
 

  

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff 

Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Barnabas and St. Joseph Family, 

I don’t know about you, but I like the sound of that. Indeed, the two parishes have 

been a collaborative family for many years, and what we are venturing into with this 

clustering of parishes is really just a continuation of what we’ve been doing for a 

while. Indeed, I was pleasantly surprised to see some St. Barnabas parishioners at 

the BBQ in the quad last Sunday to celebrate the 87th anniversary of the 

consecration of St. Joseph’s church and altar. I hope to see more of that, which I have seen at the 5:30pm 

daily Mass at St. Barnabas, that mingling of parishioners. 

As I write this midweek, the sound designer for the new speaker system at St. Joseph is beginning to 

program the system. My hope is that, by the time you read this on the weekend, the system is up and 

running, and that you can hear everything clearly, and your experience at Mass will be vastly improved. 

There are still some tweaks we need to be make with the wiring of the hardware. I was not satisfied with the 

way the wires were installed and have asked that they be installed so that they are less visible. Thank you 

for your patience as we get over these last hurdles. 

Thinking about the clarity of the sound system, I wanted to revisit with the St. Joseph community, and 

introduce the St. Barnabas parishioners, to my expectations for Mass that I came up with, the first four in 

Advent of 2021, and have subsequently added to. Since you will be able to hear the priest easily, I want to 

make sure that the priests can hear you, which is one of my expectations, that you make all the appropriate 

responses during the Mass with conviction. Here is the list again: 

 

1. Read the Sunday Mass readings during the week to prepare yourself to hear them proclaimed at Mass. 

2. Wear your “Sunday best” to church. If we prepare the exterior well, the interior will follow. 

3. Arrive to Mass early to calm your heart and mind. 

4. Participate at Mass by singing and saying all the responses with boldness. 

5. Have some kind of devotion to Mary; e.g. pray the Rosary weekly as a family, or daily if you can (added 

in May 2022). 

6. Stay close to the Eucharist (added in June 2022). 

 

In regard to the 5th expectation, one of the St. Joseph parishioners, Lilian Dubow, will be leading a 

communal First Saturday prayer group, beginning on September 3. The First Saturday devotion was 

revealed by our Lady of Fatima and consists of attending Mass on the first Saturday of the month for five 

straight months, reciting the Rosary, going to Confession, and meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary for 

15 minutes. The group will meet at 7:45, and begin the Rosary at 8am, followed by the 8:30am Mass, and 

then the 15 minutes of meditation. Consider attending this devotion. Mary revealed to Lucia, one of the 

three shepherd children at Fatima, that she would assist those who pray this devotion at the hour of their 

death. 

In regard to the 6th expectation, I asked in a bulletin several weeks ago if the community would be 

interested in more adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, not just on the first Friday of the month, but every 

Friday. My home parish, St. Monica did this when I was growing up there, and it helped me discern my 

vocation. Several people responded and said they would like this to happen here, so, beginning in 

September we will give it a try. Each Friday, from 1pm to 7pm, the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for 

adoration, which will require that at least two people be present at all times. We will have the sign-up sheets 

available during the week in the basilica. Please consider giving our Lord some of your time. He will give 

you far more in return. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 



 

 

Upcoming Second Collections  

 Maintenance  

     September 2 & 3 
Thank you for your generous 

support in helping the Parish to 

defray the costs of maintaining the 

Basilica and grounds. 
 

 Diocesan Priest Retirement Benefit 

Trust Fund, September 10 & 11 

 

Upcoming Events 

Eucharistic Adoration 

every Friday, starting September 2 
1 - 7 pm, Basilica,  

 

10 Surprising Things That Happen When You Go 

To Adoration More Often 

The Eucharist is described in the Catechism as the 
‘source and summit’ of our faith. Finding the time to 
go to Adoration can be difficult. But if you can make it 
happen, committing to regular Adoration with an open 
heart can have some surprising results. 

While they were eating, He took some bread, and after 

a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said, 

“Take it; this is My body.” And when He had taken a cup 

and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all drank 
from it. And He said to them, “This is My blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many. (Mark 14:22-24) 

Read more here:  

(https://catholic-link.org/10-surprising-things-that-

happen-when-you-go-to-adoration-more-often/) 

Young Adults Group Event  

September 3rd! 
Our Catholic Young Adults Group is hosting a star 
gazing event for everyone between the ages of 21 to 

39. This is your chance to see if there really is a man 
on the moon or maybe you’ll see some shooting stars. 
Dina Sorth will bring her personal telescope. The 
event is FREE and will be 9pm – 10 pm on Saturday, 
September 3rd in the Parish Center parking lot, 1119 
Lafayette Street. Hot Tea & Cocoa will be provided. 
Please email alamedayag@gmail.com for more info. 

