
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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https://sjbalameda.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:fatherkenneth@icloud.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:youthministry@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org


 

 

 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

Happy “Pledge Sunday!” Today is the day we all submit 

our pledges for the capital campaign to renovate the 

sanctuary and restore it to a state worthy of the title of 

“Basilica.” Thank you to all who made the sacrifice to give 

to this historic project. Here is an updated image of the 

proposed altar of sacrifice. 

 

I write this letter from my annual retreat, which is required 

by the Bishop. This year I am at Villa Maria del Mar in 

Santa Cruz with about 30 other priests from our diocese. While here, I am reading a book entitled “The 

Grace of Ars,” which is a compilation of 10 talks given by Fr. Frederick Miller to the priests and seminarians 

he has taken on pilgrimage to Ars, the famous city in France where St. John Vianney ministered for 41 

years. I’d like to share one passage from the book that stood out to me, which comes from a letter written by 

Pope St. John Paul II to priests on Holy Thursday in 1986. The Pope, writing about St. John Vianney, says: 

 

 

 

 

John Vianney is known as the patron saint of parish priests. This is because Ars was a town in spiritual 

turmoil. Ravaged by the philosophical errors of the French Revolution, which led to the abandonment of the 

faith by even many members of the Church’s hierarchy, the faith in Ars was decimated. Yet John Vianney 

was up to the challenge. He was convinced that the priceless gift of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist was 

enough to turn people back to their faith. And it was. Through his reverent celebration of the Mass, his 

steadfast commitment to catechizing his parish, his devotion to hearing confessions (sometimes up to 16 

hours a day), and his ardent service of the poor, John Vianney transformed Ars into a spiritual powerhouse. 

 

I was blessed to have been ordained a deacon on St. John Vianney’s feast day (August 4, 2017). He has 

inspired me to offer you more time for confession, now on Saturday mornings, and I am considering offering 

it on the evening of First Friday Adoration before Benediction at 7pm. He inspired me to offer more 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, which is now offered each Friday from 1pm to 7pm. I am sure he had a 

hand in me moving out of the old priest’s residence on San Antonio Avenue and offering it to the Oakland 

Catholic Worker, who decided to move to a different residence. Now it is being rented by ordinary tenants, 

and the rent is being used to fund two scholarships per grade at SJND. 

 

Perhaps John Vianney is inspiring us in this task to embellish our church, so that, 

like his parish in Ars, ours will continue to become more and more a place for people 

to encounter Christ and experience spiritual revival and rejuvenation. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

The Curé of Ars [John Vianney], was particularly mindful of Christ’s real presence in the Eucharist. 

It was generally before the tabernacle that he spent long hours in adoration, before daybreak or in 

the evening; it was towards the tabernacle that he often turned during his homilies, saying with 

emotion: ‘He is there!’ It was also for this reason that he, so poor in his presbytery [rectory], 

did not hesitate to spend large sums on embellishing his church. The appreciable result was 

that his parishioners quickly took up the habit of coming to pray before the Blessed Sacrament, 

discovering, through the attitude of their pastor, the grandeur of the mystery of faith. 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

Feast Of St. Francis of Assisi: 
Blessing of Animals 

October 2, 1:30 pm @ Gathering Space  

In honor of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
(October 4), animals are invited for a blessing 
next Sunday. Please make sure all are 
leashed or in an appropriate enclosure and to 
arrive timely.  

The Deanery of Alameda and the Pro-Life 
Ministry of SPN-SA presents: “Stories of Faith 
and Life”  

When: Friday, September 30 
Time: 6:30 to 8:00 pm  
Who: Charlene Marshall & Kathy Folan  
Where: St Philip Neri, O’Brien Hall (corner of High St. & 
Van Buren)  

Charlene’s story; Is about the healing grace of God and what it 
can do for us. Thirty years ago, Charlene had hit rock bottom, 
and had three abortions. What could have been a tragic end, 
became the wonder of how God works in our lives, if we let 
Him in. Kathy’s story: Tells about the gift of open adoption, as 
it pertains to the alternative of abortion. Kathy is the birth-
mother of a child conceived in rape. But, God had a plan. 
Please come listen to these two brave and victorious women.  

There will be time for a brief question and answer period after 
the talks. Due to the frank nature of the talks, children are not 
encourage to attend. 

 

 

Save the date! 
The Cup of Our Lives:  
A Retreat for Women 
Saturday, October 15th,  

10:00am to 4.00 pm 
Notre Dame Hall  

Retreat Facilitator: Suzanne M. Morris, D.Min: 

She has a Doctorate of Ministry in Pastoral 
Counseling from the Graduate Theological 
Foundation and is an active parishioner and 
volunteer of St. Joseph’s. 

