
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Happy Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. Today marks the end of 

the liturgical calendar, as we prepare for the season of Advent. I look forward to 

this season, for it provides a much-needed balance to the frantic mindset that will 

overcome the culture in the next month or so. As we rush around preparing for big 

dinners, holiday parties, and buying presents, our Church, in all Her wisdom, reminds us to slow down, 

and to do something very specific, watch and wait. For what? For the coming of Christ into our lives. 

Just as He came into our world as a baby 2,000 years ago, He continues to make Himself present to 

us, albeit, in even smaller, quieter ways; in Holy Communion, in Confession, in Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament, in the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy. We need to be watchful for these 

opportunities to meet Christ because they can sometimes be easy to miss. But if we are watchful for 

Him now, and for those opportunities to imitate Him – the servant king – and live our faith through 

works of love, then we will be ready to meet Him when He comes at the end of time to take us to our 

Heavenly home. Indeed, these are the three “comings” of Christ that we recall during Advent (which 

means coming), His first coming as a human, His present-day comings in our daily lives, and His final 

coming, a.k.a., the Second Coming.  

To be sure, Advent is not so much a remembrance of Christ’s birth, but a preparation for the Second 

Coming of His, when He will come to restore all of creation to its intended glory, when death will be 

definitively destroyed. As a Church, we move toward that day as pilgrims on a journey, keeping before 

our eyes the truth that this life, as good as it can often be, is not everything; there is more to come in 

the next life. This is why we keep November as month of remembrance of our beloved dead who have 

preceded us on the pilgrimage and made it home. This is why the Church celebrates Mass ad 

orientem, looking “east” toward the rising sun, toward the true Light of the World, the King, who comes 

to cast away the darkness of sin and error, evil and death. 

So, stay awake, watch, and wait for the Lord. As a reminder on how to do this, the Church is open all 

day until 7pm for silent prayer, and we have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every Friday until 

7pm as well. I have been so impressed by the number of people who have taken the opportunity to 

come and spend some time with the Lord. Perhaps during Advent, you and your family can come and 

spend 10, 20, 30 minutes before the Lord together. As parents, there is nothing better you can give 

your children than an encounter with the God who loves them infinitely more than you do, the God who 

created them, and wants to be with them forever, Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 

 

P.S. On Tuesday the 15th, Stan (our business manager) and I met with the diocese’s design review 

board to get approval to move ahead with the sanctuary renovation. They approved it! Now, we wait for 

the College of Consultors to meet on Tuesday the 22nd and approve it as well. Given the success of our 

recent fundraising efforts, it is highly likely that they will. Upon approval, the next step would be to get 

under contract with Rugo Stone, who is ready to begin at once, and has given us a targeted completion 

date for the sanctuary floor and red altar in June 2023. Thank you to all who have given to the 

campaign to elevate the basilica’s sanctuary to its proper glory! 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Solemnity of the  

Immaculate Conception 
Holy Day Obligation 
Thursday, December 8 

Mass Times: 8:30 am & 7:00 pm 

 

Bulletin Submission Deadlines: Please email 

events information for the bulletin two weeks prior to 

date of event to: secretary@sjbalameda.org. Thank 

you. 

Special Collection  
Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development (CCHD): Nov 19/20 
 

Please be generous in this week’s special 

collection for the CCHD.  In the United States, one 

in eight people lives in poverty.  With this 

collection, you support organizations that address 

the root cause of poverty and provide a 

sustainable future for those struggling locally and 

across the country.  In 2022, CCHD awarded 

$150,000 to nine organizations in the Oakland 

Diocese that are empowering low-income people 

to lift themselves out of poverty.  Please 

prayerfully consider how you can support this 

collection and those working on the margins.  

More information about CCHD can be found at: 

https://oakdiocese.org/events/cchd-collection-2022 
 

Note: All checks to be issued to “St. Joseph”   

Memo line: “CCHD”. Thank you. 

 

Thanksgiving Day Mass  
Thursday, November 24 

10 am, Basilica  
(Blessing of food after Mass / No 8:30 am Mass) 

 

The Parish Office will be closed on Wednesday, 

November 23 at Noon, and reopen on  

Monday, November 28. 

On behalf of all our Priests and Parish Staff, we 

wish you and your family a very blessed and 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 

 

Parish Family Activity 
Sunday November 27 

Parish Family Activity: All ages are invited to the 

Elementary School after the 9:30 Mass November 

27 to kick off the Advent Season with crafts and 

fellowship. 

 

Notice 

Beginning November 27 (First Sunday of 

Advent), the 9:30 am Mass will move back 

to the Basilica. 

Tuesday Nights Adult Formation 

November 22 offers video & discussion on “The 

Paschal Mystery” at 7pm in St. Joseph Elementary 

School. Nov 29 topic is “Exploring Advent.” Walk-

in’s welcome. 
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: 3rd Sundays, 2 - 4 pm, Learning Center. 
Contact:  suzanne@morris.guide 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 
advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 
Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  
Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
Sepsecretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 
Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 
choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

Faith Formation Offers An 

Invitation and A Challenge  

“Being Christian is not the result of an ethical 

choice or a lofty idea, but an encounter with 

an event, a person, which gives life a new 

horizon and a decisive direction.” (Pope 

Benedict XVI, On Christian Love) 

If our faith has meaning for us and gives our 

lives direction, how can we not share that 

with others? If you haven’t taken steps to 

offer this gift to others, this season of 

gratitude is the perfect time to start. Invite a 

friend to join you at Mass (perhaps on 

Thanksgiving morning). Tell a family with 

youngsters about the monthly Parish Family 

Activity (next one is November 27). When 

someone is struggling, let them know if 

you’ve found comfort in Scripture. Tell people 

about the free resources for all ages on 

FORMED.org. If you’re enjoying a study 

group or class, invite others to join you. Help 

others experience that encounter that can 

transform their lives, since we are ALL called 

to share the Good News. Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

Thank you Bulletin sponsors! 

