections is used to assist people in our 

neighborhood. We are grateful for your support because 

it helps us show Christ’s love for our neighbors in need. 

Please continue to support our neighbors with your 

donations and with your prayers. 

If you would like to get involved with this Ministry, contact 

Louise Astle: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

“Catholicism” Series 
Continues 

Summer enrichment on Tuesday 

nights continues with Bishop 

Robert Barron’s video series 

exploring the timeless teachings 

of the Church through art, 

architecture, literature, music, and 

treasures of the Catholic tradition. 

Each session is free-standing; 

attend when it fits your schedule. 

In St. Joseph Elementary School 7:00 to 8:30 pm. If you 

missed Episodes 1, you can view it online at https://

www.wordonfire.org/study-programs/catholicism/ 

See the flyer here for each week’s topic: 

https://sjbalameda.org/catholism-series 

Shalom Retreat  
July 29-31, 2022 | St. Clare’s Retreat Center, 
Soquel, CA  

This is an inner healing retreat to encourage 

introspection and to open hearts to experience the love 

of God through a healing, cleansing, and sanctifying 

experience. The retreat will nourish you to look up to Him 

with renewed faith and a refreshed spirit. For more 

information, go to https://www.shalommedia.org/retreat/ 

Is God Calling you to be a Sister?  
Do you wonder what being a Sister is all 

about?  

The Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 

invite you to join them for a Religious Vocation 

Discernment Retreat in the Bay Area September 

30 – October 2, 2022. For Single Catholic 

Women ages 18-40.  Early registration 

encouraged. 

For details, contact: Sr. Lisa Laguna, D.C: 

650.949.8890 / 213.210.9903, email: 

srllguna@doc1633.org/ www.Daughters-Of-

Charity.com  

 

Knights’ Fundraiser Event:  

Rummage Sale, Aug 6 

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a 

Rummage Sale on August 6th in Notre Dame 

Hall. The sale will be open from 9 am until 3:30 

pm and will be CASH ONLY. We ask that you 

please do not bring items to sell. Items dropped 

off will not be able to be accepted. 

We will have coffee and donuts in the morning 

and will be selling hotdogs and soda for $5.00 

beginning at 12:30 PM. 

Come and support the Knights and possibly find 

a niche item or just enjoy the moment of an 

impulse buy! 

For more information contact Grand Knight 

Anthony Foglia at afoglia2126@gmail.com 

mailto:louisea.svdp@gmail.com
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, 

Reconciliation Room 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Reconciliation Room. 
Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact Fr. 

Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley Lim 
510.995.9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact Anne 
Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian Burial 
are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your choosing. 
Please contact the Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

Faith Formation: The Times They 
Are A-Changin’ 

St. Joseph’s started transitioning to family-
based faith formation several years ago, 
beginning with Sacrament Preparation for 
older children, then to include 2nd grade.  It 
was so well received we began the shift to ALL 
grades, but since COVID interfered general 
faith formation has been primarily home-
schooled for the past two years.  Some 
families enjoy the freedom to work on their 
own schedules empowered by the provided 
tools and resources, but others missed the 
interaction with other children.  Therefore 
we’re delighted to offer a new option this year: 
weekly in-person classes with a choice of four 
levels, starting from age 4 through Jr 
High.  Parents or other adults from each 
household take turns leading each lesson with 
the materials provided, grounded in each 
Sunday’s gospel.  The home school option 
also remains.  Classes start in September; 
registration required.  More information 
available at https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-
programs or contact Anne Mare at 
510.995.9409. 

Operation Rice Bowl Update 
Many thanks to our parish community and SJES 
for your generous participation in Operation Rice 
Bowl. Due to your generosity, our parish's 
contribution to Catholic Relief Services 
Operation Rice Bowl was the highest since 
2015. A big shout out to the Third-grade girls at 
SJES who created beautiful bookmarks and sold 
them during their lunch hour. Their ingenuity and 
marketing skills boosted the SJES contribution to 
the highest ever! Our community’s generosity 
helps to feed the hungry in our community 
through St. Vincent de Paul and allows CRS to 
partner with many local organizations that feed 
the hungry. The funds raised allow CRS to 
strengthen partnerships and maximize each 
dollar spent. 

