
 

  

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff 

Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

A quick update on some facilities projects. Last month I wrote about the sound 

system, the vestibule tiles, the Flower Room cabinets, and the security 

cameras. 

The sound system is up and running. After a small hiccup with the electrical 

last weekend, the problem has been resolved. We will continue to monitor the system and tweak it in 

the upcoming weeks to optimize the sound quality. The sound designers will be in on Wednesday the 

14th to make some adjustments. I want to give a special thank you to Alex Ramos and Bob 

Heimbichner. Alex and Bob graciously stepped up to lead this project a year ago and have honored 

their commitment. Bob has been coordinating with the sound installers with precision, and Alex was at 

many of the Masses on Sunday, listening to the lectors, singers and priests, and taking copious notes 

for the sound designers. Please join me in thanking them, as well as Michael Chinnavaso, our 7pm 

choir director. Both Michael and Alex lent us their speakers the week the new system was being 

installed. 

The vestibule tiles are complete. A word on the pattern. I chose the terra cotta red and the sand colors 

to not only go with the mission architecture, but also to make a theological point. In the Church’s 

tradition, we distinguish between two groups of martyrs, the red and the white. The red martyrs are 

those who literally shed their blood for the faith. The white martyrs are those who did not shed their 

blood, but who nevertheless laid down their lives, in an unbloody way, for the Gospel. As we enter the 

Church, I hope that the mixture of tiles reminds you that we are called to follow in the footsteps of 

these martyrs, which is the Greek word for “witness.” 

The Flower Room cabinets are nearly complete; all that remains are the knobs for the cabinet doors, 

and a countertop for the sink unit. And lastly, the security cameras; I am still working on these and 

getting close to signing a contract. 

This week, a couple of new projects came up, we replaced the bench and planter boxes around the 

palm trees by the parking lot (which were pruned a little while ago), as well as filled some cracks in the 

brickwork in the Gathering Space to make it safer. In the future, I will be looking into digging a trench 

for the sump pump that is under the basilica. Right now, a hose empties the water right in front of the 

sacristy, which creates a mess for us and the high school students. I’d like to have that water empty 

directly into the sewer. 

Thank you for giving to last week’s maintenance collection and thank you for giving to the capital 

campaign to restore the sanctuary to a more beautiful state. To those of you who have not given yet, 

thank you for taking the time to consider it. I hope you will choose to join me in making a pledge and 

will be able to return that pledge by the last weekend of September, which we are calling “Pledge 

Sunday.” Maintaining a 100-year-old building takes a lot of commitment and sacrifice, but it is worth it. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  



 

 

Upcoming Events 

Are you looking for a way to grow closer to 

your beloved and God? Are you looking for 

ways to connect with other couples?  

In conjunction with Catholic Family 

Week, Sept 24 - Oct 2, 

Married couples are invited to  

“Be Light Date Night” Series 

Saturday, September 24th at 6pm 

Location: Saint Joseph Learning Center 

(Childcare available with RSVP) 

This is our time as married couples to shine 

and be the light to those in our homes and 

communities. Register today and let your 

marriage BE LIGHT! You are encouraged to 

attend this date night series. Together we will 

explore various topics including belonging, 

expectations, the need for community, 

couples works of mercy and living as 

missionary disciples. Each date night will 

include a video from a dynamic couple, 

reflection questions and recommended 

resources. Take this time to renew your 

marriage and build new relationships with 

other couples! For more information email: 

carlosmariana2009@gmail.com 

Save the Date!  
Alameda Deanery and the Pro-Life Ministry of SPN-SA presents:  

“Stories of Faith and Life”  
When: Friday, September 30, 2022, 6:30 to 8:00 pm •  
Who: Charlene Marshall & Kathy Folan •  
Where: St Philip Neri, O’Brien Hall (corner of High St. & Van Buren)  

Charlene’s story: Is about the healing grace of God and what it can do for us. Thirty years ago, Charlene had hit 
rock bottom, and had three abortions. What could have been a tragic end, became the wonder of how God 
works in our lives, if we let Him in. Kathy’s story: Tells about the gift of open adoption, as it pertains to the 
alternative of abortion. Kathy is the birth-mother of a child conceived in rape. But, God had a plan. Please come 
listen to these two brave and victorious women.  
There will be time for a brief question and answer period after the talks. Due to the frank nature of the talks, the 
event is not suitable for children. 

Season of Creation: Behold God in Everything! 

The Season of Creation is a time when Christians 
throughout the world unite to pray and take action for the 
care of the environment. It begins September 1 (World Day 
of Prayer for the Care of Creation) and ends October 4 
(Feast of St. Francis of Assisi). St. Joseph’s is observing 
this season by offering a Feast of St. Francis program 
entitled “Eco-spirituality: Behold God in Everything!” on 
Tuesday, September 20, 7 to 8:30pm in St. Joseph 
Elementary School. Everyone is invited to join in prayer, 
readings, discussion, contemplation, and activities. If 
attending, please bring an image (photo, drawing, etc.) of 
where you “behold” (sense, feel, see, hear, etc.,) God. 
Program by the Catholic Climate Covenant. For more 
information contact Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org 
or 510-995-9409. 