Memorial Mass Announcement 
Monte McEntee 

(son to parishioner, Lavonne Stittle) 

Thursday, September 8, 2 pm, Basilica 

Rest in Peace 

Save the Date! 

Legion of Mary Auxiliary Reunion 

Sunday, September 11, 1 pm 

Theme: True Devotion to the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

All are invited to our Legion of Mary annual auxiliary 

reunion to join members in fellowship and prayers.  

You can choose to have a prayerful, meaningful 

and rich association with Mother Mary and develop 

a lasting friendship with members of the Ministry.  

For more details, contact Dr. Terecita Dean: 

terecitadeandentist@gmail.com 
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, 

Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on 
ZOOM. Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, 
mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or 
https://sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 

advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 

Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  

Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 
Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 
choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

What Would You Say? 
How would you respond if someone told you they 
were interested in learning more about Catholicism? 
If they said they were thinking about being baptized 
or they never received First Communion and are 
wondering if it’s too late? Hopefully you would offer 
an enthusiastic welcome, and let them know the 
time is always right! Our parish is fortunate to offer 
year-round Christian Initiation; whenever someone 
is interested, we’re ready. Help connect them with 
Anne Marie in the Parish Office; offer to accompany 
them to an Inquiry session for the unbaptized or a 
catechesis session, or to simply sit with them at 
Mass to help them feel comfortable. Others might 
be interested to know we offer preparation for Adult 
Confirmation every year; the next series will begin 
in October. YOU are a vital part of outreach. YOU 
are needed to invite and 
welcome people. YOU are the 
Church, called to serve as a 
conduit of divine life to the 
world. 

Faith Formation News 

Youth Programs start next month: Youth 
Confirmation begins September 18, for 8th grade 
and high school students attending Catholic, public 
or private school. Whole Family Catechesis also 
begins that day, to help parents with children PreK 
to Junior High not in Catholic school grow your 
children in faith and community. Advance 
registration is required for both; schedule and 
information on our website at https://
sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs 
Tuesday Nights “Catholicism” Series: Bishop 
Barron’s acclaimed video series is not only for 
Catholics who want to enrich their faith, but also a 
good place for non-Catholics interested in learning 
about Catholicism. Three more sessions remain: 
this week “the Communion of Saints,” Sept 6 
“Prayer and the Life of the Spirit” and Sept 13 “The 
Last Things.” 7pm in St Joseph Elementary School. 
Questions? Contact Anne Marie 
afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409. 

The Communal First Saturdays 
In reparation to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary for the salvation of 
souls and peace in the world. 

September 3rd, Basilica 
7:45am Intentions and Prayers; 8:00am Rosary 

Note: Please go to Confession before September 3rd and be 

in a state of grace. Contact Lilian Dubow for details: 
Lilian.Dubow@gmail.com or go to 
www.CommunalFirstSaturdays.org 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering In Our 
Community 

Louise Astle, Lamberto I. Agreda Jr., Sandy 
Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Jan Curtis, Charrie 
Grace Calupas, Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain,  Terrell 
Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, Gail Faria, Noel 
Folsom, Rino Gacad, Amelia Miguel, Ador Quinto, 
Nory A. Reyes, Tom Spiersch, Michael Ricica and 
Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or 
call 510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

(starting September)  

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

 

Rest in Peace 

Betty O’Neill 
May our Lord Bless and Comfort the Family during  

this time of grief. Rest In Peace. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of August 27/28, is sponsored 

in loving memory of Jim Vaugh. 

 

For those celebrating the Rite of 
Acceptance into the Order of 

Catechumens (the first formal step 
towards their baptism) at the noon 

Mass this Sunday. 

Prayer for Rite of Acceptance 

Life-Giving Father, 
you desire that we may be one in Christ, 
so that all creation may give you praise. 
Look kindly upon the catechumens you 
have called to the table of your Word. 

We pray especially for the catechumens of 
our parish. 