Hosted by our Pastoral Care Ministry, 

Parish Community is invited for a day of 

shared quiet, prayer, learning, reflection and 

renewal, along with presentations, personal 

reflections and group sharing retreat. You 

are encouraged to bring your journal, a 

poem, prayer, song, art or photo about 

cups, and a cup or a mug for your 

reflections. Light morning refreshments and 

lunch are provided. Voluntary donations are 

accepted. Register by October 10 

(registration limited to 35 participants). To 

register, contact Nancy Cytron: 

sncytron@aol.com or 510-775-4354 

Questions? Email or call Suzanne at 

suzanne@morris.guide or 219-879-4819. 
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 
advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 
Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  
Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
Sepsecretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 
Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 
choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

Faith Formation Update: If you’re seeing 

more activity around the Basilica these days, it 
could be that our youth programs have started. 
Fifty teens are participating in Youth 
Confirmation and twenty-six children are in 
Sacrament Preparation for Reconciliation and 
Eucharist. Whole Family Catechesis (general 
formation for ages 4 to Junior High) has eleven 
families engaged in our new format of in-
person parent-assisted classes plus 
homeschooling in addition to the thirty families 
homeschooling, for a total of 66 more children. 
Please pray for them, their families and their 
catechists. Learn more at https://
sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs. Adult 
Confirmation begins next month; info at https://
sjbalameda.org/adult-confirmation. Christian 
Initiation for adults thinking of becoming 
Catholic is always open to newcomers; see 
https://sjbalameda.org/rcia. EVERYONE is 
invited to mark your calendar for the next 
Parish Family Activity on October 9, our 
monthly social gathering with a liturgical theme 
open to all ages. Questions? Contact Anne 
Marie at 510-995-9409. 

 

ST. JOSEPH BASILICA AND 
ST. BARNABAS 

ADULT CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
(Revised) 

Weekly evening sessions for adult Catholics 
to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
through prayer and reflection, presentations 
by clergy and catechists, and service. Open 
to registered parishioners of either St. 
Joseph Basilica or St. Barnabas who are 
actively practicing their faith. (May also be 
appropriate for those from a different 
Christian tradition interested in becoming 
Catholic.).  

7:00 to 8:30pm on Thursdays (and some 
Tuesdays) starting October 27. Confirmation 
February 4, 2023 at Cathedral of Christ the 
Light. 

Register online at https://sjbalameda.org/
adult-confirmation by October 10. 

Contact the Parish Office or 
afourre@sjbalameda.org for more 
information. 
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Praying Together

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, September 24 

8:30 am †Robert L. Ramos, Jr. 

5:00 pm Living & Deceased members of the Harnett 
  Family 
 

  Sunday, September 25 

7:30 am †Felisa Serrano 

9:30 am †Marian Schobert 
12:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00 pm 1)†Betty O’Neill 

  2) Michael & Laura Chinnavaso - 10th  

  Wedding Anniversary 
 

 

  Monday, September 26 

 8:30am 1)Uchora Udoji—Special Intentions 
  2)Kin Robles - Thanksgiving 
 
 

  Tuesday, September 27 

 8:30 am †Gavina Espinosa 
 

  Wednesday, September 28 

8:30 am 1)†Joel C. McIntire 

  2)†Wolfgang Zoeller 
 

  Thursday, September 29 

8:30 am †Joe McDonald 
  

  Friday, September 30 

8:30 am McGaugh Family 
 

  Saturday, October 1 

8:30 am †Peter Thu Nguyen & Maria Hao 

5:00 pm Aghaji & Egbuonu Families - Sp. Intentions 
 

  Sunday, October 2 

7:30 am †Monte McEntee 

9:30 am Rebecca Quinto—70th Birthday Thanksgiving 

12:00 pm †Paul Thong 

7:00 pm People of the Parish 

PRIORITIES 
CARE FOR EACH OTHER 
Don’t delude yourselves, Jesus says through the parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus. We really are supposed to care for 
others. It is not enough to go to Mass and occasionally serve 
at a parish or outreach function. We cannot remain 
complacent and consider ourselves followers of Jesus. No 
matter how much or how little material wealth we have, we 
always have something to give—our time and attention, care, 
and, when possible, our money. The way we treat and care for 
others, especially the poor and vulnerable, is the manner in 
which we show our love of God. As disciples, we must “pursue 
righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and 
gentleness.” Jesus calls us to see and respond to the least 
among us, because, as God’s children, we are all part of one 
another. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Reflection question: How has God shown mercy to me? 

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Louise Astle, Lamberto I. Agreda Jr., Sandy 
Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Jan 
Curtis, Charrie Grace Calupas, 
Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain,  Terrell 
Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, Noel 
Folsom, Rino Gacad, Amelia 
Miguel, Ador Quinto, Hans 
Roderich, Roxanna Ramirez, Nory 
A. Reyes, Michael Ricica and 
Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

 

Sanctuary Flowers & Lamp 
The Sanctuary Flowers and Lamp for the 

week of September 24-October 1 

are sponsored in loving memories of 

Nick & Isabel Santos.  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK  
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
O God, who manifest your almighty power 
above all by pardoning and showing mercy, 
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us 
and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
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Living The Faith 

Discovering The Eucharist On Every Page Of The Bible 
by Will Wright - Adoration, Catholic Bible Studies And Reflections, Catholic Media, Eucharist, Mass/Catholic-Link.org 

Dr. Scott Hahn was a committed Christian and Presbyterian minister before becoming Catholic. He was a deep lover of 
the Bible. The two themes that drew Dr. Hahn to the fullness of the Catholic Faith have been instrumental in my own 
formation, through his work: 1) covenant and 2) the Eucharist as the key to the Bible. 

