
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

As October, “Respect Life Month”, draws closer to its end, I thought it would be 

important for us to hear an example of what that looks like from fellow Catholics. 

For a long time now, I’ve wanted Claire and James Toner to share their story. 

Claire and James lead our baptismal prep team. I am grateful to them for sharing 

their wisdom and experience with those parents who wish to give their children the 

supernatural life of grace, and for sharing a part of their story with us. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

 

 

“Our Call to Adoption” 

The first time adoption came up was in the car by the Russian River in Sonoma County. We were listening 

to a talk on discipline, and the speaker, Dr. Ray Gurendi, mentioned his ten adopted children. Once 

adoption came up, it seemed to both of us the most natural thing to consider. Both Claire and I have 

adopted relatives, and at the time we had two friends in the midst of their own foster-adoption journeys, 

but it wasn’t until listening to that talk that we had ever considered it for ourselves. Through our family 

connections, and through our friends, God was preparing our hearts long before our heads caught up. 

We read, prayed, and talked. Our son Jimmy was a year old at the time. If we were going to adopt, 

wouldn't it be best if some of his siblings were adopted and some were biological, all in a beautiful mix? If 

we were going to do it some time, why not then? 

We began the foster family program with the county. Eleanor was born midway through the process. 

When people saw us with Jimmy and Eleanor, sometimes they’d say, “one boy, one girl, a perfect family, 

are you done?” We’d joke that we were using “Providential Family Planning.” It wasn’t really a joke. 

Signing up to be a foster family was just a very visible representation of what is always true. Children, 

whoever they are, however they get there, and however long they stay are a gift of God. 

There were a number of interviews as part of the registration process, and one of the questions that 

comes up is “how worried are you about getting a child with significant needs?” We’d get similar questions 

from friends and families. And though we realized that it could be and almost assuredly would be very 

difficult at times, we never worried about it. We felt the reassurance Jesus offers in the Gospel of Matthew: 

“Do not be anxious about your life...Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 

yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.” (Matthew 6:25,28-29). We 

believed that our families, our friends, and ultimately our Lord would see us through. We also took solace 

in the beatitudes. Maybe what the world was so worried about could actually be sources of blessing and 

happiness. 

We completed the registration process after about two years. It’s not an overwhelmingly involved process, 

but it takes time, and we paused halfway through when Eleanor was born. One of the strangest parts of 

becoming a foster parent is the suddenness of it. You have no idea when you’ll get a call, but then all of 

sudden there’s a baby in the hospital that needs a home. All you have to do is say “yes.” You have nine 

months to prepare for your biological children; for Liliana we had hours. Our minds raced, but once again 

our hearts had been prepared. We said “yes,” with confidence and with a “peace that passes all 

understanding” (Philippians 4:6). 



 

We took home our sweet 4 ½ pound Liliana. She was a dream baby, and even though we didn’t know how 

long she would be with us, we felt blessed to welcome her into our family. In time we would learn that she 

needed a permanent home. We also came to learn that her older biological brother, Sirvon, was in need of 

a family too. We knew that bringing an older child into our home would be challenging, but Claire’s mom 

reassured us, reminding us that “sometimes the hard thing is the right thing to do.” We said yes once 

more. 

The past two years have seen our family grow with the addition of these two wonderful children and 

another biological son, Isaac. At times, it has been far from Instagram worthy. We have had some 

wonderful highs and some disheartening lows. But throughout, we have felt the reality of the beatitudes. 

Even in our moments of suffering we have felt blessed. 

Our friends and family have poured out support when we’ve needed it. Our children have grown as 

siblings, and we’ve grown as husband and wife. Our family today is like nothing we imagined before we 

began to talk about adoption in the car by the Russian River. There’s an old joke that when we make plans 

God laughs. If God laughs, it’s with the joy of knowing that His imagination and His plan for us is so much 

greater than what we plan for ourselves. 

I think the contrast is stark when we consider the message of “choosing life” as opposed to “planned 

parenthood.” Choosing life is a leap into the unknown. It’s daunting, scary, and there’s plenty of justifiable 

reasons to worry. But we’re encouraged to act with faith, not fear. God is full of unplanned gifts He’s just 

waiting to pour out. For us those gifts included two amazing children through foster care and adoption. It’s 

our prayer that you’re able to welcome whatever God has been preparing your heart for. 

—James Toner 
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Taizé in the Basilica 
Can you use some peace and 
healing this week? 

Taizé is an ecumenical candlelit 
service composed of music, prayer, scripture, and 
silent worship. Taizé originated in a small French 
village in 1940 by a young seminary graduate, 
Brother Roger. Through the years, the Taizé 
community has grown to become a ministry that 
today reaches people all around the world. Join us 
Friday, October 28 at 8:00 pm.  All are welcome! 
(Follow the Group on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TaizeOnTheIsland) 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Give your marriage the 
gift of time and learn 
about God’s plan for 
your marriage. 

