
 

  

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.470.9767 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

As schools kick it into high gear, and our Faith Formation program gets going again, I 
am filled with immense sense gratitude to God. I am thinking specifically about our 
catechists. We have been blessed with some extraordinary volunteers who lead the 
faith formation program, from the little kids to the teens. If there is one issue that 
causes pastors to stress, it is finding good volunteers to be catechists; our Director of 
Faith Formation, Anne Marie might agree. But God has been so good. This year we 
have some returning catechists for the kids’ faith formation: Molly Rodgers, Melanie Lee, Phyllis Jones, Ka 
Kay Achacoso, Janice Craig, Thanh Chang. And we also have some new ones Fabiola Macias-Tellez and 
Cecile de la Cruz. Thank you all! 

For teen Confirmation, we welcome Janely Gomez, Dominic Lunde and Marie Brickner. This team will be led 
by our new Coordinator, Rafael Rosado Moreno, whom I met in the Gathering Space after Mass one Sunday 
evening. A brief introduction to Rafael: Rafael is originally from Mexico and has been living in the Bay Area 
since he was seven years old. He is a product of OUSD schools and has worked in education for OUSD and 
nonprofits for the last nine years. Rafael was the Catechetical Coordinator as Saint Louis Bertrand in Oakland, 
where he was also was the Altar Server Coordinator. He is committed to providing youth with a great quality 
education and creating a safe and inclusive environment for all students and families. Rafael is very excited to 
be joining Saint Joseph Basilica. 

As we welcome these new members to our family, I want to extend my most sincere thanks to those 
catechists who have moved on from this ministry. These individuals were heroic in ministering to our youth: 
Natalie Ackerman, Dr. Terecita Dean,  Ernie Mahr, Tina Landess Petrich and Kimberly Aumack Yee. Thank 
you all so much! 

If you’d like to volunteer to share the faith with our youth, please contact Anne Marie. 

A brief facilities update, as this is the first Sunday of the month when we take up a collection for the 
maintenance fund. About a month ago, I noticed some water puddling by the pastor’s parking spot. We shut 
off the irrigation to see if that made a difference, and the puddle stopped forming. But we found that water was 
leaking into the basement of the rectory behind the fountain in the Gathering Space. So, I arranged for a leak 
detection specialist to come out and it looks like we will need to dig behind the fountain to locate and repair 
the leak. This will likely mean tearing up some of the bushes around that area. After the leak issue is resolved, 
I plan to get the fountain up and running again, which has been off due to an unrelated problem, an old motor. 

Lastly, October is the Month of the Rosary. I can’t stress how important this prayer is, even if it seems like it is 
rote repetition of formulas. When prayed in silence and peace, Mary takes us by the hand and leads us into 
the most profound moments of her life with her Son. In doing so, we meet Him, and in meeting Him, we’re 
changed. Pray the Rosary, especially with your children if you have them! Even if it seems boring at first, you’ll 
find it in an indispensable means of grace. 

As a reminder of the importance of having a relationship with Mary, please review my expectations for the 
community: 

1. Read the Sunday Mass readings during the week to prepare yourself to hear them proclaimed at Mass. 
2. Wear your “Sunday best” to church. If we prepare the exterior well, the interior will follow. 
3. Arrive to Mass early to calm your heart and mind with prayer. 
4. Participate at Mass by singing and saying all the responses with boldness. This means every “Amen” “And 
with your spirit” “Thanks be to God” etc. 
5. Have some kind of devotion to Mary; e.g. pray the Rosary weekly as a family, or daily if you can. 
6. Stay close to the Eucharist. 
 
With much love, 
Fr. Mario  



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Upcoming Collections 

October 8-9: Annual Catholic Voice/ Diocesan 

Communications  

Next weekend is the annual second collection for The 
Catholic Voice.  Your donation helps support our Parish to 
offset its payment for this important communications 
ministry. The Voice and its other operations are the only 
regular source of Catholic news and information for all 
parishioners in the Diocese.  Please be generous in your 
support.  Checks should be made payable to “St. 
Joseph Basilica”, memo line: Catholic Voice. 

Note: Envelopes can be found in the pews and collection 
baskets will be passed once. 

Pro-Life Second Saturday Rosary Vigil 
Saturday, October 8 

Gather with the Alameda Catholic Community in 
praying the Rosary for an end to abortion. We meet in 
front of City Hall in Alameda at 9:15am. Rosary will 
start at 9:30 am. Join us in praying to the end of 
abortions and for our voiceless little brothers and 
sisters. 

Prayer To End Abortion 

Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life, 
And for the lives of all my brothers and sisters. 
I know there is nothing that destroys more life than 
abortion, 
Yet I rejoice that you have conquered death by the 
Resurrection of Your Son. 
I am ready to do my part in ending abortion. 
Today I commit myself 
Never to be silent, Never to be passive, 
Never to be forgetful of the unborn. 
I commit myself to be active in the pro-life movement, 
And never to stop defending life 
Until all my brothers and sisters are protected, 
And our nation once again becomes 
A nation with liberty and justice 
Not just for some, but for all, 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen! 
(This prayer was written by Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director 

Priests for Life) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cup of Our Lives:  
A Retreat for Women 
Saturday, October 15th 

10:00am to 4.00 pm 
Notre Dame Hall  

Retreat Facilitator: Suzanne M. Morris, D.Min: 

She has a Doctorate of Ministry in Pastoral 
Counseling from the Graduate Theological 

Foundation and is an active parishioner and volunteer 
of St. Joseph’s. 