Through the power of your Word, our life 
of prayer, and the example of Christ’s love 

we share with those most in need, 
may they come in time to the table of the 
Eucharist where we shall stand as one 

body united in the Holy Spirit 
to offer you praise and thanksgiving 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

—Diana Macalintal, © 2008 

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, August 27 

8:30 am Joanne Harnett (Birthday) & Harnett Family 

5:00 pm Jo Herrera - Healing 
 

  Sunday, August 28 

7:30 am †Emiliano Pangilinan 

9:30 am Rosalina Laguicao - Birthdeay 

12:00 pm †Isabel Magno  
7:00 pm Eufronia Ramirez - Birthday 
 

 

  Monday, August 29 

 8:30am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
 
 

  Tuesday, August 30 

 8:30 am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2)†Rebecca Joven 
 

  Wednesday, August 31 

8:30 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
 

  Thursday, September 1 

8:30 am Cassandra Macalino 
  

  Friday, September 2 

8:30 am Gabriel Macalino 
 

  Saturday, September 3 

8:30 am †Julie Anne Jackson 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Sunday, September 4 

7:30 am †Sebastian Baldassarre 

9:30 am †George A. Naclerio, Sr. 
12:00 pm †Hermi Gildo Paus - Birthday Remembrance 

7:00 pm †Rudy Trujillo  

Mass Intention: To request a Mass 

Intention, please visit the Parish office, 

Mondays - Fridays, 9—1 pm, or 2—4 pm. 
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Living The Faith 

Great Quotes By Saints And Popes On Prayer And Its Importance 
by Garrett Johnson—CatholicLink.org 

For any sincere Christian and determined apostle, prayer is an absolute must. It isn’t rare that many seem to 
doubt in the power of prayer. In fact, I would say it is perhaps the fundamental temptation: God does not listen. 
Still, more times than not, we are lacking two key ingredients for a deeper and more authentic grasp of what 
prayer is all about: humility and patience. The Saints prayer quotes can inspire us and lead us in fully 
understanding of these concepts. 

Like the oracles of long ago, do our prayers aspire to unveil the future? Are we more motivated by curiosity and 
insecurity? By desperate desires to draw back the curtain and know what’s going on or, better yet, to control 
what’s going on? 

This was the temptation of Saul who was faced with the imminent prospect of a perilous battle with the 
Philistines. His prayers were answered only with silence and he couldn’t bear the silence of God. So he rides 
and asks Endor, a woman who conjures the dead. If God won’t answer, someone will. (Cfr. Ratzinger, Jesus of 
Nazareth) 

Figures like Moses (Ex 33:11), and ultimately Jesus reveal the true nature of prayer: his task isn’t reporting 
tomorrow’s events or resolving today’s fiascos; rather, he shows us the face of God, and in doing so he shows 
us the path we have to take. 

This is when humility and patience come in handy. We must be humble because there’s always the 
temptation of pride, the temptation to take God by the hand and explain to him how things are going to be. 
“Listen God, I have this problem and this is how you are going to help me fix it.” Ambition promises you control 
and turns prayer into a business negotiation. “I’ll give you a bit of moral living, some acts of charity and a few 
minutes of prayer if you give me…” This strategy turned out poorly for Saul and hasn’t seen good results since. 

Patience comes into play when we are facing another tasty temptation: triumphalism. Let’s start off by 
admitting that discerning God’s will amongst the ambiguities of life is fatiguing. JPII spoke of the “heaviness of 
heart” that Mary experienced in living in intimacy with the mystery of her Son. Don’t we wish that the Lord would 
make things clearer? 

Many times the Lord seems to hold his silence, or at least, what seems to be silence. Triumphalism, on the 
contrary, say’s “Well, if He isn’t talking, its time to get things done.” This a tough one for all of us who like to see 
immediate results, to see progress made and problems resolved. This is, however, in the word’s of Bergoglio, a 
“Coca-Colization” of the faith. Often, in essence, we are simply running from the cross. For the cross is the 
antithesis of efficient planning and successful, strategic problem-solving. Mary was there, she was one of 
the few that knew how to bear the silence. He was meant to be great, to be the Lord who would receive David’s 
throne; yet, here he lies, nailed to the cross. What kind of triumph is this? The Lord has his ways and Mary 
believed. 

Prayer then is nothing more and nothing less than placing ourselves face to face with God. It offers us nothing 
more and nothing less than God himself. He does indeed listen. He does indeed act. He does indeed transform 
you. He does indeed conquer this world. Yet He does it all in his own way and we are invited to learn a logic 
different than our own. 

Keep Reading here (https://catholic-link.org/10-great-quotes-by-saints-and-popes-on-prayer-and-its-importance/) 

 

https://catholic-link.org/10-great-quotes-by-saints-and-popes-on-prayer-and-its-importance/
https://catholic-link.org/10-great-quotes-by-saints-and-popes-on-prayer-and-its-importance/


 

 

                                              Community News 

Note: As an option, St. Joseph Parish Community can also drop off 

donations in baskets found in the Basilica. Our SVdP ministers will 

collect and drop your donations to St, Barnabas. 



 