Would you like to become a sponsor for our 

parish bulletin?  

Our weekly bulletin is subsidized completely 
by those companies whose advertisements 
appear on the last page. If you have the 
opportunity, you may thank them in the name 
of our parish by using their products or 
services. To participate as a sponsor of our 
bulletin, please contact : J.S.Paluch Co. at 
800-675-5051 and quote our bulletin ID 
421600 or, St. Joseph Basilica. Or, contact 
Sherley, Parish Secretary, 
secretary@sjbalameda.org. 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, Martha Baca, 
Romelita Bautista, Jan Curtis, Jazlynn Cain, Nia 
Cain,  Terrell Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, Noel 
Folsom, Rino Gacad, Gladys Ordono, Nerio 
Pedroche, Joyce Price, Claire Robles, Roxanna 
Ramirez, Nory A. Reyes, Adriel Surot and Ramon 
Normandy Tirona. 

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:05 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, November 19 

8:30 am Josephine Alegre - Birthday 

5:00 pm Marie, Julius & Anthony Durstewitz 

  Sunday, November 20 

7:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 am †Arthur Quinto - Death Anniversary 

12:00 pm 1)†James Lynch  2)†Tom Spiersch 

7:00 pm 1)†James Lynch   2) Raymund Cabrera 
    

  Monday, November 21 

 8:30 am 1)†Presentacion Neis 
  2)Musngi Family - Thanksgiving Intentions 
 

  Tuesday, November 22 

 8:30 am †James Vaughan - Birthday Remembrance 

  Wednesday, November 23 

8:30 am 1)†Warren T. Manuntag 

  2)Esmeralda Barot - Healing 
 

  Thursday, November 24 

10:00 am Thanksgiving Day Mass: People of the  
  Parish - Living and Deceased 

  Friday, November 25 

8:30 am Merquillo & San Buenaventura Families 
  - Thanksgiving Intentions 

  Saturday, November 26 

8:30 am †Irene & GraceMary Durstewitz 

5:00 pm 1)†John & Marie O’Niel 
  2)Ney Apura Jr & Family - Thanksgiving 
 

  Sunday, November 27 

7:30 am Mary, Joan & John O’Neil 

9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm 1)†Michael Rusca   

  2)†Emilio Pangilinan 
7:00 pm †Jose Belgica—Birthday Remembrance 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for month of  

November is lit for the  

Holy Souls in Purgatory 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe - Last Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Almighty ever-living God, 
whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of the universe, 
grant, we pray, 
that the whole creation, set free from slavery, 
may render your majesty service 
and ceaselessly proclaim your praise. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

THE TRUE KINGSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST 
What kind of King is Jesus? How do you envision him? 
Remembering that they were promised a king from the line 
of David, the Israelites hoped for a Messiah who would set 
their political problems aright and bring about a worldly 
kingdom of Judaic power. Even Psalm 122 seems to 
describe this type of ruler. Luke’s Gospel today shreds that 
image after the whip of the Roman soldiers tore at Jesus’ 
flesh. Still, the Romans flaunted the traditional notion with 
their ironic inscription above King Jesus’ crown of thorns. 
Soldiers and ordinary people jeered the royal title at him. 
Yet the throne of Jesus was the cross of Christ, from which 
he dispensed kingly mercy and justice toward the humble 
criminal who shared his execution. Writing to the 
Colossians, Saint Paul describes the truth about Jesus 
and his kingship, using words like fullness, peace, and 
forgiveness. So let us go rejoicing! 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Recent Passing 
Judy Fedewa 

Rest in Peace 



 

 

Are you new to our Parish?  

Have you subscribed to FORMED?  

It’s an online service for accessing thousands of 

Catholic videos, audios and eBooks On Demand 

anytime, anywhere! As 

a member, you will 

have access to 

entertaining movies, 

inspiring audio talks, 

informative bible 

studies, and much 

more, in English and 

Spanish. The resources will help our parishioners 

learn and grow in their faith. Registering is easy and 

free. To sign up: https://formed.org/ and follow the 

steps. Search for St. Joseph Basilica. 

 

Other News 

Restoring our Legacy  
for the Future 

To give to the second phase of our capital 

campaign,  please click here (https: 

membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA702) for 

online giving 

through 

FaithDirect, or 

contact our 

Business 

Manager, Stan 

Schonberg, for 

assistance to sign 

up with 

FaithDirect.  

Thank you for 

your support! 

 

 

 

 

ANGEL GIVING PROJECT 2022 
This project is a way to provide a Christmas 

gift or gift card to a needy child, adult or 

senior in our community. If you wish to 

participate, we invite you to make a check 

payable to St Joseph Basilica with “Angel 

Giving Project or Midway Shelter” in the 

memo line. You may also donate via credit 

card through FAITH DIRECT link here 

(https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/

CA702/40619). 

The Committee will purchase and deliver the 

gifts and gift cards. Checks can be dropped 

off or mailed to St Joseph Basilica, 1109 

Chestnut St, Alameda CA 94501. Please put 

Angel Giving Project on the envelope. 

Contributions will be accepted from October 

16 through December 20, 2022. We thank 

you very much for your support. Any 

questions? Please call Peggy Ritchie: 

510.865.8352. 
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