Hosted by our Pastoral Care Ministry, Parish 

Community is invited for a day of shared quiet, 

prayer, learning, reflection and renewal, along 

with presentations, personal reflections and 

group sharing retreat. You are encouraged to 

bring your journal, a poem, prayer, song, art or 

photo about cups, and a cup or a mug for your 

reflections. Light morning refreshments and 

lunch are provided. Voluntary donations are 

accepted. Register by October 10 (registration 

limited to 35 participants). To register, contact 

Nancy Cytron: sncytron@aol.com  

or 510-775-4354 

Questions? Email or call Suzanne at 

suzanne@morris.guide or 219-879-4819. 

Celebration Of  
Our Lady Of 
Fatima 
October 13 

Please join us as we 

conclude the 

celebration of Our 

Lady of Fatima on 

Thursday, Oct 13 at 

6 pm in the Basilica 

with a Holy Mass, followed by a Procession 

around the block and Benediction. Remember to 

bring your handkerchief!  

Parish Family Activity: October 9 

Mark your calendar for the October Parish Family 

Activity immediately following the 9:30 Mass in the high 

school quad, or Notre Dame Hall in event of rain. 

Whether you have children or simply know that you are 

a child of God, enjoy refreshments, crafts and activities 

to celebrate the Rosary, the Angels and Life, all of which 

are honored this month. The Parish Family Activity is a 

monthly social gathering with a liturgical theme, open to 

all ages. 

mailto:sncytron@aol.com
mailto:suzanne@morris.guide


 

Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

• Community Outreach Ministry: 
sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 
advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 
Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  
Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
Sepsecretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 
Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 
choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

Faith Formation Update  

- Youth Confirmation 

You may have noticed more teens than usual 

at the Noon or 7pm Masses. Our Confirmation 

candidates assist at those Masses on their 

class dates, greeting people on arrival, 

reading, distributing bulletins, cleaning up after 

Mass, etc. Please offer them a smile and keep 

them in your prayers. And extend a warm 

welcome to our new Youth Ministry 

Coordinator Rafael Rosado Moreno!  

Deadline for Youth Confirmation is next week, 

so if your teen (8th grade or high school) 

hasn’t registered yet, don’t delay. Information 

and registration link at https://sjbalameda.org/

teen-confirmation 

ST. JOSEPH BASILICA AND ST. BARNABAS 
ADULT CONFIRMATION PREPARATION  

Weekly evening sessions for adult Catholics 
to prepare for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation through prayer and reflection, 
presentations by clergy and catechists, and 
service. Open to registered parishioners of 
either St. Joseph Basilica or St. Barnabas 
who are actively 
practicing their 
faith. (May also be 
appropriate for 
those from a 
different Christian 
tradition interested 
in becoming 
Catholic.).  

7:00 to 8:30pm on Thursdays (and some 
Tuesdays) starting October 27. 
Confirmation February 4, 2023 at Cathedral 
of Christ the Light. 

Register online at https://sjbalameda.org/
adult-confirmation by October 10. 

Contact the Parish Office or 
afourre@sjbalameda.org for more 
information. 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Louise Astle, Lamberto I. Agreda Jr., Sandy 
Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Jan 
Curtis, Charrie Grace Calupas, 
Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain,  Terrell 
Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, 
Noel Folsom, Rino Gacad, Amelia 
Miguel, Ador Quinto, Hans 
Roderich, Roxanna Ramirez, Nory 
A. Reyes, Michael Ricica and 
Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, October 1 

8:30 am †Peter Thu Nguyen & Maria Hao 

5:00 pm Aghaji & Egbuonu Families—Special Intention 
 

  Sunday, October 2 

7:30 am †Monte McEntee 

9:30 am Rebecca Quinto - 70th Birthday Thanksgiving 

12:00 pm †Paul Thong 

7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

 

  Monday, October 3 

 8:30am †Paul Thong - Death Anniversary 
 
 

  Tuesday, October 4 

 8:30 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
 

  Wednesday, October 5 

8:30 am 1)†Rosena R. Finular 

  2) Theresa Magabo - Healing  
 

  Thursday, October 6 

8:30 am Christian & Theresa Musngi - Wedding  
  Anniversary 
  

  Friday, October 7 

8:30 am 1)†Guadalupe & Olivia Gomez 

  2)†Patricia Gomez 
 

  Saturday, October 8 

8:30 am †Leonora Legaspi 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Sunday, October 9 

7:30 am 1)†Zora Sepic 

  2)†Diony Awayan - Birthday Remembrance 

9:30 am Rowena & Jeremy Kamo - Thanksgiving 

12:00 pm Agnes Bonifacio & Tim Morse - 28th  
  Wedding Anniversary 

7:00 pm †Aurora Trapane 

Funeral Mass Announcement 
Paul Kempel 

Date: Saturday, October 8 

Time: 10:30 am, Basilica 

THE GIFT OF FAITH 

Faith is a gift. When the disciples asked Jesus to increase 

their faith, they were going to the source of that faith with their 

request. God is the giver of all good gifts, including faith. 