On the international front, the money goes to far-
reaching corners of the globe to combat hunger 
by not only feeding communities but also 
teaching them how to plant crops that are more 
drought tolerant. During the year, we will keep 
you updated on the work of CRS and gear up for 
Operation Rice Bowl next year. Thank you once 
again for helping our neighbors near and far.  
—St. Joseph Basilica’s Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
Chapter  
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Praying Together                                                                                     

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Charrie 
Grace Calupas, Jazlynn Cain, 
Nia Cain,  Terrell Cain, Jan 
Curtis, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, 
Noel Folsom, Rino Gacad, 
Amelia Miguel, Ador Quinto, 
Nory A. Reyes, Kin Robles, 
Michael Ricica and Ramon 
Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a 
name added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 50.995.420.  CONVERSATION WITH GOD 

Prayer is our focus this weekend. In the Gospel, Jesus gives his 
disciples, and us, the Lord’s Prayer, which we have cherished 
through the centuries. The first two words encompass much about 
our faith—unity among all Christians (Our), and a sense that we 
are in a deeply bonded relationship with God (Father). 
In Genesis, we see Abraham in conversational prayer, in his 
creaturely humility before his Creator, seeking mercy and 
compassion for the innocent. The psalm is a lyrical prayer of 
thanksgiving and praise for the God who answered the sincere 
prayers of a people who had called out for help, showing them 

mercy. In Luke’s Gospel, the disciples want to pray like Jesus, with 
the same intimacy—to experience God as Abba in the depths of 
their being. 

Do we try to talk to God? Do we listen for answers? This 
relationship is always a work in progress.  

Reflection Question: In what ways can I use the good things of 
this world without clinging to them?  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

 

Recent Passing 

Andrew Jones & James Lynch 

May our Lord Bless and Comfort the 

Families during this time of grief,  

Rest In Peace. 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, 
nothing is holy, 
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us 
and grant that, with you as our ruler and 
guide, 
we may use the good things that pass 
in such a way as to hold fast even now 
to those that ever endure. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, July 23 

8:30 am Luz & Eddie Musngi - 50th Wedding Anniversary 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Sunday, July 24 

7:30 am Baby Nailah Simone San Buenaventura -  
  Thanksgiving 

9:30 am †Luz Viminda Musngi 
12:00 pm †Luis Bonifacio 

7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living and Deceased 
 

  Monday, July 25 

 8:30am 1)†Cresenciana Sarmiento 

  2)†Maria Nenita Lantin 

  Tuesday, July 26 

 8:30 am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2)†Leticia Pardon - Death Anniversary 
 

  Wednesday, July 27 

8:30 am †Rene Sarmiento 

  Thursday, July 28 

8:30 am †Felipa Reyes 
Fe 

 

  Friday, July 29 

8:30 am †Robert John Helmbolt 
 

  Saturday, July 30 

8:30 am †Nikki Victor & Family 

5:00 pm 1)†Joseph Sonno Fernandez 

  2)†Ernest J. Pare 
   

  Sunday, July 31 

7:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 am †Angela Naclerio 

12:00 pm 1)†Jack Heymes    
  2)†Reymo Diorio - Birthday Remembrance 

7:00 pm Living & Deceased Family Members of Lou-Tran 
  Family  

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Living The Faith 

Special Needs Inclusion Mass 

The Special Needs Inclusion Mass on June 26 was truly a celebration in a loving and open environment, 

attended by parishioners from all Alameda parishes and elsewhere in the diocese. All sang along with 

musician Jesse Manibusan and listened as Father Mario reminded us of how often in the Gospels Jesus 

reached out to those who felt excluded and alone, drawing them to him in love. Fr. Dana from St. Barnabas 

and Fr. Joel from St. Philip Neri – St. Albert the Great concelebrated. Individuals with special needs and 

their families served as lectors and presented the gifts. The blessing at the end of Mass included one for 

siblings of those with special needs, for their guidance and sacrifices. In their love, we see Jesus. Mass 

ended joyously with one young woman leaping to her feet and dancing to Jesse’s closing song. Her 

enthusiasm overflowed to others, who also danced, though none with her complete delight. May the Spirit 

of Christ always bless us with this joy! A big thank you to the Special Needs Inclusion Ministry and to all 

who helped with the celebration. 

Bishop’s Ministries 
Appeal 2022 

A gratitude of thanks to all 
who have already 
contributed to “Feed my 
lambs, feed my sheep” 
Bishop’s Appeal. Thank 
you for the generosity and 
continued support of our 
parishioners. “Feed my 
lambs, feed my sheep” refers primarily to Holy 
Communion, but it also extends to the ministries of 
instruction, catechism, schools, and charities; 
feeding people with the word of God, feeding people 
with the truth of the Catholic faith, feeding people 
with pastoral care.  

If you have not contributed, please consider 
supporting the Appeal. The pledge envelopes are 
found at all entrances to the Basilica. Or, for your 
convenience, donate online: https://oakdiocese.org/
bishops-ministries-appeal 
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