
 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  

Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 

First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays: 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

In addition to this being the month of the Rosary, October is also Respect Life Month in 

the Church, and perhaps this is not a happy accident since the mysteries of the Rosary 

are meant to draw us into the life of Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

Only by following Him – which requires frequent meditation on His own life and the life of 
his mother - do we begin to experience what it means to be fully alive, for Jesus said, “I came so that they 

might have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 

For Jesus’ followers, the fullness of life is experienced when we love one another as He loved us (John 13:34), 

which is the foundation for Respect Life Month. Jesus, as we all well know, loved everyone, Jew and Greek, 

slave and free, man and woman. He dined with tax collectors and sought out sinners. He showed no partiality. 

The only requirement for being His disciple was one’s willingness to follow Him and learn from Him, so as to 
imitate Him, who said, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). 

Respect Life Month reminds us that we are called to this radical kind of love, which requires turning away from 
the sin of indifference, and the mindset that it is someone else’s responsibility to solve the world’s problems. 

This month challenges us to see one each other as a beloved friend, whether the other is a different age, 

ethnicity, gender, or social class. 

In our day and age these friends are the homeless and the poor, whom the St. Vincent de Paul Society cares 

for with so much compassion. I am proud that our community will offer to SVdP 10% from whatever we give to 

the 5th Sunday collection this month. 

These friends are also the migrants and refugees, whom the Oakland Catholic Worker and Welcome the 

Stranger ministries take in with incredible generosity. Respect Life Month also includes caring for the planet, 
our common home, so that future generations can enjoy its resources, which means not allowing corporations 

to exploit these resources for selfish gain, at the expense of the vulnerable, e.g., have you heard of “blood 

batteries?” These are the batteries used in some electric cars whose cobalt has been extracted from mines in 

the Congo, where locals work in dehumanizing conditions. 

Ultimately, Respect Life Month calls our attention to the most vulnerable group of all, the unborn. Since the 

overturning of Roe Vs. Wade, the abortion issue has been front and center in the news. Pretty soon, our state 
will vote on Proposition 1, which would enshrine the “right” to abortion in the State Constitution. During this 

time, it’s important to remember a document produced by our Church in 1974 called “Declaration on Procured 

Abortion,” which states: 

 

 

 

 

 

As Catholics, we are called to be defenders of life, from the child in the womb to the elderly on their deathbed. 

Defending life also means reaching out to those who have committed violations against the dignity of another, 
including doctors who have assisted in, and fathers and mothers who have procured abortions. We as 

Catholics are called to minister to their lives, to love them, by inviting them to the healing found only in our 

Lord’s merciful embrace (like the prodigal son). 

This we can do if we implore Mary’s help, the Mother of Mercy. During this month of October, the month of the 

Rosary, let us entrust to our Blessed Mother’s care all those whose lives are experiencing any kind of burden. 

May they be cared for and their lives be respected. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

The first right of the human person is his life. He has other goods, and some are more precious, but 

this one is fundamental - the condition of all the others. Hence it must be protected above all others. It 
does not belong to society, nor does it belong to public authority in any form to recognize this right for 

some and not for others: all discrimination is evil, whether it be founded on race, sex, color or religion. 
It is not recognition by another that constitutes this right. This right is antecedent to its recognition; it 

demands recognition, and it is strictly unjust to refuse it. 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

INDIGENOUS (COLUMBUS) DAY HOLIDAY 

The Office will be closed on Monday, October 10, to 
observe the Holiday and reopens on  

Tuesday, October 11.  We wish our Parish Community 
a very Happy and Safe Holiday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cup of Our Lives:  A Retreat for Women 

Saturday, October 15th 
10:00am to 4.00 pm, Notre Dame Hall  

Retreat Facilitator: Suzanne M. Morris, D.Min: She has a 
Doctorate of Ministry in Pastoral Counseling from the 

Graduate Theological Foundation and is an active 
parishioner and volunteer of St. Joseph’s. 

Hosted by our Pastoral Care Ministry, Parish 

Community is invited for a day of shared quiet, prayer, 

learning, reflection and renewal, along with 

presentations, personal reflections and group sharing 
retreat. You are encouraged to bring your journal, a 

poem, prayer, song, art or photo about cups, and a cup 

or a mug for your reflections. Light morning 

refreshments and lunch are provided. Voluntary 
donations are accepted. Register by October 10 

(registration limited to 35 participants). To register, 

contact Nancy Cytron: sncytron@aol.com or 510-775-

4354 

Questions? Email or call Suzanne at 

suzanne@morris.guide or 219-879-4819. 