When we put our faith in Christ, we believe that God is with 

us, even though we cannot physically see God. Or can we? If 

we are attentive, we see the evidence of God’s presence in 

the love of family and friends, care poured out in service of our 

neighbors, the living beauty of creation. This is not blind faith, 

but rather is the result of seeing with the eyes of faith. 

Followers of Jesus look beyond what is apparent to see what 

is possible with the power and presence of the Holy Spirit 

within and among us. 

Reflection question: How has God’s kindness surpassed 

what I think I deserve?  

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of  

October 1-9 is sponsored  

in loving memory of  Paul Thong  
(death anniversary) 

Recent Passings 
Paul Kempel & Tom Spiersch 

Rest in Peace 

Pope Francis’ October  

Prayer Intention: 

A Church Open To Everyone 

We pray for the Church, ever faithful to, and 

courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the 

Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity 

and welcome, always living in an atmosphere 

of synodality 

 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

Living The Faith 

October is Also Respect Life Month!  

In October, the Catholic Church in the United States 
celebrates Respect Life Month, and the first Sunday of 
October is designated as Respect Life Sunday. 

We consider more deeply why every human life is 
valuable and reflect on how to build a culture that 
protects life from conception to natural death.  

During the month of October, the Church also asks us 
to reflect more deeply on the dignity of every human 
life. Learn more at https:// www.respectlife.org/  

"Only with prayer—prayer that storms the heavens for 
justice and mercy, prayer that cleanses our hearts and 

souls—will the culture of death that surrounds us 
today be replaced with a culture of life." 

—U.S. Catholic Bishops 

October - Month Of The Holy Rosary 
Hail Mary  full of Grace, pray for us! 

During the month of October, we dedicate ourselves 
to the care and protection of Our Blessed Mother.  We 
also renew our devotion to the Holy Rosary - a prayer 
which Mary takes us by the hand and shows the joys 
and sorrows of the life she shared with her son, Our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

R 
espect Life Month is an opportunity for 
Catholics to join in “Radical Solidarity” 
with pregnant mothers (Source: https://
www.usccb.org/) 

The Catholic Church in the United States 

observes October as “Respect Life Month.” 

This year, Archbishop William E. Lori of 

Baltimore, chairman of the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Pro

-Life Activities invites Catholics to “practice 

radical solidarity and unconditional love” for 

pregnant and parenting mothers. 

The Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. 

Jackson Women’s Health this past June 

returned the responsibility of limiting abortion 

from the judiciary to the legislature. For those 

of us who have prayed for this moment to 

arrive, says Archbishop Lori, “it is the time for 

a renewal and rededication of our efforts to 

build a culture of life and civilization of love.” 

He explains that “justice requires that the 

basic protections of the law against violence 

be extended to the preborn child” while 

explaining that building “a world in which all 

are welcome requires not only justice, but 

compassion, healing, and above all, 

unconditional love.” 

Moving from law to culture, Archbishop Lori 

asks Catholics to “shift the paradigm to what 

Saint Pope John Paul II described as ‘radical 

solidarity,’ making the good of others our own 

good, including especially mothers, babies 

(born and unborn), and families throughout the 

entire human lifespan.” He reminds the faithful 

that “Our Church understands that parents, 

children, and families need help not just during 

pregnancy, but throughout the whole of life’s 

journey because millions of Catholics already 

accompany their neighbors in such 

circumstances.” 

Read Archbishop Lori’s full statement, 

“Building a Culture of Life in a Post-Roe 

World” here.  
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Other News 

Registration has officially launched for the 5th Marian Conference scheduled on October 15. 

This year’s spiritual gathering will feature powerful testimonies, time-honored devotions, uplifting 

songs and sacred liturgy echoing this year’s theme: “With, Mary, We Receive God’s Grace!”  

Bishop Michael Barber, SJ will celebrate the closing Mass. 

For more information, visit www.ihmbrentwood.com/marianconference or call (925) 634-4154.   

DIOCESAN UPDATE: WRAPPING UP THE MAP SURVEY 

On behalf of the Mission Alignment Process (MAP) Commission, thank you to 
everyone who participated in our Disciple Maker Index Survey. A total of 100% of 
our parishes participated with individual responses exceeding 20,000! We want to 
extend our special thanks to our Parish Points of Contact, those individuals who 
took the time to lead and encourage parishioners and gather responses. 
 
We are truly being guided by the Holy Spirit as we work to align our precious 
resources for the mission of our Church: to proclaim passionately the saving 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our next steps are to gather the responses and prepare them for each 
individual parish. Parishioners will have the opportunity to learn from their individual community's survey 
responses. Aided by your survey responses the Commission will continue its work preparing 
recommendations for a vibrant 21st-century Oakland Diocese. 

For more information, please visit website here (https://oakdiocese.org/mission-alignment-process) 
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