Priesthood Discernment 

Saturday, September 24, 

2022, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Location: St. Patrick 

Seminary and University 

Meet clergy and seminarians 

from the Oakland Diocese at this 

special day just for those 

interested in discerning a call to 

priesthood. Register by contacting Father Carl Arcosa at 

CArcosa@oakdiocese.org. Please note this event is only for 

men 18 and older. 
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for 

registered, active parishioners should begin at least 
six months in advance of the proposed wedding 
date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to 
begin the process.  
Call 510. 995.9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
Sepsecretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please 
contact Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of 
Christian Burial are made in conjunction with the 
Mortuary of your choosing. Please contact the 
Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420. 

     Parish Life   

September Infant Baptisms 
Congratulations and welcome:  

Oliver Tapado Austin (parents David & 

Fleurette),  Lucia Louise King (parents John & 

Michelle) and Judson James Aerni, Jr 
(Judson & Laura) 
into our community of faith in Jesus Christ.  Please 
all of them, their parents, and godparents in your 
prayers.  (Communal Infant baptism is celebrated 
on the first Sunday of the month at all the Masses. 
For more information, please  visit our website: 
https://sjbalameda.org/baptism 

Carmelite: On Saturday Aug 27th, the Friends of the Little 

Flower Carmelite Community attended the annual Day of 
Recollection retreat with other Carmelite communities at the 
Carmelite House of Prayer in Oakville. The participants had 
inspiring lectures by the friars and two members (Bob Minot 
and Martha Bertelsen) made their temporary profession. The 
charism of the Carmelites includes prayer, service and 
community. Anyone interested can contact the director, Felix 
Marquez at (510) 207-5094. 

Faith Formation Update: Whole Family 

Catechesis (ages 4 to Junior High) begins 
September 18. Those attending in-person classes 
(which require parent participation) start at 
10:45am; those who are homeschooling will be 
notified when they can pick up their materials at 
the Parish Office. Youth Confirmation also begins 
that day, with First Year candidates (8th grade 
and high school) at 10:30am and Second Year at 
5:30pm, both in Marianist Hall. Sacrament 
Preparation starts the following week. Advance 
registration required; info at https://
sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs. Adult 
Confirmation begins next month; info at https://
sjbalameda.org/adult-confirmation. Christian 
Initiation of Adults is ongoing; Inquiry 
Wednesdays available upon request (contact 
Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org), 
sessions on Tuesdays for catechumens and 
baptized adults. 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Lamberto I. Agreda Jr., Sandy Anderson, Romelita 
Bautista, Jan Curtis, Charrie Grace 
Calupas, Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain,  
Terrell Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, 
Noel Folsom, Rino Gacad, Amelia 
Miguel, Ador Quinto, Hans Roderich, 
Nory A. Reyes, Michael Ricica and 
Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, September 10 

8:30 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

5:00 pm †Jim Stoltenberg - Death Anniversary 
 

  Sunday, September 11 

7:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 am †Gerald Salleh 

12:00 pm †Luis Bonifacio 

7:00 pm †Teodora R. Manuntag - Birthday Remembrance 
 

 

  Monday, September 12 

 8:30am 1)†Vicente & Cresenciana Sarmiento 
  2)†Rene Sarmiento 
 
 

  Tuesday, September 13 

 8:30 am Sherley & Patrick Thong - Thanksgiving 
 

  Wednesday, September 14 

8:30 am 1)†Guadalupe & Olivia Gomez 

  2)†Patricia Gomez 
 

  Thursday, September 15 

8:30 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
  

  Friday, September 16 

8:30 am †Maria Hao & Peter Thuy Nguyen 
 

  Saturday, September 17 

8:30 am †Chevey Magno 

5:00 pm †Oscar& Eileen Rodrigues 
 

  Sunday, September 18 

7:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 am Marielle Louise Nabaza Torres - Birthday 

12:00 pm †David McGaffey 

7:00 pm Mary Le & Hoa T - Thanksgiving Intentions 

RELYING ON GOD’S LOVE: Imagine being among those 
who heard Jesus address the Pharisees and scribes in the 
encounter we hear in today’s Gospel: “What man among you 
having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not 
leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one 
until he finds it?” Would you leave ninety-nine in the desert in 
order to find one lost sheep? In the parable, Jesus is showing 
us the depths of God’s love, the illogical, incredible love God 
has for each of us. Moses counted on this loving mercy as he 
spoke for the wandering people; Saint Paul acknowledges his 
reliance on it in his letter to Timothy. God desires to draw you 
close, seeking you when you are lost. Are you ready to be 
drawn into God’s loving embrace? Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Reflection question: 
In what ways do I serve God?  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Look upon us, O God, 
Creator and ruler of all things, 
and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.  

Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows 
September 15, 2022 

 
Altar Flowers  &  
Sanctuary Lamp 

The Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Lamp for the 
week of September 10/11 are sponsored in 

loving memory of Nardo David. 