 Sign up for an 
upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience on November 18-20, 2022 or March 3-
5, 2023. Go to www.wwme.org to find the 
Experience that is just right for you! 

 Early registration is highly recommended. 

For more information visit our website at: 
www.wwme.org 

 

All Souls Day 
Wednesday November 2, 2022  

In commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, 
please join us for Mass: 8:30 am & 7:00 pm. 

(Incense will be used at 7pm Mass) 

Solemnity of All Saints  

Holy Day of Obligation 

Tuesday, November 1 

Masses: 8:30 am & 7pm 

(Incense will be used at 7pm Mass) 

Married couples are invited to  
“Be Light Date Night” Series 

Saturday, Nov 5th 6-8pm 
Location: Saint Joseph Learning Center 

Are you looking for a way to grow closer to  

your beloved and God? Are you looking for ways to 
connect with other couples?  

This is our time as married couples to shine and be 
the light to those in our homes and communities! You 
are encouraged to attend this date night series. 
Together we will explore various topics including 
belonging, expectations, the need for community, 
couples works of mercy and living as missionary 
disciples. Each date night will include a video from a 
dynamic couple, reflection questions and 
recommended resources. Take this time to renew 
your marriage and build new relationships with other 
couples! Register today and let your marriage BE 
LIGHT!  For more information or RSVP email: 
carlosmariana2009@gmail.com 

Note: 
Light Refreshments provided. 
Childcare for 3 and up available with RSVP. 
Children under 3 welcome to stay with parents. 

Tuesday Nights Adult Formation 
Spiritual enrichment continues in St. Joseph 
Elementary School on Tuesday nights, 7:00 to 8:30 
pm, using the 10- part series “Symbolon: The 
Catholic Faith Explained” with video and group 
discussion. Open to non-Catholics interested in 
learning about Catholicism as well as to Catholics 
wanting to enrich their faith. Episode 4 this week, on 
“The Story of Salvation.” Can’t attend? All episodes 
are available online at www.formed.org; search for 
“Symbolon.” (Registration for any program available 
on FORMED is free to parishioners, covered under 
St. Joseph’s subscription.) 

http://www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com (by appointment) 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 
advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 
Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  
Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
Sepsecretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 
Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 
choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 
Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

Faith Formation Update - What are you 
looking for? 
Seven adults from St. Joseph and St. Barnabas 
will be starting the Adult Confirmation classes this 
week and have been preparing by reflecting on 
John 1:35-39. Can you imagine yourself in that 
passage as one of John the Baptist’s disciples, 
and how you would react when Jesus looks at 
you and asks “What are you looking for?” One of 
the purposes of Faith Formation for any and 
every age level is to help find the answer to that 
question - in Jesus. Adult Formation on Tuesday 
nights, Scripture reflection via Zoom on Thursday 
mornings, classes for children and teens, SPRED 
(Special Religious Ed) for adults and children with 
special needs… How can we help you and your 
family find what you are looking for? Visit 
www.sjbalameda.org or contact Anne Marie at 
afourre@sjbalameda.org. 

ANGEL GIVING PROJECT 2022 
This project is a way to provide a Christmas gift or 
gift card to a needy child, adult or senior in our 
community. If you wish to participate, we invite you 
to make a check payable to St Joseph Basilica with 
“Angel Giving Project or Midway Shelter” in the 
memo line. You may also donate via credit card 
through FAITH DIRECT link here (https://
membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619). 

The Committee will purchase and deliver the gifts 
and gift cards. Checks can be dropped off or 
mailed to St Joseph Basilica, 1109 Chestnut St, 
Alameda CA 94501. Please put Angel Giving 
Project on the envelope. Contributions will be 
accepted from October 16 through December 20, 
2022. We thank you very much for your support. 
Any questions? Please call Peggy Ritchie: 
510.865.8352. 

GET INVOLVED!  

Do you consider yourself a naturally 
caring, compassionate and giving 
person?  

If so, come and share your gifts with 
people in need by joining the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul. In the coming weeks more information will 
be shared about the spirituality and works of the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul at the Parish Masses. 

There will be an informational meeting on October 
30, after the Noon Mass if you would like to know 
more of the Ministry. 