Celebration Of Our 
Lady Of Fatima 

Please join us as we 
conclude the celebration of 
Our Lady of Fatima on 
Thursday, Oct 13 at 6 pm in 
the Basilica with a Holy 
Mass, followed by a 
Procession and Benediction. 
Remember to bring your Our 
Lady of Fatima handkerchief!  

Save the Date! 
St. Barnabas Annual   

‘Human’ Rosary Resumes 

Saturday, October 29, 10 am—12 pm 

St. Barnabas Parish Hall 

October is the month of the Holy Rosary and 

Parish Community are invited to participate in 

this wonderful devotion! Rosary will start at 10 

am. Please arrived no later than 9:45 am.  All 

four Mysteries of the Rosary will recited: Joyful, 

Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious.  The 

uniqueness of this event is Rosary beads will not 

be used, but by participants from the Community 

takes the ‘place’ of the Rosary beads.  Everyone 

is encouraged to stay for the entire duration of 

the Devotion.  Fellowship will follow with a 

potluck lunch. 

News Around the Block… St. Joseph 
Notre Dame High School’s Open House, 
Sunday, October 23,  3—5 pm  

At the Pilot Open House, middle school students 
and parents/guardians have the opportunity to tour 
our high school’s historic Alameda campus, hear 
from SJND administrators, faculty and parents, 
meet students and check out our co-curriculars. 
Families may attend breakout sessions on tuition 
assistance, counseling and more, test out the 
STEAM equipment and learn about our Biomedical 
Sciences Program and Engineering Pathway. 
Enjoy student performances and learn more about 
why SJND may be the right fit for you!  

To register for more information here ( https://
sjnd.schooladminonline.com/portal/
public_calendars/open_house) 

 

Bulletin Submission Deadlines: Please 

email events information for the bulletin two 

weeks prior to date of event to: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org. Thank you. 
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage:  
Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 
begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to 
begin the process.  
Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 
 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
Sepsecretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

 

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 
Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 
choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

September Infant Baptism 
Congratulations and 

welcome:  

Penelope Abels 
into our community of faith in 

Jesus Christ.  Please keep 

Penelope, her parents and godparents in your 

prayers.  (Communal Infant baptism is celebrated 

on the first Sunday of the month at all the Masses. 

For more information, please  visit our website: 

https://sjbalameda.org/baptism 

Faith Formation Update – Not Just For 

Children 

The “Summer Spiritual Enrichment” that was offered 

for parishioners while at the same time providing 

formation for those preparing to become Catholic 

proved successful enough to continue into fall. For 

many years, Tuesday evenings were reserved for 

catechumens (adults preparing for baptism) and 

candidates (adults baptized in a different Christian 

tradition or Catholics who never received Eucharist 

and Confirmation), but our summer experiment 

demonstrated that many fully initiated Catholics also 

are eager for ongoing formation. Therefore after 

finishing Bishop Barron’s “Catholicism” series, a 

session on eco-spirituality and one on the Rosary, 

we are now offering the Symbolon series (available 

on FORMED or view Symbolon Trailer - FORMED 

{https://watch.formed.org/videos/symbolon-trailer}) 

on Tuesdays in the Elementary School at 7pm. 

Occasionally a different topic will be inserted; check 

our website for the schedule. All are welcome! And 

a final reminder to register for Adult Confirmation. 

Sessions are offered only once a year, and start on 

10/27. Info at https://sjbalameda.org/adult-

confirmation or contact Anne Marie at 510-995-

9409. 

If we have died with Christ Jesus 
we shall also live with him; 

if we persevere 
we shall also reign with him. 

— 2 Timothy 2:11-12a  

Basilica Funerals Announcement 
Albert Agadier, Sr:  

Friday, Oct 14th, 11:15 am,  
 

Tom Spiersch: 
Sunday, Oct 16th, 2:30 pm 

Rest in Peace 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, 
Jan Curtis, Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain,  Terrell Cain, 
Fong Che, Mary Cronin, Noel 
Folsom, Rino Gacad, Amelia 
Miguel, Ador Quinto, Roxanna 
Ramirez, Nory A. Reyes, Michael 
Ricica and Ramon Normandy 
Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you 
like a name added to the Sick List, 
please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 
510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, October 8 

8:30 am †Leonora Legaspi 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Sunday, October 9 

7:30 am 1)†Zora Sepic 

  2)†Diony Awayan 

9:30 am Rowena & Jeremy Kamo - Thanksgiving 

12:00 pm Agnes Bonifacio & Tim Morse - 28th  
  Wedding Anniversary 

7:00 pm †Aurora Trapane 
 

  Monday, October 10 

 8:30am The Residents of South Shore Care Center 
 
 