Recent Passing 
Taylor Campbell 

Rest in Peace 
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Living The Faith 

Help! My College Kid Doesn’t Believe In God 
Anymore! | 8 Pieces Of Advice For Parents When 
Their Adult Kids Don't Believe In God 
by Silvana RamosFamily—Catholic-Link.org 

 

It’s not an unusual situation (though I wish it were) that 

many young people today (mostly when they go to college), 

motivated by different reasons, abandon their faith. The 

causes range from the influence of friends and fashions to 

intense rationalism in the curriculum to incomplete 

information and/or disappointment in the Church. Whatever the reason, for Catholic mothers and fathers, 

parenting college kids who’ve fallen away, the children whom they brought up in the faith who’ve 

subsequently abandoned it, this is a trial of suffering. Suffering that inevitably comes with guilt: what did I do 

wrong that made my child stop believing in God? 

Beyond the good and the bad that we may do as parents, because the only perfection is in God, the Holy 

Trinity, the first thing we have to understand is that our children were given to us as a precious responsibility. 

But, to say it plainly, they aren’t ours. Their formation is our first responsibility and duty. When they get to 

adulthood, however, their decisions are their own. We’ll always be their parents, always their reference 

point, but they will make their own choices on their lives’ trajectories. Just as we do and have done in our 

own independence. 

A good friend used to tell me always to remember that love towards our children also constitutes a road to 

holiness, of trial and unconditional love. 

 

Continue reading here! 

(https://catholic-link.org/college-child-advice-for-parents/) 

Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady 

of Fatima visits St. Joseph 
On Aug 21st, the same day St. Joseph 

celebrated its 50th Anniversary as a 

Basilica, we welcomed the Pilgrim Virgin 

Statue of Our Lady of Fatima. 

Parishioners venerated Our Lady under 

her loving mantle, and a number of 

couples made a renewal of marriage 

vows in a public ceremony with Fr. 

Mario. 

Restoring our Legacy for the Future 
To give to the second phase of our capital 

campaign, please click here (https: 

membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA702) for 

online giving through FaithDirect, or contact 

our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg, for 

assistance to sign up with FaithDirect, or for 

more information. Thank you for your support 

and pledge. 

 

 

Special Collection this 

weekend, September 10 & 11 
 

Diocesan Priest Retirement  

Benefit Trust Fund 

(Envelopes can be found at all 
entrances to the Basilica) 

https://catholic-link.org/college-child-advice-for-parents/
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Community News 

ST. JOSEPH BASILICA AND ST. BARNABAS 
ADULT CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 

 

Weeknight sessions twice a month for adult Catholics who are registered 

parishioners actively practicing their faith, to prepare for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation through prayer and reflection, presentations by clergy and 

catechists, and service.   
 

7:00 to 8:30pm on Thursdays (and possibly some Tuesdays) starting 

October 27 for Confirmation at Cathedral of Christ the Light early next year.  

Register online at https://sjbalameda.org/adult-confirmation by October 10. 

Contact the Parish Office or afourre@sjbalameda.org for more information. 

 

Welcome the Stranger Update: What a celebration! Volunteers and our refugee families 
gathered at Lincoln Park on Saturday, Aug 20th to be in each other’s presence and celebrate 
the joys and successes of resettlement. Five of the eight refugee families who have been 
accompanied by WTS and benefited from the many volunteer hours and activities that helped 
to welcome them to their new community were in attendance. Some of the refugee families 
and volunteers were meeting each other for the first time, while others (like Genesis from 
Guatemala and Asenat from Afghanistan, who were classmates at Love Elementary School) 
were given the chance to reunite after one of the families had moved to another Bay Area 
community. 
 
The father and oldest son of our current family from Afghanistan were the newest members 
to arrive in our community – previous Monday night. The family has been separated for over 
a year, while the father and son waited in Dubai to be cleared for entry into the United States. 

This was a grand reunion with mom and the younger 5 children already 
starting to settle in Alameda in housing provided by Shelter in Peace, a 
sister organization of Welcome the Stranger. Shelter in Peace is a non-profit 
corporation that acts as a Master Tenant to contract with landlords for 
affordable residential units for transitional housing for refugee, immigrant 
and low income families. After many months of separation, this family is 
finally together under the same roof. Yet another reason to celebrate! 
 
At this time, we are in need of wheels! If anyone has a car in good working 
condition that they would like to donate, two of our previous family members 
have passed the California driver’s test (including one Mom) and are in need 
of a used car. This will help them become even more independent in getting 
to work and transporting their own family to school, medical appts, grocery 

shopping and all the other things we take for granted when we have our own transportation. We can also use some 
bicycles of various sizes. 
If you have questions, would like to become a member of WTS, have a car to donate, or have a residential unit and 
would like more information about Shelter in Peace, or would like to donate to either organization, please contact our 
chair, Anna Rossi at amrossi1238@aol.com or at (510) 814-1038. Welcome the Stranger is a non-profit 501(C)3s. 
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