
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph and St Barnabas Family, 

As I write this on Tuesday, we are seeing the results of various elections being reported. 

In California, Proposition 1 has passed. I am not surprised by this result, and because of 

that, I not discouraged either. When Roe v. Wade was passed in 1973, the Pro-Life 

movement as we know it was born. It may have taken close to 50 years, but that 

movement has gotten our country to confront the fact that abortion on a federal level is not in the 

Constitution. Now more and more people are beginning to understand what so many in this country have 

known for so long: abortion is not a right (especially through all nine months of pregnancy), it is not 

healthcare, it is not even a choice, since many women who have elective abortions have them because they 

feel like they have no choice at all. 

No, I am not discouraged at this step back because the Pro-Life movement 

is stronger than Proposition 1. The Pro-Life movement knows that our 

country was founded on the first right, the fundamental right, without which 

no other rights can exist, the God-given right to life, and subsequently, to 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness. What we are seeing in California is the 

anxious attempt to push back against a movement that is only growing 

stronger. Which is why we as Catholics must not despair. On the contrary, 

we must keep pushing forward in prayer and penance, and in service to 

those mothers and fathers who want to keep their children but feel pressure 

from society, family, or friends to abort. If our faith teaches us one thing it is 

that “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it” (John 1:5). If you would like to get involved in the Pro-Life movement, 

remember, each second Saturday of the month, the Pro-Life group, which 

consists of members of the parishes in Alameda, meets to pray the Rosary 

around 9:15am outside of City Hall and the Advance Bioscience Resource 

building where tissue from aborted babies is procured and sold for 

research. You can join this prayer group, or donate to a pro-life group, like 

Birthright and Options Health, as I have. (Photo: a woman carries a sign at 

the Walk for Life, 2022) 

For those of us who might be tempted to despair over this disappointing result, there is another way forward, 

which, providentially, the Catholic Church celebrates this week, National Vocation Awareness Week. The 

way forward in a culture of death is to promote vocations amongst all the members of our community, 

especially the children and young adults in our parish, since at the heart of each vocation, whether it be to 

marriage, the single life, religious life, or priesthood, is the universal call to holiness. This is what the Second 

Vatican Council prescribed for the Church and the world during the early 1960s when the world, especially 

the United States, was beginning to slide further into moral decay. 

The message of the Council was clear, we all are called to be holy - not just priests and nuns - which means 

we are all called to love one another as God loves us and so be fully alive. As the Constitution from the 

Council, Lumen Gentium, states, “Thus it is evident to everyone, that all the faithful of Christ of 

whatever rank or status, are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity; 

by this holiness as such a more human manner of living is promoted in this earthly society. In order 

that the faithful may reach this perfection, they must use their strength accordingly as they have 

received it, as a gift from Christ. They must follow in His footsteps and conform themselves to His 

image seeking the will of the Father in all things. They must devote themselves with all their being to 

the glory of God and the service of their neighbor. In this way, the holiness of the People of God will 

grow into an abundant harvest of good, as is admirably shown by the life of so many saints in 

Church history” (no. 40). 



 

We are all called to follow Christ and to express our faith through works of love. Only by doing so do we 

find meaning and fulfillment in life as we become saints. How sad it is to see so many young people going 

after superfluous things, believing the lie that happiness can be found outside of holiness, outside of doing 

God’s will, outside of a relationship with Jesus Christ. I was one of them. Thank God I had people in my life 

who modeled for me the joy that comes from following Christ and seeking to live a holy life. And these 

weren’t just priests, but religious sisters, married couples and single widows and widowers. 

So, I do not despair. I am hopeful, and I am so 

excited that a small group of married couples in 

our parish is pursuing greater holiness through 

their “date night” group, Be Light, which is an 

offshoot of our marriage prep program, Witness 

to Love. This group has met twice so far and 

plans to meet again in the new year. I urge all 

the married couples in our community to attend 

one of these date nights so that your light can 

continue to be a beacon for our hurting world that 

is forgetting how to love (check out the food in 

the photo!). As Lumen Gentium says about the 

mission of married couples, [couples] “should 

sustain one another in grace throughout the 

entire length of their lives. They should 

embue their offspring, lovingly welcomed as 

God's gift, with Christian doctrine and the evangelical virtues. In this manner, they offer all men the 

example of unwearying and generous love; in this way they build up the brotherhood of charity; in 

so doing, they stand as the witnesses and cooperators in the fruitfulness of Holy Mother Church; 

by such lives, they are a sign and a participation in that very love, with which Christ loved His 

Bride and for which He delivered Himself up for her” (41). 