  Tuesday, October 11 

 8:30 am †Dana & Kathryn Curtis 
 

  Wednesday, October 12 

8:30 am 1)†Deceased members of Goulet Family 

  2)Pilar Alcontin - 91st Birthday 
 

  Thursday, October 13 

8:30 am 1)†Benigno Macasieb 

  2)†Loury Urtula Lascon 
  

  Friday, October 14 

8:30 am †Diony Awayan 
 

  Saturday, October 15 

8:30 am †Presentacion Neis 

5:00 pm †George Mendoza 
 

  Sunday, October 16 

7:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 am †Deceased members of Naclerio Family 

12:00 pm 1) †Fortunato & Patricia Zamora 

  2) †Illuminada B. Lim 

7:00 pm †Nick R. Santos - Birthday Remembrance 

   

THE GIFT OF SALVATION: Naaman and the leper 

who returned to Jesus saw God’s hand in their healing. 
Only through God’s intervention could they have been 
cured. Through this recognition of God’s presence and 

action in their lives, they grew in faith. For what are you 
grateful? Pause for a moment to reflect on all of the 
blessings in your life. God is the source of these many 
blessings—life, love, gifts, and so much more. Of all the 
gifts for which we must be grateful, none is as great, or as 
astounding, as the gift of salvation offered to us through 
Jesus Christ. Let this sink in, not only in your mind but in 
your heart. Like Naaman and the leper who returned, allow 
yourself to be touched by the immense love of God for you. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Reflection question: What good works do I intend to carry 

out this week?  

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of  

October 8-15 is sponsored  

by anonymous for the Parish Community of 

St. Joseph Basilica & St. Barnabas 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK  

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

May your grace, O Lord, we pray, 

at all times go before us and follow after 

and make us always determined 

to carry out good works. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Living The Faith 

OCTOBER—MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
5 Times The Blessed Mother Asked Us To Pray The Rosary 
by Becky Roach - The Blessed Mother, Prayer, Rosary (Catholic-Link.org) 

Our Lady of Fatima | Portugal: Mary has been known to appear many times throughout the world, 
and quite often the Blessed Mother has reiterated a similar message: pray the rosary. Meditate on the 
words of Our Lady in these approved apparitions of the Church and heed her call.  
 

Our Lady of Akita | Japan: The apparitions in Japan started on July 6th, 1973, when Sr. Agnes 
Sasagawa heard a voice coming from the statue of Mary in the chapel where she was praying. Over the 
course of two years, Sr. Agnes heard three messages from the Blessed Mother and had several visions. 
On January 4, 1975, the statue of the Blessed Virgin began to weep and continued at various intervals for 
the next six years for a total of 101 times 
 

Our Lady of Kibeho | Rwanda: The encounters with Our Blessed Mother in this small African village 
began on November 28, 1981, when sixteen-year-old Alphonsine Mumureke heard a voice call out to her 
and saw a great cloud of light while in her school cafeteria. Visions and messages continued for two years 
for Alphonsine and her classmates Nathalie Mukamazimpaka and Marie Claire Mukangango. 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary | San Nicolas, Argentina:  A humble housewife and mother, Gladys 
Herminia Quiroga de Motta first noticed that her rosary beads were glowing on September 25, 1983. The 
visions that began on that day continued until February 11, 1990, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Gladys received more than 1,800 messages from the Virgin Mary, as well as 68 from Jesus, and bore the 
stigmata. 
 

Our Lady of Cuapa | Nicaragua: Bernardo Martinez was a dedicated and hardworking sacristan who 
experienced a Marian apparition while praying the rosary on May 8, 1980. The Blessed Mother gave 
Bernardo very clear instructions, saying “I want the Rosary to be prayed every day.” He worked hard to 
ensure that Our Lady’s request was met in his community. 
 

 

 

Need A Guide On How To Pray The Rosary?  

Find it here! (https://catholic-link.org/pray-rosary-
visual-guide/ 

“Prayer, my daughter, prayer; how many 
mouths still remain closed, without saying 
at least a prayer that draws them nearer to 
the Lord. The Holy Rosary is the weapon 
to which the enemy fears the most; it is 

also the refuge of those who look for 
lightening their grief and it is the door to 

enter to My Heart. Glory to the Lord for the 
Light that He gives to the world.” 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 

https://catholic-link.org/pray-rosary-visual-guide/


 

 

   Other News 



 