Please contact Louise Astle, President, St. Joseph 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Conference at 510. 
882.5397, call or text. 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, 
Romelita Bautista, Jan Curtis, 
Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain,  Terrell 
Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, Noel 
Folsom, Rino Gacad, Amelia 
Miguel, Roxanna Ramirez, Nory A. 
Reyes, Michael Ricica and Ramon 
Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:10 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, October 22 

8:30 am †Thomas Roy Stahl 

5:00 pm †Pete Sinlao 
  

  Sunday, October 23 

7:30 am 1)Ivy Ashford Jr.     2)Violeta Oliva 

9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm 1)Living & Deceased members of the Harnett 
  Family 

  2)†Tom Spiersch 

7:00 pm †Dr. Michael  Dobbins 
 

  Monday, October 24 

 8:30am 1)†Presentacion Neis    2)†Keith Proctor 
 

  Tuesday, October 25 

 8:30 am †Betty O’Neill 
 

  Wednesday, October 26 

8:30 am 1)†Sally Gallagher 

  2)Henry Awayan - Birthday 
 

  Thursday, October 27 

8:30 am Frank, Mabel & Joseph Durstewitz 

  Friday, October 28 

8:30 am Mimi Mejia - Birthday 

  Saturday, October 29 
8:30 am Jude, Nicholas & Frances Durstewitz 

5:00 pm †Teodoro Solis 

  Sunday, October 30 

7:30 am 1)†Roberto Loyola     2)†Ricardo Mejia 

9:30 am Gina Sarmiento 

12:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00 pm 1)†Louise Grayson 

  2)Huynh Lien Family - Thanksgiving 
  

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of  

October 22-29 is sponsored  
by anonymous for the Parish Communities of 

St. Joseph Basilica & St. Barnabas. 

MADE RIGHT BEFORE GOD: Although the opening lines 
of today’s first reading claim that the Lord “knows no 
favorites” (Sirach 35:15) and is “not unduly partial toward the 
weak” (35:16), the remainder of the passage makes it clear 
that the Lord does indeed pay special attention to the weak, 
the oppressed, and the orphans and widows. The psalmist 
reiterates: “The Lord hears the cry of the poor” (see Psalm 
34:18). In the Gospel, Jesus claims that a tax collector is more 
justified in his prayer for mercy than the Pharisee, whose 
prayer was an account of his own righteous deeds. Jesus’ 
point could not have been clearer: tax collectors in the Jewish 
society of Jesus’ day were not just lowly; they were 
considered outcasts and cheaters. They collected taxes for 
the hated Romans and almost certainly collected enough to 
assure a generous income for themselves. Tax collectors 
were among society’s outcasts; didn’t this one just admit his 
own sinfulness? How could a tax collector be “justified” (that 
is, made right) before God, while the Pharisee was not? Why 
would God even listen to the prayer of a tax collector? This 
surely was a surprise, upsetting common assumption about 
righteousness. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Almighty ever-living God, 
increase our faith, hope and charity, 
and make us love what you command, 
so that we may merit what you promise. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

Recent Passings 
Douglas Milne & Emma Chomorro  

Rest in Peace 
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The Communal First Saturdays 

In reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
for the salvation of souls and peace in the world 

 

Our Lady said to Lucia (one of the three children at Fatima): “I promise to assist at the hour of death with 
all the graces necessary for salvation all those who, on the first Saturday of five consecutive months, go to 
Confession and receive Holy Communion, recite five decades of the Rosary and keep me company for a 
quarter of an hour while meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary, with the intention of making reparation 
to me.” Our Lady has also made this request to bring peace and salvation to a troubled world. 

Please go to Confession before November 5th and be in a state of grace. 

Details: 

In St. Joseph Basilica 

On Saturday, November 5th, 2022 

We will start with 7:45am Intentions and Prayers 

8:00am Rosary 

8:30am Holy Mass with Communion of reparation, followed by 

Scripture Meditation on the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary in Our Lady’s company in a communal 

form of lectio divina. 

Please help us answer Jesus’ question if the First Saturdays have been spread. 

Please invite others to come! 

The celebration of the Communal First Saturdays makes it easier for as many as possible to fulfill the four 

practices of the First Saturdays in reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Hope to see you! For more information, please contact Lilian Dubow at (510) 205-3712 or 

Lilian.Dubow@gmail.com or go to www.CommunalFirstSaturdays.org 

 

October—Month of the Holy Rosary 
St. Barnabas Annual ‘Human’ Rosary Returns! 

Saturday, October 29, 10 am—12 pm, St. Barnabas Parish Hall 

October is the month of the Holy Rosary and Parish Community is invited to 

participate in this wonderful devotion! Rosary will start at 10 am, and please arrived 

no later than 9:45 am.  All four Mysteries of the Rosary will recited: Joyful, 

Luminious, Sorrowful and Glorious.  The uniqueness of this event is Rosary beads 

will not be used, but by participants from the Community takes the ‘place’ of the 

Rosary beads.  Everyone is encouraged to stay for the entire duration of the 

Devotion.  Fellowship will follow with a potluck lunch. 
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