No matter who you are, keep striving for holiness, keep witnessing to love, and keep fighting for life. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 
 

 

 Clergy Corner … cont’d.                                            

(Six couples share a laugh at Be Light) 



 

Taizé in the Basilica 

(Note: Change in November 
schedule due to Thanksgiving 
Holiday) 

Taizé is an ecumenical candlelit 

service composed of music, prayer, scripture, and 

silent worship. Taizé originated in a small French 

village in 1940 by a young seminary graduate, 

Brother Roger. Through the years, the Taizé 

community has grown to become a ministry that 

today reaches people all around the world. Join us 

Friday, November 18 at 8:00 pm.  All are 

welcome! (Follow the Group on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland) 

 

Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Special Collection  
Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

(CCHD): Nov 19/20 
 

The collection will help support 38 million people in 
the United States living in poverty.   

Note: All checks to be issued to “St. Joseph”   
Memo line: “CCHD”. Thank you. 

S 
t. Joseph’s  in-person, monthly grief 

support group meeting resumes on 

Sunday, November 20th, from 2:00pm to 

4:00pm in the Elementary School’s 

Learning Center. No registration is needed and it is 

free. The meetings will 

continue to be on the 

third Sunday of each 

month, until further 

notice. Anyone with grief 

issues are welcome. 

Suzanne Morris, D.Min. is 

facilitator of the group.  If you have any questions, 

you can contact her at 219.879.4819. 

Feast of The Vietnamese Martyrs 
Saturday, November 19, 5 pm 

St. Joseph’s Vietnamese Community invite you to 

celebrate the Feast of the Vietnamese Martyrs at 

the 5 pm Vigil Bi-lingual Mass.  Reception will follow 

in the Notre Dame Hall.  All are welcome! 

Note: Incense will be used at Mass 

 

Thanksgiving Mass  
Thursday, November 24 

10 am, Basilica 
 

Note:  

• Blessing of food, following Mass 

• No 8:30 am Mass. 

Tuesday Nights Adult Formation 
Whether you’re a Catholic seeking to enrich your 

faith life or someone interested in learning about 

Catholicism, you are invited to St. Joseph 

Elementary School at 7 pm for the fifth episode of 
the 10-part Symbolon series, on “Who is Jesus?” 

All episodes are available online at 

www.formed.org; search for “Symbolon.” Contact 

Anne Marie for information. (Registration for 
FORMED access is free to parishioners, covered 

under St. Joseph’s subscription.) 

Parish Family Activity 
Sunday November 27 

Parish Family Activity following the 9:30 Mass. All 
ages invited for socializing and crafts to celebrate 

Advent and Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

 

NOTICE 
Beginning Sunday, November 27  

(First Sunday of Advent), the  

9:30 am Mass will move back to the Basilica. 

http://www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland
http://www.formed.org


 

 

Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: 3rd Sundays, 2 - 4 pm, Learning Center. 
Contact:  suzanne@morris.guide 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 
advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 
Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  
Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
Sepsecretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 
Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 
choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420 

 

Have you moved? Changed your  

phone number or email?  

Please call the parish office, 510.522.0181, 

or email Parish Secretary, 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, if any of your 

contact information has changed. 

     Parish Life   

November Infant 

Baptism 

Congratulations and 

welcome:  

Aiden Wong & Alex 

Matthew Lugagay Naces 

into our community of faith in Jesus Christ.  

Please keep the children, their parents and 

godparents in your prayers.   

(Communal Infant baptism is celebrated on 

the first Sunday of the month at all the 

Masses. For more information, please  visit 

our website: https://sjbalameda.org/baptism) 

Faith Formation Update – the Path to 

Baptism 

Most Catholics here enter the Church through 

infant baptism, with their parents making the 

profession of faith on their behalf while 

promising to raise them in the faith. Others 

respond to God’s call as adults and prepare 

for the sacraments for a year or two. And 

sometimes youngsters not yet adults but of 

the age of reason (understanding right and 

wrong and the meaning of responsibility and 

commitment) are inspired by the faith of 

family members or classmates to ask for 

baptism and entry into the Catholic Church. 