It is simple to see a series like “Parousia: The Bible and the Mass” and think that we are just going to see a few Biblical 
texts applied to the Mass. However, the introduction video shows clearly that this theme is not just a few key moments 
in salvation history. The Eucharist is the key to interpreting the entire Bible, from beginning to end. 

In Creation, the Law and the Prophets, and the New Testament, we see the Eucharist all along the way whether in 
foreshadowing or in stark clarity. All of this is centered in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Tradition and Scripture 

Everything that God wished to reveal of Himself to man is made present in the Person of Jesus Christ. All that Jesus 
Christ revealed and handed on to the Apostles in word and deed is contained in what we called Sacred Tradition. At 
the heart of Sacred Tradition is the Sacred Scripture (what we colloquially call “the Bible”). The Church says that 
Scripture is the driving force of doctrine. And, of course, the Church is the Mystical Body of Christ founded upon the 
Apostles and it is by His teaching authority that we receive the authentic interpretation of both Scripture and Tradition. 

With this three-legged stool of Scripture, Tradition, and Magisterium (teaching authority), we have the firm foundation 
of Faith. This interrelationship of Scripture and Tradition shows us the story of salvation, with God as the Author. 

The Sacred Scriptures, both the Old and New Testaments, are inspired and God-breathed. They have God as their 
author, and they give us His final Word. The Bible was borne of the Catholic Church and curated by Her over the 
centuries. 
 

A Living Faith 
This holy Deposit of Faith is not a dead letter but is alive! Before all else, the Faith comes alive in the celebration of the 
Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist. At the Holy Mass, Heaven and Earth meet and we are taking part in the 
Heavenly Liturgy! Through the Sacraments, beginning with Baptism, we enter an unbreakable covenant relationship 
with God. This is ordered towards the Holy Eucharist where we get to receive Jesus Christ in His Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity. 

In the Mass, we are most clearly the living Church. The gathered Members of the Body of Christ, renew their covenant 
relationship with God. The Mass is, therefore, the context of the New Covenant which is made in the Blood of Christ, 
the Eucharist. What more appropriate context could there be for Sacred Scripture! 

 

Eucharist and Covenant, Scripture and Liturgy 
The Eucharist is on every page of the Bible because covenant is on every page of the Bible. The Eucharist is the flesh 
and blood of the God-man Jesus Christ. He is our great Mediator who reconciles us to God. He is our Savior. As the 
Third Eucharistic Prayer states: “…by the power and working of the Holy Spirit, you give life to all things and make 
them holy, and you never cease to gather a people to yourself.” God draws us into His holy Family, the Church. 

The grace that we receive in the Holy Mass transforms us. Grace is a free gift from God, but it must be received. If we 
know what is being given, then we can more freely receive. This is where the resources from the St. Paul Center can 
be incredibly practical to our spiritual life. 

By opening our minds and hearts to what Scripture shows us, we can enter more deeply into the Liturgy. And by living 
more fully the Liturgy, our eyes will be opened to the richness of the Scriptures. Scripture points us to the Mass and the 
Mass brings Scripture to life. As the Benedictine Jeremy Driscoll says, “Scripture is the announcement of the Word of 
God; liturgy is its actualization.” 

 

One with God 
All God has revealed draws us to communion. God wants us to be one with Him. In Baptism, we enter the doorway of 
grace in the Sacraments. Our love of Scripture must abound and our full, conscious, and actual participation in the 
Liturgy must increase. 
 

For more resources, here (https://catholic-link.org/eucharist-bible-catholic/) 

https://catholic-link.org/eucharist-bible-catholic/


 

 

Other News 

 

Restoring our Legacy for the Future 
This weekend...‘Pledge Sunday’ 

 

To give to the second phase of our capital 

campaign, please click here (https: 

membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA702) for online 

giving through FaithDirect. 

If you need help to pledge through FaithDirect, 

contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg,  

business@sjbalameda.org, or, 510.5995.9411. 

Thank you for your support.  

October is Respect Life 
Month!  

Every October the Catholic 
Church in the United States 
celebrates Respect Life Month, 
and the first Sunday of October 
is observed as Respect Life 
Sunday. As Catholics, we are 
called to cherish, defend, and 
protect those who are most 
vulnerable, from the beginning to 
the end of their lives, and at 
every point in between. During 
the month of October, the 
Church asks us to reflect more 
deeply on the dignity of every 
human life. Learn more at 
https:// www.respectlife.org/  

 

Upcoming October 

Collections 

October 2-3: 

Maintenance 
Taken up on the first weekend of 

each month 

Please be generous in helping 

the Parish to defray the costs of 

keeping our Basilica and 

Grounds beautiful with your 

donations. 

October 8-9: Annual 

Catholic Voice/ Diocesan 

Communications  
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