They, like adults, participate in the Christian 

Initiation process, so next Sunday some of 

those young people will celebrate the Rite of 

Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens at 

the noon Mass. Please keep them in your 

prayer, as well as all who are still searching 

but haven’t yet discovered that what they 

seek can be found in Jesus. Information 

about Christian Initiation is available at https://

sjbalameda.org/rcia. 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, Martha Baca, 
Romelita Bautista, Jan Curtis, Jazlynn Cain, Nia 
Cain,  Terrell Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, Noel 
Folsom, Rino Gacad, Gladys Ordono, Joyce Price, 
Nerio Pedroche, Claire Robles, Roxanna Ramirez, 
Nory A. Reyes, Adriel Surot and Ramon 
Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:05 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, November 12 

8:30 am 1)†Jose Belgica - Birthday Remembrance 

  2)†Pogal & Melendez Families 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

  Sunday, November 13 

7:30 am †Sally Gallagher 

9:30 am †Francis Nghia Nguyen & Deceased  
  Members of Nguyen Family 

12:00 pm †Esteban & Felomina Lacuadra - Birthday

  Remembrance 

7:00 pm †Encarnacion A. Velazquez 
    

  Monday, November 14 

 8:30 am 1)†Teodora T. Manuntag - Death Anniversary 

  2)†Leslie & Stella Cruz 
 

  Tuesday, November 15 

 8:30 am †Louis Vonderheid 

  Wednesday, November 16 

8:30 am †Vincente & Pelagia San  Buenaventura 
 

  Thursday, November 17 

8:30 am 1)†Charlotte Reyes 

  2)†Deceased Members of Tolentino Family 

  Friday, November 18 

8:30 am †Jennifer Anne Stahl & Carol Macri 

  Saturday, November 19 

8:30 am Josephine Alegre - Birthday 

5:00 pm Marie, Julius & Anthony Durstewitz 

  Sunday, November 20 

7:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 am †Arthur Quinto - Death Anniversary 

12:00 pm 1)†James Lynch  2)†Tom Spiersch 

7:00 pm 1)†James Lynch   2) Raymund Cabrera 
    

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for month of  

November is lit for the  

Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Recent Passing 
Lilian Montez (Baca) 

Rest in Peace 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, 

the constant gladness of being devoted to you, 

for it is full and lasting happiness 

to serve with constancy 

the author of all that is good. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

THE END OF DAYS 

As we prepare for next Sunday’s feast of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe, we hear descriptions of dire 
and catastrophic events. Sometimes it seems as though 
we ourselves are living in the end times, when life as we 
currently know it will cease for everyone. In answer to what 
must have been a fearful question, Jesus does not 
sugarcoat his foretelling of future days. Nor does the Old 
Testament prophet Malachi flinch from his 
pronouncements upon an evil world. Saint Paul, still writing 
to the Thessalonians, warns them prophetically against 
succumbing to “The End Is Near” syndrome—indolence in 
the face of the final days. However, both Jesus and 
Malachi speak of the recompense for living a just life—
healing and vindication. Our Psalm 98, typically associated 
with Christmastime, helps us to rejoice for the King who is 
coming to rule with justice. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  
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Other News 

Restoring our Legacy  
for the Future 

To give to the second phase of our capital 

campaign,  please click here (https: 

membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA702) for 

online giving 

through 

FaithDirect, or 

contact our 

Business 

Manager, Stan 

Schonberg, for 

assistance to sign 

up with 

FaithDirect.  

Thank you for 

your support! 

 

 

 

 

ANGEL GIVING PROJECT 2022 
This project is a way to provide a Christmas 

gift or gift card to a needy child, adult or 

senior in our community. If you wish to 

participate, we invite you to make a check 

payable to St Joseph Basilica with “Angel 

Giving Project or Midway Shelter” in the 

memo line. You may also donate via credit 

card through FAITH DIRECT link here 

(https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/

CA702/40619). 

The Committee will purchase and deliver the 

gifts and gift cards. Checks can be dropped 

off or mailed to St Joseph Basilica, 1109 

Chestnut St, Alameda CA 94501. Please put 

Angel Giving Project on the envelope. 

Contributions will be accepted from October 

16 through December 20, 2022. We thank 

you very much for your support. Any 

questions? Please call Peggy Ritchie: 

510.865.8352. 
New Year’s Eve Vocation Discernment Night 
Saturday, Dec 31,  3 - 8 pm 
@ Diocesan Youth Retreat Center, Lafayette 

The day includes 

meeting diocesan 

clergy and seminarians, 

Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament, the 

sacrament of 

Reconciliation, a Q&A 

session, lunch and 

dinner. Register by 

emailing Father Carl 

Arcosa at 

CArcosa@oakdiocese.org.  

Please note this event is only for men 18 years and older. 

The entire People of God is responsible for promoting 
vocations, and does so chiefly by persistent and humble 
prayer for vocations. —Pope John Paul II 
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